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This is the homily of The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of 
Lexington, during the Eucharistic liturgy celebrated on February 21, 
2006, at the annual Catholics @ The Capitol Gathering. 
 

T his wonderful gathering is a source of excitement and 
hope for us all. In the name of Archbishop Kelly and 
Bishops McRaith and Foys, I want to thank all of you 
participants who have gathered here at the capitol 

from all around the Commonwealth for these important days. 
Also on behalf of the other bishops, I want to thank the staff 
of the Catholic Conference of Kentucky and the associated 
offices of the Kentucky League for Educational Alternatives 
and Opportunities for Life for all the work they have done in 
preparation for this program. 

We are here because we are interested in public policy. 
We are here because we want to support legislation that pro-
motes Gospel values and the Church’s social teachings and 
we want to defeat legislation that does not. In this year’s long 
legislative session of the General Assembly there are bills 
regarding abortion, students’ safety, funding affordable hous-
ing, increasing the minimum wage, immigration, tax credits to 
help students—and these are just a few of our legislative pri-
orities. 

In recent years there have been two important trends that 
we need to note. First, there is the movement of more and 
more Catholic women and men to the center of political and 
social life in our country. Secondly, we have witnessed the 
progressive devolution of responsibility for more and more 
public policy from the federal level to the states. Few institu-
tions, if any, can match the organizational strength of the 
Catholic Church at the state level. The question is not does 
religion matter in the public square. It does, and that is why 
we are here. The real issues are how can we exercise an im-
portant influence on the formation of public policy and why 
we need to be that important influence regarding issues such 
as human life, education, economic justice, healthcare and 
criminal justice. 

The statement of the United States Bishops regarding 
faithful citizenship is worth recalling here: 

The challenge for our church is to be principled with-
out being ideological, to be political without being parti-
san, to be civil without being soft, to be involved without 
being used. Our moral framework does not easily fit the 
categories of left or right, Republican or Democrat. We 
are called to measure every party and movement by how 
its agenda touches human life and dignity. 

Those words are an eloquent articulation of why you and I 
are obliged to take up an active part in the making of public 

policy and an eloquent statement of how we are to do it. The 
point of reference for all of our legislative efforts is human life 
and human dignity as we understand those truths from God's 
Word and our Church’s teachings on social justice. 

The readings from today's Liturgy of the Word provide a 
wonderful lens through which we can look at our involvement 
in the public square. 

Our first reading is taken from the 58th chapter of the 
prophet, Isaiah. His message falls in perfect sync with the 
tradition of the Old Testament prophets. In the prophetic tra-
dition, there was no value in religious activities, pilgrimage, 
festivals and even sacrifices, if those who participated in 
them ignored the rest of their covenant obligations. Time and 
time again, prophets railed against the people of Israel for 
emphasizing their elaborate rituals and sacrifices while toler-
ating—even promoting—the neglect of the poor and the pow-
erless and the other demands of social justice to which they 
were obligated by their covenant with God. 

This temptation is not something limited to ancient times. 
There is even for us a perennial risk regarding our liturgical 
and devotional practices. For years as a priest I would warn 
others and myself regarding the danger that our worship and 
our prayer life can become perfunctory or mechanical. But 
there is another very important danger. There is a perennial 
risk that our liturgical and devotional practices can become  

Bringing Gospel Values to Public Policy 

“Be My Hands, Feet, Mind, Voice and Heart…” 

Sharon Daly, Senior Adviser on Public Policy, Catholic Charities USA, 
delivered the keynote address, Persistence and Persuasion: the 
Importunate Widow, at the annual Catholics @ The Capitol event. 
With her is Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, who celebrated the Eucharist 
for the 150 Catholics who came to Frankfort to bring Gospel values 
to public policy. Visit http://www.ccky.org to read Daly’s address. 

Continued on page 8 
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We welcome Michelle M. Herberger of Louisville as the new Opportu-

nities for Life (OFL) Program Director. Michelle began working at OFL Feb-
ruary 1, 2006. She replaces Catherine Bateson who led OFL during 2005 
and who has returned to her home in New Mexico. We miss Catherine and her leadership. We 
welcome Michelle with open arms. 

