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I 
n late January, Rev. Patrick D. De-

lahanty, Executive Director of the 

Catholic Conference of Kentucky, 

announced the appointment of 

Jason D. Hall as a 

policy analyst for 

the Catholic Confer-

ence. 

 Hall has a law de-

gree from the Uni-

versity of Kentucky 

and a bachelor’s 

degree in history 

and political science 

from Campbellsville University. 

He worked as a staff attorney repre-

senting the Department of Corrections 

during most of 2005. While there he 

worked on revising many of the admin-

istrative regulations governing the de-

partment, an experience that will be 

valuable when the Conference has the 

occasion to advocate with the Executive 

Branch of government. 

From December 2005 until July 

2009, Hall served as Deputy General 

Counsel for the Senate Majority Leader-

ship of the Kentucky General Assembly. 

This afforded him the opportunity to 

gain insight into the legislative process. 

The position brought him in contact with 

members of both chambers and both 

political parties. Hall developed valu-

able relationships while working in this 

position. In addition to legislators he 

interacted with Executive Branch offi-

cials and issue advocacy organizations, 

including the Catholic Conference. 

In making the announcement, Rev. 

Delahanty said that “The Conference 

welcomes the experience that Jason 

brings to this position, and we look for-

ward to his help in raising awareness 

about the Church’s commitment to hu-

man dignity and the common good in 

our Commonwealth.” 

New Policy Analyst Joins 

Catholic Conference Staff 

By Rev. Patrick Delahanty 

 

Hundreds of Catholics throughout the Commonwealth flocked to 17 Catholics 

@ the Capitol events which began in November 2010 and concluded in February 

2011. To be precise 880 persons attended one of the events held in 17 different 

cities or towns in each of the four Catholic dioceses. 

Until recently Catholics @ the Capitol was always held in Frankfort and drew 

participation from 125 –150 persons. This event was held annually in February 

and involved coming to Frankfort in the afternoon for discussions about the legisla-

tive agenda, followed by Mass and a dinner featuring a keynote speaker, usually 

from one of our national Catholic partners, e.g., Catholic Charities USA or the U. S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops. People stayed overnight in a local hotel and then 

gathered for breakfast and a final briefing on the issues before heading over to the 

capitol to try and meet with their State Senator and State Representative. 

Evaluations of these events were mostly positive, but participants did point out 

that for some this was expensive, for others the distance to travel was quite incon-

venient. Also frustrating for persons not used to workings of the General Assembly 

was the fact that legislators were not always available, even though Karen Cham-

bers, the Conference’s administrative assistant, had done everything possible to 

arrange for appointments for groups to meet with their 

elected members. 

 Weather in Kentucky at this time of year does not al-

ways cooperate and one year the event was canceled 

and in another many left after the evening meal 

prompted by the announcement of almost certain dan-

gerous driving conditions That forecast proved accurate. 

 Two years ago the Board of the Conference (the four 

Catholic bishops of Kentucky) decided to try a new ap-

proach to engage more Catholics in participating in urg-

ing support for public policies reflecting Gospel values 

and the social doctrine of the Church. 

 Rather than try to find a day during the “short” or 30-

day General Assembly session which meets in odd-numbered 

years, the Bishops entertained and approved a proposal developed during Confer-

ence committee meetings to take Catholics @ the Capitol to the four dioceses. 

The directors of the four Catholic Charities agencies agreed to oversee the or-

ganizing of these events in each of the four dioceses. They would find sites for 

these meetings, invite legislators who represented those areas to attend, advertise 

the events in parishes, and otherwise try to draw a crowd to the event. 

These meetings would take place prior to the General Assembly members com-

ing back to Frankfort for their session, except for the four days in January they use 

2011 Catholics @ the Capitol 

Events Drew Large Numbers 
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T 
he 2011 session of 
the General Assem-
bly just ended and 
already Governor  

Steve Beshear has an-
nounced the date to begin 
a special session because 
lawmakers did not reach 
agreement on how to re-
vise the budget and pro-
tect access to healthcare 

for the more than 800,000 Kentuckians who 
rely on Medicaid. 

From the outset the session took on a 
contentious spirit when the Senate, in an 
unusual action, passed 13 bills in the first 
four days in January, days ordinarily used to 
elect leaders and adopt their rules. The 
House did not respond and followed the stan-
dard pattern of leader elections and rules 
adoption, putting off until February any effort 
to review the Senate-passed bills. 

