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PRIEST’S MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 5 

8:30 a.m. Rose Toepfer/Family 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
8:30 a.m.  Loraine Engel/Mary Ann Bowling 
   

Wednesday, December 7 

8:30 a.m. Vera Jacobs/Henry Althoff 
    

Thursday, December 8 

8:30 a.m.  Ralph Focke/Margie  
  

Friday, December 9 

8:30 a.m. Patty & Jessica Lutz/Sherry DeWeese 
 

 Saturday, December 10 

4:30 p.m. Bertha & Edmund Ries/Frank Sunderhaus 
  

Sunday, December 11 

8:30 a.m. Joe Wurzelbacher/Robert Johnson 

11:00 a.m. Nathan Sieber/Sue & Bill Hines 

The schedule for January - March 2017 will be done 

in the next few weeks. If you have any changes or if 

you know of particular dates that you will be unable 

to minister, please let me know by December 11. 

Please, if you cannot serve, get a sub. If you no 

longer wish to be on the list or if you have special 

scheduling requests, please let me know. You can 

r e a c h  m e  a t  7 4 1 - 2 8 0 8  o r  a t 

marciaschmidt@cinci.rr.com. 

EUCHARIST MINISTERS & LECTORS 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday at 2:30 p.m. & Seasonal Service 

MARRIAGE:  Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to your 

  wedding. 

BAPTISMS:  Call the Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION: Call Parish Office 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. Please contact the Parish Office  

CURRENT PARISHIONERS:  Moving? New email?  

 Contact the Parish Office. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - 513-301-6881 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic Parish 
5361 Dry Ridge Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45252 

(513)385-8010  Fax (513)385-8080 
www.stjohnsdr.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday    4:30 pm 

Sunday       8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday & Holyday - See Bulletin 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rev. Timothy S. Kallaher, Pastor 

Deacon Ken Schnur, Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Vincent Lutz 

Douglas Schmutte, Pastoral Associate for  

       Music/Liturgy 

Amanda Weickert, Pastoral Associate for  

       Faith Formation 

Rod Dunlap, Director of Youth Ministry 

Terri Reder, Business Manager 

Tom Cunningham, Plant Manager/Maintenance  

            Supervisor 

Michelle Zerhusen, Office Manager 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
John Stehlin, Chairperson, 476-9665 

Ryan Vitolo, Vice-Chairperson, 519-1518 

Kevin Wood, Secretary, 885-9860 

Steve Bissmeyer, Member at Large, 923-2633 

Gene Culman, Member at Large, 385-6669 

Shannon Meyer, Member at Large, 385-6970 

Al Grote, Member at Large, 245-9943 

Lisa Severt, Member at Large, 309-8067 

Teresa Gagnon, Member at Large, 515-8179 

Heather Smith, Development Commission Rep., 923-2893 

Betty Dirr, , Faith Formation Comm. Rep., 385-3954 

Sharon Bachman, Finance Commission Rep., 385-8267  

Patti Rice, Worship Commission Rep., 385-5410 

Larry Weinheimer, Communications Comm. Rep, 652-2563 
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Monday,  December 5 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:15 a.m. 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Consoling Heart of Jesus Program, 6:00 p.m., Lib 

Young Adult Ministry, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 
 

Wednesday, December 7 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

Thursday,  December 8 - Immaculate Conception 

All School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Church 

Martha’s Group, 3:30, Gathering Space 

St. Vincent de Paul Committee Mtg., 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 9 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.  
 

Saturday, December 10 
Breakfast in Bethlehem, 9:00 a.m., Church 

Reconciliation, 2:30 p.m., Eucharistic Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 p.m.,  Church 
 

Sunday, December 11 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.  

Mass, 11:00 a.m.  

Youth Ministry, 7:00 p.m., YM Room 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

READINGS FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Isaiah 35:1-6. 10 

     The prophet assures his people in exile that the 

Lord will come, the desert will bloom and human 

disabilities will be healed. 

 

James 5:7-10 
     The farmer, who plants his seeds in autumn and, 

after early and late rains, sees the first shoots appear, 

is an example of patient waiting. 

