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PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Monday, September 5 - Labor Day 
   

Tuesday, September 6 

8:30 a.m. Joseph Wurzelbacher/Richard &   

            Darlene Meister 

Wednesday, September 7 

8:30 a.m. Special Intentions of Bob &  

           Marilyn Zerhusen 
 

Thursday, September 8 

8:30 a.m. Jim Franxman/Sandy 
 

Friday, September 9 

8:30 a.m. Vera Jacobs/Henry Althoff  
 

Saturday, September 10 

4:30 p.m. Carol Wurzelbacher/Bob & Pat Stites 
 

Sunday, September 11 

8:30 a.m. For the Parish 
 

11:00 a.m. Jack Norrish/Doris 

Parish Library Spot 
 

Through beautiful and exclusive photographs and 

revealing text, Inside the Vatican celebrates a small, 

dynamic community unique in the world.  James L. 

Stanfield spent nearly a year photographing the pope, 

the Roman Curia, the pomp and color of century-old 

ceremonies, the art, the architecture, and the daily 

lives of ordinary citizens.  This is 

unprecedented coverage.  Author Bart 

McDowell guides us through these 

extraordinary photos and through the 

history of the Vatican.  Check it out. 

Wedding Banns 
 

I Samantha Riedy &  

David Browning 

 

I Amy Schumacher &  

Christopher Wiehaus 

Readings for September 11, 2016 

 

Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14 

 For the Lord to break his promise to Abraham 

would be to deny God’s own self. 

 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 Paul is himself a sign of God’s mercy. He lived in 

God’s mercy. 

 

Luke 15:1-32 

 In the human heart, no matter how perverse, there 

is always an echo of God’s mercy.  

Saturday, September 10, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers:  A. Toelke, V. Smith, L. Smith 

Lectors:  Al Grote, Joe Siefert 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Tom Sunderhaus, Nancy 

Schuster, Kathy Wood, Mary Ann Lennon, Teresa 

Gagnon, Lynn Cracchiolo 

Sunday, September 11, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  R. Severt, G. Vidourek, D. Wolterman 

Lectors:  Bob Reynolds, Chris Dole  

Eucharistic Ministers:  Meghan Gabriel, Laura 

Kruze, Keith Young, Matthew Fay, Sandi Kasee, 

Erin Siemer 

Sunday, September 11, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers:  B. Jung, B. Smith, M. Zipperer 

Lectors:  Kristin Watson, Jeanne Kreimer 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Michael Langenbrunner, 

Janet Lees, Madeline Lees, David Benkert, Claire 

Sillies, Mike Burke, Megan Threm, Andrea Neff, 

Michael Droppelman, Nancy Ziegler 
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Monday,  September 5—Labor Day 

No Mass 

No Adoration 

No Monday Martha’s Group 

No Rosary 
 

 

Tuesday, September 6 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Ministry, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 
 

 

Wednesday, September 7 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

 

Thursday,  September 8 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Garden Group, 9:15 a.m., Outside Church 

Joseph’s Group, 9:00 a.m., POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR#1 

Thursday Martha’s Group, 3:30 p.m., GS 

 

Friday, September 9 

All School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

 

Saturday, September 10 
Reconciliation, 2:30 p.m., Eucharistic Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 p.m.,  Church 

 

Sunday, September 11 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.  

Mass, 11:00 a.m.  

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  LABOR DAY 

Pastoral Council Reminder  
The monthly meetings have been changed to the 

third Monday of the month starting September 19. 

Please mark your calendars.  There are a few months 

in which a light dinner is needed. Please call the 

Parish Office if you can help. 

 

We extend our sincerest sympathy  

to the family and friends of  

James Thinnes 
 

and 
 

Elizabeth Roth 
 

May God give them strength dur-

ing this  difficult time. 

Happy Labor Day to you and your 

family.  
 

Please note: There will be no daily 

Mass on Monday, September 5. 
 

Our Pastoral Area Labor Day Mass services 

will be held at Corpus Christi at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: Go 

to www.FORMED.org/register. Scroll down to the 

middle of the page. You will see “Does your parish 

already have Formed?” Type in the parish code: 

ZCME4D. Now set up a username and a password. 

You are all set to use all the great programs on 

FORMED.org anytime by simply logging in. It is 

free as a gift to our parish! 

 

Get registered to see what great 

resources are available for personal 

growth or large or small group 

discussions! 
 

