PTO Meeting Minutes
Thursday, November 13, 2025 
Attendees: Joy Jansen, Tracey Traub, Jennifer Mellegard, Christen Cantos, Anna Zwergel, others
Opening Prayer: Joy Jansen
Treasurer's Report: Tracey Traub
1. Income items:
0. Evereve fundraiser — only $50 this time.
0. Used uniform sale — $1,385 so far, expecting another $500–$1,000.
0. $188 from First Day Spirit Wear.
0. Some additional income from Kroger Rewards.
0. No income from the Fun Run, since it had to be canceled this year.
0. Fall Fest — $6,947 (figure not yet finalized).
0. Total revenue so far this year: $34,417.
1. Expense items:
1. Ice Cream Social.
1. October Fall Parties — ice cream: $111.
1. Guerin has agreed to help cover the cost of the school directory.
1. Fall Fest expenses came in lower than its revenue.
1. Staff development expenses increased further this month.
1. Reminder: only one snack cart reimbursement has been submitted so far — please turn in remaining receipts.
1. Some sign-in equipment was purchased.
1. Additional expense for pep rally banner supplies.
1. Flowers were sent to Mrs. Kissel on behalf of PTO and the school council.
Principal's Report: Jennifer Mellegard
1. Mrs. Kissel will be back in early December.
1. Too many people have been submitting separately to Angel News — everything needs to be consolidated. Joy will email all committee chairs reminding them to route submissions through Joy and Jaclyn, who will filter and submit by end of day Monday.
1. A new chain has been added to carpool to block cars from entering after carpool ends, after a car entered the lot during carpool last week.
President's Report: Joy Jansen
1. No additional updates this month.
Middle School Dance Update: Christen Cantos
1. Christie Congden is taking over as chair next year; Christen is working with her on the transition.
1. A DJ has been secured — Kevin Welsh, who normally DJs for free, is unavailable this time (conflicts with his own work holiday party), so Mike Diggler will DJ for $250 (invoice to follow). Total dance budget is $1,000.
1. The spring dance has been moved to April 17th.
1. Student council will not be involved in planning this time, given Mrs. Kissel being out and everything else going on.
1. Theme: Ugly Sweater. Gift cards will be raffled off.
1. Phones will be collected at the door again this year, as in past years — it went smoothly with no issues. Adults can keep their phones to take photos for the yearbook.
1. Discussing a photographer — Maria Eveslage is preferred; Rachel Myer is a possible backup. Also considering a photo booth.
1. Sign-ups will go out for gift card, drink, and snack donations; will coordinate with the Monthly Bakers on snacks. Considering an Amazon wishlist for needed items.
1. Chaperone sign-ups will go out — having enough adults present helps keep things under control; this hasn’t been hard to fill in the past.
1. Kara and Tracey are planning a pre-party for the boys before the dance.
1. Excitement is high — kids love this event and turnout is always good.
Old Business
1. Café Appreciation Day
17. Jenny gave gift cards for lunch this time, since not everyone eats the same thing.
1. St. Maria Goretti’s Birthday update
18. Prayer cards were given out instead of treats, since treats can be problematic to manage.
18. Candy canes will be given out for St. Nicholas Day.
18. For Christmas, planning to skip Lofthouse cookies (they contain eggs) in favor of something like Rice Krispie treats or Oreos.
1. Fall Parties
19. Going forward, ice cream will just be one flavor (vanilla) rather than a choice, and spoons must be included.
19. Should probably do the same (one flavor) for the Ice Cream Social going forward.
1. 4th/5th Grade Game Night recap
20. 60 kids attended; Bowl 32 was easy to work with and a lot of fun.
20. Still had some no-shows despite RSVPs.
20. Kara will send a few more items to be reimbursed.
1. Chick-fil-A Dine to Donate
21. Final numbers aren’t in yet.
21. Next month’s Dine to Donate will be at Panera — their December promotion gives 30% back.
New Business
1. Book Fair sales update
22. Sales: $5,486, not including toys (about $1,500 cash, with an estimated profit of 40–50%). Final profit margin is still unknown, but it did well overall.
