
MYTH: Kentucky doesn’t need school choice.
FACT: Legislators are elected by the voters of Kentucky and the voters of Kentucky are clear on this issue: they want school
choice. 

Rural Only Poll
- 77% of likely voters support educational choice
- 57% of likely rural voters support both public schools and educational choice

Statewide Poll
- 65% of likely voters support educational choice
- 69% Independents, 56% Democrats, 67% Republican 

 
MYTH: COVID has interrupted education across the Commonwealth and we need to focus on public education.
FACT: COVID has been detrimental to education across the state and as parents look to ensure their students get the
education and help they need moving forward, giving them more flexibility in making those decisions is the best way to get
every student back on track! By encouraging private donations, the state can play a role in additional direct education
investment at no cost to taxpayers. COVID19 made voters more likely to support EOAs. Voters are clear that we should
support public schools AND educational choice.

MYTH: Education Opportunity Accounts (EOAs) are a backdoor way to use tax dollars to support nonpublic schools.
FACT: EOAs are designed to let parents choose the support their child needs with the support of private donations. They
apply to rural, urban, and suburban students and can be customized to fit a student’s needs, including public and nonpublic
schools and a variety of other educational support. 

MYTH: EOAs will hurt students at public schools.
FACT: Based on evidence from other states, school choice programs will help, not hurt, KY’s most important stakeholders in
education: our students. Of the 26 studies that examine the competitive effects of school choice programs on public schools,
24 found positive effects, one saw no visible effect and one found some negative effects for some kids.

MYTH: Only non-public school students can benefit from an EOA.
FACT: ALL Kentucky students who demonstrate financial need are eligible for EOAs; that’s more than 425,000 students in
public schools, non-public schools, non-traditional schools, etc. 

MYTH: EOAs are “lost revenue” for education.
FACT: EOAs are a direct investment in Kentucky students, including public school students.  EOAs will be funded through
private donations, not the public education budget. The tax credit for private donations will be offset from the general fund. 

MYTH: Public school teachers oppose EOAs.
FACT: EdChoice KY’s 2020 poll found that 50% of public-school teachers support EOAs when given an unbiased description
of the program, with only 32% opposed.

RURAL? URBAN? SUBURBAN? 
ALL STUDENTS WIN!

MYTH VS. FACT
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY ACCOUNTS

https://www.dropbox.com/s/agt08rca34125hw/EdChoice%20KY_Poll%20Results_Sept2020.PDF?dl=0
https://edchoiceky.com/news/polling-shows-a-scholarship-tax-credit-program-is-supported-by-vast-majority-of-kentucky-voters
https://edchoiceky.com/news/new-education-focused-poll-of-likely-voters-in-rural-kentucky-in-school-options-and-educational-choice-highly-favored
https://www.dropbox.com/s/agt08rca34125hw/EdChoice%20KY_Poll%20Results_Sept2020.PDF?dl=0


MYTH: EOAs will cost billions of dollars over 20 years.
FACT: The return on investment cannot be understated. If more students can receive an education that works for them,
the EOA cost will benefit KY for generations to come. Additionally, growth projections that show the program growing to
nearly $2 billion over 20 years are completely unrealistic. EOA legislation begins with a $25 million limit. That limit would
only grow in future years if there are donors who sustain it. This growth is important because it will help the program keep
up with the demand that has been seen in other states.  

Even still, in Florida, the tax credit program has grown to just under $900 million in 20 years.  Considering that Florida has
five times the population of Kentucky, it is not plausible that Kentucky’s program would more than double the size of
Florida’s program during that same period of time. 

Between state, local and federal dollars, Kentucky’s public schools receive approximately $8 billion per year.  For a fraction
of that amount, Kentucky could dramatically improve the lives of students by giving them more educational opportunities. 
 State audits and independent research has also confirmed that these programs save taxpayer money.

MYTH: Educational Choice is discriminatory and racist.
FACT: Public opinion surveys show that black and hispanic families are amongst the strongest supporters of educational
choice, as found in this EdChoiceKY poll and this poll from the American Federation for Children. In states that have school
choice, non-white families overwhelmingly benefit from the programs.   

 
Florida: The main school choice program is nearly 70 percent minorities and the average student using the program
comes from a household earning an income of just $26,578 per year.  
 
Indiana: 42% of students using the educational choice program are non-white, whereas only 21% percent of the state’s
general population is non-white.

MYTH: EOAs would only benefit wealthy families.
FACT: Financial assistance will be based on the families demonstrated need. The more a family makes, the less aid they
will be eligible to receive.  EOA legislation mandates that a majority of the recipients be from families with income levels
below that which qualifies for reduced lunch.  Once that criteria is met, families making no more than 200% above reduced
lunch are eligible to apply.  These families are not wealthy.  For comparison, two married public-school teachers with two
children making the average salary of approximately $54,000 per year would make too much to qualify.

MYTH: EOAs violate Kentucky’s constitution on use of funds for non-public schools.
FACT: EOAs are constitutional in Kentucky as they are funded by private donations from businesses and individuals and
only incentivized by the Commonwealth. 19 other states have similar programs and the courts have held that they are
constitutional. EOAs are not vouchers which rely on taxpayer dollars.

RURAL? URBAN? SUBURBAN? 
ALL STUDENTS WIN!

https://www.edchoice.org/research/the-fiscal-impact-of-k-12-educational-choice/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tfmw9eohsob6hba/EdChoice%20Poll%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tfmw9eohsob6hba/EdChoice%20Poll%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.federationforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/AFC_NationalSchoolChoicePoll_V1.1.pdf
https://reason.org/commentary/setting-the-record-straight-on-school-choice-and-voucher-programs/

