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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Greetings and God’s blessings to all of you! Please accept this 

Ministry Guide as a gift to assist us in connecting with one  

another as a parish family. It is a tool to help us mobilize for 

ministry, be present to one another, and build God’s kingdom 

right here in central Indiana. There are numerous ways in which 

each of us can engage in the life of our parish. At times, we are 

called simply to an ENCOUNTER with Christ or with one 

another. Other times, we are called to GROW in our  

understanding of God and our faith. Then there are those times 

when we are called to SERVE others through our actions.  

Regardless of the way God calls us, we hope this Ministry Guide 

will serve as an aid in our journey towards Christ and the good 

things He wants to accomplish in our world through our lives  

together. Sink your roots deeply in this faith community, and  

allow God to bear good fruit through you. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Brian Dudzinski 
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“There are different kinds of  

spiritual gifts but the same  

Spirit; 

there are different forms of 

service but the same 

Lord; 

there are different workings but 

the same God who produces 

all of them in everyone.” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
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Infant Baptism 
We love to celebrate baptisms with you and 

bring children into God’s family. Baptism is 
always based on faith, and infant baptisms are 
based on the faith of the parent(s). For this 

reason, at least one parent must be a practic-
ing Catholic and have the intention of raising 

the child in the Faith. Required baptismal 
preparation classes are held on the third Sat-

urday of each month at 10am. Godparents are 
encouraged to attend as well! If you want to 

schedule a baptism, call the Parish Office to 
get started. 

Contact: Parish Office, (317) 867-3213 
 
Confirmation 
Confirmation completes, strengthens, and per-

fects the graces and gifts that children receive 
at baptism. Preparation for confirmation is a 

two-year process which can begin during the 
9th grade or after. The first year is a prerequi-

site foundational year as a freshman either 
through attending a Catholic high school, par-

ticipating in TRUTH, or participating in our 
FAITh classes which meet once a month. Once 

completed, you are ready to begin confirmation 
formation, which includes meeting in small 

groups, completing required coursework, and 
attending a mandatory confirmation retreat.  

Contact: Jason Hemmerling,  
confirmation@smgonline.org 

 
First Reconciliation and First Communion 
Formal preparation for First Reconciliation 
and First Communion is a two-year process, 

usually culminating in the participation of 
First Reconciliation in January and reception 

of the Eucharist in May of the child’s 2nd 
grade school year. Children need to have either 
attended a Catholic school or be enrolled in 

our Parish Religious Education (PRE) program 
for both 1st and 2nd grades. Children starting 

after the 1st grade will need to complete two 
years of preparation.   

Contact: Marisa Bruce, 
m.bruce@smgonline.org  
 
Marriage  
We prepare engaged couples for the sacrament 
of matrimony through an important process of 

mentorship. This can be accomplished 
through meeting with one of our priests or an-

other married couple to prepare for a life-long 
commitment. Our wedding Coordinator is also 

available to help make your special day memo-
rable. Weddings held at St. Maria Goretti are 

offered on Saturdays at 2:00pm, with rehears-
als held on Fridays from 6:00-7:00pm. 

Contact: Parish Office, (317) 867-3213 
 
Becoming Catholic (RCIA) 
Are you thinking of joining the Catholic 

Church? We are so glad God led you here in 
your faith journey. Each year, we facilitate a 

formation program for those who are discern-
ing becoming Catholic. This program is called 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA). This process begins each August, and 

typically concludes in May after individuals are 
baptized and/or confirmed into full commun-

ion with the Catholic Church on Holy Saturday 
during the Easter Vigil. Meetings are held on 

Monday evenings from 7-9 pm in the Parish 
Office Narthex. For children over the age of 7, 

the RCIA process is adapted for children.  
Contact: Connie Anderson, 

c.anderson@smgonline.org 
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Elijah Cup (Prayer for Vocations) 
After each Lord’s Day Mass, a chalice is sent 

home for the subsequent week with a parish fam-
ily who commits to pray for vocations daily. Like 
the poor widow in 1 Kings 17, we pray in faith for 

vocations, believing that our cup will also never 
run dry. We invite the whole community to pray 

for vocations in this special way.  
Contact: Lee Starr, (317) 508-2390 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Here at St. Maria Goretti, you can meet Jesus 
face to face in Eucharistic Adoration. During Ad-

oration we “watch and wait” and open our hearts 
and minds to His Grace. In our noise-filled world, 

time in quiet before our Lord and Savior is criti-
cal. Give Jesus your concerns, trials, worries, 

burdens, failures and celebrations, blessings, 
joys, and sorrows. Abandon yourself to Him and 

He will refresh you. The Holy Spirit Chapel, 
where Adoration is currently held, is available 