Small groups forming now to view and 

discuss  Fr. Michael Gaitley's 10-week 

small group retreat on  

 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus 
 

If you would like to join a small group, 

contact Karen Brutz at 513-578-4445 or 

karen.brutz@gmail.com 

 

FORMED 

http://www.formed.org/register
mailto:karen.brutz@gmail.com
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I f anyone comes to me without 

hating . . . father and mother, wife 

and children, brothers and sisters, 

and even his [or her] own 

life” (Luke 14:26). Hating? Can any-

one imagine a less appropriate Gos-

pel for the Jubilee Year of Mercy? 

But scholars call this Semitic hyper-

bole. Jesus exaggerates to jolt us into confronting life

-changing challenges. Faced with conflicting loyal-

ties, disciples must reorder priorities, even relation-

ships, to give Jesus and the gospel’s demands first 

place. Today’s second reading presents a real-life 

example. Paul challenges his wealthy convert, Phile-

mon, to welcome back Philemon’s runaway slave, 

Onesimus, whom Paul has baptized in prison. Not 

only with unconditional forgiveness but with a 

counter-cultural, world-shattering change of status—

as an equal. No, even more—a beloved brother in 

Christ. What in my life does the Jubilee Year of 

Mercy challenge me to “hate”—meaning reform, 

redo, even utterly revamp—so I can give everyone, 

no conditions, no exceptions, shockingly Christ-like 

love? 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.,  

Week by  Week Through the Year  of  

Mercy  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SOUTHWESTERN OHIO  

ATHENAEUM CHORALE 

Auditions for the Athenaeum Chorale 
 

The Athenaeum Chorale will be holding auditions 

for its 2016-2017 season from August 29 – 

September 25. All singers over 18 years of age are 

welcome to audition. Spots for all voice parts are 

available. 

 

Beginning its thirty-seventh season, the Athenaeum 

Chorale was founded in the fall of 1980, and has 

continued to inspire listeners and worshippers in 

performances of great choral masterworks and the 

sacred liturgical repertoire. The Chorale sings for 

approximately eight liturgical events per year, most 

of which occur in the Athenaeum’s beautiful Italian 

Romanesque Chapel of St. Gregory the Great. Sung 

Vespers liturgies comprise the main offering of the 

year’s schedule. Each service includes choral 

repertoire from a variety of periods and traditions. 

 

All auditions will be held, by appointment, at the 

Athenaeum of Ohio, 6616 Beechmont Avenue, 

Cincinnati, OH 45230. If you would like to schedule 

an audition or have questions about the Chorale, 

please contact the music director: Ms. Mary 

Catherine Levri at mlevri@athenaeum.edu or 513-

233-6138. 

 

Love Thy Neighbor 

Sharing God’s Mercy 
 

Tuesday, September 27 

7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 

7:30 am - hot buffet breakfast 

8:00 am - presentation 
 

St. Francis-Xavier Jesuit Parish Center 

607 Sycamore Street 

Cincinnati, OH 45202 
 

Cost: $20 
 

RSVP by September 20 

At catholiccharitiesspeaks.eventbrite.com or 

mail your RSVP and check to: 

Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio 

7162 Reading Rd., Suite 600 

Cincinnati, OH 5237  

For m
ore 

inform
atio

n 

visi
t, w

ww.ccsw
oh.org 

O
r call 513-672-3702 

mailto:mlevri@athenaeum.edu
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TERRI’S TIDBITS  

SHOPPING CENTS 

DID YOU KNOW that even with the bad weather 

on Saturday of our festival, we grossed $134,000 

over the weekend? That is just $7,000 less than last 

year’s gross amount. We are still working on the 

total amount grossed. More to follow later. Thank 

you! 

 

DID YOU KNOW that there is a video history of 

Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and is published on 

YouTube? It is slightly over an hour long and a look 

at this great jewel of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 

The link is https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=pOkcR1vs3f0. 

 

DID YOU KNOW that parishioners Clare and 

Maddie Lees went to Krakow, Poland for World 

Youth Day? Read about their experience in the Fall 

edition of the Torch. 

 

We have $10 Domino’s pizza gift cards starting this 

week.  Domino’s recently opened a store on Colerain 

Ave. (in the old KFC location).  We earn 8% profit – 

that is almost a $1 profit on each gift card you 

purchase!!  The average profit we make on gift cards 

is 5% but if you look at our list of retailers we have 

several that have BIG profits like Eli’s Sports Bar & 

Grill at 25% - that is $2.50 profit on each $10 gift 

certificate, and Barnesburg Tavern & Grille or Shagz

-a-Salon at 20% - $2.00 profit for each $10 

certificate.  Do the math we could make BIG 

PROFITS for the school if we had more families 

using Shopping Cent$ gift cards for everyday 

purchases, dinning out, and gas fill ups.  
 