OFL is fortunate that Michelle has chosen to bring her commitment, enthusiasm and en-
ergy grounded in our Church’s teachings to this around-the-clock statewide assistance to 
women and their unborn children. She brings much education, a lifetime of experience, a large 
heart and infectious spirit to this special ministry of our Church. 

“I believe that God gifts every individual in a unique way and calls each person to use 
those gifts in service,” Michelle said. “I am especially passionate about helping individuals and 
families to discover and name the presence of the sacred within the ordinary events of daily 
living, including those happenings that reflect pain and loss. The statewide OFL ministry is an 
incredible effort that helps individuals discover God’s presence in troubling circumstances 
while offering them the support needed to respond to God’s call to respect all life as sacred. I 
am honored to have the opportunity to participate in this ministry.”  

Michelle earned a Masters in Theological Studies from Indiana’s St. Meinrad’s School of 
Theology in December 2004. Her thesis was “Fundamentals of Pastoral Care from a Family 
Perspective.” She has a 1997 B.A. from Spalding University, Louisville, Kentucky, where she 
received dual degrees in Religious Studies and Philosophy. She graduated Summa Cum 
Laude. 

Michelle teaches a course at Spalding University on Pastoral Care from a Family Perspec-
tive, and since 1994 has worked as a facilitator for the Archdiocese of Louisville Ministry Insti-
tute where she also teaches.  

From 1999 through July 2005 Michelle was Associate Director of the Catholic Family Cen-
ter. There she directed Marriage and Family Enrichment for the Archdiocese of Louisville. Dur-
ing that time, she helped rewrite the marriage policy for the Archdiocese of Louisville. She re-
constructed the process for marriage preparation to include the use of assessment tools and 
workshops. She also created a new training program for those participating in the process in a 
leadership capacity. The training includes the following topics: Sacramental Theology; Family 
of Origin and its Impact on Relationships; Facilitation Skills. 

She has worked for the Archdiocesan Vocation Office. As the Associate Director from 1995 
through 1999, she created programs for vocation awareness and discernment. 

Michelle was a director of religious education for children at St. Margaret Mary Parish from 
1992-1995. She has done work with RCIA and continues to do presentations at various RCIA 
groups throughout the archdiocese particularly in the area of sacraments. 

Additional ministry experiences of Michelle include workshops on communication and con-
flict resolution, retreat work including retreats for deacon candidates and their wives, parish 
staffs and various women’s groups, several years of experience in training individuals in the 
ministry of marriage preparation as well as divorce and bereavement support groups; and 
marriage enrichment presentations/workshops in parishes. 

Michelle is a member of NALM (National Association of Lay Ministers) and was a member 
of NACFLM (National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers) for six years. 

“Michelle Herberger is highly qualified to serve as Director of Opportunities for Life,” said 
Louisville’s Archbishop Thomas Kelly C. Kelly O.P., chair of the Board of Directors for OFL. “She 
is a deeply committed Christian with a lifelong passion for the sacredness of human life. I 
honor her as a colleague of many years, of high intelligence and great compassion. The Con-
ference looks forward to Michelle’s direction of this ministry, which is so close to the heart of 
the Church.” 

Please welcome Michelle and help her as she begins her leadership of OFL and its vital 
ministry. 

Ed 
Monahan 
Executive 
Director 
Catholic 
Conference 
of Kentucky 

“We Are All Really Responsible For All.” 
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Catholic Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty 

 KCADP has an easy way to talk about a difficult issue with your faith group. We will provide a DVD copy of 
“The Empty Chair,” which tells the stories of four families confronting loss, in addition to a speaker to discuss it 
afterward. 
 The 42-minute documentary reveals the instinct for revenge during trial as the debate for punishment by 
death climaxes in a search to forgive and heal. 

The film features Sue Norton who not only forgives the man who murdered her stepparents but also forges a friendship; 
Renny Cushing and his lobbying efforts for victims' rights and against the death penalty following his father’s shooting death; 
Suse & Peter Lowenstein and their struggle against terrorism after their son is bombed out of the sky over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
and Susan Gove Ramunda, who works tirelessly to keep the death penalty state law after her daughter is bludgeoned to death. 