22. For comparison, last year’s Scholastic book fair brought in around $10,000
22. Ongoing challenge: not always enough age-appropriate books for middle schoolers, since they tend to read at levels the fair doesn’t stock. Teachers made wishlists so books could be purchased and shipped directly, but no one currently knows where those wishlists are posted — plan to bring back the labeled bins from last year to display them.
1. Birthdays
23. Fr. Dudzinski (today) and Deacon Steve (Sunday, November 16) — Jenny has already sent cards for both.
1. November 21 — Catholic Principals Appreciation Day
24. Lunch will be provided for Phil at school (Jaclyn coordinating) and delivered to Elizabeth at home.
1. November 25 — Special Persons Day (K-3)
25. Not on the PTO calendar — nothing for PTO to do here; K-3 classrooms will have their own in-class activities.
1. Thank a Teacher Day
26. Wasn’t yet on the calendar — decided to hold it November 25th, before winter break. Room parents will coordinate, and kids will bring in cards.
1. Hot Chocolate Bar during Advent (Ali Bell)
27. Question of whether to hire it out or organize it ourselves.
27. Advent subs already went out via the room parent sign-up at the start of the year; teachers need to coordinate directly with parents. Specials teachers still need coverage.
27. A vendor was hired for Teacher Appreciation Week (~$450, included hot chocolate) and was well liked, but that cost is probably not worth it for Advent alone.
27. Last year, Kara organized a fully-donated hot chocolate bar.
27. Action item: Anna to talk to Kara — Allie wants to do this on Monday, November 15th.
December Events
1. December 4 — Spirit Day at Panera (Greyhound Pass)
28. Deodorant is this month’s donation item.
28. Need a hard copy of the donation calendar to hand out to parents — considering bringing back other paper materials (lists, calendars) generally.
1. December 5 — St. Nicholas Day
29. After Mass, PTO passes out candy canes to shoes. More helpers means it goes faster — recommend sorting bags ahead of time.
1. December 11 — PTO Meeting
30. Snack Cart: Anna. Plan to buy everything the day before and bring it in ahead of time.
1. December 15 — Movie for FISH hours
31. PTO doesn’t need to do anything here — teachers will decide, regardless of whether the school hits a particular FISH-hour threshold.
1. December 19 — Student Party / Pizza Lunch (11:00–12:30)
32. Need to give class volunteers and parents very clear instructions about this year’s format change.
32. Middle schoolers will have three options this year — movie, library (card games), or a game room — and must commit to one and stay there.
32. 8th grade was supposed to get the gym this year but it didn’t get organized in time; could revisit for 7th/8th grade in the future, potentially paired with a Christmas movie trivia option.
32. Combining the parties into one longer block (1.5 hours this year) is meant to give the day more structure and keep students engaged throughout, per Phil and Elizabeth’s input.
32. Idea for a more purposeful activity: in the past, kids decorated cookies and made thank-you cards for the fire department, turning it into a service project. Considering something similar this year — cards for St. Francis Ministry, care items for homebound parishioners, or cake-making kits for the food pantry. Tracy will reach out to Vikki for more information, and will also look into pizza options and discounts.
32. Reminder to double-check snack orders match the final plan (e.g. don’t order Oreos if plans changed) — coordinate with Marcella Ocampo and other point people.
1. December 19 — PTO Staff Lunch (11:00am)
33. All PTO members are asked to volunteer; someone also needs to cover the front desk for Teresa.
33. Anna and Kara will organize this.
33. Will ask for donations for food and supplies.
33. Laura Wenson and Stephanie Cook are covering Monthly Baker duties.
33. Will use leftover soda from the PTO closet.
33. Budget goal is around $2,000; currently at about $1,200 — more donations needed to close the gap.
33. Will ask for centerpiece donations; will use the PTO’s cloth tablecloths.
33. No additional funds needed for the Catholic Schools Week crockpot meal, as usual.
33. Planning to do more wrap sandwiches this time — they were a big hit last time.
33. Will ask Teresa for a total staff headcount for planning purposes.
1. Daddy-Daughter Dance donations
34. Steph Bird is requesting donations — families can log FISH hours in exchange for donated items.
1. Mother-Son Night
35. Currently has no chair — a volunteer is needed.
Next Meeting: Thursday, December 11 — Snack Cart: Anna.