Sunday 5PM-Midnight, Monday through Friday 
5AM -Midnight, and Saturday 6AM-9PM. The 

chapel is unlocked every Monday–Saturday from 
7am-6pm. This means that ALL have access to 

pray before the Blessed Sacrament whether or 
not you have a keycard. Beyond these hours, 

however, a keycard is necessary and can be ob-
tained, for free, at the Parish Office. We are ac-

tively expanding the hours as we move towards 
Perpetual Adoration. We have room for you avail-

able at every hour! 
Contact: Jeff Brown, (317)417-1540,  

adoration@smgonline.org 
 
SoulCore 
SoulCore is an integrative body, mind 

and soul experience combining core strengthen-
ing and stretching. With candlelight, music, 

scripture, reflections, and movement, we seek to 
nourish mind, body, and soul and encourage 

deeper meditation on the mysteries and virtues of 
the rosary. We meet each Saturday at 8:45am in 

the Parish Hall. We welcome men, women, and 
teens of all fitness levels. SoulCore is not yoga, 

nor are yoga poses or Sanskrit referenced. 
SoulCore is an invitation to integrate body and 

soul in prayer.  
Contact: Carol Alvarez, (317) 372-3713 

Saint Monica Prayer Ministry 
Are you saddened as you observe family mem-

bers (perhaps your own adult children) and 
friends become lukewarm in their faith, drift 
away or leave our Catholic faith? Become a Pray-

er Warrior, and join others in the newly formed 
St. Monica Ministry. We meet once a month for-

mally and keep all in our prayers on a daily ba-
sis. All are welcome!  

Contact: Deb Nickoloff, 317-688 7500, 
dnickoloff@gmail.com  
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Christ Renews His Parish 
Christ Renews is a spiritual renewal weekend 

designed to help individuals grow in their per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ and oth-
ers in their faith community. It is an excellent 

opportunity for parishioners to renew their un-
derstanding of the basic beliefs and traditions 

of our faith. The uniqueness of Christ Renews 
His Parish is in its continuation when at-

tendees have the opportunity to continue their 
formation and plan the next renewal weekend. 

Sign up at smgonline.org/crhp2022. 
Contact: Lisa Mueller, (317) 795-8757  (women) 

or Matt Fallin(317) 332-3272 (men) 

Cursillo 
The Cursillo movement is a method to find, 

form, sustain, and link lay leadership for 
Christ and His Church. The three day retreat 
weekend is designed to bring you into an en-

counter with Christ. After attending a Cursillo 
weekend, smaller groups of friends who have 

also attended meet on a regular basis to en-
courage one another in spiritual improvement 

and the Christian apostolate. Cursillo can be a 
great next step for those who have already par-

ticipated in Christ Renews His Parish. 
Contact: Tom & Joan Scimeca, (317) 571-

8510 

Altar Rosary Society (Women’s Group) 
Often abbreviated as ARS, we are the official 

women's group of St. Maria Goretti, seeking to 
connect women from all walks of life by offer-
ing fun and faith-filled events in which friend-

ships can form, grow, and flourish! Some of 
our events include Ladies' Candlelight Dinner 

(an evening of faith, fellowship, and fundrais-
ing to support our seminarians, priests, sis-

ters, and parish youth), Mary's Way of the 
Cross (a mini Lenten retreat), and ARS Night 

Out at varying locations. St. Teresa of Avila 
said, "What a great favor God does to those He 

places in the company of good people!" It is our 
hope that this community of women will en-

courage and pray for each other as we boldly 
live out our faith in our day to day lives. All 

women ages 18 and older are welcome! Con-
tact: Kara VandenBoom (317) 727-1699, kara-

vandenboom@gmail.com 
 
Basic Christian Community (Small Faith 
Groups) 
A Basic Christian Community (BCC) is a small 
group of people, usually about 8 to 20, who 

share Christian values. They meet on a regular 
basis to faith-share, support, socialize, or pro-

vide services to the parish or needy. A BCC is 
what each group decides it should be for them. 

It can be social, educational, service-oriented, 
or a combination of the three. The key is to in-

volve prayer and spirituality since this is 

unique to a Christian group. If you would like 

to start your own BCC but aren’t sure how or 
have questions, just let us know!  

Contact: Brent Stauffacher, (317) 489-8896 
 
Holy Family Ministry 
The Holy Family Ministry is for all families of 

the parish. The goal of the ministry is to create 
community, support, and faith enrichment to 

create stronger, healthier, holier families. The 
ministry provides social, spiritual, and service 

events for families to attend, in addition to 
smaller informal gatherings throughout the 

year. The Holy Family Ministry also encom-
passes the subministries of the Moms Ministry 

and the Dads Ministry. The Moms Ministry in-
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 cludes multiple opportunities such as social 

Moms Only Mass and coffee on the last Satur-
day of each month, Moms scripture study 

(children welcome) monthly, and Mom and 
child(ren) park/social weekly gatherings. The 

Dads Ministry includes weekly gatherings that 
focus on prayer, study, and fellowship.                              