Two bills the Senate passed caught the 
attention of the Conference: Senate Bill 9 
and Senate Bill 6. 

Senate Bill 9Senate Bill 9Senate Bill 9Senate Bill 9    
Senate Bill 9, sponsored by Senator Jack 

Westwood, required that a patient seeking an 
abortion must give informed consent and 
that the information imparted to her for that 
purpose must be provided in a face-to-face 
meeting that takes place in a room where the 
patient and medical provider are present. It 
also required that there be an ultrasound 
accompanied by a description of what it 
shows. It did not require the patient to view 
the ultrasound. 

As in the past several sessions, House 
leaders assigned this bill to the House Health 
and Welfare committee. This committee is 
stacked with opponents of the measure who 
will never vote to send it to the floor where it 
would pass by an overwhelming bi-partisan 
majority. 

The Conference, along with others who 
advocate for this legislation, refused to at-
tend meetings of the Health and Welfare 
Committee this year when SB 9 and similar 
bills were on the agenda to highlight for all 
that we do not intend to participate in this 
sham and will seek other ways to move this 
legislation forward in the future. 

At a meeting of House Democratic leaders 
and Archbishop Joseph Kurtz and Bishop 
Ronald Gainer, the House leaders urged that 

the Conference continue to advocate for leg-
islation that would allow for face-to-face in-
formed consent and the Bishops assured 
them the Conference will do so. 

Senate Bill 6Senate Bill 6Senate Bill 6Senate Bill 6    
Senate Bill 6, sponsored by Senator John 

Schickel, drew opposition from the Confer-
ence even before its introduction. Discussion 
about the measure began in late 2010 when 
press reports indicated the Senate intended 
to take up this type of legislation. 

The bill was modeled after legislation en-
acted in Arizona that required local law en-
forcement personnel to take on the enforce-
ment responsibilities of the Immigration and 
Custom Enforcement department of the fed-
eral government. 

Senate Bill 6 would have created a new 
criminal trespassing provision in Kentucky 
law mandating that any person illegally in the 
U.S. could be imprisoned for setting foot in 
Kentucky. It also proposed that any person 
who “encourages” an undocumented person 
to remain in Kentucky could be charged with 
a class A misdemeanor, subject to fines and 
even imprisonment. 

The Conference strongly opposed this 
proposal and provided Speaker Greg 
Stumbo’s office with various documents and 
a thorough analysis of the bill to urge that the 
legislation not reach the floor for a vote. 

House leaders assigned the bill to the 
House Local Government Committee where 
the committee held several informational 
hearings. 

During these hearings witnesses ap-
peared who revealed that the bill would re-
quire spending millions of dollars to imple-
ment, jeopardize the safety of Kentucky’s 
citizens by forcing law enforcement personnel 
to focus on immigration enforcement rather 
than on serious criminal activity, and frighten 
faith-based volunteers responding to the Gos-
pel mandate to welcome the stranger with 
the threat of arrest and imprisonment. 

Senate Bill 6 never left the Committee. 
One final note: House Bill 182House Bill 182House Bill 182House Bill 182, a bill to 

cap payday lending rates at 36%, did not 
pass, but supporters made great strides. It 
received a hearing in the House Banking and 
Insurance Committee and received 10 votes 
of support, not enough to send it to the floor, 
but enough to know there is hope for next 
year’s session. 

The session ended at the beginning of 
Lent. Easter is not far off. Rejoice and be 
glad. 

Bringing the Catholic Voice to the Public Square 

Joseph E. Kurtz 
Archbishop of Louisville 

William F. Medley 
Bishop of Owensboro 

Rev. Patrick Delahanty 



to organize themselves, appoint committees, and adopt their 

rules. 
Ten events took place in 2009. The Winter 2009 issue of 

WITNESS reported the following: 
Each diocesan event took on a style of its own. In 

Covington and Owensboro, various individuals made 
presentations in addition to that of the Conference 
staff. In Louisville and Lexington, Conference staff 
were the primary presenters. In Covington, Bishop 
Roger Foys sent letters of invitation to legislators. In 
the other dioceses, staff of Catholic Charities agencies 
invited legislators and encouraged constituents to do 
so also. 

Planners scheduled the events at various times. 
Some began at mid-morning on Saturdays, others took 
place on weeknights. Refreshments fit the schedule 
and included Danish and donuts, crudités, box lunches 
and even a full course buffet dinner at one site. ... 

