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 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 16, 2023 

Weekly Meditation 
 

. . . the one who hears the word of the kingdom.  
(Matthew 13:19) 

 

   What was “the word of the kingdom” that Jesus refers to in today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 13:19)? Simply this: “The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (4:17). It’s the “word” that Jesus proclaimed when he launched his public ministry. He had come to usher in 
God’s kingdom, and he wanted his disciples—and all of us—to help it expand and grow and bear fruit. So let’s look at this familiar 
parable of the sower and the seed from the perspective of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom. 
   Jesus doesn’t want us to be the seed that falls on the path—the people who never really understand the scope of God’s call to them. 
Our faith isn’t just a matter of following a set of rules. Jesus invites us to something greater: cooperating with him in making his king-
dom a reality wherever we live and work. And if we think we aren’t worthy or talented enough, he wants us to recognize that those 
thoughts are from the evil one! 
   Jesus also warns us not to become the seed that falls on rocky soil—those who feel overwhelmed by the hardships and sacrifices in-
volved when we say yes to God’s call. He knows that we can persevere only when we are rooted in him and focus not just on the diffi-
culties but also the blessings of following him. 
   Finally, taking up Jesus’ call to bear fruit for his kingdom means making it the most important priority in our lives. He doesn’t want 
us to be like the seed among thorns and let other concerns distract us from his own concerns. 
   Today at Mass, ask yourself, How is Jesus calling me to bear fruit for his kingdom? How will I respond? Remember, you’re not on 
your own! Jesus is with you always, giving you the grace day by day to help you make his heavenly kingdom a reality, right where you 
are! 

 

“Jesus, help me to understand how I can bear fruit for you.” 
 

The Word Among Us - July 2023 Edition 

SYNOD UPDATE 
 

The Synod Evangelization Team 
(SET) has been preparing for the 
first initiative directed by Arch-
bishop Hebda. The Archbishop 
feels the church would benefit by 
having small groups within the 
parish that address a particular 
need. The SET will be actively looking for leaders for several 
new groups that will be formed within our parish by Lent of 
2024. If you are approached by a SET member, please prayer-
fully consider their invitation. We welcome new ideas for 
small groups so if you have a new group that you would be 
interested in leading, please contact a SET member (names 
and contact information can be found on the parish website 
and bulletin board in the gathering space) or call the office at 
320-274-8828. We want and need you to part of the process 
and of Archbishop Hebda’s dream to have all parishioners be 
part of a small group and get to know Jesus and each other 
better! Exciting times ahead for St. Ignatius! 
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Saturday, July 22nd @ 5:00 pm 
 

Celebrant: Fr. John Meyer  
Altar Servers: Maddison & Presley Dwenger  
Eucharistic Ministers: Greg & Audrey Roth  
Greeter: Linda Zimmermann 
Lector: Angela Meuwissen  
Sacristan: Connie Nelson  
Ushers: Cliff Zimmermann, Mike Zuehlke, Al 
Jude & Loren Frappier  
 

Sunday, July 23rd @ 8:30 am 
 

Celebrant: Fr. John Meyer  
Altar Servers: William & Luke Millner  
Eucharistic Ministers: Gail Zachman & Larry 
May 
Greeter: Mary Jo Logeais  
Lector: Claire Millner  
Live Stream: Pat Athman 
Sacristan: Daine Fournier 
Ushers: Ric Fournier, Jerry Elsenpeter, Steve 
Logeais, & Dan Oliver  
 

Sunday, July 23rd @ 10:30 am 
 

Celebrant: Fr. John Meyer  
Alter Servers: Wyatt & Wesson Reich 
Eucharistic Ministers: Roger & Karen Millner  
Greeter: Heather Ergen  
Lector: Jessica Chapman  
Sacristan: Jerry Polaschek  
Ushers: David Spike, Craig Arends, Jack Purcell 
& Josh Paumen 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

The Wednesday morning women's 
Bible Study will resume on September 
13th at 9:00 am with a social time fol-
lowing 8:00 Mass.  We are studying 
"Mary: A Biblical Walk with the 
Blessed Mother" with Edward Sri. It is 
an extraordinary pilgrimage that reveals 
Mary’s unique role in God’s kingdom and in our lives. Filmed on location in 
the Holy Land, this study will place you in the midst of the powerful drama 
of her earthly life, taking you through her joys and her sorrows. You will learn 
how she works in our lives today, drawing us ever closer to her divine Son. 
Seeing Mary in this way will change you forever. Mary will become a part of 
your daily life, and in your daily life, you will become more like Christ. One 
week we watch a DVD and the following week we have a workbook study. 
The cost is $26.95, and the anticipated completion date is late December. If 
you would like to join us, call or text Dianne OKeefe at 612-703-1329, or 
call the parish office. Please register by July 24th.  

