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PRIEST’S MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 19 

8:30 a.m. Jim Franxman/Sandy 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
8:30 a.m.  For the Residents 
   

Wednesday, December 21 

8:30 a.m. Joseph Wurzelbacher/Richard & Darlene 

            Meister 

Thursday, December 22 

8:30 a.m.  John Dorrmann/Patricia Jentz  

  

Friday, December 23 

8:30 a.m. Ollie & Jan Blust/Gary, Jan Blust &  

          Gerry & Don 
 

 Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

3:00 p.m. For the Parish 

5:00 p.m. For the Parish 

10:00 p.m. For the Parish 
  

Sunday, December 26 - Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. For the Parish 

RECONCILIATION:  Saturday at 2:30 p.m. & Seasonal Service 

MARRIAGE:  Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to your 

  wedding. 

BAPTISMS:  Call the Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION: Call Parish Office 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. Please contact the Parish Office  

CURRENT PARISHIONERS:  Moving? New email?  

 Contact the Parish Office. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - 513-301-6881 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic Parish 
5361 Dry Ridge Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45252 

(513)385-8010  Fax (513)385-8080 
www.stjohnsdr.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday    4:30 pm 

Sunday       8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday & Holyday - See Bulletin 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rev. Timothy S. Kallaher, Pastor 

Deacon Ken Schnur, Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Vincent Lutz 

Douglas Schmutte, Pastoral Associate for  

       Music/Liturgy 

Amanda Weickert, Pastoral Associate for  

       Faith Formation 

Rod Dunlap, Director of Youth Ministry 

Terri Reder, Business Manager 

Tom Cunningham, Plant Manager/Maintenance  

            Supervisor 

Michelle Zerhusen, Office Manager 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
John Stehlin, Chairperson, 476-9665 

Ryan Vitolo, Vice-Chairperson, 519-1518 

Kevin Wood, Secretary, 885-9860 

Steve Bissmeyer, Member at Large, 923-2633 

Gene Culman, Member at Large, 385-6669 

Shannon Meyer, Member at Large, 385-6970 

Lisa Severt, Member at Large, 309-8067 

Teresa Gagnon, Member at Large, 515-8179 

Heather Smith, Development Commission Rep., 923-2893 

Betty Dirr, , Faith Formation Comm. Rep., 385-3954 

Sharon Bachman, Finance Commission Rep., 385-8267  

Patti Rice, Worship Commission Rep., 385-5410 

Larry Weinheimer, Communications Comm. Rep, 652-2563 

We extend our sincerest sympathy  

to the family and friends of  
 

Janice Morse, Bill Creed & Wilma Owens 
 

May God give them strength during this  

difficult time. 
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Monday,  December 19 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:15 a.m. 

Pastoral Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m., POCR 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Pastoral Commission Mtg., 7:00 p.m., Church 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

School’s Christmas Concert, 7:00 p.m., Church 
 

Wednesday, December 21 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Kindergarten Christmas Pageant, 8:30 a.m., Church 
 

Thursday,  December 22 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR 

Martha’s Group, 3:30 p.m., Gathering Space 
 

Friday, December 23 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel  

Parish Office Closed 
 

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

Mass, 3:00 p.m., Church 

Mass, 5:00 p.m., Church 

Mass, 10:00 p.m., Church 
 

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
Mass, 10:00 a.m.  

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Shopping Cent$ is on sale every Thursday 

morning starting at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Parish Office as well as before and after 

all weekend Masses. 

The Nativity of the Lord Jesus 

 

Isaiah 9:1-7 

     A prophecy speaks of a world in darkness and of 

the coming Prince of Peace. 

 

Titus 2:11-14 

     The salvation of the world is now our only 

ambition. 

 

Luke 2:1-14 

     Angels sing and shepherds delight in a child born 

for us. 