Attendance at the ten events more than doubled 
the number of those who have traveled to Frankfort in 
the past. Organizers reported a total of 342 persons 
present: 235, Louisville (four events); 191, Owensboro 
(three events); 81, Covington (one event); and 26, Lex-
ington (two events). 
Eight State Senators and 24 State Representatives at-

tended these ten sessions in 2009. 

Catholics @ the Capitol 2011Catholics @ the Capitol 2011Catholics @ the Capitol 2011Catholics @ the Capitol 2011    

 Planning for the 2011 Catholics @ the 
Capitol events began shortly after the 
close of the 2010 meeting of the General 
Assembly in April. 
 Again the four directors of the Catholic 
Charities agencies assumed responsibility 
for local organizing along with other mem-
bers of their staffs. 
 By mid-July CCK staff had designed five 
posters related to anticipated legislation to 
help attract attention to the upcoming ses-

sion and for use at the annual Fancy Farm picnic, a time for 
the kick-off of political activity in the State. 

At subsequent committee meetings, members agreed the 
posters should be mailed to each parish in the state for dis-
play when the General Assembly came back in session. Each 
diocese agreed to pay a share of the cost of printing and 
mailing. 

By August planners had decided to hold 17 events, begin-
ning November 6, 2010 and ending January 29, 2011. Even-
tually, due to weather, one event was cancelled and resched-
uled for February 5, 2011. 

The increase in the number of events, from 10 to 17, 
meant that the Conference would be able to extend its reach, 
especially in the mountain area of the Diocese of Lexington. 
The Conference is grateful to Polly Duncan Collum, Peace and 

Justice Coordinator for the Diocese of Lexington, for her ef-
forts to add six additional parishes as host for these events. 
In an area with fewer Catholics, it is vital 
for the Conference to be present to en-
courage parishioners to engage in the pub-
lic arena and carry the Church’s message 
to their elected representatives. 

The Conference is grateful to pastors 
and pastoral leaders in the following par-
ishes in the Lexington Diocese for hosting 
these events: Good Shepherd, Frankfort; 
Mary Queen of the Holy Rosary and St. 
Peter in Lexington; Jesus Our Savior, More-
head; Good Shepherd, Campton; St. Martha, Prestonsburg; 
Holy Family, Ashland; and St. William, London. 

In addition to host parish members, participants from 18 
other parish communities attended. Altogether 10 state legis-
lators and 268 Catholic citizens participated in these eight 
events. 

The Archdiocese of Louisville and the Diocese of Owens-
boro each organized four events. 

Working in the rural counties of the Archdiocese, Sr. Mary 
Schmuck, R.S.M., Bardstown Area Coordinator for  
Catholic Charities’ Catholic Identity and External Relations 
Department, gathered volunteers and pastors in two par-
ishes—Christ the Healer, Edmonton, St. John the Apostle, 
Brandenburg—and St. Catharine College, Springfield, to host 
events. 

Mark Bouchard, Catholic Charities’ Coordinator of Advo-
cacy, Education and National Programs, planned an event in 
Louisville that included a dinner presentation at a local hotel. 
Invited were members of all the Jefferson County legislative 
delegation and parishioners from Jefferson County and 
nearbv Bullitt and Oldham counties. 

Overall the Archdiocesan events drew 334 participants, 
but only eight legislators.  Weather forced the Louisville event 
to be postponed and rescheduled. This resulted in a lower 
attendance rate for parishioners and legislators. 

 Owensboro’s planning team headed up 
by Dick Murphy, Director, Office of Social 
Concerns, recruited speakers for each of 
the legislative topics and asked Fr. Pat-
rick Delahanty to set the context by 
speaking about the work of the Confer-
ence and the importance of the Church’s 
voice being raised in the public square. 
He also highlighted the seven primary 
themes of Catholic social doctrine. 
 Murphy, School Superintendent Jim 

Mattingly, Justice for Immigrants Coordinator Patti Gutierrez, 
Dr. Ed Prunty, Pat Solomon, and Brenda Thomson, co-director 
of Opportunities for Life, made presentations on various legis-
lative issues that could be discussed in the 2011 session. 

The diocese hosted events in three parishes—Sts Peter 
and Paul, Hopkinsville; Holy Spirit, Bowling Green; St. Pius X, 

Catholics @ the Capitol Successful 
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Changing Lives to Break the Cycle of Crime 
By Sr. Dorothy Schuette, O.S.B. 

 

K 
entucky incarcerates or has 

under supervision 1 in 35 

adults convicted of various 

crimes. This includes more 

than 20,000 serious felony offenders who 

are in state institutions and 39,000 who 

are on probation and parole. An additional 

13,000 persons convicted of lesser 

crimes are housed in county jails. 