 

Matthew 11:2-11 
     John’s disciples assure him that his waiting is 

rewarded: the Messiah has come, the words of the 

prophet are fulfilled.  

Saturday, December 10, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers: L. Lewis, L. Lewis, A. Lewis 

Lectors:  Al Grote, Mike Meyer 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Teresa Gagnon, Diane 

Henschen, Marcia Schmidt, Mary Ann Lennon, Tom 

Sunderhaus, Nancy Schuster 

Sunday, December 11, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  S. Keil, D. Wolterman, I. Tonne 

Lectors:  Keith Young, Bob Carle 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Jessica Brockman, Sandi 

Kasee, Sue Siegert, Matthew Fay, Laura Kruze, 

Eileen Molulon 

Sunday, December 11, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers:  G. Lees, E. Meyer, G. Meyer 

Lectors:  Tim Lees, Kristin Watson 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Mike Burke, Michelle 

Burke, Taylor Greene, Michael Langenbrunner, 

Joyce Behrmann, Begona Naciff, Karen Brutz, 

Michelle Zerhusen, Hailey Tensing, Bill Clark 

Parish Library Spot 

Advent Reflections by Bishop 

Robert Barron is a small book 

meant to be our companion 

during the Advent season.  Each 

reflection is followed by a one-

sentence summary to impress the 

message on our mind and have it stick with us 

throughout the day.  Please note this book has a 

copyright of 2015.  The daily reflections sometime 

refer to the daily mass readings.  This may cause a bit 

of confusion for a daily mass attendee, because this 

year’s daily readings are different from last year’s.  If 

you don’t get hung up on these references, the one-to-

two page daily reflections will guide us in our journey 

through Advent on our way to the newborn king. 

 

We extend our sincerest sympathy  

to the family and friends of  
 

William McConnell, Jack Lennon 

& 

Harold Miller 

 

May God give them strength during this  

difficult time. 
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TERRI’S TIDBITS  

DID YOU KNOW that congratulations are in order 

to our St. John’s 3rd and 4th grade soccer team? They 

are State Champions! Congratulations! 
 

DID YOU KNOW that we received a thank you 

note from the Mission Office for our donation of 

$2,531.56 on World Mission Sunday? This money is 

used by the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of 

the Faith around the world. Thank you for your 

generosity! 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW that Christmas is almost upon 

us? Have you prepared yourself for the coming of 

our Lord? Spend some time Tuesday night here for 

Evening Prayer. The simple dinner starts at 6pm with 

prayer starting at 7pm. Come and spend a few 

minutes of prayer time during this very busy time of 

the year. 

STEWARDSHIP 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good 

fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 

fire.”    Matthew 3:10 
 

Do you bear good fruit for Christ?  Or, do you 

spend your time, talent and treasure constantly 

acquiring more toys, clutter and junk.  Our time, 

our talent and our treasure are gifts that God has 

given us.  What we do with them is our gift back to 

God.  What gifts are you planning to give to the 

Lord during this upcoming Christmas season? 

NOVEMBER 27, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

11,437.58 

 

3.85 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Flowers 

Debt Reduction 

$ 

$ 

$ 

230.00 

985.00 

314.00 

 
Amount needed each week 

Amount over/under 

$ 

$ 

19,648.00 

(8,210.42) 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 180 

5 

50 

Thanksgiving Mass collection for St. Vincent de Paul   

$599.30 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

9,192.68 

 

1.00 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Flowers 

Debt Reduction 

Military Collection 

Campaign for Human Dev. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

25.00 

508.00 

12.00 

10.00 

1,686.00 

NOVEMBER 20, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

13,002.91 

 

4.00 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

All Saints 

All Souls 

Debt Reduction 

Military Collection 

Campaign for Human Dev. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

107.00 

25.00 

20.00 

350.00 

70.00 

8.00 

NOVEMBER 13, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

Year To Date Collection versus Budget: 

 

 Sunday Collection YTD $270,687.08 

 Budget Collection YTD $294,633.35 

 

Attention Parishioners 

If you have any tidbits you would like to 

share, please send them to me at 

treder@stjohnsdr.org. 
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St. John the Baptist’s Church 

What’s Happening this Week in Advent 

We Love God. 

