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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

+Pax et Bonum! 

It is with great gra�tude to Kevin Muller, St. Maria Gore�’s Director of Ministry & Opera�ons, that we pre-

sent to you this 2017-18 Annual Parish Report. Kevin and our en�re Finance Council have spent a good deal 

of �me, energy, and effort to make this report happen. And it is our hope that these pages will help all of 

us to realize just how much our Lord, Jesus Christ, is doing in our midst and with each one of us. 
 

This Parish community has been enormously blessed and this report details out for all of us just how 

blessed we are. The numbers and facts are amazing! As a Parish, we have always tried to do the absolute 

most that we can with our �me, our talents, and our treasure. For a s�ll rela�vely young Parish — this past 

August 15th was our eighteenth Anniversary of becoming an independent Parish community — we have 

enjoyed successes and achievements that many parishes with much more history and many more re-

sources could only begin to imagine. That doesn’t just happen! God truly has blessed us. With each 

new family and individual who joins our community come all sorts of ideas, and gi8s, and energy, and ex-

citement! I am so grateful to each and every one of you for making St. Maria Gore� Parish what it is today! 
 

Our challenge of course is to keep up God’s work! By using our �me, talents, and treasure well, the 

Kingdom of God becomes more and more a reality here every day! I pray that God helps each one of us to 

keep giving, and sharing, and serving, and loving. We have had a blessed year. And we look forward in faith 

and hope to many more blessed years! But we need to know what has been accomplished by our �thing, 

by our volunteering, by our prayers, and by our working together! 
 

May you see your hand, your �me, your investment being blessed and mul�plied by the Lord for the sake 

of the Kingdom of Heaven! This Parish belongs to all of us. It is our gift back to God! 
 

Thank you for all that you do for St. Maria Gore�! And may God con�nue to bless and reward all of us for 

our efforts! 
 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Fr. Kevin J. Haines, Pastor 

 



 

2017-18 BY THE NUMBERS 

138 
NEW FAMILIES 

1,848 
PARISH FAMILES 

677 
MASSES PRAYED 

6,862 TOTAL PARISHIONERS 

456 CHILDREN ENROLLED IN  

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

475 STUDENTS ENROLLED IN SMG 

SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL 

296 TEENS WHO PARTICIPATED IN 

TRUTH & HOPE 

2,245 AVERAGE WEEKEND MASS 

ATTENDANCE 

94 YOUTH & ADULTS CONFIRMED 

140 HOURS SPENT PER WEEK IN 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

171 COMMITTED EUCHARISTIC 

ADORERS 

3,731 VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR 

SHEPHERD’S GATE FOOD PANTRY 

620 PEOPLE SERVED AT  

SHEPHERD’S GATE FOOD PANTRY  

ON AVERAGE EACH MONTH 

300 MEALS DELIVERED BY PA-

RISHIONERS TO FAMILIES IN NEED 

3,138 CHRISTMAS GIFTS GIVEN TO 

LOCAL FAMILIES IN NEED 

3,111 COMBINED HOURS SPENT AT 

THE PARISH IN ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

200 CHALICES SENT HOME WITH 

FAMILIES PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS 

AS PART OF ELIJAH CUP MINISTRY 

125 MASS VOLUNTEERS ON A    

TYPICAL WEEK 

3,402 SPIRITUAL BOOKS GIVEN 

AWAY 

120 ADULTS & YOUTH RECEIVING 

FIRST COMMUNION 

62 ADULTS & CHILDREN BAPTIZED 

14 COUPLES MARRIED AT SMG 

490 YOUTH PARTICIPANTS IN SMG 

SPORTS 

266 ITALIAN FEST VOLUNTEER 

SPOTS FILLED 

212 PEOPLE CARED & PRAYED FOR 

THROUGH ST. FRANCIS MINISTRY  



 

2017-18 YEAR IN REVIEW 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

SEPT 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

July 18 

Celebrated Father Kevin’s 30th  

Anniversary as a Priest. 
Aug 10 

Began the 22nd year of our     

tui�on-free and award  

winning school. Sept 1 

Created the first annual  

Ministry Guide which was direct 

mailed to 1,750 households. 
Oct 13 

Celebrated our annual Fall     

Fes�val with a?endance of over 

1,000. The evening concluded 

with the official test ringing of 

our new Bells! 