Accompanying the video will be Maria Hines. Maria knows firsthand the crippling effects of murder. Her brother, Jerry 
Hines, a Virginia State trooper, was killed by Dennis Eaton after being pulled over on suspicion of drunk driving.  

Dennis was convicted and sentenced to death. As Maria struggled with the loss of her brother, she came to realize that 
another man was to be killed, another family made to suffer. She also realized that she strongly opposed the death penalty 
and tried, unsuccessfully, to obtain clemency for her brother’s killer. She has joined with other victims’ families and formed 
Kentucky Murder Victims for Reconciliation. 

In April, the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty announced the addition of Doug Stern to lead a 
new effort to organize opposition to the death penalty at the grassroots level. 

The Louisville native, who is also a marketing specialist, has been an abolitionist for years and has offered 
many forms of advice for hammering out our message. He will be traveling to key cities and towns to visit and 
meet with individuals and faith groups to develop organized opposition to the death penalty, especially in com-
munities whose Senators or State Representatives serve on their respective Judiciary Committees in the General Assembly. 

Doug will be approaching interested persons and religious leaders throughout Kentucky to discuss the issue and to pro-
mote legislative contacts. Legislators need to hear from their constituents by phone, letter, email and in person-to-person 
meetings. Whenever possible, Doug plans to meet with local news media to engage them in a fair representation of the issues 
accompanying the use of the death penalty. 

Doug is ready to visit parishes, schools, and other venues in your community to meet with those who want to learn more 
about the use of the death penalty in Kentucky. KCADP has developed a special two-hour Roundtable discussion guide which 
is led by a neutral party and used in settings where 12 to 15 persons gather to give serious thought to the policy of state-
sanctioned executions. Doug can help you organize one or more of these events in your community. 

 
To schedule your showing of The Empty Chair with Maria or to invite Doug to your community for some grassroots organiz-

ing, please contact Kaye Gallagher at the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, PO Box 3092, Louisville KY 40201. 
Or call her at  (502) 636-1330. Or e-mail her at kcadp@earthlink.net. 

For more information, both www.kcadp.org and www.ccky.org have resources about the death penalty in Kentucky. 

In March 2005, the U. S. Bishops launched a new campaign to end the use of the death penalty. Their website — www.usccb.org/
sdwp/national/deathpenalty/ — has a variety of materials available for parishes to help implement the campaign, including a campaign 
brochure and a new pastoral statement: A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death. 

The Catholic Conference of Kentucky is a member of the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty which works statewide with 
many other organizations and individuals. CCK hopes parishes and others will use the  resources described below and participate in the 
Catholic Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty. 

Bring the Death Penalty to Life in Your Parish 

Maria Hines 

 
Murder Victim Family Member Available to Discuss The Empty Chair 

 

Doug Stern 

New KCADP Staff Member to Coordinate Grassroots Organizing Effort 

National Weekend of Faith in Action on the Death Penalty 
October 20-22, 2006 

The National Weekend of Faith in Action (NWFA) is an opportunity for faith communities, interfaith groups, human rights activists, and 
others to examine the death penalty from a faith-based or values-based perspective. Set aside some time during the weekend of Oc-
tober 20-22 for an activity or event that focuses on the death penalty issue, using the ideas and resources provided by Amnesty Inter-
national USA as your guide. Each year this event attracts more faith communities. It is also an opportunity to work with other Christian 
and non-Christian communities on a human life issue. Visit http://www.amnestyusa.org/faithinaction/ for more information. 
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The 2006 General Assembly adjourned on April 13 until January 2, 2007. The Winter 2005 issue of WITNESS reported that 
the Catholic Conference of Kentucky uses the four Moral Priorities for Public Life found in Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call 
to Political Responsibility as a guide for determining whether or not to support, oppose, or remain neutral on legislation. These 
are the four principles: Protecting Human Life; Promoting Family Life; Pursuing Social Justice; and Practicing Global Solidarity. 
Other factors that effect work on legislation includes, but is not limited to, available staff, an assessment of whether or not a 
bill is going to get heard in committee or not, and whether or not other advocates’ efforts will be effective and not require our 
intense involvement. This is an organic, rather than a static, process and unfolds as the days of the session go by. 