Kentucky released 17,625 offenders from Kentucky’s 

prisons in FY 2010. Of these, on average, 40% are expected 

to return to prison within 3 years, based upon the history of 

recidivism in recent years. The Department of Corrections 

reports that the average cost to house an offender for a year 

is $21,712; the average annual cost to supervise someone 

on probation or parole is $981. 

Facts like these have been getting the attention of our 

legislators. 

In 2005 the United States Congress passed and funded 

the Second Chance Act and reauthorized it in 2007 and 

2008. Congress has authorized funding for Second Chance 

Act programs at $165 million. The programs authorized by 

the Second Chance Act “will help reduce recidivism and bet-

ter coordinate reentry services and policies at the federal, 

state and local levels to make the most of government invest-

ments. Allowable uses of funds include mentorship, housing, 

education and job training, engagement with community col-

leges, family programming, initiatives addressing victim priori-

ties and restorative justice, research to improve the effective-

ness of release and revocation decisions using risk assess-

ment tools, and reentry court programs.” (http://

www.usmayors.org/76thannualmeeting/documents/

mayorspacket.pdf) 

Kentucky is participating in Second Chance Act programs, 

especially for training correctional staffs to assist offenders to 

prepare for reentry upon release and is promoting post re-

lease reentry programs in the local communities. Kentucky ‘s 

Department of Corrections reentry mission is “to enhance 

public safety by increasing offender success, empowering 

staff, and creating a seamless reentry philosophy in partner-

ship with the Commonwealth. We will achieve this goal by 

working as a team, utilizing evidence based practices, and 

involving everyone, including offenders and the community, in 

this important endeavor.” (Inside Corrections, Dec. 2009) 

The faith community welcomes this new philosophy fo-

cused on helping persons return to their communities. It 

shifts the primary emphasis of our institutions from punish-

ment to rehabilitation. It also conforms to many of the points 

made by the U.S. Bishops in their 2000 pastoral statement, 

Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration; A Catholic 

Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice with its fundamen-

tal social teaching in the defense of human life and dignity 

and promotion of the common good. 

Following through at the state level, the Board of the 

Catholic Conference of Kentucky published a companion 

document in 2004 specifically for Kentucky and committed 

the Conference to provide leadership for implementation of 

the policies announced in the statement. 

In 2006 the Conference hosted a state-wide ecumenical 

gathering of persons interested in jail/prison ministry. This 

event led to regional planning meetings. 

Bishop Roger Foys of Covington accepted the plan devel-

oped by the local group and supported by the diocesan 

synod. This plan includes programming for those who are 

incarcerated, for their families and for those reentering soci-

ety. The plan also addresses the need for attention to the 

victims of crimes.  

Planners soon discovered that preparing for the moment 

when the incarcerated person is released for reentry was key 

to successful integration into the community. The important 

question to answer is what happens then to the person, the 

family, and possibly the victim? A person needs to be pre-

pared for that moment of reentry and have support in place 

for a time afterward. 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Covington applied for 

funding through the Second Chance Act for a mentoring pro-

gram. Last October the agency was awarded this mentoring 

grant. 

The agency is now in the process of recruiting and training 

ten mentors who will each mentor ten clients being released 

from Kentucky prisons and returning to the northern Ken-

tucky area. The mentor will be able to meet and stay in touch 

with the offender/client up to six months before the person is 

released to parole and for about six months afterwards. They 

will work together on meeting the needs of the client: hous-

ing, employment, addiction, family issues, etc. This mentoring 

relationship will help the client feel secure about reentry into 

the community, promote a better self image and adopt posi-

tive social skills. Opportunities for “Restorative Justice” with 

regard for the victims will be discerned. 

Above all, successful reentry will reduce crime and make 

our cities and communities safer for everyone. As Catholics 

and as citizens we are called upon to welcome the stranger 

and be examples for each other of how to be good neighbors. 

For more information on our Mentor Program, contact 

David Phillips, Mentor Coordinator at 859-581-8974, ext 

117. 