Nov 18 

Parishioner Jenny Sergio        

received the Rite of               

Consecra�on of a Virgin for a 

Woman Living in the World, the 

first from our Parish or Diocese. 

Dec 8 

The completed bell tower was 

blessed by Bishop Emeritus Higi 

in front of our school and        

visitors. 

Jan 23 

Our outreach to the poor was 

expanded through the crea�on 

of our new St. Vincent de Paul 

Ministry serving local families 

with emergency needs. 

Feb 16-18 

Sent 54 of our teens to the    

Des�na�on Jesus Eucharis�c 

high school retreat. 

June 2 

Will Summerlin was  

ordained as a transi�onal      

diaconate by Bishop Doherty. 

Mar 31 

Bap�zed and Confirmed 14    

children and adults into the 

Catholic Church at the Easter 

Vigil Mass. 

May 5 

111 of our 2nd graders  

celebrated their First  

Communion. 

May 18 

82 parishioners were Con-

firmed by Bishop Doherty & 

Bishop Emeritus Higi. 
June 30 

Sister Maria Clare became the 

first daughter of our parish to      

profess her final vows as a     

religious sister. 



 

Hello!   
 

My name is Deacon William Summerlin. I am a transi�onal deacon, which means that I will be ordained to the priesthood 

next year. I have been a member of St. Maria Gore� Parish since 1999. I am a graduate from our grade school, and I was 

a member of the youth group and Temple Knights of the Holy Eucharist. When I was thirteen years old, I heard the call to 

the priesthood. In 2011, a8er gradua�ng from Guerin Catholic High School, I entered St. John Vianney College Seminary 

in St. Paul, Minnesota. A8er gradua�ng from there in 2015, I then entered Mundelein Seminary near Chicago. With 

praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, I was ordained a deacon on June 1st of this year.   
 

St. Maria Gore� Parish has played a significant role in my seminary forma�on. First of all, Fr. Kevin and Deacon Steve 

have been incredibly suppor�ve of me and have imparted much wisdom to me over the years. I have always looked up to 

them, and I know that I will con�nue to do so. I have also received a lot of support from you, the parishioners. Through-

out my seminary years, many of you have sent me notes, prayers, and gi8s at school — telling me that you are sup-

por�ng me and praying for me. Receiving those notes fills my heart with joy. You have also supported the seminari-

ans financially — both through the Diocesan Seminarian Fund Appeal and the SMG Seminarian Collec�on.   
 

Thank you all for everything that you have done for me. Words cannot express how grateful I am. I always look 

forward to spending �me at SMG; it is home to me. Please know of my prayers for you.  
 

God be with you, 

 

Deacon Summerlin 

Deacon Summerlin 



 

 

 

Our parish family continues to experience exciting 
growth.  

 
Let’s strive together to match that growth in our 
weekly offertory so that we can most effectively  

CHANGE LIVES! 
 

Our opportunity has never been greater! 

“May the LORD, the God of your ancestors, increase you a thousand 
times over, and bless you as he promised!” 

 

- Deuteronomy 1:11 

OFFERTORY 
NUMBERS 



 

 

 
MAJOR COST 
TRENDS 

Why are costs increasing so much?  
Like many of us experience personally, the cost to maintain our ministries 
and facilities increases over time as: 

1. Our facilities age 
2. Costs of services rise due to inflation 

 
Although we cannot completely combat these challenges, we have taken 
and will continue to take steps to minimize the increases, or even decrease 
certain costs where we are able. This includes, but is not limited to: 

� Negotiated more favorable contract terms in a number of areas 

� Energy cost reduction through introduction of high efficiency lighting 

� Successfully advocated for a decreased storm water utility rate with 
Westfield 

� Reduced spend on non-required maintenance 

$4�6,073 D�fi�i� 



 

Average  
SMG Family 
Offertory 

5% 10% 1.6% 

Suggested Fruitful Harvest and 
Other Charitable Giving  

(1-3% each) 

Suggested Weekly Parish  
Offertory 

(5%) 

0% 

Can you give 

$10 MORE 

each week? 

“We  
do not  
ask for 
equal 

amounts, 
but  

equal 
SACRIFICE.” 

 

- Fr. Kevin 

Offertory as a % of Estimated Gross Income 



 

“Persevere in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 
 

- Colossians 4:2  

  What if all parishioners gave... 

1.6% 

2.5% 

5.0% 

We could build new ministry & gathering space,  
create a new outdoor prayer garden, and further   
enhance our youth and child ministry space. 