Contact: Nathan & Kelsey O’Dell, (574) 298-
5757 
 
Holy Name Society (Men’s Group) 
Also known as “HNS”, we are the men's group 
of SMG. If you are age 18 or older and a mem-

ber of the church you are a member of Holy 
Name Society. Our focus is on spiritual devel-

opment through four pillars: Prayer, Learning, 
Unity, and Service. Some of our events we co-

ordinate are Lenten Fish Fries, Golf for Voca-
tions Outing, Trunk R’ Treat, Breakfast with 

St. Nick, and the Easter Egg Hunt. Men, join 
us at one of our many meetings or events. 

Contact: Patrick Schwartz, 
schwartz2p@gmail.com  
 
HOPE (Junior High) 
Standing for Hands Open Praising Eternally, 
HOPE is our 7th & 8th grade youth group. We 

meet on Wednesday nights in the youth room 
from 7:00pm – 8:30pm, and we love exploring 

our amazing faith. We use a program called 
Edge, a Junior High version of Life Teen, which 

is a movement within the Roman Catholic 

Church that leads teenagers and their families 

into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ 
and His Church. Edge helps youth unleash 

who they were created to be, in Christ. HOPE 
is a place to meet new friends, play games, en-

gage in discussion, and learn to love Jesus to-
gether. Snacks are provided. Check out Life 

Teen at lifeteen.com.  
Contact: Deanna Dean, 

d.dean@smgonline.org   
 
Marriage Ministry 
God reveals Himself in relation to His people 

as a Bridegroom seeking to consummate mar-
riage with His Bride, the Church. Indeed, the 

first miracle of Jesus was to change water into 
wine at a wedding feast, foreshadowing the 

eternal celebration of joy in the wedding feast 
of the Lamb with all the angels and saints.  

Here at St. Maria Goretti, the mission of Mar-
riage Ministry is to invite and inspire all mar-

ried couples to grow in their personal, spousal 
and familial relationship with Jesus Christ, 

through the practice of daily prayer, the sacra-
ments, pursuit of virtue and Christian com-

munity. 
Contact: Connie Anderson, 

c.anderson@smgonline.org 
 
Reaching Out To College Kids (ROCK) 
It has been long established that our years as 

a young adult, and in particular our college 
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years, are extremely vulnerable and formative 

years in our lives. Through R.O.C.K., we pair 
our college students with an adult volunteer 

from SMG whose primary job is to PRAY, 
PRAY, and PRAY some more for the college 

student assigned to them. In addition, the 
adult volunteer is asked to reach out to the 

college student a minimum of once each 
month either by email, regular mail or text. An 

occasional care package is always fun but is 
not required. The goal is to help keep the col-

lege student connected with SMG and with our 
faith while they are away at school.  

Contact: Daria Sommers, (317) 371-3465 
 
Scouts 
Since its origin, the Scouting program has 

been an educational experience concerned 
with values, building character, physical fit-

ness, practical skills and service. At St. Maria 
Goretti, we have Girl Scout, Cub Scout, and 

Boy Scout troops which incorporate faith into 
their programs in accordance with the Catho-

lic Church.  
Contact: Girl Scouts: Sara Musick, 

sara@musickdesigns.com. Cub Scouts: Clay 
Jobe, clay.jobe@gmail.com. Boy Scouts: Chad 

Brandt, chad7777@sbcglobal.net 
 
Silver Angels (55+) 
All parishioners age 55 years or older are Sil-

ver Angels. Our mission is to bring this group 

together to socialize, to enhance spirituality 

and to serve our Lord and parish community. 
Our goal is to meet monthly on a Friday morn-

ing during the school year following 8:00am 
Mass. These meetings in the past have begun 

with coffee, doughnuts and time to socialize. 
Speakers have provided insight and enjoy-

ment. We also enjoy a variety of evening social 
events including Civic Theatre performances, 

our Advent Party and summer picnics. In 
Christ centered outreach, we have created 

blessed prayer blankets, benefitting recipients 
through group and individual prayer. As the 

Silver Angels Prayer Apostolate, we pray spe-
cifically for each of our SMG staff members 

and the fruitfulness of their work. Our varied 
experiences allow us to connect with all ages 

of our community confirming for our youth the 
joy of maturing in our Catholic faith and lives. 

At this time, we are in need of a new leader to 
organize and remobilize once again after much 

time apart due to the pandemic! 
 
Sisterhood of Marietta 
The Sisterhood of Marietta is a place for high 

school girls to create Christ-centered friend-
ships with other young women. We meet week-

ly for faith-share, prayer, discussion, service, 
fellowship, and more. Serving as counterparts 

to the Knights of Holy Eucharist, we pray the 
rosary as a group before Mass when the 

Knights are serving. The ladies sit together at 
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Masses to build reverence for the Holy Eucha-

rist through prayer and participation. This 
group is a safe place for girls to be supported 

in their faith and loved through every obstacle 
that being a teenage girl entails. 

