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PRIEST’S MASS INTENTIONS LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Monday, October 17 

8:30 a.m.  Bob Presher/Hazel Luken 
   

Tuesday, October 18 

8:30 a.m.  For the Residents of Northgate Atria 
  

Wednesday, October 19 

8:30 a.m.  Florence Massa/Ann Ennis 

  

Thursday, October 20 

8:30 a.m.  John Dorrmann /Patricia Jentz 

  

Friday, October 21 

8:30 a.m.  James Niehoff/Jerry & Diane 

  

Saturday, October 22 

4:30 p.m. Carol Wurzelbacher/Bill & Pat Stites 
  

Sunday, October 23 

8:30 a.m. For the Parish  

11:00 a.m. Mabel Busam/Greg & Carmella Hessler 

Readings for October 23, 2016 

 
 

Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14. 16-19 

      God’s judgement of people depends not on their 

status but on the attitudes of their hearts. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8. 16-18 

     The Lord is the righteous judge who stands by 

Paul in the face of all who seek to do him harm. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 

      The Pharisee judges himself to be better than the 

tax collector, but it is the humble man’s prayer that 

is heard. 

Saturday, October 22, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers: A. Threm, M. Threm, Z. Bernecker 

Lectors:  Joe Siefert, Jack O’Brien 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Nancy Schuster, Tom 

Sunderhaus, Mary Ann Lennon, Kathy Wood, Diane 

Henschen, Marcia Schmidt 

Sunday, October 23, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  E. Gardner, G. Vidourek, S. Keil 

Lectors:  Heather Gabriel, Betty Dirr 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Roger Smallwood, Sandi 

Kasee, Dale Bosse, Debbie Schneider, Jessica 

Brockman, MJ Gabriel 

Sunday, October 23, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers:  E. Gerbus, B. Smith, O. Tewell 

Lectors:  Bill Clark, Jack Hart 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Hailey Tensing, Michelle 

Zerhusen, Michael Hayes, Michelle Burke, Matthew 

Fejer, Machell Kroner, Terri Molony, Andrea Neff, 

John Gilmore, Renee Gilmore 

Parish Library Spot 

Pope John Paul II:  Pilgrim of Peace 

was the first book to record in words 

and pictures the pope’s history-making 

pilgrimages all over the world. This 

book combines excerpts from Pope John Paul II’s 

sermons and addresses with stunning color 

photograph’s taken by his official photographer 

Arturo Mari.  The hope is that this spectacular 

presentation of words and pictures will inspire all of 

us to imitate the pope’s example and become a 

“pilgrim of peace”. Check it out! 
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Monday,  October 17 

Mass with Grade 4, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:15 a.m. 

Pastoral Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m., POCR 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Pastoral Commission Meetings, 7:00 p.m., Church 
 

Tuesday, October 18 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Ministry, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 

Consoling Heart of Jesus Program, 6:00 p.m., Library 
 

Wednesday, October 19  

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

YM Encounter, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 
 

Thursday,  October 20 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Garden Group, 9:15 a.m., Outside Church 

Joseph’s Group, 9:00 a.m., POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR#1 

Thursday Martha’s Group, 3:30 p.m., GS 
 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

Boys & Girls 4 - 8 Grades 

High School Students 

WHERE ARE YOU?! 
 

Your parish needs you to answer the call to be altar 

servers for one Mass a month. 

 

Jesus loves you and misses you...Won’t you please 

show Him your love in this small way?  It is an 

honor to serve Him at his altar 

 

Please contact Anne Johns at ljohns@cinci.rr.com 

Next week, we will celebrate World Mission Sunday.  

Its theme this year is “Mercy Changes the World”.  

Pope Francis invites the entire Church to support the 

young mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific 

Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, 

where priests, religious and lay leaders serve some of 

the poorest of the poor. Please keep the Missions in 

your prayers and be generous in next week’s 

collection for the Society of the Propagation of the 

Faith. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

Friday, October 21 

All School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Church 
 

Saturday, October 22 
JH Fall Fun Fest, 1:00 p.m., Cafeteria 

Reconciliation, 2:30 p.m., Eucharistic Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 p.m.,  Church 
 

Sunday, October 23 - World Mission Sunday 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.  

Reconciliation Formation Session, 9:35 a.m., Chapel 

Mass, 11:00 a.m.  

Formed in Faith, 6:30 p.m., Church 

Youth Ministry, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST                                                                                            10/16/2016 

3 

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TERRI’S TIDBITS  

SHOPPING CENTS 

DID YOU KNOW that the Chicken Dinner sold 

1,922 adult dinners, 173 children dinners, and 122 

under 6? There were 100 dinners presold and 700 

dinners sold at carryout. For a total of 3,017 dinners! 

