
Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals: DACA 

“…Oh Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, and it’s in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it’s in dying 
that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen” – Prayer of St Francis of Assisi 

  

Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals: DACA 

“The Dreamers” are undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. by their families as children. 
Many have few, if any, memories of their home country. The average age of Dreamers upon arrival to the US 
is just six years old. As these children grow, they face deportation due to their undocumented status. 

Out of compassion for their plight, and with recognition of the contributions that Dreamers make to our soci-
ety and economy, the DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) program was created in 2012. DACA 
gives Dreamers permission to work/attend school and provides protection from deportation. However, it is 
not a path to permanent residence or citizenship. Dreamers must pass a background check and pay a $495 
fee upon application and every two years. 

In 2017, the DACA program was terminated and the Dreamers entered legal limbo. The U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned the termination, on a technicality. President Biden has called to “preserve and fortify” DACA, and 
to allow Dreamers to apply for permanent residency immediately and for citizenship after three years. His 
immigration overhaul plan is controversial, however. The fate of the Dreamers is still very much up for grabs. 

The DACA program is wholeheartedly supported by the Catholic Church. The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops issued the following statement after the Supreme Court overturned DACA’s termination: 

“First, to DACA youth, through today’s decision and beyond, we will continue to accompany you and your families. 
You are a vital part of our Church and our community of faith. We are with you.  

Next, we urge the President to strongly reconsider terminating DACA. Immigrant communities are really hurting now 
amidst COVID-19 and moving forward with this action needlessly places many families into further anxiety and cha-
os. In times of uncertainty, let us remember the teachings of the Gospel which encourage us to be open and recep-
tive to those in need: ‘If someone who has worldly means sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion, how 
can the love of God remain in him?’ (1 John 3:17). 

In this moment, we must show compassion and mercy for the vulnerable. Lastly, we strongly encourage our U.S. 
Senators to immediately pass legislation that provides a path to citizenship for Dreamers. Permanent legislative 
protection that overcomes partisanship and puts the human dignity and future of Dreamers first is long overdue.” 

  

EDUCATE/LEARN: 

What is DACA, and why does the Catholic Church support it? https://justiceforimmigrants.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/06/Daca-Updated-6-18-2020.pdf 

• Videos – Ted Talks about DACA and Immigration 
https://www.ted.com/talks/
catalina_morales_why_we_need_to_stop_talking_about_daca_and_start_talking_about_immigrants/up-next 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8AUl3zV9G2o 
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ADVOCATE:  The Dreamers need you! Contact our Minnesota US Senators about passing the Dream and 

Promise Act through the US Senate, which will protect Dreamers by giving them a way to become permanent 
residents. Our Senators need to know that we, their constituency, support DACA. Call, write, email—just don’t 

stay silent: 

Click here for more info: We Need the Dream and Promise Act Now! 

• Amy Klobuchar:  https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/email-amy1200 Washington Avenue South, 
Room 250,  Minneapolis, MN 55415612-727-5220 

 

• Tina Smith: https://www.smith.senate.gov/share-your-opinion60 Plato Blvd Suite #220, St Paul MN 
55107651-221-1016 

 
  

COMMUNICATE:  Sign up for “Action alerts” from the Immigrant Law Center of MN (ILCM) to stay informed 
about immigration issues and how you can make a difference. 

https://www.ilcm.org/get-involved/subscribe/ 
  

DONATE:  Dreamers have to pay a $495 fee upon initial application, and every two years afterwards to renew 
their DACA status. Want to make a tangible difference to a Dreamer?   Donate their DACA Renewal Fees. 

The Immigrant Law Center of MN has set up a way to donate toward the $495 filing fees for Dreamers renew-
ing their DACA status (non-tax deductible donations): 

Click  https://www.ilcm.org/donate/ 

• Check the line  for “other one-time contribution” and fill in the total amount of your donation. Then click 
on “continue” at the bottom of the page. 

• On the next page, write in “DACA filing fee” in the acknowledgement box and include the total amount of 
your donation that you would like to direct toward filing fees. 
  

PARTICIPATE:  Join “One Body,” ISAIAH’s committee of Catholics working toward justice for immigrants in 
Minnesota. 

https://isaiahmn.org/onebody/ 
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