We Love Others. 

We Make Disciples. 

Reflection on This Sunday’s Opening Prayer 
 

Collect: 
 

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but 

may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. Who lives… 
 

Reflection: 
 

     This is the season to be watchful and alert as we “make haste” to meet the Son of God. As John preached at the River 

Jordan, we must prepare the way. This requires that we avoid distraction and stay on course. How hard that is to do in a 

secular season that fills our desire with temptations of worldly gifts. As the Prayer after Communion this day suggests, 

we must “judge wisely things on earth” and “hold firm to the things of heaven.” We need to focus on what lies ahead, 

seeking “heavenly wisdom,” and running toward the goal of the heavenly dwelling. 

     In his instruction on prayer, Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.” During this season, if we can remain focused on the goals of the kingdom, perhaps our secular lives can be 

transformed. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in 

Jesus Christ.” If we can transform this earthly kingdom to a place that prepares the way of the Lord, we will be prepared 

for the prize of meeting Christ in the heavenly kingdom. 
 

Prayer: 
 

Lord, we seek the prize of your heavenly calling. We pray that you will help us to transcend the distractions and 

temptations that keep us from being focused on the ways of your kingdom. Strengthen us and enlighten our minds in 

your ways so that we may gain our place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

—-Karen L. Podd 

Chairperson, Buffalo Diocesan Liturgical Commission 

Diocese of Buffalo 
 

Excerpt from The Roman Missal, Third Edition © 2010, ICEL. Reprinted with approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

Monday, December 5:  9:15 a.m.—7:00 a.m. Exposition—SJB 

10:00–11:00 a.m. & 6:00-7:00 p.m. Family Exposition - St. John Neumann 

           7:00 p.m.—Rosary—SJB 
 

Tuesday, December 6:  6:00 Simple Supper—SJB 

           7:00 Evening Prayer—SJB 
 

Thursday, December 8:  Immaculate Conception (Holyday of Obligation) 

  Masses:      8:30 a.m. —SJB 

           Noon      —St. John Neumann 

           7:00 p.m. —Corpus Christi 
 

Saturday, December 10: 9:00 a.m.—Breakfast in Bethlehem—SJB 

                   2:30 p.m. Reconciliation—SJB 
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Parish Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 10, 2016 
9:00: Music and Prayer Service in the Church 

                              9:45 - 11:30:   Breakfast and Crafts in the Cafeteria 
 

Please join us for a morning of fun, fellowship and food! 
 

The morning begins with a prayer service 

Followed by 

Breakfast, music, crafts, prizes, and much more 
Cost: $5 per person or $20 per family 

All ages are welcome 
 

Please consider bringing a small baby item to donate to the Pregnancy Center West 
 

To RSVP or to offer to volunteer contact Cathy Hale at 315-9424 or 

cathyknueven@hotmail.com or sign up at  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/5080D45ADAB2CA20-breakfast 

 
  

Jesus is the Reason for the Season 
  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D45ADAB2CA20-breakfast
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SHOPPING CENTS 

PASTORAL AREA  

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

The Marsh Grocery Store at 11865 Hamilton 

Avenue (near the intersection of Kemper Road and 

Hamilton Avenue) is partnering with our Pastoral 

Area Food Pantry to have an in-store food drive 

October 24 thru November 19 and again November 

28 thru December 17.  There are several ways to 

donate to the food drive:  Purchase Holiday Bags of 

non-perishable food for $5, $10 or $20.  Donate any 

non-perishable item you choose.  Or make a tax 

deductible cash donation in the amount of $3, $5, or 

$10.  We would appreciate your support of this food 

drive by our neighborhood Marsh grocery store.  

Thank you!  

Reminder: If you purchased any gifts &/or dinners 

for the Pastoral Area Christmas Project, items are to 

be returned by this weekend. 

Your donation work for aging religious.  “I read 

that roughly 95 percent of donations to the 

Retirement Fund for Religious aid senior religious,” 

a donor writes.  “That’s wonderful when we truly 

want our donations to work.”  Your gift works for 

elderly religious by helping to furnish medications, 

nursing care, and more. Please support next week’s 

collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious, and 

give to those who have given a lifetime.  Please see 

page 10 of the bulletin. 