Kentucky’s Catholics who had joined the Faithful Citizen Advocate list received many alerts re-
questing action on important legislation and they responded often. Since January, Faithful Citizen 
Advocates e-mailed 4,490 messages to legislators (this includes some federal legislation); these 
messages came from our 896 subscribers and an additional 1,698 non-subscribers who joined in to 
help on individual bills. We are unable to measure the number of phone calls made, but we know 
from legislators and their staff that thousands of phone messages were also received. 

In February, the annual Catholics @ the Capitol event drew 150 parishioners from across Ken-
tucky to Frankfort for two days. After studying proposed legislation, they lobbied their State senators 
and representatives on bills to: create a dedicated funding source for the affordable housing trust 
fund, foster safe schools by passing an anti-bullying law, require that informed consent take place in 
a face-to-face setting for women considering abortion, provide for an increase in the minimum wage, oppose severe employer 
sanctions on those who hired undocumented persons, and establish the Education Improvement Tax Credit act for businesses 
that want to help students attending public or private K –12 schools. 

Here is a summary highlighting what happened during this year’s session.  

Become a 
Faithful Citizen 
Advocate 
by visiting 
www.ccky.org 
and clicking on 
the Faithful 
Citizen Link. 

Legislative Results Mixed; Advocacy Strength Grows 

Legislators introduced several bills related to stem cell research and cloning. None of these advanced beyond being as-
signed to a committee. 

Two bills, SB 125 and HB 585, required that a woman considering an abortion receive a face-to-face meeting with a medi-
cal provider and be given full information about the procedure. Both bills passed their respective chamber and were sent to 
the opposite house. Valuable time passed while no action was taken on either bill. Finally, the Senate took up HB 585, 
changed it completely by adding the provisions of SB 125, and sent it back to the House where it languished and died. 

A bill to abolish the death penalty, HB 368, received no committee hearing. However, HB 747, a bill to require that all crimi-
nal homicide interrogations be recorded and, thus, lower the risk of convicting an innocent person facing a death sentence, 
cleared the committee, but did not receive a vote on the House floor. House Judiciary Committee chairman, Representative 
Gross Lindsay, announced that this matter will be considered in committee before the beginning of next year’s session. 

After protests from the Catholic Conference, proponents of HB 3, related to sexual offenders, dropped two sections of the 
bill that would have expanded the use of the death penalty in Kentucky. 

Bills intended to make it easier for people to file advance directives giving guidance to their health care surrogates did not 
fare well and none of them received a vote on the floor of the House or Senate. But, a bill setting up a registry for organ  and 
tissue donations did become law. 

Legislation promoting emergency contraception did not make it out of the House Health and Welfare Committee. 

Human life is a gift from God, sacred and inviolable. Because every person is created in the image and like-
ness of God, we have a duty to defend human life from conception until natural death and in every condi-
tion. Abortion and euthanasia have become preeminent threats to human life and dignity because they 
directly attack life itself, the most fundamental good and the condition for all others. 

Protecting 
Human 

Life 

 

Legislators filed many bills about immigration issues: local police powers to arrest undocumented persons (HB 115); se-
vere state-imposed employer sanctions (HB 150), human trafficking (SB 11), and others. CCK strongly supported SB 11, a bill 
meant to protect humans from modern day slavery. It failed to pass in the final hours, but we have found additional supporters 
and this issue will be back. 

The Conference opposed enforcement only bills, and, instead, supported HCR 190 to create a task force to study the im-
pact of immigration on Kentucky. It cleared the House, but died in a Senate that says it does not like to approve task forces. 

As a wealthy and powerful nation, the U. S. has the capacity and the responsibility to address the scandal of 
poverty and underdevelopment.  The U.S. should adopt a more generous immigration and refugee policy, 
extend to immigrants the full protection of U.S. law, and offer a generous legislation program to undocu-
mented immigrants. 

Practicing 
Global 

Solidarity 
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God established the family as the basic cell of human society. Therefore, we must strive to make the 
needs and concerns of families a central national priority. Marriage must be protected as a lifelong com-
mitment between a man and a woman and our laws should reflect this principle. Marriage, as God in-
tended, provides the basic foundation for family life and the common good. It must be supported in the 
face of the many pressures working to undermine it. Policies related to the definition of marriage, taxes, 
the workplace, divorce, and welfare must be designed to help families stay together and to reward respon-
sibility and sacrifice for children. Because financial and economic factors have such an impact on the well-
being and stability of families, it is important that just wages be paid to those who work to support their 
families and that generous efforts be made to aid poor families. 