Contact: Stacy Collins, marietta@smg-
online.org 

 

Sports Ministry 
The Sports Ministry offers 15 different athletic 
programs to parishioners and school students 

of all skill levels (PK-8th grade).  Each player 
will get a chance to be introduced to the sport 

they choose or expand on the skill set they al-
ready possess. Our goal is that young athletes 

learn the fundamentals of their sports and 

sportsmanship in a Christian environ-

ment. Volunteers are the cornerstone to our 
Sports Ministry. Coaches are responsible for 

teaching not only the game itself but how to 
play it with a Christ-like attitude. The influ-

ence of our coaches cannot be overstated and 
are critical to creating a fun and faith-filled ex-

perience for each player. We are always wel-
coming new participants to our program and 

looking for leaders to help coach.  
Contact: Sean Bird, s.bird@smgonline.org 

  
TRUTH (High School) 
Standing for  Teens Reaching Up To Heaven, 
TRUTH is our high school youth group which 

meets on Sunday nights in the youth room 
from 6:30pm – 8:30pm. In TRUTH we are chal-

lenged to really make our faith our own as we 
journey towards Heaven. TRUTH uses the Life 
Teen program, a movement within the Roman 

Catholic Church that leads teenagers and their 
families into a deeper relationship with Jesus 

Christ and His Church. Life Teen strengthens 
our teen’s identity, while rooting them firmly 

in Christ and His Church. We play games, en-
gage in discussion, and learn to love Jesus to-
gether! Dinner is provided. Check out Life 

Teen at lifeteen.com.  
Contact: Deanna Dean, 

d.dean@smgonline.org   
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Adult Bible Study 
A weekly bible study is offered in the fall and 

spring on Wednesday evenings and Thursday 
mornings where parishioners can learn more 
about God's Word together. Scripture study for 

adults is designed to help growth in the faith 
through exploration of the Bible in the commu-

nity of the parish family. It not only provides 
an intellectual understanding but also an ave-

nue to deepen each participant’s prayer life 
through God's Word. Registration is requested, 

but walk-ins are welcome.  
Contact: David Bain, (317) 575-8945 or Bret 

Clement, (317) 438-0508 
 
Bible Basics 
If you are interested in a Bible study, but on a 

more informal basis, this may be for you. Get a 
head start on Sunday Mass by joining us for a 

lively discussion of the weekly Scripture read-
ings via Zoom on Sunday mornings from 8:30-

9:45am. All adults are welcome. Coffee is pro-
vided and no registration or homework is re-

quired. You can attend weekly or as often as 
your schedule allows. We meet every week that 

Parish Religious Education is in session. 
Contact: Bill Sultan, (317) 413-6431 

 
Natural Family Planning 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the general 
title for the scientific, natural and moral meth-

ods of family planning that can help married 
couples achieve or postpone pregnancies. NFP 

is a means of reading the body’s signs of fertili-

ty and infertility in a way that honors our dig-

nity as persons by respecting the natural 
rhythms and functions of the body, without 

the need for drugs, devices, or surgical proce-
dures. You can learn about two different NFP 

methods: the Sympto-Thermal Method and the 
Creighton Model.  

Contact: Sympto-Thermal Method:  
Julie Weinkauf, (317) 354-5284.  

Creighton Model: Holly Smith,  
holly.smith4@ascension.org 

 
Youth Bible Study 
St. Jerome said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ig-
norance of Christ!” Well, that’s a challenge! 

Teens are invited to come explore the compel-
ling word of God. We meet most Tuesday 

nights when TRUTH is in session, from 7:00-
8:30pm in the Parish Office or Church Youth 

Room. Bring your Bible, a friend, and your 
questions about the Good Book. 

Contact: Jim Wack, (317) 379-1600 or Justin 
Svec, (317) 774-7832 

Early Saints Ministry 
We are a support group of moms and dads 

who have suffered from miscarriage, stillbirth 
or infant loss. We meet several times a year to 
pray, share, and honor our Early Saints. Our 

goal, with the Lord’s help, is to support fami-
lies walking this challenging and unique road 

of grief. If this is your situation, watch the bul-
letin for upcoming meetings. We’d be privileged 

to walk this journey with you.  
Contact: Courtney DiPiro, (317) 402-7770 
 
 

Grief Support Ministry 
We seek to comfort those who mourn lost loved 

ones by sending cards on behalf of the parish, 
by maintaining a resource list of relevant par-
ish library materials and area programs, by 

offering speakers on topics of interest, and by 
facilitating the “Grieving with Great Hope” 

workshop series periodically. Our mission is to 
answer Jesus’s call to comfort those who 

mourn. If you are grieving the loss of a loved 
one, we are here to help.  

Contact: Deb Krupowicz, (317) 873-6564 or 
Tom Harford, (317) 590-4158 
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Extraordinary Minister of Holy Commun-
ion 
As Catholics, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is 
the pinnacle of our faith, with Mass culminat-

ing with the reception of Holy Communion. In 
every celebration of the Eucharist, the distri-

bution of the Eucharist must be reverent and 
orderly, and so we assist the presider in this 
distribution. Prior to participating at Mass, all  

Extraordinary Ministers are properly trained 
and commissioned. 