Congratulations to all. Once again it was the best 

Chicken Dinner around. 

 

DID YOU KNOW that we are now collecting empty 

prescription bottles? Please place them in the gold 

box on the Welcome Center. Thanks to Mary Ellen 

Moeller for taking them to Matthew 25 Ministries. 

 

DID YOU KNOW that November 1 - All Saints 

Day is a holy day of obligation? Masses are 8:30 am 

at St. John the Baptist, Noon at Corpus Christi and 7 

pm at St. John Neumann.  

As the weather starts to change and autumn 

approaches it might be time to shop for new 

clothes.  Have your kids outgrown last year’s long 

pants, sweatshirts, shoes?  Please use gift cards when 

shopping.  We carry Kohl’s, Macy’s, Dick’s Sporting 

Goods and can special order many more retailers 

such as American Eagle, Dillards, The Children’s 

Place, etc.  Did you know that you can actually pay 

your Kohl’s charge bill with our Kohl’s gift 

cards?  Just take your bill and the cards to customer 

service.  Don’t forget we have Lowe’s and Home 

Depot for you fall yard and home repair 

needs.  Grabbing a bite to eat on the way home from 

football or soccer games?  We carry lots of casual 

dining and fast food restaurant gift cards.  Stop by 

the bell tower and see what we have in stock or can 

special order for you. 

Shopping Cent$ is on sale every Thursday 

morning starting at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Parish Office as well as before and after 

all weekend Masses. 

OCTOBER 9, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

STEWARDSHIP 

“…be persistent whether it is convenient or 

inconvenient...”            — 2 Timothy 4:2 

 

It is not always convenient to be a good steward, 

especially when all the temptations of our busy and 

materialistic world get in the way.  Now add our own 

pride and ego into the equation and living a 

stewardship lifestyle may be downright 

uncomfortable!  Remember, God didn’t call us to be 

comfortable.  He called us to be faithful. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Breakfast in Bethlehem 
When: Saturday, December 10 

Where: Starting at 9:00 AM in Church with a 

Prayer service followed by fun, fellowship and food 

in the cafeteria.  More details and many volunteer 

opportunities to come!! 

 

Attention all non-users of Shopping Cents. Please 

consider using Shopping Cents for your every day 

purchases, such as food, gas, fast food.  Profits from 

the Shopping Cents program are used to keep tuition 

increases low.  The more users-the more money 

saved.  Remember...it does not cost anything to use  

Shopping Cents..it just changes the way items are 

paid for. Give it a try this weekend!! 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

14,326.93 

 

2.00 

 Assumption 

Debt Reduction 

Respect Life 

 

$ 

$ 

$ 

 

10.00 

50.00 

180.00 

 
Amount needed each week 

Amount over/under 

$ 

$ 

19,648.00 

(5,321.07) 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 184 

2 

65 
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Food Pantry News 
 

Junior High Area Event 

Our Pastoral Area Food Pantry is one of two food 

pantries in Cincinnati that has been invited by the 

Chili’s restaurant organization to be a part of their 

“Give Back Program”.  From October 1 thru October 

31 we will partner with Chili’s at 855 East Kemper 

Road in Tri County to earn 15% of sales (excluding 

tax and gratuity) to support our Food Pantry.  We 

plan to put the proceeds from this event towards the 

purchase of a new freezer and/or computer upgrades.  

You must have the restaurant coupon below to 

participate in this event.  Just grab some coupons, 

your family, 

friends and co-

workers and 

enjoy a meal at 

C h i l i ’ s  t o 

support our 

Pastoral Area 

Food Pantry.  

A d d i t i o n a l 

coupons are 

located at the 

Parish Center 

offices and 

racks in the 

G a t h e r i n g 

Spaces.  Thank 

you to all for 

your continued 

support of our Pastoral Area Food Pantry.   

PASTORAL AREA THANKSGIVING  

DINNER GIVE AWAY 

The Food Pantry will continue to sign up clients for 

Thanksgiving dinners until October 27. We 

appreciate the support of the parishioners of St. John 

Neumann, St. John the Baptist and Corpus Christi 

who have generously donated food for the 

Thanksgiving drive. The items in most need: canned 

yams, canned fruit, Jell-O, potatoes, stuffing, cake 

mix and frosting. Please place items in the bins 

located at each parish. Gift cards used to purchase of 

turkeys are greatly appreciated. These can be left in 

the office at each parish. Thank you for your 

generous help and we wish you a Happy 

Thanksgiving. 