Two major education bills—HB 270 and HB 630—gained strong support, but did not become laws. House Bill 270 dealt 
with school safety by seeking to curb the bullying, harassment and intimidation that continually takes place in schools 
throughout Kentucky. Even though every professional education association, human and civil rights organizations, and faith 
communities across the Commonwealth endorsed it, even though constituents sent hundreds of messages of support for HB 
270, and even though it sailed out of the House unanimously, Senate leaders refused to let the chair of the Senate Education 
hold a hearing, though we had secured promises of enough votes in committee and on the floor of the Senate for passage. 
We know who to hold responsible for the next Heath High School incident or bullying-related suicide. 

House Bill 630 would have established the means by which corporations would receive tax credits for certain donations 
designed either to provide additional resources for public schools or to provide scholarships to private school students. The 
amount of the credit was capped as it is in the Pennsylvania model from which this bill derived. For various reasons, it was 
filed later than we hoped and that left less time to explain it to concerned legislators. The good news is that it received a hear-
ing in the House Appropriations and Revenue Committee and this helped us know what questions and concerns legislators 
have. This was the first time for its introduction. It will be back next year with even more support from business and parents. 

 

Promoting 
Family 

Life 

There was good news when it became clear that the expanded gambling proposals, of which there were many, did not have 
strong support among the majority of Senators and Representatives. This meant our efforts could be focused on other social 
justice issues. 

One of the most successful efforts in the area of social justice was passage of legislation to provide a dedicated stream of 
funding for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. This fund provides the money to help low-income persons have access to af-
fordable housing. 

Until now legislation had to be enacted each session to keep the money flowing. Now $2.00 from a $4.00 increase in fees 
which county clerks collect for recording documents will go to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund to help some of Kentucky's 
neediest citizens. 

This debate raged until the final days and it was intense citizen and faith group advocacy on behalf of the poor that 
clinched its passage. 

There was also some success in the labor field when a right-to-work bill and another to repeal parts of the current prevailing 
wage law failed. Sadly, so did the effort to increase the minimum wage. We testified in support of HB 368 which, if passed, 
would raise the minimum wage, but still provide only an income below the poverty level. 

Working in coalition with several organizations, we attempted to get a constitutional amendment before Kentucky’s voters 
that would change the Constitution so that ex-offenders who have fulfilled all the requirements imposed on them by a court 
would automatically restore their right to vote. Though supported strongly and well-received by House members, it did not 
move in committee because House leadership, for political reasons, decided not to allow any proposed legislation for constitu-
tional amendments to advance. This bill will be back. 

An excellent bill, SB 245, was sent to the House. This bill provided for treatment of persons violating the law who were 
chemically addicted to drugs or alcohol. The House used this bill in the waning hours to amend as a tax bill and sent it back to 
the Senate which refused to pass it, since it no longer dealt with rehabilitation of offenders. 

Because the use of tobacco products by many Kentuckians leads to increased health care costs and results in unnecessary 
suffering on the part of users, the Catholic Conference regards tobacco cessation programs as essential when attempting to 
improve the health of Kentucky’s citizens. Two bills and language in the budget adopted by the General Assembly help in this 
effort. House Bill 92 prohibits family members from giving tobacco products to youth who are in the custody of the state. 
House Bill 55 requires state government to establish an indoor smoking policy and that policy could include a provision to pro-
hibit smoking indoors. Language in the state budget provides an additional $2.2 million in each year of the biennium to sup-
port the Kentucky Department for Public Health’s Tobacco Prevention and Control program. The Conference had hoped for an 
additional cigarette tax increase, but that must wait for another day. 

Our faith reflects God’s special concern for the poor and vulnerable and calls us to make their needs our 
first priority in public life. 