Saturday, December 24, 3:00 PM Mass 

Servers: G. Lees, S. Keil, G. Vidourek 

Lectors:  Roger Smallwood, Steve Bissmeyer 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Janet Lees, Karen Brutz, 

Andrea Neff, Roger Smallwood, Sue Siegert, Deb 

Schneider, Mary Ann Lennon 

Saturday, December 24, 5:00 PM Mass 

Servers:  E. Meyer, G. Meyer, A. Staudigel 

Lectors:  Bob Reynolds 

Eucharistic Ministers: Diane Henschen  

Sunday, December 25, 10:00 AM Mass 

Servers:  B. Jung, J. Jung, C. Sabers 

Lectors:   

Eucharistic Ministers:   

Parish Library Spot 
In her autobiography The Last Dance but 

Not the Last Song:  My Story, Renee 

Bondi recounts how her plans, hopes, and 

dreams were taken away in an instant.  She 

tells of her struggles, her despair, as well 

as, her triumphs as she labors through life.  

It is the story of how she rose from this 

diagnosis 
 

  “. . .Your entire body from just beneath your neck is 

completely   paralyzed.  Because of the nerve damage, 

you most likely will   never walk or even move your legs or feet 

again.  In all probability,  you will have no feeling below your 

upper chest and no use of your arms and hands.” 
 

to a life which was beyond her hopes.  Along the way she came 

to rediscover God’s presence and peace. “  
 

During the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season when 

we’re busy thinking of gifts, reading Renee’s story will cause 

us to pause and think of tremendous gifts with which we have 

been blessed – family, health, friends, housing, . . . You’ll want 

to have a box of tissues handy as you travel with Renee on her 

journey through life! 

Saturday, December 24, 10:00 PM Mass 

Servers:   
Lectors:  Al Grote, Jo Ellen Sunderhaus 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Bob Engel, Carolyn Engel, 

Al Grote, Laura Kruze 

To all Liturgical Ministers, please note that 

as of the printing of this bulletin, not all 

positions have been filled. There are sign-up 

sheets in the server sacrasty. Please take a 

moment to see if you can help fill in for 

those away on vacation.  Thank you.  



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST                                                                                            12/18/2016 

3 

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TERRI’S TIDBITS  

SHOPPING CENTS 

DID YOU KNOW that Breakfast in Bethlehem was 

here this past Saturday? Over 130 people attended. 

There was prayer, food and crafts. Everyone had a 

wonderful time! Thanks to Cathy Hale and your 

gang for a job well done! 

 

DID YOU KNOW that the Help-A-Student gift tags 

are on the Welcome Center this year? Our tree fell 

apart so we put the tags in a basket. Take a tag and 

return it to the gift wrapped box. Any help you can 

give is greatly appreciated. 

 

DID YOU KNOW that the Christmas Mass 

Schedule is Christmas Eve 3 pm, 5 pm & 10 pm and 

Christmas Day is 10 am?  There is no 8:30 am Mass 

on Christmas day. 

STEWARDSHIP 

DECEMBER 11, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 

Are you still shopping for Christmas gifts?  Use gift 

cards to make purchases or to give as gifts.  For 

example, don’t forget to thank your letter carrier by 

giving them a $5 gift card to Starbucks or Panera.     

 

Shopping Cents will be filling orders on Tuesday, 

December 20 and on Thursday, December 22 in the 

Parish Office Basement between 9:00 am and 10:00 

am.  Shopping Cents will not be available after 

Thursday until January 5.   

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

13,268.51 

 

3.00 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Flowers 

Debt Reduction 

Christmas 

Immaculate Conception 

Religious Retirement 

 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

100.00 

45.00 

100.00 

45.00 

917.00 

4,972.00 

 
Amount needed each week 

Amount over/under 

$ 

$ 

19,648.00 

(6,379.49) 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 184 

3 

60 

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 

Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 

home.”           —Matthew 1:24 

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without 

expecting anything in return.  Striving to put God 

first in all things and follow Him wherever He may 

led us.  As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray 

for the strength and courage to be a model of 

discipleship, just as Joseph was. 
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St. John the Baptist’s Church 

What’s Happening this Week in Advent 

We Love God. 

We Love Others. 

We Make Disciples. 

Sunday, December 18: 6:00 pm - Blue Christmas Service - SJB 

 

Monday, December 19: 9:15 am - 7:00 am Exposition - SJB 

           7:00 pm - Rosary - SJB 
 

Saturday, December 24:3:00 pm and 5:00pm - Christmas Eve Masses 

           9:45 pm - Carols 

           10:00 pm - Christmas at Night Mass 
 

Sunday, December 25: 10:00 am - Christmas Day Mass 

Reflection on This Sunday’s Opening Prayer 
Collect: 
 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of 

Christ your Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought 

to the glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns… 
 

Reflection: 
 

As we approach the final days of Advent we are faced with the images of Christ’s Birth, Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection. The Church is placing before us the message that Christ’s Incarnation was only part of God’s 

design for the redemption of humankind. The Church is placing before us that there was much more to the story 

of Christ’s birth. 