West Side Junior High 

Ministry  

Fall Fest 

Saturday, Oct. 22 

1pm-4pm 

St. John the Baptist 

cafeteria  

5361 Dry Ridge Rd.  

Snacks will be provided!  

Come join us for a fun afternoon as we 
celebrate Fall through awesome games, 
activities, and faith sharing. We will be 
outside at times and you will get messy, 
so dress accordingly! 
 

Cemetery scavenger hunt, pumpkin 

seed spitting competition, bobbing for 

apples, pumpkin decoration, and more! 

 
Questions? Please contact Rod 

Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 

614-1789.  
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Evensong  

for the  

Recently Deceased 

Parish Events 

September 28 - November 6 
Join the worldwide movement to 

protect mothers and children 
The Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky 
area will join with hundreds of other cities for 40 
Days for Life, a life-saving campaign made up of 
three components: 
 

                         
Prayer & Fasting              Community Outreach         Peaceful Vigil 
 

40 Days for Life is helping people in local 
communities end the injustice of abortion.  With 
God's help, and the participation of 700,000 
volunteers in 636 cities across 36 nations, 40 
Days for Life has seen 11,796 babies saved 
from abortion, 133 abortion worker conversions 
and 74 closed abortion centers. 
 

For this Fall campaign to be successful, 
we need YOU! 
 

Make plans now to join fellow St. John the 
Baptist parishioners when we take part in the 
most visible campaign component - prayer in 
front of Planned Parenthood in Cincinnati - in 
repentance for the destruction of innocent lives 
right here in our midst. Days and times for St. 
John the Baptist: Sunday, October 2 from 
1:00 pm - 7:00 pm; Monday, October 17 from 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm; Saturday, November 5 
from 7:00 am - 7:00 pm. 
 

Pray and get involved  
to save lives!  

 
Vigil Location:  Planned Parenthood 
    2314 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati 
 

Contact:  Nellie or Bill Jung, 
jungfamily7@icloud.com/513-737-2185 

 

Go to www.40daysforlife.com for inspiring and 
hopeful stories in these trying times  

Each year on the Feast of All Souls 

November 2 

we celebrate a special Evensong 

in memory of those who have died, 

especially those who have died in the 

past year. 

All are invited to come to this special 

service which will be on 

Wednesday, November 2, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

During the service  

we will mention the names of all from 

the parish who have died since last 

November. 

A family member will come forward  

to light a candle in their memory. 

 

You are welcome 

to have the names of other loved ones 

mentioned who have died this past 

year. 

Please contact Deacon Ken  Schnur 

at 385-8010 by Monday, October 24.  
 

Thank you. 

http://www.40daysforlife.com
https://40daysforlife.com/mission/
https://40daysforlife.com/mission/
https://40daysforlife.com/mission/
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

H 
ave you ever thought, while listening to 

the scriptures on a given weekend, 

“Didn’t we just hear this parable, or one 

very similar just a few weeks ago?” 

Well, time flies. But, if today’s story sounds 

somewhat familiar or, if the themes of today’s 

scriptures sound like stories we hear not too long 

ago, you are right. Just about three months ago, on 

the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we heard two 

scripture passages regarding being persistent in our 

prayer. As I wrote at that time, my friend and 

colleague Kathleen Harmon (now a current member 

of our choir here at St. John’s) wrote about those 

scriptures: In response to their request, Jesus 

teaches the disciples the Our Father, tells them to 

persist in prayer, suggests what they are to pray for, 

and grounds their prayer in the goodness of God the 

Father. Abraham [in the first reading from that 

weekend] exemplifies such prayer. He is persistent. 

He speaks to God directly and forcefully. He prays 

for righteous judgment and protection of the 

innocent. God stands in front of Abraham, listening 

to and granting each request. 

     In our Gospel today, we heard these words from 

Luke, “Jesus told his disciples a parable about the 

necessity for them to pray always without becoming 

weary.” I like to think of this as Jesus telling them to 

be persistent in their prayer. 