Maintain existing ministries & facilities at  
current giving levels.  

We could expand our evangelization and  
community outreach programs, add new        
full-time ministers and offer more free           
programs for our parish and community. 
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      Parish Family, what comes to your mind when you think about the mission of St. Maria Gore� to Build the 

Kingdom of God? I know what I see: Opportunity. 
 

      We live in a world that is starving for God’s love. Anyone watching our world with Chris�an eyes can see it. All 

of us—adults and youth—are being told by the world what love should look like. We’re told who is good and who is 

bad, who we should associate with and who we should shun, and that happiness can be found only by living “my 

truth”. 
 

      But we know that none of this is true. We know that love is found on the cross. Love is found in giving of our 

whole selves, not for our own benefit, but for the benefit of another— like Christ showed us. And happiness can 

only be found in God, who is THE Way, THE Truth, and THE Life. 
 

      This past year, so many in our parish family gave so much of themselves. And next year, the opportunity to give 

will be even greater s�ll. Our community is growing all around us, and our parish is growing at an even faster rate 

than our community. This is good news! And it comes with much responsibility. I pray that all of us respond to this 

opportunity as Christ would—with an offering of our whole selves in love. But we must ask ourselves: Are there any 

gi8s that God has given me which I’m s�ll holding back from returning to Him? Truthfully, I know I am. Our Church 

needs each of us as much as ever to be the body Christ made us to be. Together, let’s recommit ourselves to 

sacrifice even more of ourselves and our gi8s for God’s glory in this coming year!  

 

Your Companion in Christ, 

Kevin Muller  

Kevin Muller, Director of Ministry & Opera�ons 

S��p���n� �ho"� �� #$e& 



 

B 
 

efore Marcy joined the parish staff in 2004, she had 

been to Catholic churches, but only a few �mes and 

only for weddings or funerals. “I didn’t think I could 

ever be part of a church like this one”, she says.  
 

It wasn’t that Marcy had nega�ve impressions of Catholics. In 

fact, her experience was that Catholics were usually “kind and 

caring”, but her faith life was virtually nonexistent and she 

ques�oned whether God was even real. In her mind, she was 

an outsider. 
 

Slowly, but star�ng immediately upon working at SMG, that 

started to change. “When I worked in the cafeteria, I was able 

to meet the parents, students and staff. I felt like I was in the 

kitchen with family. I was never judged for not being Catholic.”  
 

Over the years, working beside and experiencing the struggles of 

life with these people she had begun to see as “family”,  Marcy  

began to change. And o8en�mes, those very people who had 

the biggest impact didn’t even know it. “I watched them come 

and sacrifice. Li?le did they know that they were showing me the right way”, says Marcy now.  
 

God was calling Marcy, and she was star�ng to no�ce. In fact, it was within the most simple and repe��ve task that 

Marcy first felt Christ’s pull. “One day I was plugging in a vacuum cleaner to clean the church, and I looked up at the 

crucifix and just started bawling.” And Marcy prayed. She looked to Christ, saying “I’m broken, now what can you 

do?” Li?le did Marcy know what God had in store for her. 
 

In August 2017, a8er years of praying and struggling and leaning on God and with her parish family, Marcy decided 

God might be calling her to become Catholic. And so she took a leap of faith and began a?ending RCIA. Her doubts 

con�nued, but she persevered in trust. Asked if there was a par�cular moment when she knew she was called to be 

Catholic, Marcy responded that there wasn’t. “I had so many years to listen...and watch.”  And that’s what it took. 

The example of others, prayer, and a lot of love. And we’re forever grateful that she was listening. We’re sure God 

is too. 

“Little did they know, they were showing me the right way.” 
 