RETIREMENT FUND  

Another gardening season has come to an end. The 

Thursday Gardening Group would like to thank those 

who helped us with donations, flowers and grants 

during this past year. Thank you Boy Scout Troop 

#641 for sharing plants from their annual plant sale.  

Thank you Saturday Men’s Group for your financial 

support.  Any thank you Cathy Mersch for securing a 

grant to help with the purchase of bushes, supplies 

and plants. 

ST. JOHN’S GARDEN GROUP 

Pick up extra gift cards for St. Nick.  We have $5 Panera 

and $5 Starbucks in stock for a limited time.  We also 

have $5 Frisch’s and $5 Red Squirrel.  Don’t forget to 

show our appreciation to the people who give you great 

service all year – hair dresser, mail carrier, bus driver, 

baby sitter, teacher, coach, scout leader… Do you own a 

business, have employees you want to reward?  Please 

consider purchasing Shopping Cent$ gift cards.  Meijer, 

Walmart, Honey Baked Ham (special order), 

restaurants…  Call the hotline (699-6960 ext. 240) and we 

can help you with your budget.  Want to know how to 

reload current cards or order e-cards?  Sign up for 

ScripNow and PrestoPay – instructions are on the school 

website www.stjohnsdrschool.org under the Parent Info 

page.  All profits from Shopping Cent$ help to offset St. 

John’s tuition increases.  Supporting Shopping Cent$ 

supports our school families! 

ST. JOHN’S SENIOR GROUP 

St. John’s Seniors 

Celebrating the 

 “Season of Joy” 
 

December 14 

Noon - 3:00 pm 

Gathering Space 
 

Due to this year’s entertainment 

The meeting shall begin at 

Noon. 

 

Entertainment provided by: 

In Harmony 

 

Lunch will be provided 

 

Please don’t forget your mittens or 

gloves for the children of St. 

Francis School. 

http://www.stjohnsdrschool.org/
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

T 
oday we celebrated the Second Sunday of 

Advent. Each year on this Second Sunday 

and the next Sunday, our gospel passages 

focus on our patron saint, John the Baptist. 

Today, we heard the very familiar words of John the 

Baptist, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 

his paths. And during Mass, at the preparation of the 

gifts we sang those very words of his. We also sang 

a new communion hymn today entitled “Jesus, Hope 

of the World” by Paul Tate. You might recall a few 

weeks ago we sang another of Paul’s piece’s entitled 

“In Remembrance of You.” I received many positive 

comments regarding that piece. I think you will like 

this new communion hymn as much as that previous 

piece.  

     I must note that, given the fact that Advent is a 

very short period of time – only four Sundays – I try 

select hymns that our parish knows well. When I 

planned today’s Mass, approximately three months 

ago, I didn’t realize that we were singing two 

entirely new pieces on the same weekend. Neither of 

these hymns was in our previous hymnal. I really 

think over time you will come to like both of the 

pieces. I will admit that as I was planning I wanted 

to give you a sense of the really nice new hymns that 

are in our new hymnal. 

     So, it’s already December 4 and three weeks 

from today we will celebrate Christmas Day. These 

days certainly do go by quickly. I hope some of you 

took advantage of our pastoral area prayer evening 

this past Tuesday. TAIZE prayer is always such a 

nice way to take some time to slow down the 

frenetic pace of these four weeks. If you did attend, 

and it was your first TAIZE experience, I hope you 

found it to be a wonderful evening of quiet prayer 

and a time to take an hour out of the hustle and 

bustle of the holiday season and pray quietly with, 

not only your fellow parishioners, but also those in 

our pastoral area as well. If you couldn’t make our 

prayer evening last Tuesday, there are still two more 

prayer evenings of which to take advantage. This 

coming Tuesday, here at St. John’s we will have a 

simple supper at 6:00 in the Gathering Space 

followed by Evening Prayer in the Chapel at 7:00. 