We still need one more new face to join our team.  It 

only takes less than hour per month.  We have one 

opening before/after 4:30 Mass on third Saturday of 

the month.  Please call the hotline (699-6960 ext. 

240) if you can help out! 
  

Shopping Cent$ is on sale every 

Thursday morning starting at 9:00 

a.m. at the Parish Office as well as 

before and after all weekend Masses. 

AUGUST 28, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

STEWARDSHIP 

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his 

possessions cannot be my disciple.”    Luke 14:33 

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus 

is making an unrealistic demand upon us.  How can 

we renounce all of our possessions?  We need them to 

live.  However, what we must renounce is the belief 

that they belong to us.  Everything that we have 

belongs to God alone.  All of our resources are 

entrusted to us not only for our own use, but also so 

that we can help others.  Once we renounce the idea 

that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is much 

easier to share the many gifts that God has given 

us.  Then we truly are His Disciples. 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

10,339.67 

 

1.85 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Peter’s Pence 

$ 

$ 

 

120.00 

10.00 

 
Amount needed each week 

Amount over/under 

$ 

$ 

19,648.00 

(10,339.67) 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 183 

2 

50 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOkcR1vs3f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOkcR1vs3f0
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St. John’s  

Corn Hole Tournament 
 

Saturday, October 8, 2016 

Athletics' Football Field 
 

Check in begins at 6:00 PM 

Tournament begins at 7:00 PM 

Entry Fee $40 per team* 

*Includes 2 beer tickets per registered player 

*Pre-registration is required* 
 

Must be 21 and over to enter 
 

More information and registration forms will be 

available in the coming weeks.  

LOVED THE WEDDING.    INVITE ME 

TO THE MARRIAGE.     LOVE, GOD 
 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can 

help you do that! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours 

where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, 

chores, and phones—and focus only on each other. If 

you’d like greater depth, growth, and enrichment in 

your relationship, you’ll like the difference a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can make!  
 

The next Marriage Encounter weekends are: 

 

September 30-October 2 - Our Lady of the Holy 

Spirit center, Norwood, OH,  

 

November 4-6 - The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein, 

Maria Stein, OH.  

 

Weekends fill up quickly, so a prompt response is 

encouraged. For more information or to register, 

contact Dave or Jan Stockelman, 513-251-1940 or 

800-547-1251 code00 or dj2378@fuse.net or 

www.esharing.org  

Save The Date 

Senior’s Group...Let the fun begin.... 

 

St. John’s Senior Meeting 

September 14, 2016 

1:00  - 3:00 PM 

Gathering Space 

 

Time to get reacquainted with old friends for an 

afternoon of good fun, good food & good company. 

Please bring a dish to share.  Feel free to bring some 

new friends.   

Area Information 

St. John’s Athletic Boosters  

Annual Golf Outing 
 

When:  October 1, 2016 

Time:   11:00 am shotgun start 

Where:  Pebble Creek Golf Course 

Cost:   $80 per person, includes golf, dinner,  

    prizes, etc. 
 

Hole Sponsorship: $150 

Company Sponsorship (hole sponsorship and four-

some):    $450 

Dinner Only:   $15 per person (kids 12 and  

            under are free) 
 

Meal and social after outing, 4:30 pm, at the Athletic 

Fields. 
 

Registration forms can be found on our website, 

stjohnsdr.org 

Mass for Peace in Our Communities 

Feast of Saint Peter Claver 

September 9, 2016 
 

Church of the Resurrection 

1619 California Avenue 

Cincinnati, OH 45237 

9:30 a.m. 

Celebrated by Archbishop Dennis Schnurr 

 

For the Feast of St. Peter Claver, the U.S. Catholic 

Bishops are calling for a national day of prayer in 

response to the raciall motivated violence impacting 

many of our local communities. 

 

Let us come together from across the Archdiocese to 

pray for racial justice, peace and healing. Moreover, 

let us commit ourselves to advancing race relations, 

restorative justice, mental health, economic opportu-

nity and an end to pervasive gun violence. 
 

mailto:dj2378@fuse.net
http://www.esharing.org/
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High School Ministry 

 
Over the summer, our 

high school youth took 

part in a Summer 

Theology of the Body 

course. They came out 

every Monday night and 

learned more about 

themselves and how 

their bodies point them 

to Christ. They had a blast with this class and look 

forward to sharing this with others! 

 

 
Also, our high school and junior 

high youth did a great job 

helping out with the festival this 

summer. Every year they come 

and help with the Pop Booth and 

they made sure everyone was 

refreshed! 