     This prayer asks that God would pour forth his grace into our hearts. Because of this grace we may know that 

the message of the Angel announcing the birth of Christ would signify to us that we are brought to the glory of 

Christ’s Resurrection only by living in the shadow of his Passion and Cross. We may want to see the child in the 

manager. However, this prayer reminds us that the manager always includes the Cross. 

     Let us use these final days of Advent to reflect on Christ’s life beyond his birth to making the connection to 

the completion of his path to the Cross and the glory of his Resurrection. 
 

Prayer: 
 

God of life, as you pour your grace into my heart, open it to receive the message of the Birth of Christ without 

forgetting his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 

—Sister Sharon Marie Stola, OSB 

Director of the Office of Divine Worship and Catechumenate 

Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois 

 
 

Excerpt from The Roman Missal, Third Edition © 2010, ICEL. Reprinted with approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWER FUND 

In your envelope packet you will see a special 

envelope for the Christmas Memorial Flower Fund. 

This fund provides for all the beautiful fresh flowers 

in Church at Christmas time.  In addition, it allows 

us to remember our departed loved ones by making a 

donation in their memory.  

 

If you would like to remember 

someone, please complete the 

“In Memory Of” on the back 

of the Christmas Memorial 

Flower Fund envelope and turn 

into the Parish Office  or 

collection basket by no later 

than Sunday, December 18.  A 

banner will be displayed in the 

Gathering Space starting 

Christmas weekend.   

WHAT’S GOING ON AT SCHOOL?  

St. John’s students are preparing for Christmas.  A 

few weeks ago our PTO Santa Shop was open to all 

the students including our 4 year old preschool and 

prekindergarten classes.  Laura Heidorn and her 

volunteer helpers transformed the Art and Music 

rooms into holiday shopping and gift wrapping areas 

so that our students can safely and secretly shop for 

parents, grandparents, siblings and pets!  St. John’s 

Student Council members distributed candy canes to 

all the classrooms on the feast of St. Nick.  The 

music teacher Ms. Duell and her students in grades 

1-3 have been practicing for their Christmas Concert 

which will be held on Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00 

PM in St. John the Baptist Church.  All are welcome!  

On December 21 at 8:30 AM in the church our 

kindergarten students will tell the story of Mary, 

Joseph and the birth of Jesus during their annual 

Christmas Pageant.  All are welcome to this event 

too! 

ONE FAITH, ONE HOPE, ONE LOVE 

The One Faith, One Hope, One 

Love campaign designated a 

significant portion of the funds 

raised to help families with 

Catholic school tuition 

assistance.  The tuition 

assistance awards will begin 

with the 2017-2018 school 

year. Applications will be 

accepted  beginning in 

December  2016.  Vis i t 

www.CatholicBestChoice.org 

for more information. 

BADIN HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL  

 First Honors 

Jackie Luggen 

Kyla Boback 

Eric Mavrolas 

Nicole Visse 

Evelyn 

Wurzelbacher 

Randolph Geers 

Drew Gehring 

Emma Horsley 

Abigail Stidham 

Audrey Horsley 

Abby Mallory 

Sabrina Bernardo 

 Second Honors 

Rachel Siemer 

Chloe Mallory 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE  

The next Fair Trade sale will be 12/31 and 01/01.  If 

you are interested in buying items as Christmas gifts, 

please contact Betty Dirr at 385-3954 to make 

arrangements.  Fair Trade offers a variety of 

chocolate bars, hot cocoa mix, whole bean and 

ground coffee, teas, olive oil and baking cocoa.  In 

addition to directly supporting small farmers, their 

families  and communities, a portion of each 

purchase goes to Catholic Relief Services.  