     As I frequently do on this page, I would like to 

quote my colleague and liturgist Jerry Galipeau 

because I think he has written a very nice reflection 

on today’s Gospel. Jerry writes: “Persistence pays 

off,” proclaims today’s parable—one Jesus tells 

with some humor. Even though widows were among 

the most powerless people in the biblical world, here 

you have a widow who makes a judge cower, a 

judge described as having no fear of God or anyone 

else. The judge himself says that the only reason he 

finally decides in the widow’s favor is that he fears 

she might come off and bop him. The story would 

have gotten a laugh in Luke’s community, not only 

for its incongruity, but possibly because some of his 

listeners would be able to think of someone in their 

own family like this widow. Jesus encourages us to 

be like that widow 

and PERSEVERE 

in our prayer, not 

giving up calling on 

God. When we 

come to church we 

help each other 

PERSIST in prayer 

by praying together 

in word and song. 

By our  very 

presence we “hold up the arms” of others as they do 

for us. 

     During Mass today we sang the hymn “Lord of 

all Hopefulness”. We sang about being persistent in 

prayer as well. We sang about the need to pray at all 

times of the day…from the “break of the day” to the 

“noon of the day”, even to both the “eve” and “end” 

of the day. 

      It’s not easy to be persistent in our prayer 

because we often don’t believe that our prayers are 

being heard. It’s at these times we need to know 

that, as we were assured on that Sunday that our 

loving and merciful God is listening, and as our 

psalm on that particular Sunday stated, “Lord, on the 

day I called for help, you answered me.” 

     So, yes, today’s scriptures sounded very familiar 

to those we heard just a few months ago. But, I 

believe these are words we need to hear, especially 

in our current world in which we live. We have so 

many things for which to pray. 

     May we have the courage this week to continue 

to be persistent in our prayer, like the widow in 

today’s Gospel. And again as Mr. Galipeau reminds 

us when we come to church we help each other 

persist in prayer by praying and singing in word and 

song. And…by our very presence we “hold up the 

arms” of others as they do for us. 

     Mr. Galipeau concludes his reflection with a 

question which could be a question for each of us to 

ponder as we go through this week: WHO IN YOUR 

LIFE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT TO KEEP 

PRAYING? 

     Have a great week!! 

S r .  K a t h y  H a r m o n  

“Those  who s ing ,  pray twice ” 
Qui cantat, bis orat — St. Augustine 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiijsa42dDPAhVDWSYKHTInB6kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DChO2GfS1gcc&psig=AFQjCNE0dfj6dxmsD1PXUhxx9K4mEFPOKg&ust=1476204737115531
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 Amanda Weickert - aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 

It would be my joy to meet with you and discuss our 

beautiful faith!  Please feel free to call or schedule an 

appointment any time! 
__________________________________________ 

VIRTUS online bulletins 
     Volunteers, please complete your VIRTUS 

bulletins online.  Make sure when you go to 

VIRTUS.org you log in and then complete the 

training bulletin.  If you do not log in and click 

on the article link under the training tab you may 

be mistakenly taking the weekly survey question 

which appears on VIRTUS’ homepage instead of 

the  required training bulletin.  Thank you! 

 

Office of Christian Formation to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

By Amanda Weickert 

 
 

           A few weeks ago I began praying: 

 

“Lord, please help me to see myself as you 

do.  Please help me to know that I am 

known and beloved just as I am.”  Beginning 

my day with this prayer as I got dressed each 

morning has been a wonderfully helpful reminder 

of how much God loves me right now.  Even in 

my imperfection God doesn’t look at me critically 

as I look at myself – he looks and me   and sees 

someone he loves.   

     God answered this prayer in a new way this 

past week.  While I was grocery shopping I struck 

up a short conversation with the kind 

grandfatherly bagger who was helping me load 

the groceries back into the cart.  We only spoke 

for a minute, but at the end he commented on how 

kind I was and how I carried myself with grace.   

     This tiny conversation made my week so much 

better.  The gift of seeing myself from this man’s 

perspective gave me a glimpse of myself through 

God’s eyes.   While remembering the difference 

between God’s perspective and my own has been 

a good starting point, learning that other people 

can see what God sees too was a revelation.  I was 

surprised that given the brevity of our 

conversation he noticed and commented on two 

things which are so dear to me.  He saw 

something in me that I struggle to recognize 

within myself.  It has been both startling and a 

relief to know that this man at least already sees 

within me virtues I am striving towards. 

     I learned a lot from this brief encounter, even 

beyond a new perspective and self-image.  I hope 

that I can be attentive enough to everyone I 

encounter that I too can be God’s answer to their 

unknown prayers.  I also have a renewed faith in 

the depth of God’s answers to our prayers – he 

certainly answers them in ways I could not 

anticipate, and even beyond what I was expecting!    