 

 
 

 

 

Our high school program CHOSEN continues to 

meet. Our next meeting is Sunday, Sep. 11 at 7pm in 

the Youth Ministry room. ALL high school youth of 

the parish are invited! Questions? Please contact Rod 

Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 513-614-1789.  

 

 

Young Adult Ministry 

 
This past Tuesday night,  St. John’s hosted a NEW 

WEST SIDE YOUNG ADULT GROUP. This group 

was created with young adults from 12 different 

West Side parishes. There was a great turnout and 

this group looks forward to meeting every Tuesday 

night at 7pm in the Youth Ministry room. If 

interested, please contact Rod Dunlap at 

rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 513-614-1789.  
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

as the words from 

Christ in our gospel 

today. I’ve written 

about this hymn be-

fore. But if you didn’t 

catch it the last time, 

I’ll just write a bit 

again about this very 

challenging text by 

John Bell. 

     The hymn asks a 

series of 13 questions, 

possibly the most of 

any in the annals of 

hymnody. Mr. Bell 

uses phrases not often found in traditional hymns. 

“The Summons” to Christ is a call to a radical Chris-

tianity. We are challenged to “leave yourself be-

hind”, “risk the hostile stare”, “set the prisoner free”, 

“kiss the leper clean”, and “use the faith you found 

to reshape the world around.” Yes, the challenges or 

“costs” presented by Mr. Bell’s hymn are almost as 

difficult as the ones Christ proposes in our Gospel 

passage today. 

     We also sang a couple other beautiful hymns re-

garding discipleship today. In the hymn “Anthem” 

we sang that we are “called, we are chosen, we are 

Christ to one another.” And in “Only This I Want”, 

we sang the words, like Christ’s words in the gospel, 

“and to bear the cross, so to wear the crown he 

wore.” 

     As I stated above, I’ve always been interested in 

numbers, and calculations, but simple mathematical 

numbers don’t even come close to calculating the 

cost of being a disciple of Christ. But, as our gather-

ing hymn stated, once we make that choice to follow 

Christ, we will “never be the same.” And, even 

though the cost be great, it is reassuring for us to 

know, as our psalm proclaimed today, that “in every 

age O Lord, you have been our refuge.” So, when 

the cost seems too great or too much, we have those 

comforting words of our psalm to assuage our fears. 

And we also know that as Christ assures us as his 

followers that “he has prepared a place for us” at the 

heavenly banquet. 

     Have a wonderful week!! 

W 
ill you come and follow me if I but 

call your name? Will you go where 

you don’t know and never be the 

same? Will you let my love be 

shown, will you let my name be known, will you let 

my life be grown in you and you in me?” This is the 

hymn we began our Masses with this weekend. We 

sing this hymn quite frequently at St. John’s and I 

like this text very much. As I was reading over the 

Gospel for this weekend, I was struck by one word – 

COST. Anyone who knows me well knows that I am 

a numbers kind of guy. I think it’s just sort of inher-

ent to me. Music and math, just go hand in hand. 

Music, both instrumentally and vocally, is very 

mathematic in nature: whether describing intervals 

in music as thirds, fourths or fifths or transposing a 

song up or down a step or two. Maybe it’s just deter-

mining how far one note is from another. But by its 

nature, music is just very mathematic. So, I’ve al-

ways been very good at math. I’ve also just naturally 

been drawn to numbers, cost, and calculations.  

     In our Gospel today we were confronted with an-

other type of “cost,” the true cost of discipleship. I 

am guessing that for the majority of us, our parents 

made the choice to have us baptized. And I am very 

glad my parents made that choice for me. But, I 

couldn’t help but ponder, as I read over the gospel 

several times, that if I were not already baptized, and 

had to make my decision based upon what Christ 

calls us to, would I, as an adult, be willing to make 

that decision on my own after calculating the very 

real and true cost of discipleship? Again, I’m very 

glad my parents made that choice for me. And I try, 

as I continue every day on my faith journey, to be-

come a better disciple. But as we found out today, 

and as we do almost every week in the gospel, the 

demands or “cost” of discipleship are not easy. Last 

week we heard from the Book of Sirach and Luke 

about humility. And as Fr. Tim so eloquently quoted 

C. S. Lewis, humility is not “thinking less about our-

selves, but thinking about ourselves less.” In our 

very challenging gospel passage today Christ again 

tells us the cost of being a disciple – conflict with 

family, carrying our crosses and renouncing our pos-

sessions. Being a follower of Christ, truly has many 

costs, but also the best reward of all, eternal life with 

Christ at the heavenly banquet.  