Contact: Kathy Lengerich, (317) 896-5898 
 
Ministers of Welcome 
As a guest, it can be intimidating to walk into 

a church you’ve never visited before or where 
you know only a few people. Our Ministers of 

Welcome serve to deliver positive and personal 
interactions with everyone who enters our 

church for Lord’s Day Masses by greeting visi-
tors and parishioners at the door, helping 

them find a seat, guiding them through the 
communion process, sharing bulletins with 

them at the conclusion, and thanking them for 
coming. Oftentimes the biggest impressions 

can come from the smallest acts. Ministers 
serve for one month at a time and are typically 

assigned two or three months a year.  
Contact: Jay Schemanske, (317) 509-4070 
 
Music Ministry 
We are ministers of the Gospel who use music 
to bring the Scriptures alive in the hearts of 

the congregation. Our vocation is to provide 
Truth in Beauty and support and promote con-

gregational singing and participation. We are 
here to ignite a fire and fan the flame in the 

hearts of everyone at St. Maria Goretti. If God 
has blessed you with musical talent, consider 

using those divine natural attributes to inspire 
our community to bring about goodness. If you 

sing, consider joining a choir for adults, teens, 
or children. We also have a cantor program. If 

you’re an instrumentalist, we have ensembles 
that you can join as well.   

Contact: Joey Garcia, (317) 867-3213 ext. 
1209 

 

Readers 
The General of Instruction of the Roman Missal 
says it best when stating that “when the Sa-
cred Scriptures are read in the Church, God 

himself speaks to his people, and Christ, pre-
sent in his word, proclaims the Gospel.” 

We proclaim the Word of God at the Mass so 
that the faithful may discover anew God’s 

Word, alive in our assembly. All readers are 
properly trained before beginning.  

Contact: Training: Jeff Bowen, (317) 441-
9928. Scheduling: Jim Wack, (317) 379-1600 

 
Servers 
Pope Francis said that serving at the altar is a 

privileged way to draw closer to Jesus, which 
in turn "enables you to open yourselves to  

others, to journey together, to set demanding 
goals and to find the strength to achieve 

them." It allows our youth to assist clergy in 
the sanctuary (where heaven meets earth) as 

the clergy perform the sacred duties proclaim-
ing God’s Word to His people and celebrating 

the Eucharist, the source and summit of our 
Catholic faith. Serving at Mass is unlike any 
other youth or human activity given its sacred 

meaning in the economy of divine salvation by 
God for humanity. We assist at weekend  
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Masses, weddings, and other special liturgies. 

We invite all youth of our parish in grades 5-8 
to become servers.  

Contact: Jen Downing, (317) 896-9123 
 
Temple Knights of the Holy Eucharist 
The Temple Knights is a high school fraternity 

to encourage teen boys growing toward man-
hood to stay active in their faith and to discern 

their future vocations as Christians as either 
married, consecrated, or ordained men.  The 

men are called to respond in their Catholic 
faith through regular prayer, sacraments,  

moral living through an honor code, and glori-
fying God through sacrificial service in the 

Church.  The Temple Knights service includes 
both serving at Mass on feasts and other im-

portant days in the life of the parish as well as 
works of charity (e.g., serving at the parish 

Italian Festival, Shepherd’s Gate Food Pantry, 
Holy Name Society Fish Fries, and other     

projects). This ministry is open to all high 
school boys, grades 9-12. There is an annual 

invitation to all SMG 8th grade boys in June 
following graduations from middle school to 

come and learn and begin to discern about 
joining the Temple Knights. However, a high 

school teen is welcome to join the Temple 

Knights at any time regardless of their 
knowledge or skill of serving at Mass. Monthly 

meetings are usually held the 4th Sunday of 
the month following 10:00am Mass. 

Contact: Father Mike McKinley, (317) 867-
3213 ext. 1148 

 
Welcome Committee 
After each of the Lord’s Day Masses, we wel-
come our new parishioners as we would wel-

come Christ and work to create an inviting   
environment to make all feel like fami-

ly. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we greet,        
welcome, educate and inspire the newest      

members of the St. Maria Goretti community 
to share their gifts, talents and love by their 

active participation in our vibrant community. 
There are three welcome luncheons that offer 

our newest parishioners an opportunity to 
meet our priests, other new parishioners and 

staff, as well as an opportunity to tour our 
church and school and learn about the minis-

tries offered by our parish. If you are a new         
parishioner or are looking to learn more about 

our parish family, let us know!  
Contact: Sue Treida, (317) 650-9399 

Angel Employment Network 
We know that unemployment, underemployment, 

or general job dissatisfaction can take a toll on 
your life. Our goal is to assist those seeking new 
employment, whether unemployed, underem-

ployed, or seeking to change career paths, 
through networking assistance. 