Pursuing 
Social 
Justice 
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In a June 1, 2005 Los Angeles Times Op-Ed entitled, “A 
Nation That Should Know Better,” Cardinal Roger Mahony, 
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
stated, “Our country stands at a critical point in its history. Our 
heritage as a nation of immigrants is at stake. We should not 
attack undocumented workers for our broader problems at 
the same time we accept their talent, toil and taxes. We 
should not blockade our border at 
the same time that we depend upon 
the labor of the immigrant nanny, 
janitor, busboy and agricultural 
worker. As we have in the past, we 
should embrace our immigrant roots 
and recognize that newcomers to our 
land are not part of the problem, they 
are part of the solution.” 

In June 2004, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops re-
solved to make comprehensive immi-
gration reform, with special empha-
sis on legalization, a major public 
policy priority within the Church. The 
Bishops' Justice for Immigrants: A 
Journey of Hope Campaign is de-
signed to unite and mobilize a grow-
ing network of Catholic institutions, 
individuals, and other persons of 
good faith in support of a broad le-
galization program and comprehen-
sive immigration reform. Its goal will 
be to maximize the Church's influence on this issue, consis-
tent with the immigration reform principles enunciated in the 
bishops' pastoral letter. 

The Campaign's primary objectives are to: 
• educate the public, especially the Catholic community, 

including Catholic public officials, about Church teach-
ing on migration and immigrants; 

• create political will for positive immigration reform; 
• enact legislative and administrative reforms based on 

the principles articulated by the bishops; and 
• organize Catholic networks to assist qualified immi-

grants obtain the benefits of the reforms. 
In January 2003, the U.S. and Mexican Catholic bishops 

issued a joint pastoral letter entitled Strangers No Longer: 
Together on the Journey of Hope. The bishops called for a 
"globalization of solidarity" and an overhaul of the U.S. immi-
gration system. In the pastoral letter, the U.S. and Mexican 
bishops outlined several criteria for the reform of the U.S. im-

migration system, including the following: 
• A broad based legalization (permanent residency) of the 

undocumented of all nationalities; 
• Reform of our family-based immigration system to allow 

family members to reunite with loved ones in the United 
States; 

• Reform of the employment-based immigration system to 
provide legal pathways for migrants 
to come and work in a safe, humane, 
and orderly manner; 
• Abandonment of the border 
"blockade" enforcement strategy, 
and 
• Restoration of due process protec-
tions for immigrants. 
Additionally, the bishops recognize 
that the conditions that compel peo-
ple to leave their homes out of des-
peration and lack of opportunities to 
provide for themselves and their 
families, must be addressed if an 
effective and comprehensive re-
sponse to migration is to be 
achieved. Therefore, the Catholic 
Campaign for Immigration Reform 
will work closely with the Catholic 
Campaign Against Global Poverty, 
initiated by the USCCB Office of Inter-
national Justice and Peace and 

Catholic Relief Services. That Cam-
paign aims to reduce poverty through trade, aid and debt re-
forms. The Immigration Reform and Global Poverty campaigns 
are integrally related in that one addresses the rights and 
needs of migrants in the U.S., while the other addresses the 
rights and needs of persons living in their native countries. 

Six months after the Campaign was launched, the U.S. 
House of Representatives, in December 2005, passed legisla-
tion very harmful to immigrants and to those who serve immi-
grants. Among many other things, H.R. 4437 criminalizes un-
documented presence in the United States, and aid to those 
who are undocumented. This criminalization of aid extends 
even to priests and lay volunteers who help to feed and clothe 
undocumented immigrant families and children in need. 

In February 2006 members of the CCK Hispanic Commit-
tee and CCK Associate Director Fr. Pat Delahanty visited with 
the Kentucky staff of Senators McConnell and Bunning about 
the current legislation in Congress, emphasizing the Cam-
paign’s public policy objectives. 

This is the first in a series of articles by the CCK Hispanic Committee on 
the Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform which aims to reach beyond 
the networks of the participating national agencies, and to enlist the support 
of Catholic individuals and institutions in dioceses throughout the country. 

Visit www.justiceforimmigrants.org for more information. Le invitamos a 
visitar nuestra página con regularidad, debido a que se estará actualizando 
constantemente con materiales, noticias relevantes y otra información que 
esperamos sea de su utilidad. 