Then on December 13 we will have our final Advent 

prayer evening at St. John Neumann. On that 

evening we will have our Advent Reconciliation 

Service. That evening will, again, begin with a 

supper at 6:00 and the reconciliation service at 7:00. 

Please consider joining us for one or both of these 

upcoming prayer opportunities. 

      Lastly, as I stated above, it’s “already” 

December 4 and in only three weeks we will 

celebrate Christmas. This year Christmas Day falls 

on a Sunday. This only happens every five or six 

years. In fact, since I’ve been at St. John’s, this is 

only the third time in 17 years that Christmas Day 

has fallen on Sunday. It was also on Sunday in 2005 

and 2011. The next time it will be on Sunday will be 

in 2022. Because of the wonderfully large number of 

people who will come to celebrate the Nativity of 

the Lord with us, we need four Masses between 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

     With Christmas Day falling on a Sunday, there 

may be some wondering about our Mass schedule. 

Our Mass schedule for Christmas is: 

        Saturday, December 24 at 3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.,  

                and 10:00 p.m. 

        Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. 

Please note: we will only have ONE Mass on 

Christmas Day. So, no 8:30 and 11:00, only one 

mass at 10:00. 

      We will continue to update you over the next 

month as we get closer to Christmas, but we wanted 

to get the information out to you as soon as possible 

so that you and your families can plan accordingly. 

      Have a great week!! 
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Prayers for Lighting  

the Advent Wreath Candles 

By William G. Storey.   

Available online at www.loyolapress.com.   

 

First Week 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will 

for doing good that Christ may find an eager 

welcome at his coming and call us to his side in 

the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and 

ever.  AMEN. 

  

Second Week 

God of power and mercy open our hearts in 

welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from 

receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his 

wisdom and become one with him when he comes 

in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  AMEN. 

  

Third Week 

Lord God, may we, your people, who look 

forward to the birthday of Christ experience the 

joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love 

and thanksgiving. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord.  AMEN. 

  

Fourth Week 

Father, all-powerful God, your eternal Word took 

flesh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed 

her life at the service of your plan. Lift our minds 

in watchful hope to hear the voice which 

announces his glory and open our minds to 

receive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

 

By Amanda Weickert 
 

It is uncomfortable for us to think about the 

end of things as we know them.  We generally 

aren’t enthusiastic about picturing our own death, 

or the second coming of Jesus which is depicted as 

so radically transforming all of creation.  We are 

comfortable with things as they are.  We like 

having bodies.  We like being able to see and 

touch and speak.  We like relating to people the 

ways we are used to. 

I suspect, however, that our attachment to 

things the way they are is what makes pondering 

our own death and Christ’s second coming so 

difficult.  We like to think about Jesus coming as a 

little baby, visited by shepherds and kings.  This is 

something we can imagine as we set up our 

nativity scenes and Christmas decorations.  Yet the 

first two thirds of Advent are not focused on this 

past coming of Christ.  Instead, the readings and 

liturgical prayers draw us into the future, focusing 

on what Christ has promised will be. 

Both of these aspects of Advent – our 

expectation of Christ’s future coming and our 

celebration of Christ’s incarnation 2000 years ago 

– ultimately point us towards this present moment.  

How do our future hopes shape what how we are 

living right now?  How does Christ’s incarnation 

radically transform the ways we relate to all people 

in our world today?  These questions form the core 

of the Advent season. 

As we enter the second week of  Advent  

let us pray with St. Paul in today’s second reading: 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may 

increase ever more and more in knowledge and 

every kind of perception, to discern what is of 

value, so that you may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 

the glory and praise of God. ”   

Loving Father, guide us towards your 

Son this Advent, that we may love you, 

ourselves and everyone with our whole hearts.  

Amen! 
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High School Ministry 
This Sunday, our high school youth will meet for 

CHOSEN night. The gorup  looks forward to diving 

deeper in their faith and enjoys knowing they are 

CHOSEN! We will meet again on Sunday, Dec.18 at 

7pm in the Youth Ministry room. If you are in high 

school and interested in joining us, please contact 

Rod Dunlap at rdunlap@st.johnsdr.org or 614-1789.  