Sister Dorothy Schuette, O.S.B. is the Jail and Prison Ministry Coordinator for 
the Diocese of Covington. She also chairs the Social Concerns Committee of 
the Catholic Conference. 
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By Tim Weaver 

 

E 
ducation in America has been central to the Catho-

lic Faith, since the beginning of our country. In 1819 

Bishop Benedict Joseph Flaget created the first or-

ganized school in Kentucky. It was sponsored by the 

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. The school was named Bethle-

hem to signify the birth of the first branch house stemming 

from Nazareth, the Motherhouse of the Sisters. From this 

humble beginning Education eventually spread across the 

State of Kentucky. Located in Bardstown, that school still 

continues to serve secondary students in central Kentucky. 

Although the foundations of organized education in Amer-

ica began with Catholicism, we have witnessed a decline in 

the number of Catholic schools throughout the United States 

over the past forty years. Immediately, we in Catholic educa-

tion, point our fingers at the lack of religious sisters and 

brothers in teaching positions and the drastic changes in eco-

nomics. It is easy to cast blame on the changing demograph-

ics in our urban areas and currently in small towns. We hear 

daily on the news about so many of our better paying manu-

facturing jobs being sent to other countries in favor of 

cheaper labor and lower production costs. 

Blame is the easy way out, but what about our own infra-

structure. Have our Catholic schools adapted to this new 

“Global Economy?” Now that most of us get our news from 

our laptops, pay our bills online and check our Facebook ac-

counts more than once a day, it is of utmost importance that 

the delivery of instruction to our students reflect this ever 

evolving global community. In reviewing the history of Catho-

lic leadership in education, we clearly see that our new nation 

faced big challenges. One of the greatest challenges was how 

to prepare students to be productive citizens for our country’s 

future. The religious orders of the Catholic Church created 

parish schools consisting of different levels of classes with a 

strong emphasis on the “three R’S” within a faith-based envi-

ronment. Religious teachings of the Church were integrated 

within the curriculum with the anticipated outcome of devel-

oping well educated community leaders with a strong founda-

tion in the Catholic Faith. 

As Catholic educators, we must recognize the opportunity 

afforded us by huge changes currently happening in all local 

and state governments. The tax base that has funded every-

thing from interstate highways, police departments, state 

parks, and public schools is now diminishing at a rapid rate. 

Public schools are cutting programs, laying off staff and clos-

ing facilities at an alarming rate. The tax dollars are no longer 

available, which creates an enormous challenge in every 

community in our country, regardless of size. 

These challenges may become an opportunity for Catholic 

educators to review our current educational curriculum, and 

offer strong alternatives to what can and will be offered by 

public schools in the very near future. Can we adapt our suc-

cessful approach to education in Catholic schools over the 

last two hundred years, and become the innovative leaders 

for the future once again? I believe each Diocese in our coun-

try has to make that decision. In the Diocese of Lexington, it 

appears that decision has already been made. We now have 

three elementary schools in Lexington constructed within the 

last five years. Another new school just opened in Versailles 

in August, 2010. And we are currently in discussion to con-

struct one more new school in our Diocese very soon. 

Each of these new facilities has an abundance of technol-

ogy for both student and teacher use. All of the teachers 

within the diocese have received the most up-to-date tech-

niques on the delivery of instruction. We strive daily to meet 

the individual needs of each student in our schools. Our ap-

proach cannot be hesitant in requesting help from our par-

ishes when instructional materials are needed. But there is 

still much to do and many obstacles to overcome. Here is a 

list of some challenges facing us for which we do not have 

ready answers: 

• How can we integrate our student’s cell phones into 

our curriculum as a research tool? 

• How can we make IPADs available to all of our stu-

dents? 

• How can we begin to share instruction with classrooms 

in other countries? 

• How can we accommodate students with learning dif-

ferences in our schools without federal dollars? 

• How can we most effectively tell our story to those out-

side of the Catholic Faith? 

• How can we offer Chinese as an additional foreign lan-

guage in our schools?  

• When can we begin to partner with colleges and univer-

sities to build a PK-16 program within our existing 

Catholic schools? 

• How can we maintain our Catholic Identity as we evolve 

in this ever-changing world? 

Like any educational institution, we have challenges and 

opportunities presented to us daily. In the past, educators 

always discovered new ideas and developed innovative ways 

to improve student performance. This is what has made our 

country great. It certainly seems that Catholic education has 

an opportunity to take the leading role once again. To make 

the commitments that will obviously be required will require 

capital investments, strong leadership and support from both 

the religious and the laity, and a strong faith in God.  

Faith and Flexibility Key to the Future 

Tim Weaver is Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Lexington. He is 
also a member of the Education Committee of the Catholic Conference. 