Continued on page 7 

Five hundred demonstrators marched on April 4 outside the Gene 
Snyder Federal Courthouse in Louisville to support comprehen-
sive immigration reform that provides a path to legalization. 
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These meetings in Kentucky were followed by a March 9, 
2006, letter to Senators McConnell and Bunning from the 
four Catholic Bishops of Kentucky expressing their “deep con-
cern for those who will be affected by proposed changes in 
our immigration laws being debated now in Congress. Many 
of those affected currently live in Kentucky and are served by 
Catholic social service agencies and in parishes throughout 
the state.” 

In their letter to the Senators, the four Kentucky Bishops 
recognized that our immigration system is in serious need of 
repair and that this has created a climate fostering an unwel-
come response to immigrants. 

The Bishops’ indicated to the Senators that their interest 
in the welfare of immigrants “is rooted in Scripture, where, in 
the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus calls upon us to ‘welcome the 
stranger,’ for ‘what you do to the least of my brethren, you do 
unto me’ (Mt: 25-35, 40).”“We know that each of us will be 
judged by how we treat the poor, the vulnerable, and the 

stranger. Jesus, Himself, was a refugee,” said Archbishop  
Thomas C. Kelly O.P., Chair of the Catholic Conference of 
Kentucky Board of Directors, said, “We see Him in the face of 
migrants. As we decide this vital public policy for our country, 
let our discourse be civil and our solution reflect that each 
person is made in the image and likeness of God.” 

As a matter of justice, the four Kentucky Bishops asked 
Senators McConnell and Bunning to work to have the legisla-
tion currently being debated in the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee include provisions that accomplish the following: 

1) a broad-based legalization of the undocumented; 
2) a temporary worker program with appropriate protec-

tions for both U.S. and foreign workers; 
3) changes to the family-based immigration system to 

reduce waiting times for family reunification; and 
4) restoration of due process for immigrants. 
The four Kentucky Bishops further called upon Congress 

to address the root causes of migration, such as the poverty 
so prevalent in the countries which send immigrants here. 

Continued from page 6 

Bishops Say, “Jesus Calls Upon Us to ‘Welcome the Stranger.’” 

Hold This Date: 
September 30, 2006 
 
On Saturday September 30, 2006, the Catholic 
Conference of Kentucky, in conjunction with The 

Kentucky Council of Churches, will conduct a Statewide Prison and 
Jail Ministry Gathering at The Catholic Center on Leestown Road, 
Lexington, KY. 
 Each parish is asked to send representatives who are involved in 
jail and prison ministry or those that want to explore becoming in-

volved. The objective of the gathering is to support and increase 
ministry to the incarcerated. Spiritual healing and renewal for those 
who commit crime will be encouraged. Genuine religious participa-
tion and formation is a road to renewal and rehabilitation for those 
who have committed crimes. This includes contact with trained par-
ish volunteers who help nourish the faith life of inmates and ex-
offenders. Current prison ministries will be identified in the 4 Catho-
lic dioceses and by other denominations. Those doing prison minis-
try will communicate the importance of the ministry, provide support 
to those doing this ministry, and invite the involvement of interested 
persons who want to explore beginning prison ministry. More infor-
mation will be available in the coming months. 

Archbishop Thomas C. Kelly, O.P. speaks at February 1, 

2006 Rally for Life in the Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort 

asking for respect for life from conception to natural 

death and calling for each of us to be filled with the spirit 

of life. 

Catholic Leaders Have Impact in Frankfort; 

Witness for Human Life and Human Dignity At the Kentucky Women Remembered ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda on March 2, 2006, Sr. Michael Leo, a member of the Sis-ters of Charity of Nazareth, was honored with a water-color portrait that will be-come part of the permanent Kentucky Women Remem-bered exhibit located in the Capitol’s West Wing. She worked at the Catholic Conference of Kentucky, headed up St Joseph’s Hos-pital in Lexington, and was a 
key leader in health care reform in KY.  Jane Chiles, former Executive Director of the 
Conference, nominated her for the honor. In his remarks during the ceremony, Bishop Gainer said that, as a leader in health-
care during her 32-year career at St. Joseph Hospital, and with her work in the Diocese 
of Lexington's Mission Office, Sr. Michael Leo Mullaney continued the Sisters of Charity 
of Nazareth's historic tradition of service in education, social service, and healthcare. 