- Marcy Wardwell 

M(r�* a� R,-A /e�/ea� (M(r12 2018) 



 

FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION 

HERE’S :;W ;UR O?FEABCDS WERE ESFD: 

       

Facilities & Grounds  $545,754   

       

Worship & Sacraments  $432,103     

       

Administrative  $325,970   

       

Missions & Outreach  $247,190   

       

Discipleship & Study  $188,254   

       

School (excluding facility costs)                                                     $1,733,621  

O?FEABCDS (FX,IEJBCG FALIT?EL :ARVFST):                                         

    

Corporate Matches, Bequests & Other Offerings                            $481,757 

    

Fundraisers                                                                                        $132,122 

    

Weekly Offertory                                                                          $2,726,253 

Prior Church Savings of $132,760 were used to: 
 

♦ Pay for Church roof repair 

♦ Purchase new speakers to improve the sound in our Church 



 

Our Mortgage Repayment Plan: 
 

    Mortgage Balance 

    Beginning of Year Mortgage Balance:                                    $391,491 

    Expected Interest Charges:                                                   +    $15,000 

    Total Mortgage Payments Remaining:                                    $406,491 

 

    Mortgage Repayment Fund* 

    Current Mortgage Repayment Fund Balance:                        $251,335 

    Additional Contributions Pledged:                                        +  $155,156 

    2018-19 Planned Mortgage Payments:                       $406,461 
 

*Funded by Fruitful Harvest 2016 Contributions 

O�Q M�RgaT� UVWX Y� 
p(i& Z[ Ui�\�� 

m�n�h^!  

MORTGAGE 
PAYDOWN 

“We can’t thank you enough for faith-
fully contributing to the last Fruitful Har-
vest so we can pay off our mortgage!” 
 

                                                        - Fr. Kevin 



 

A Final Message... 

 

Our Bell Tower is completed and our 
new Adoration Chapel is currently     

under construction thanks to so many 
of you who made special donations   

towards their completion over the past 
15 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T���K  

��U! 

 

This past year, we have improved our facilities by raising up the Bell Tower as a 
beacon for our community and we have taken steps toward reaching our long-

awaited goal of instituting perpetual adoration in the new Adoration Chapel. But 
most of all, through prayer & service, we have truly changed the lives of real    

people living in a difficult world. 
 

But we have so much more to do to meet the needs of our growing community. 
 

NOW   

IS THE TIME FOR EACH OF US TO: 
 

RECOMMIT OURSELVES to lives of prayer & adoration 

INCREASE OUR TITHE by $10/week (or whatever we are able) 

GRACIOUSLY offer more of ourselves & our gifts back to God 

The Bell Tower & Adoration Chapel 

THAT is Kingdom building �� ac�i��! 

1. 

2. 

3. 



 

St. Maria Goretti 
17102 Spring Mill Rd. 
Westfield, IN 46074 
www.smgonline.org 
Facebook: @StMariaGorettiCatholicWestfield 
Twitter: @SntMariaGoretti  
 
Parish Office 
Phone (317) 867-3213 
Fax (317) 867-3263 
 
Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 8:00am—5:00pm 
(closed daily noon—1:00pm) 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:00am, 5:30pm 
 
Reconciliation 
Saturday 8:30-9:30am, 3:00-4:00pm 
 
Daily Mass 
Monday 7:00am, 5:30pm 
Tuesday 8:00am (school year), 5:30pm 
Wednesday 8:00am, 5:30pm  
Thursday 5:30pm  
Friday 7:00am, 8:00am  
Saturday 8:00am 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Kevin Haines  Pastor 
Fr. Mike McKinley Associate Pastor 
Fr. Derek Aaron  Associate Pastor 
Deacon Steve Miller Deacon 
 
Jen Downing  Admin. Assistant 
Kevin Muller  Dir. Ministry & Ops 
Connie Anderson Dir. Adult Faith Form. 
Janet Thompson  Youth Minister 
Scott Hudson  TRUTH Coordinator 
Eric Gellenbeck  HOPE Coordinator 
Leslie Mimms  Confirmation Form. 
Sue Maue   Children’s Faith Form. 
Kimberly Travis  Admin. Assistant 
Joey Garcia  Dir. Music 

Pat Biddlecombe  Athletic Director 
Tina Uhland   Asst. Athletic Director 
Brian McDonald  IT Director 
Eddie Eberhardt  Maint. Supervisor 
Deb Perry   Bookkeeper 
Daria Sommers  Bookkeeper 
 
 
School Directory 
17104 Spring Mill Rd. 
Westfield, IN 46074 
Phone (317) 896-5582  
 
Vince Barnes  Principal 
Michelle Hanlin  Director of Admis. 
Cheryl Newkirk  Admin. Assistant 

Any questions related to this report can be directed to Kevin Muller, Director of Ministry & Opera-
tions, at k.muller@smgonline.org. Thank you! 



St. Maria Goretti 

PRAY FOR US! 

SAINT  

MARIA GORETTI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