By Rev. Ronald M. Ketteler 
 

T 
wenty years ago in 1991, Califor-
nia voters were confronted with 
Initiative 161, a California referen-
dum proposal to legalize physi-

cian-assisted suicide (PAS).  At the time of 
that controversial campaign, Dr. Leon R. 
Kass published a critique entitled "Why 
Doctors Must Not Kill." His Commonweal 
article built a case against PAS on ac-
count of its radical incompatibility with 
the moral obligations of the healing profession of medicine.  

Dr. Kass, a highly respected physician-social philosopher, 
constructed a cogent public argument defending the ethical 
limits of the practice of medicine demanded by reverence for 
"the dignity and mysterious power of human life itself."  

A core principle guiding the ethics of end-of-life decisions 
entailed the long-standing moral and legal distinction be-
tween allowing a patient to die and intentionally killing a pa-
tient. 

In short, when medical treatment is withdrawn in the pa-
tient’s judgment that either a grave burden or lack of benefit 
exists, dying is allowed to take its natural course. However, 
PAS assumes a different moral meaning, for the patient will 
die because of the intervention of a lethal act. In this in-
stance, aiming at death transforms the physician as healer 
into an agent of death.  

In this regard, Dr. Kass wrote: "The healer cannot annihi-
late if he is to truly heal. The physician-euthanizer is a deadly 
contradiction."  

California's Initiative 161 was defeated at the ballot booth 
in 1992. A year earlier in 1991, Proposition 119, a similar 
initiative in Washington State, had previously failed.  

Yet, the movement to legalize physician-assisted suicide 
continued (and continues) to gain momentum. Finally, in 
1994, the Oregon Death with Dignity Act passed; it legalized 
the first physician-assisted law in the U.S. More recently, vot-
ers in Washington approved the Washington Death with Dig-
nity Act in 2008. The Montana Supreme Court ruled that PAS 
is not in violation of public policy in December 2009. 

In 1996, the Ninth and the Second Federal Courts of Ap-
peals had invalidated laws against PAS in Washington and 
New York states.  

The appellate courts had contended that a patient’s right 
to be assisted in dying is a liberty or an equal protection of 
the law interest that is congruent with a patient's right to dis-
continue treatment. In other words, requesting suicide would 
be become legally equivalent to a patient’s right of informed 
consent to discontinue treatment. 

Thus, by a judicial act, the Second and Ninth Circuit 

Courts had erased an essential moral difference between 
"letting die" and "causing death," a distinction that preserved 
the soul of medicine for more than two millennia.  

Nonetheless, a year later, the United States Supreme 
Court reversed those lower federal court decisions in the 
1997 Washington v. Glucksberg and Vacco v. Quill decisions.  

In particular, in overruling Vacco v. Quill and upholding the 
New York statute, the Supreme Court stated: “Unlike the 
Court of Appeals, we think the distinction between assisting 
suicide and withdrawing life-sustaining treatment, a distinc-
tion widely recognized and endorsed in the medical profes-
sion and in our legal tradition, is both important and logical; it 
is certainly rational … “  

The Court further stated: “The distinction comports with 
fundamental legal principles of causation and intent. First, 
when a patient refuses life-sustaining medical treatment, he 
dies from an underlying fatal disease or pathology; but if a 
patient ingests lethal medication prescribed by a physician, 
he is killed by that medication ….” 

The Catholic moral tradition distinguishes between pro-
portionate (ordinary) means and disproportionate 
(extraordinary) means to preserve life. The concepts --- 
“proportionate” and “disproportionate” --- establish moral 
criteria for assessing treatments and procedures as morally 
obligatory or morally optional.  

The Catholic moral tradition has long acknowledged such 
legitimate decisions to not initiate or to discontinue medical 
treatments which are burdensome or non-beneficial. (See 
Directives 56 and 57 of the Ethical and Religious Directives 
for Catholic Health Care Services, 2009). The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church explains the received Church moral 
teaching: “Discontinuing medical procedures that are burden-
some, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportionate to the 
expected outcome can be legitimate; it is the refusal of ‘over-
zealous’ treatment. Here one does not will to cause death; 
one’s inability to impede it is merely accepted.” (CCC n. 
2278) 

From an ethical standpoint, it is one thing to assess a 
treatment as non-beneficial or burdensome. It is quite an-
other thing to assess a human life as useless or not worth 
living.  

In the time of earthly pilgrimage, there comes a moment 
in the life of the terminally ill when the community is obli-
gated only to care. Care for and company with the dying em-
body acts of continuing solidarity. On the other hand, assisted 
suicide is the rejection of solidarity, an act of defeat and of 
isolation. In actuality, it is an act of abandonment. 