The bishop said that it was "a great privilege and I am truly honored" to have the 
opportunity to celebrate the lives of "three outstanding women of Kentucky." He contin-
ued, saying that what made Sr. Michael Leo's contribution unique is that it is "service in 
conscious response to the call of God." 
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seductive. I think that is what happened to ancient Israel and 
I know it can happen to us. 

Our rituals offer psychological, emotional and social satis-
faction. They can be soothing and comforting. The danger is 
they can become disconnected from individual and commu-
nal righteousness. It is not for nothing that every Eucharistic 
liturgy ends with our being dismissed from the table of God's 
Word and the table of the Eucharist.  

Having been nourished by these undeserved gifts we are 
always sent forth to be servants of Christ and His Gospel in 
the world. We are told, "Get out of here" and be my hands, 
feet, mind, voice and heart in the world. It is also significant 
that whenever possible it is the voice of the deacon that dis-
misses us from the Eucharistic liturgy. He is the minister who 
by sacred ordination is conformed to the person of Christ the 
Servant as a minister of the Word, altar and charity. How ap-
propriate, then, that the deacon's voice is the one that sends 
us forth to serve all of those who are in need. 

True worship requires correcting injustice and providing 
for the needy. The failure to do this is exactly why God re-
buked Israel through his prophet Isaiah. Isaiah told his con-
temporaries, "If you wish your liturgy and prayers to be heard 
by God, then you must hear the cry of the poor.” Israel was 
told that they would be raised up only to the extent that they 
raised up the least among them: the widow, the orphan, the 
alien, the powerless - all of whom can so easily be invisible to 
our eyes. Only when Israel embraced and responded to God's 
call to self-sacrificing social justice—only then would God hear 
them, heed them, notice them, protect and restore them. 

This is the Judeo-Christian foundation for activism in the 
public square—for promoting the common good in its truest 
and fullest meaning, that is, the sum total of those conditions 
necessary—economic, political, material, cultural, spiritual— 
for all people to realize their full human dignity and reach 
their full human potential. 

Our Lord in the 5th Chapter of Matthew's Gospel builds on 

that prophetic tradition. The passage we heard is taken from 
our Lord's Sermon on the Mount where Jesus speaks with 
shocking authority and concentrated focus on the way his 
disciples are to relate to others, especially those who dis-
agree with them or who are their enemies. 

In that Gospel proclamation, we heard the word “love” 
used several times. The New Testament word used here is 
AGAPE. This love is not a warm, tender affection. It is not a 
feeling of the heart. There were other Greek words to express 
those human sentiments. Matthew used the word AGAPE to 
translate Jesus' words in the Sermon. My favorite rendering 
into English of that Greek word AGAPE is unconquerable be-
nevolence, invincible goodwill. This kind of love is not a mat-
ter of the heart but of the mind and will. This kind of love is 
only possible in Jesus Christ who can conquer our natural 
tendencies to anger, small mindedness, bitterness and self-
centeredness. In the gospel Jesus tells us to pray for our ene-
mies and persecutors on the understanding that we could 
never hate someone in the presence of God. Through prayer 
we bring ourselves consciously into God's presence and it 
ought to be impossible for us to hate another human being 
while we are consciously in God's presence. Just as I have, I 
am sure that you have always found this passage to be chal-
lenging. It places great demands on our usual way of being. 
And yet, this is a teaching so central to our call to discipleship 
that each of us must say over and over again: This means 
me. 

As we gather for Catholics at the Capitol, we indeed face 
great challenges. But we have hope. Both of our readings 
from the Word of God are equally challenging and yet on all 
fronts there is hope. There is always hope. The passage from 
Isaiah after rebuking and challenging its hearers ends by 
promising that God will bring strength and renewal and peace 
to His people. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offers us 
the hope that through Him we have the capacity through our 
sharing in His own Life to be perfected even as our Heavenly 
Father is perfect. There is hope. There is always hope. We 
gather here at the Capitol, we gather here at the Eucharist to 
allow  God to direct us, to encourage us and to fill us with that 
hope which is beyond all understanding. 

“Be My Hands, Feet, Mind, 
 Voice and Heart in the world” 
Continued from page 1 

Plan Ahead: Catholics @ the Capitol 
 February 13/14, 2007 
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