Contact: Bill Lilegdon, aen@smgonline.org 
 
Family Promise Outreach Ministry 
The focus of the Family Promise Outreach Minis-
try is to show Christ’s love for the homeless chil-
dren and their families in our community who 

are in crisis. It is an expansion of our HELP 
Committee efforts to serve those in financial need 

here in Hamilton County. We use our Youth 
Room (church basement) to house one to four 

homeless families for one week every three 
months. Families are background checked and 

screened prior to being accepted into the pro-

gram. We partner with Family Promise of Hamil-
ton County to provide guests with their basic 

needs:  food, transportation, a warm place to 
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sleep, tutoring for the children, and most im-

portantly, Christ’s love for them. This is a min-
istry opportunity for your whole family and 

there are NO monthly meetings. There are ori-
entation and online training sessions available 

for those interested in learning more and ob-
taining the necessary information needed to 

become a volunteer.  
Contact: Scott Harris,  

familypromise@smgonline.org 
 
HELP Committee 
Our mission is to reach out to those in need 

right here in Hamilton County. The HELP 
Committee encompasses many of the minis-

tries here at SMG.  These include the Shep-
ard’s Gate Food Pantry, Family Promise Out-

reach, St. Vincent de Paul, Box of Joy, Coats 
for Kids, and the Thanksgiving and Christmas 

deliveries. There are so many ways in which 
volunteers are needed to serve those around 

us. If you have any questions about how you 
can get involved with the HELP Committee, 

please contact us! 
Contact: Volunteer Coordinator: Molly Scheu, 

(574) 850-3908. Holiday Food Deliveries: 
Michelle Cradick, (317)506-6420. 
 
International Mission Trip Ministry 
Our purpose is to spread the love of Christ in 
our parish community with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ who are in need outside of the 

United States. In the past, we visited Santa 

Apolonia in Guatemala, providing medical as-
sistance and manual labor for the building of 

an outdoor classroom and a new play set for a 
local parish.  

Contact: Jim Mramor, (317) 804-9946 
 
Meals Ministry 
When someone has experienced the loss of a 

loved one, is suffering from an illness, or has 
been blessed with the birth of a child, they can 

be shown Christ by being provided with a meal 
by someone who cares, even (or maybe espe-

cially) when it is by someone they do not even 
know. The Meals Ministry is made up of people 

who are willing to cook (or order) for Funeral 
Luncheons or deliver meals to those who need 

them.  
Contact: Parish Office, (317) 867-3213 

 
Respect Life Ministry 
We, as Catholics, are called to build the Cul-
ture of Life and to respect the sacredness of 

human life from conception to natural 
death. The Respect Life Ministry seeks to pro-

mote this teaching through awareness, action, 
and prayer. We organize 40 Days for Life at 

SMG, blood drives, and other opportunities for 
our parish for our parish to promote and live 

out our belief that every life has dignity!  
Contact: Katie Svec, (317) 979-7811 
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Shepherd’s Gate Food Pantry 
We are a volunteer basic needs outreach min-

istry whose work is done in conjunction with 
the HELP Committee of our parish. The pantry 
is a vital link to sharing God’s abundant  

blessings with the needy and those in crisis 
and is available to all individuals and families 

in Hamilton County who need assistance in 
obtaining basic necessities such as food, per-

sonal hygiene products, cleaning supplies and 
baby supplies. The pantry is nondenomina-

tional in its mission of providing Christian 
support and ministering. Donations are need-

ed throughout the year including the specific 
item of the month (highlighted in the bulletin). 

It takes many parish volunteers and their      
families donating their time and talents to this  

important ministry to make this a suc-
cess. Pantry hours are 4:00-5:30pm Monday 

and Thursday, and 9:30 to 11:00am Saturday. 
Contact us if you would like to join in serving 

those in our community! 
Contact: Scheduling: Molly Klen, (317) 590-

9658. Donations: Lori Dickman, (317) 523-
8980 

 
St. Francis Ministry for the Sick 
We are a group of lay parishioners devoted to 
assisting St. Maria Goretti parishioners and 

their families in spiritual and physical needs of 
the sick, injured, homebound, dying, elderly, 

despairing and grieving through both spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy. This includes 

visiting the homebound and nursing homes 
and lifting those up in prayer, as well as   

helping with the physical needs of persons who 
are sick. There are three primary ways of  in-

volvement. First are dedicated pastoral care 
givers who keep in contact with the sick and 

their family to assist with any needs, and con-
vey the support of the SMG community.     

Second are those who do individual tasks such 
as running an errand, taking a meal, respite 

care, grocery shopping, or driving someone to 
Mass. And finally are those who offer prayer 

support, whom we call on to offer up prayer for 
those in need of God’s healing touch.  