Sewing Class Items Needed 
Catholic Charities Refugee Program has restarted 

their sewing class.  They are in need of the following 

items.  Left Handed dress shears, a cart for moving 

around sewing machines, extension cords, Ironing 

Board and Iron with steam.  We also need gentle 

used but good working Sewing machines to be given 

as rewards at the completion of the classes.  If you 

would like to make a donation, please drop off items 

at 7162 Reading Rd. 6th Floor.  For questions contact  

R a c h e l  W e i r s  a t  5 1 3 - 6 7 2 - 3 7 4 9  o r 

rwiers@ccswoh.org 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

mailto:rwiers@ccswoh.org
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

T 
oday, of course, was the Fourth (and last) 

Sunday of Advent. We finally heard those 

words in our gospel we love to hear every 

year: This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 

came about. [Mary] will bear a son and you are to 

name him Jesus because he will save his people 

from their sins. All of this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: “Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel, which means God is with us.” 

     We also sang today probably the hymn most 

associated with this season of Advent. That hymn is 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

The following comes from a book I have regarding 

the origins of some of the most popular hymns we 

sing in church today. The origins of  “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel” date back to medieval times. In 

the 800s, a series of Latin hymns were sung each 

day during Advent Vespers from December 17 – 23. 

Each of these hymns began with the word “O” and 

they were called the “Great” or “O” antiphons. The 

word antiphon means “psalm” or “anthem.” There 

hymns were apparently restructured into verse form 

in the 1100s and finally published in Latin in 1710. 

In the mid-1800s, they were discovered by an 

English minister named John Mason Neale, who 

wove together segments of them to produce the first 

draft of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” which was 

published in 1851. Neale’s original version said, 

“Draw nigh, draw nigh, Emmanuel.” 

     John Mason Neale was born in London in 1818, 

the son of an evangelical Anglican clergyman. He 

attended Cambridge University and proved to be a 

brilliant student and prize-winning poet. While 

there, Neale became attracted to Roman 

Catholicism. In 1841 he was ordained into the 

Anglican ministry, but his poor health and Catholic 

leanings prevented him from gaining parish 

ministry. He was appointed instead as the director of 

Sackville College, a home for older men. This was 

the perfect job for Neale, for he was a 

c o m p a s s i o n a t e 

man with a great 

heart for the 

needy, but also a 

scholar needing 

time for research 

and writing.  

     Each verse of 

this hymn refers to 

Christ by various 

Old Testament 

titles, exemplifying Christ as the fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecy. John Neale’s translation 

contains seven verses. 

Again, this text comes from a poem that dates back 

to the eighth century. In verse form, each of the 

verses refers to an Old Testament name for the 

Messiah: 

Emmanuel – “God With Us” 

Wisdom from on High – “a name for God, the giver 

of the law” 

Rod of Jesse’s stem – “refers to Jesus’ lineage” 

Dayspring from on High – “is the morning star or 

daystar” 

Key of David – “again refers to Jesus’ lineage” 

The hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is set to 

the tune Veni Emmanuel adapted by Thomas 

Helmore. 

     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is not the only 

hymn written by Neale in Gather . He also wrote the 

text to “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” and the 

hymn we sing every Palm Sunday, “All Glory, 

Laud, and Honor.” 

     I hope by hearing the words of Matthew in our 

Gospel and singing this very familiar Advent hymn 

help us as we take this last week to ready ourselves 

for the upcoming celebration of the Nativity of the 

Lord. REJOICE! REJOICE! EMMANUEL SHALL 

COME TO YOU, O ISRAEL. 

     Have a great last week of Advent! 

Schedu le  for  Chr istmas Masses  
 

Saturday, Christmas Eve: 3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Christmas Day:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Schedule for New Year’s:  Sat.: 4:30 p.m. / Sun.: 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
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Advent Prayers for Families 

Blessing the Advent Wreath with Children 
 

Dear Jesus, as we light the candles on this 

Advent wreath, may the light of your presence 

bring joy to our hearts. Bless our family and 

our friends, and be with all those who are in 

need this holiday season.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Prayer for Families 
 

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your 

greatest gift to us, a great sign of your love. 

Guide us as we strive to walk in that love 

together as a family this Advent. As we 

prepare our hearts for Christmas, bring us 

closer to each other and to your son. Give us 

the grace and strength we need every day. 

Help us to always trust in you. Come, Lord 

Jesus, lead all people closer to you. Come and 

dispel the darkness of our world with the light 

of your love. Amen. 