From a Christian perspective, the God who is the Lord of 
life binds human persons together in covenant with him and 
with one another. The radical dependence experienced in 
dying is a reminder of the covenant obligation to live together 
in trust and with care for one another. 

A covenantal community is enjoined to witness a preferen-

A Distinction With a Difference 

Physician-Assisted Living vs. Physician-Assisted Suicide 

Rev. Ronald Ketteler, S.T.L. is Associate Professor and Chairperson of the 
Department of Theology at Thomas More College. A priest of the Diocese of 
Covington, he is a member of the Prolife and Healthcare Committees of the 
Catholic Conference. 

Rev. Ronald Ketteler 

Continued on page 7 
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By Sr. Juana Mendez 
 

I 
 was recently asked to give my opinion on the gaps that 
are present in the federal naturalization preparation 
program. As a current coordinator and instructor for the 
naturalization preparation program at Centro de Amistad 

of Cristo Rey Parish of Northern Kentucky, I did have a few 
ideas and passed them on in good fashion. 

However, this led me to think in a broader way about natu-
ralization in this country. The current void of media interest in 
immigration except for border enforcement emphasizes the 
almost universal apathy toward the value of legal immigration 
and subsequent naturalization. 

There are few stories about how life has changed for the 
better for permanent residents who have naturalized and 
then assisted their spouses and even parents to do the 
same. Does anyone know that, in most cases, their minor 
children who are living with them acquire citizenship the 
same day that their parent does? 

This step to become an American citizen opens many 
doors of opportunity including the chance to work for a gov-
ernment agency or to run for a federal office. Citizens also 
can travel freely and not be worried about the immigration 
consequences of frequent or long absences. 

So, what is the value to America in naturalizing hundreds 
of new citizens a year? Aren’t they just a burden to society, 

some ask? The answer is unequivocal: no! New citizens, as 
full members of our society, have no reason to expect less 
than their American coworkers to be chosen for a promotion 
or a raise or a new job. 

Also, the characteristics of courage, faith, and hope that 
propelled them here and motivated them to naturalize is of-
ten an inspiration to those of us born in this land. Like many 
who convert to Catholicism whose faith seems more alive and 
active than that of those “born Catholic,” new citizens strive 
to be great citizens. 

Immigrants often successfully start their own business 
and contribute to the general economy. Others join the ranks 
of professionals—lawyers, teachers, and doctors—who 
broaden the cultural and service spectrum with their bi-
lingual or tri-lingual skills. How wonderful it is to know chil-
dren who speak and understand two or more languages per-
fectly. 

There seems to be an absence of public information in the 
media encouraging legal permanent residents to naturalize.  
There is little information provided to help immigrants find 
naturalization preparation programs that are affordable. 

The actual filing process is very expensive because each 
form submitted has its own fee. Information is available on 
the U.S. government website but a large percentage of per-
manent residents do not have the sophisticated skills re-
quired to  seek out this information easily. 

Maybe through our parish and church networks we the 
people  can help and invite our immigrant brothers and sis-
ters to take the step to naturalize. In doing so we will make 
the American dream more of a reality for all of us. 

tial love for the poorest, weakest, and the most vulnerable in 
its midst. As Father Richard Gula, S.S., has pointed out, those 
who care for the terminally ill face a challenge to assure the 
dying that they are "not abandoned by the community or by 
God.”  

The moral axiom --- “Never abandon care” --- becomes the 
obligatory norm for the reverence of  human life and dignity.   

In his signature encyclical, Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel 
of Life, 1995) the late Holy Father, John Paul II, prophetically 
condemned the “false mercy” of euthanasia and assisted 
suicide: "... The height of arbitrariness and injustice is 
reached when certain people, such as physicians or legisla-
tors, arrogate to themselves the power to decide who ought 
to live and who ought to die. ... When man usurps this power, 
being enslaved by a foolish and selfish way of thinking, he 
inevitably uses it for injustice and death. Thus the life of the 
person who is weak is put into the hands of the one who is 
strong; in society the sense of justice is lost, and mutual 
trust, the basis of every authentic interpersonal relationship, 
is undermined at its root." (EV n.66) 

Patient autonomy is not absolute; the right to make an 

informed consent concerning treatment is not tantamount to 
a moral right to request "aid-in-dying." 