Contact: Mike Treida, (317) 867-3213 ext. 
1229 

 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
We are a ministry of men and women who seek 
to be the hands and feet of Christ by visiting 

and providing support to the poor in our   
community. This ministry is part of our overall 

HELP Committee efforts to serve those in     
financial need. We focus on providing            

emergency financial aid to those outside of our 
parish who have nowhere else to turn.         
Believing we are all created in God’s image, we 

offer assistance with empathy, trust and 
friendship, while preserving the utmost dignity 

and confidentiality. By visiting our neighbors 
in need in their homes (always in pairs), we 

strive to help address their material needs. We 
are also energized by the awareness that ser-

vice to our brother or sister in need is in fact 
an encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

While this is the core of our ministry, we also 
work with vetted clients from IN Dept. of Child 

Services to proactively keep children out of the 
foster care system by resolving fundamental 

needs such as beds for their kid(s).  In addi-
tion, we partner with three homeless shelters 

to physically  assist graduates of their pro-
grams move into their newly obtained apart-

ments.  
Contact: Scott Harris, svdp@smgonline.org                                                        
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St. Maria Goretti School is a place where the love of 

Jesus is woven throughout the school day and in all 
our classrooms. Students attend Mass twice a week, 

pray the rosary once a month, pray the Stations of 
the Cross weekly during Lent. Students participate 

in various service projects, as well as spiritual re-
treats. Our team of resource teachers supports stu-

dents on all points of the learning continuum; 
whether students have an IEP, just need extra help, 

or need an outlet to be challenged. Our classroom 
teachers strive to provide differentiated instruction, 

as well as multiple strategies, to reach all learners. 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic School is an accredited 

school. We have earned 4 stars from the state of In-
diana several times and have received the National 

Blue Ribbon of Excellence award from the capitol 
twice, in 2013 and 2019. While we are blessed and 

grateful for these recognitions, we are most grateful 
for a school where the love of Jesus Christ is in-

grained in its students, teachers, staff and families 
every day.   

 
Embodying the mission statement through all facets 

of the educational process is the essential element 
that sets the school apart from the many high 

achieving public schools within the surrounding 
communities. St. Maria Goretti School is distinctive 

among many Catholic schools as it is a stewardship 
school (tuition-free) which is based on four funda-

mental philosophical pillars: 

Adherence to a stewardship model allows all parish families the opportunity to receive a Catholic ed-
ucation regardless of income. 
 

Contact:  

Admissions Officer: Alli Bell or Principal: Elizabeth Kissel 
(317) 896-5582  

School Mission Statement 
Let it be known to all who enter here that Jesus Christ is the reason 
for this school, the unseen but ever present teacher in all its classes, 

the model for its faculty, and the inspiration for its students. 

 Family Pillars 

Attend Mass regularly at St. Maria Goretti 

Regularly tithe at St. Maria Goretti 

Complete at least 30 hours of service hours each year 

Participate in the Annual Diocesan Capital Campaign 
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Note: Tuition excludes a one-time $75 supply 

fee and $50 per family registration fee. 

“Our philosophy is children 
learn by interacting with 

themes in their environment. 
That means learning by doing, 
by trying new things, and ob-

serving new phenomenon in 
their world. Our curriculum 

consists of social skills, physi-
cal motor skills, academics, and 

religion. It is our goal to provide a 
well-rounded program capable of 
satisfying your child’s intellectual 
needs, as well as, advancing his/
her physical, social and spiritual 

needs.” 
 

—Sue Tetrick 

3’s Program & Pre-K Teacher 

“Junior Kindergarten (“JK”) is a full-day kinder-
garten preparatory program. Students are im-
mersed in a challenging thematic curriculum 
through Language Arts & STEM with three edu-
cators. The classroom environment is inviting, 
engaging, and intentional. JK Kids will experi-
ence “specialty” classes such as art, music, 
physical education as all students at SMG. They 
will dine in our cafeteria and enjoy rest-time 
each afternoon. JK kids are involved in fine arts 
productions throughout the school year. Daily 
routines, “play”, and activities are structured 
and meaningful. The SMG experience for the JK 
students each day in our organized classroom, 
building, Church, and campus is exceptional. 
Most importantly, they will be enveloped in each 
aspect of the spiritual life and fun annual events 
that our Catholic school provides. Many staff 
members, priests, and students are present 
though daily interactions, lessons, and preparing 
our children for their journey through SMG. The 
JK Teachers work closely with our school coun-
selor, resource teachers, and nurses to provide a 
healthy and productive environment for all. Our 
Junior Kindergarten families continue to be a 
positive guiding presence in all we do and the 
love and support is appreciated.” 