 
 

From Dynamic Catholic.  Available online at  http://

dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever/advent-prayers/ 

to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

 

By Amanda Weickert 

 
      I was driving to work recently when I saw a 

murmuration of starlings flying overhead.  Unlike 

a normal flock of birds which appears rather 

haphazard, in a murmuration starlings all work 

together and fly in beautiful harmony.  They form 

flowing and constantly shifting and spinning 

shapes, flying and responding in unison, even with 

birds on the other side of the flock.   

      Scientists have discovered that this harmonious 

flight pattern of the starlings is almost always in 

response to a hawk in the area threatening them; 

their teamwork and unity are a protective response.  

However, scientists are still baffled as to how the 

starlings communicate so effectively and quickly 

with each other, enabling their beautiful protective 

dance in the sky. 

     We humans rarely respond with such instinctive 

harmony to the threats and tensions in our own 

lives.  What is happening when we don’t pull 

together, when problems and tensions only divide 

us further from those we love?  Maybe we aren’t 

following our own silent guiding force, the one 

who connects us all, guides us all together, and 

leads us united in the right direction: God. 

      We love to follow our own path, to ‘do our 

own thing.’  Imagine the havoc even one starling 

flying on its own would cause in the midst of a 

murmuration: it would destroy the beautiful 

harmony of the flock as a whole.  When do we 

allow our own desires and perceptions limit our 

ability to be in harmony with God, ourselves and 

those around us?  Let us all pause for five minutes 

this last week of Advent and ponder: 

 Did I ask God what his will for my life was 

today, and pause to listen to the answer? 

 How have I not been acting in harmony with 

those I love?  What do I need to ask God to 

help me communicate?  

 

Loving Father, guide me every day so that I can 

work more in union with everyone I meet.  Help 

me to love you, others, and myself more each 

day.  Amen. 
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High School Ministry 
This past Sunday, our high school youth met for 

CHOSEN night. The group has finished up an 

amazing program that has gone almost a year and a 

half! It has taken a lot for these high school youth to 

stick with this and I’m sure they enjoyed it.  Please 

pray for our high school youth as they go out and 

continue to build of the Kingdom! 

 

Young Adult Ministry 
This past Tuesday night, the young adults from the 

West Side gathered for a Advent Reconciliation 

service at St. John Neumann. This was a great night 

where they all had the opportunity to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and clean their soul 

before Christmas.  There was a great turnout and this 

group looks forward to meeting every Tuesday night 

at 7pm in the Youth Ministry room. If interested, 

please contact Rod Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org 

or 513-614-1789.  

 

This past week our junior high youth took part in 

their ongoing program ENCOUNTER. They had a 

great time with various activities and learning more 

about the Old Testament. Please continue to pray for 

our Junior High youth that the word of God moves 

their hearts! 

 

 
 

 
 

Also this past week our Junior High Youth helped 

out with Breakfast and Bethlehem and the Pastoral 

Area food pantry Christmas drive. Our junior high 

youth are really showing us what it means to serve 

Christ and love others during this Advent season! 

 

Junior High Ministry 
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Parish Information 

Are you going to have a Blue Christmas? 
 
Are you experiencing 
 the anguish of  a broken relationship 
 the insecurity of  unemployment 
 the weariness of  ill health 
 the pain of  isolation 
 the loss of  a child 
 the loneliness of  bereavement 
 the loss of  a dear family pet? 
Do you feel alone in this season when everyone and 

everything seems bent on “being happy” and 
“celebrating”? 

Do you hurt and can’t get into the festivities? 
 

At such times we need to make the space and take the time to acknowledge our sadness and 
concern. We need to know that we are not alone. For these reasons, we invite you to a special 
service  
 

Blue Christmas Prayer Service 

Sunday, December 18 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Come and join in prayers, Scripture and music that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those 
who mourn, for those who struggle—and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. 
 

Please accept this invitation to be with us—a time to move from feeling “blue” to experiencing 
the wonder and hope of  Christmas.     

Christmas Mass Schedule  
 

Saturday, December 24:    3:00 and 5:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Masses 

                       10:00 p.m. Christmas Night Mass  

Sunday,  December 25:   10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass 
 

Solemnity of  Mary, the Mother of  God 

Saturday, December 31:    4:30 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, January 1:             8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Masses 