As a distinction with a difference, the moral difference 
between letting die and killing illumines a bright line in de-
fense of the right to life for the poorest, weakest, and most 
vulnerable among us.  

 

From the Kentucky Revised Statutes 
 

 

216.302 Causing a suicide 216.302 Causing a suicide 216.302 Causing a suicide 216.302 Causing a suicide -------- Assisting in a suicide.  Assisting in a suicide.  Assisting in a suicide.  Assisting in a suicide.  
 

(1) A person commits a Class C felony when the person 
knowingly by force or duress causes another person to 
commit or to attempt to commit suicide.  

(2) A person commits a Class D felony when the person, with 
the purpose of assisting another person to commit or to 
attempt to commit suicide, knowingly and intentionally 
either:  
(a) Provides the physical means by which another person 

commits or attempts to commit suicide; or  
(b) Participates in a physical act by which another person 

commits or attempts to commit suicide.  
    

Effective: Effective: Effective: Effective: July 15, 1994  
History: History: History: History: Created 1994 Ky. Acts ch. 269, sec. 2, effective July 
15, 1994.  

Living vs. Suicide 
Continued from page 6 
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Making the American Dream a Reality for All of Us 

Sr. Juana Mendez , S.C., is the pastoral administrator for Cristo Rey Parish in 
Covington. She is the coordinator for the naturalization preparation program 
at Centro de Amistad and serves on the Hispanic Committee of the Catholic 
Conference. 
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Owensboro—and a final event at Lourdes Hospital in Padu-
cah. Participants at these four events numbered 175, not 
including the 10 legislators who attended. In Bowling Green, 
both the mayor and the county judge participated. 

Because of its geography the diocese of Covington re-
peated its practice of hosting one event. Blessed Sacrament 
parish in Fort Mitchell served as the host parish. Seventy-six 
persons from several local parishes turned out, as did 4 legis-
lators. 

Between August 2010 and the first event in November 
t h e r e 
was a 
s t r o n g 
e f f o r t 
made on 
the part 
of the 
organiz-
ers to 
en c ou r -
a g e 
Catholics 
to see 
the value 

of taking part in this year’s Catholics @ the Capitol events. 
Bulletin announcements, the distribution of information fliers, 
appeals from the pulpit, the use of diocesan communication 
tools and media, and letters of invitation from our bishops to 
legislators throughout the Commonwealth. 

As a result 880 Faithful Citizens came together to learn 
about the Conference’s legislative agenda and how that 
agenda flows from the Church’s understanding of the teach-
ings of Jesus. These participants accepted an invitation to be 
a necessary voice in the public arena in Frankfort and help 
build up the Kingdom of God by being advocates for public 
policies that reflect Kingdom values. 

Each event included a discussion of 
legislation about the importance of pass-
ing bills related to face-to-face informed 
consent for a woman considering abor-
tion, capping payday loans at 36% inter-
est, and ending the death penalty for 
severely mentally ill persons. 

Anticipating that legislators might 
introduce enforcement only bills to fix 
our broken immigration system, Fr. Dela-
hanty and Gutierrez outlined the U.S. 
Bishops’ response to immigration, which includes protecting 
our borders, but also calls for comprehensive reform to ad-
dress the way the nation treats those already here and de-
vises a new, fair temporary worker program that meets the 
needs of U. S. employers and protects native born workers as 
well. Only the federal government can undertake this reform. 

Harry Borders, director of the Kentucky League for Educa-
tional Alternatives, spoke at these events about the continu-
ing need to secure funding for the safe transportation of non-
public school students to and from their schools. He also de-
scribed the need for business tax credit legislation that would 
generate funds to help public schools meet the needs of their 
students and provide scholarship money to help moderate 
and lower income parents who wanted to send their children 
to non-public schools. Because both of these issues are re-
lated to the budget, it will be 2012 before they can be ad-
dressed by the General Assembly. 

In each diocese the local bishop attended nearly every 
event. Archbishop Kurtz, Bishop Foys, Bishop Gainer and 
Bishop Medley demonstrated by their example the impor-
tance of being active in the public arena on issues that affect 
the life and human dignity of our most vulnerable citizens. 
Including these events in their busy schedules is an invitation 
and challenge for the more than 400,000 Catholics in the 
Commonwealth to do the same. 

Thanks to all who accepted that invitation and met that 
challenge. 

Catholics @ the Capitol Reaches Nearly 900 Persons 
Continued from page 3 

Faithful Citizens gather at Lourdes Hospital in Paducah for Catholics @ 
the Capitol event. 