 

Following Francis 

“Mary helps us to understand what it means to 

be a disciple of Christ. Eternally chosen to be his 

Mother, she learned to become his disciple. Her 

first act was to listen to God. She obeyed the 

message of the Angel and opened her heart to 

receive the mystery of divine motherhood. She 

followed Jesus, listening to every word that 

issued from his lips (cf. Mk 3:31-35). She kept 

all those things in her heart (cf. Lk 2:19) and 

became the living memory of the signs worked 

by God’s Son to awaken our faith. But is not 

enough simply to listen. That is certainly the first 

step, but listening then needs to be translated into 

concrete action. The disciple truly puts his life at 

the service of the Gospel.” 
 

Excerpt from the meditation Pope Francis gave  

Saturday evening, October 8th 2016 on the vigil of the 

Marian Jubilee.  Full text at https://zenit.org/articles/

popes-meditation-at-marian-jubilee-vigil/ 
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Junior High Ministry 
 

This past Wednesday afternoon, some of our Junior 

High youth gathered to help clean up the cemetery. 

They laid some new dirt, cleaned up the headstones, 

and mowed the grass. Thanks to them, the cemetery 

looks great! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, this past Thursday night, our Eighth graders 

had their first Confirmation Prep night. Please pray 

for them as they begin this journey to receiving this 

Sacrament in May 2017! 

 

 

 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
This past Tuesday night our Young Adults gathered 

for a pro-life night. We had guest speaker, Maria 

Dunlap, from Vivian’s Victory who spoke about 

sanctity of life and the role her organization plays  in 

the pro-life movement here in Cincinnati. There was 

a great turnout and this group looks forward to 

meeting every Tuesday night at 7pm in the Youth 

Ministry room. If interested, please contact Rod 

Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 614-1789.  

High School Ministry 
Our next High School CHOSEN night is next 

Sunday, October 23 at 7:00 pm in the Youth 

Ministry room. This has been an amazing journey 

these high school youth have been on since last 

October. They have really enjoyed this program and 

look forward to finishing it up around the end of the 

calendar year. Please continue to pray for the high 

school youth participating in this program that their 

hearts would be open to hearing God’s voice. If you 

are in high school and wish to join us for this 

program, please contact Rod Dunlap at 

rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 614-1789.  



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST                                                                                            10/16/2016 

9 

In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue. The responsibility to make political choices rests with each person and his 

or her properly formed conscience. 
 

As bishops, we do not intend to tell Catholics for whom or against whom to vote. Our purpose is to help Catholics form their 

consciences in accordance with God's truth”. (#7 Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship) 
 

Catholic voters are called to properly form their consciences in preparation for voting and for the continued advocacy for 

just laws and policies required after voting. This process should focus on moral principles, the defense of life, the needs of the 
weak, and the pursuit of the common good.  It requires constant prayer, understanding of Church teaching, and discernment that 
goes beyond campaign rhetoric and partisan politics.  
 

This discernment should focus on a candidate’s consistency with moral principles, sincerity, integrity and the ability to effect the 

policies that he or she promotes. It should also include seeking and verifying background information regarding a candidate’s stance 
on policy issues, and a consideration of those who would be directly impacted by such policies. 
  
 

FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP: 
A CALL TO POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY FROM THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF THE UNITED STATES 
PARAGRAPHS 34-37 

 

Catholics often face difficult choices about how to vote. This is why it is so important to vote according to a well-formed conscience 

that perceives the proper relationship among moral goods. A Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a policy promoting an 
intrinsically evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman living 
conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter’s intent is to support that 
position. In such cases, a Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in grave evil. At the same time, a voter should not use a 
candidate’s opposition to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to other important moral issues involving human life 
and dignity. 
 

There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a candidate’s unacceptable position even on policies promoting an intrinsically evil 

act may reasonably decide to vote for that candidate for other morally grave reasons. Voting in this way would be permissible only for 
truly grave moral reasons, not to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to ignore a fundamental moral evil. 
 

When all candidates hold a position that promotes an intrinsically evil act, the conscientious voter faces a dilemma. The voter may 

decide to take the extraordinary step of not voting for any candidate or, after careful deliberation, may decide to vote for the candidate 
deemed less likely to advance such a morally flawed position and more likely to pursue other authentic human goods. 
 

In making these decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience that recognizes that all issues do not 

carry the same moral weight and that the moral obligation to oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has a special claim on 
our consciences and our actions. These decisions should take into account a candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and 
ability to influence a given issue. In the end, this is a decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a conscience formed by 
Catholic moral teaching. 

 

0N MAKING MORAL CHOICES 
 IN VOTING 