Young Adult Ministry 
This past Tuesday night, the young adults from the 

West Side gathered for a night of current event 

conversation. They really enjoy seeing how our faith 

ties into all the events in our world today.  There was 

a great turnout and this group looks forward to 

meeting every Tuesday night at 7pm in the Youth 

Ministry room. If interested, please contact Rod 

Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org or 513-614-1789.  

 

Junior High Ministry 

 
This past week our junior high youth took part in their ongoing program ENCOUNTER. They had a great time 

with various activities and learning more about the Old Testament. Please continue to pray for our Junior High 

youth that the word of God moves their hearts! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Also this past week our 8th graders met for their monthly Confirmation Prep.  They continue to learn about 

this Sacramnent and how it ties into their everyday life as a Catholic. Please pray for them as they continue on 

this journey! 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Pastoral Council News 

Meeting November 21, 2016 
 

Third meeting of year. 
 

Guests:   Mr. David Kissell came to respond to our 

questions pertaining to a new Strategic Plan for the 

parish. 

Mr. Walt Sunderhaus and Mrs. Kathy Stidham were 

at the meeting  in response to our need for a new 

council member. 

 

Old Business: 
 

We have representatives from Athletic Association 

meeting with us at the December meeting.  We have 

sent specific questions to them for their review. 

We have a visit from Mrs. Catie Blum  on the 

agenda for January to discuss St. John’s School. 

 

New Business: 
 

Open Pastoral Council Seat: We had two interested 

parties at tonight’s meeting.  Ryan Vitolo is heading 

up team to seek parishioners to fill seats opening 

after this year.  

 

Communication Commission is in need of members.  

Currently e-mailing a group of parishioners inviting 

them to December meeting.  Any one interested, 

please call the parish office. 

 

Development Commission is putting together plans 

to survey the parish about multiple topics.  More 

info to come. 

 

Worship commission is helping with the census 

phone calls.  Still many calls to make. 

 

Finance report.  The construction between office and 

school is to replace electric lines for new boiler…  

Blacktop work should be completed soon…  Keying 

will be completed after winter sports end…  Annual  

Fund Drive is going well.  $61,071 pledged, $41,792 

collected to date…  Festival had net profit of $72, 

242. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

JohnStehlin, Chair 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

Catholic Charities of Southwestern Ohio could 

use our help this holiday season.  See below for 

their various needs: 

 

Sewing Class Items Needed 
Catholic Charities Refugee Program has restarted 

their sewing class.  They are in need of the 

following items.  Left Handed dress shears, a cart 

for moving around sewing machines, extension 

cords, Ironing Board and Iron with steam.  We also 

need gentle used but good working Sewing 

machines to be given as rewards at the completion 

of the classes.  If you would like to make a donation, 

please drop off items at 7162 Reading Rd. 6th Floor.  

For questions contact  Rachel Weirs at 513-672-

3749 or rwiers@ccswoh.org 

 

Coats Needed 
Catholic Charities is in need of winter coats for 

newly arriving refugees.  Many refugees come from 

Africa and are not prepared for our winter weather.  

We need children’s coats sizes 2-12 as well as coats 

for adults.  We will accept gently used as well as 

new coats.  Contact Katie Hannah at 672-3715 or 

khannah@ccswoh.org to arrange a drop off. 

Caregiver Resource Group Volunteers 

Needed  
If you have had past caregiving experience or are a 

retired professional, the Caregiver Assistance 

Network, a program of Catholic Charities 

Southwestern Ohio needs you!  Caregiver Resource 

Groups meet once a month for an hour and a half in 

Hamilton, Clermont, Butler, and Warren Counties. 

Training is provided and time commitment is about 3

-4 hours per month. If you have a listening ear and 

would like to help those who need support and 

Happy Advent! 

 

As we begin a new liturgical year, may we reboot our spiritual 

lives and draw into a closer relationship with God. I pray for a 

wonderful Advent season where we all see God in each and 

every person we encounter. 
 

God Bless, 
 

Scott D Stephens, LISW-S 
Director of Parish Outreach, Catholic Charities Southwestern 

Ohio 
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