—Ann Worcester 

Junior Kindergarten Teacher 

3s Program 
 

Teacher 

Mrs. Sue Tetrick 
s.tetrick@smgonline.org 

 

Calendar 
September – May 

 

Days 

Tuesday, Friday 
 

Hours 
Morning: 8:00-11:00am 

Afternoon: 12:15-2:50pm 
 

Age 

Child must be 3 before 
September 1st 

 

Tuition 

Morning: $140/month 
Afternoon: $120/month 

Junior Kindergarten 
Program 

 

Teacher 
Mrs. Ann Worcester 

a.worcester@smgonline.org 
  

Calendar 

August—May 
 

Days 
Monday – Friday 

 

Hours 

8am – 3pm 
 

Age 

Child must be 4 before     
September 1st 

 

Tuition 

$576/month 

Pre-K Program 
 

Teacher 

Mrs. Sue Tetrick 
s.tetrick@smgonline.org 

 

Calendar 
September – May 

 

Days 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 

 

Hours 

8am – 1pm 
 

Age 

Child must be 4 before 
September 1st 

 

Tuition 

$235/month 
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The St. Maria Goretti Parish Religious Educa-

tion (PRE) program assists parents in their role 
as primary teachers of the Catholic faith, by 

providing weekly catechesis to children PreK-
8th who do not attend a Catholic school. We 

provide an environment that allows children to 
learn the teachings of the Catholic Church, ex-

perience the rich traditions of the faith, and 
build community with other children in the 

parish family. Within our walls, we model 
Catholic practices, prayers, and values, and we 

promote participation in liturgical worship and 
the sacramental life of the Church.  

Sunday PRE sessions are available for children 

age 3 through the 8th grade from 8:30-9:45am 
and 11:30am-12:45pm, from September 

through May. The partnership with our par-
ents is taken very seriously. We offer adult 

faith formation during PRE sessions that sup-
ports parents in their journey to raise children 

of faith, and weekly emails to the families 
which provide additional resources for parents 

who want to build up their domestic church 
and live liturgically within their home.  

The PRE program participates in parishwide 
service programs such as the Boxes of Joy col-

lection. PRE students also participate in the 
10:00am Mass, with each grade level hosting a 

10:00am Mass once per year. During that 
Mass the students proclaim the 1st and 2nd 

Readings, lead the Prayers of the Faithful, and 
assist the Ministers of Welcome.  

 
Contact: Marisa Bruce,  

m.bruce @smgonline.org 

What if my child has Special Needs? 

We strive to meet the needs of all children, wherever they are in their faith journey, and whatever 
their needs and abilities are. If your child has special needs, please reach out to Marisa Bruce, 

our Coordinator of Faith Formation, to discuss how we can best serve your child. If you have 
skills working with children with special needs, please consider volunteering to be a PRE Aide!  

 

Our Curriculum: 
Both the parish and the school use Loyola 

Press’s Christ Our Life, which uses a spiral cur-
riculum. Each year builds upon the prior year’s 
content across six major domains: Creed, Sac-
raments, Scripture, Morality, Prayer, and Cath-

olic Social Teaching.  
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 Dates and times are subject to change. Refer to weekly bulletin for latest updates. 



 

Saint Maria Goretti Catholic Church │ Ministry Guide 21 

St. Maria Goretti 

17102 Spring Mill Rd. 
Westfield, IN 46074 

www.smgonline.org 
Facebook: @GorettiCatholic 

Twitter: @GorettiCatholic  
 
Parish Office 

Phone (317) 867-3213 

Fax (317) 867-3263 
 
Office Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:00am—Noon & 1:00—5:00pm 
 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:00am, 5:30pm 

 
Reconciliation 

Saturday 8:30-9:30am, 3:00-4:00pm 
Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday 7:00am, 5:30pm 
Tuesday 8:00am, 5:30pm 

Wednesday 8:00am, 5:30pm  
Thursday 5:30pm  

Friday 7:00am, 8:00am  
Saturday 8:00am  

Ministry Staff 

Fr. Brian Dudzinski Missionary Pastor 
Fr. Kevin Haines  Senior Associate Pastor 

Fr. Mike McKinley Senior Associate Pastor 
Deacon Steve Miller Deacon 

Deacon Sid Cammeresi Deacon 
 

Jen Downing  Admin. Assistant 
Kevin Muller  Dir. Ministry & Ops 

Connie Anderson Dir. Evangelization 
Marisa Bruce  Children’s Faith Form. 

Deanna Dean  Coord. Youth Ministry 
Jason Hemmerling Confirmation Form. 

Emily Vizard  Y.M. Admin. Assistant 
Kimberly Travis  Admin. Assistant 

Joey Garcia  Dir. Music 

 

Sean Bird   Athletic Director 
Brian McDonald  IT Director 

Eddie Eberhardt  Maint. Supervisor 
Amy Giesler   Accountant  

Daria Sommers  Accountant 
 
School Directory 

17104 Spring Mill Rd. 

Westfield, IN 46074 
Phone (317) 896-5582  

 
Elizabeth Kissel  Principal 

Alli Bell   Admissions Officer 
Jennifer Mellegaard Student Data Coord. 

Cheryl Newkirk  Admin. Assistant 



 



 

 

St. Maria Goretti 

PRAY FOR US! 