     The text of “The Summons” is just as challenging 
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Following Francis 

“[I]f God is good and loves us, why does He close 

the door at some point? Because our life is not a 

video game or a soap opera; our life is serious and 

the goal to achieve is important: eternal salvation… 

it is the path of salvation that can accommodate all 

those who allow themselves to love and be loved. It 

is love which saves, the love here on earth is a 

source of happiness to those who, in meekness, pa-

tience and justice, forget themselves and give them-

selves to others, especially the weakest.”  
 

Excerpt from Pope Francis’   angelus address on August 21st, 

2016.   Full text at https://zenit.org/articles/angelus-address-on

-salvation/ 

 

Office of Christian Formation 

Amanda Weickert - aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 
 

It would be my joy to meet with you and discuss our 

beautiful faith!  Please feel free to call or schedule an 

appointment any time! 
_________________________________________ 
 

SACRAMENTAL FORMATION FOR 

  R E C O N C I L I A T I O N  &  F I R S T 

COMMUNION 

     All children who will be over the age of 7 by 

April 1st 2017 (typically those enrolling in the 

second grade or higher) are invited to enroll in our 

sacramental formation program for the Sacraments 

of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  Registration is 

online this year—please follow the link on our 

parish website home page or at www.stjohnsdr.org/

sacraments.  Please contact me with any questions 

at aweickert@stjohnsdr.org.   Register now -   

Commitment weekend is next weekend! 

 

SEEDS preschool program  at 11:00 

Mass 
     SEEDS, a faith formation program held during 

the 11:00 Sunday Mass, begins September 18th.  

Children age 2-5 who are potty-trained and not yet 

attending kindergarten are welcome!  Contact 

Amanda Weickert at aweickert@stjohnsdr.org or 

Sarah Roettker at sarah.roettker@yahoo.com for 

more information or to register. 

 

 

to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

By Amanda Weickert 
 

     This week’s gospel opens: “Great crowds were 

traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed 

them, “If anyone comes to me without hating his 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 

sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my 

disciple.”  Jesus certainly doesn’t pull any punches 

does he! 

     But what does he mean by this?  He certainly does 

not want us to be hateful, spiteful people towards our 

families and ourselves.  We can find insight into 

Jesus’ true meaning by the next line and the final line 

in this gospel passage: “Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple… anyone of you who does not renounce all 

his possessions cannot be my disciple.”  Jesus is 

teaching us what it means to really follow him, and it 

is not complicated.  We have to put him first.  He 

must be more important than the approval of our 

families and friends, our own comfort and desires, all 

the things we own or wished we owned.  Jesus is 

saying that to truly be his disciple, we have to be 

willing to do as he did.  We have to be willing to 

meet him on the cross.   

     Praying when we need something isn’t enough.  

Attending Mass on Sunday’s isn’t enough.  Giving 

from our own comfort isn’t enough.  Serving when it 

is convenient and comfortable isn’t enough.  God 

doesn’t call us to be halfhearted followers of a 

philosophy.  We are called to be his disciples—

people he defines in this gospel passage as those who 

are willing to give up everything and everyone and 

bear any trial for love of Him! 

   This is a really difficult teaching for me.  I want to 

make sure I eat foods I like and set the air conditioner 

just how I want it.  I want to have nice things and 

wear pretty dresses.  I want to have my family’s 

respect and not be the odd one.  I want to spend my 

time doing fun things, not hard things.  I want to 

make sure my future is secure and well planned for.  I 

want… and that is exactly the reason I’m not a saint 

walking today.  I let my own desires divide me from 

the purity and totality of God’s love.   

     Jesus, Son of the Most Loving Father, please 

give us to courage to see all the ways you are 

calling us to be your love present in the world.  

Help us to accept your grace, our strength in 

times of difficulty and sorrow.   We love you!  

Amen.  
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PATHWAY TO PEACE 

Walk with Patty & Jess 

Saturday | October 8th | 10 AM 

Heritage Park 

11405 East Miami River RD. Cincinnati, OH 

5K Walk, Prizes, T-Shirts, DJ, 

Family Fun and Kids Activities 

Adult Tickets: $25, Kids: FREE, Kids T-Shirt: $10 

 
Corporate Sponsorship Is Available:  
info@pathwaytopeacefoundation.org  

Register For The Walk At:  
http://www.pathwaytopeacefoundation.org/  

 
Or Email: info@pathwaytopeacefoundation.org  

mailto:info@pathwaytopeacefoundation.org
http://www.pathwaytopeacefoundation.org/
mailto:info@pathwaytopeacefoundation.org