CCW Corner 
 

You are an automatic winner! Every woman belonging to the St. Ignatius 
Parish is a member of the Council of Catholic Women (CCW). 
So many homes are now only using cell service and some have changed their 
internet server/email. Both the CCW and the parish are requesting your up-
dated contact information. How can this be done? It’s easy and you have 
choices: 
1. Call the parish office 320 -274-8828 
2. Visit the St. Ignatius Parish website at stingnatiusmn.com. At the top left 
go to “Register/Changes” to fill out your updated information, then click 
send! This information is delivered to the office to make the necessary 
changes.  
3. Fill out a form in the gathering space and return the form to the box pro-
vided. 

Wednesday, July 26: Youth Event– Cathedral 
 Tour and Twins Game 
Thursday, July 27: Eucharistic Adoration  
 8:30 am– 7:00 pm 
Sunday, July 30: Donut Sunday following 8:30 am 
 and 10:30 am Masses  
Wednesday, August 2: Youth Event– Valleyfair 
Sunday, August 13: Parish Picnic, Clearwater 
 Pleasant Regional Park 12pm-4pm  

St. Francis Xavier Fall Peach Sale 
 

The Knights of Columbus #6608 and the St. Fran-
cis Xavier CCW are having a Fall Peach Sale. The 
tree ripened peaches are grown by Colorful Sunburst 
Fruit in Washington, and are sold by the 22# case 
which is approximately 32 to 44 peaches for 

$44.00. They will be arriving in late July or early August, based on their 
growing season. We will contact you when we know the week of the ship-
ment and when our pickup dates & times will be. Orders must be picked up 
on one of the two designated pickup dates at the St. Francis Xavier Education 
Center at 219 19 th Street NW, Buffalo, MN. To place an order please visit 
www.stfxb.org and click on the “Peach Orders” at the top of the page. The 
deadline to order is Mon, July 17th. If you have any question please call ei-
ther: Wayne Shamla at 612-889-5370 or Lois Pahl at 612-532-8516. 

Central Minnesota Koinonia 
 

We are all called to be fishers of men. Are you using the right bait? Central 
Minnesota Koinonia is a weekend Catholic retreat program sponsored by the 
St Cloud Diocese and is designed for adults to help you on your faith jour-
ney. Retreats are held at the TEC Center north of Little Falls, MN. The next 
English weekend will be held September 22-24, 2023, cost of the weekend is 
$70.00.  Go to www.centralmnkoinonia.org for more information and to 
register for retreats.  

Trending on Formed: 
St. Mary Magdalene 
(Feast Day, July 22nd)  
Taylor Kemp sits down 

with Dr. Ben Akers and for a discussion on the life 
and witness of St. Mary Magdalene. They dive into 
who she was, why she is a saint, and explore her 
heroic life. Call the Parish Office for information 
on how to access Formed!  

http://www.centralmnkoinonia.org/
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Parish Support 
Projected weekly giving ................................... $5,890.00 
492 parish families 
 

July 1/2 
Envelopes ............................................................ $5,128.50 
Plate ...................................................................... $1,096.50 
Auto Deposits .................................................... $1,140.00 
Total ................................................................. $7,365.00 
 
July 8/9 
Envelopes ............................................................ $4,846.00 
Plate .......................................................................... $795.00 
Auto Deposits .................................................... $2,735.00 
Total ................................................................. $8,376.00 

Saturday, July 15th  
   5:00 pm  † Gordon Diethert 
Sunday, July 16th  
    8:30 am  † James, Beatrice & Jerry Bruns  
    10:30 am  Parishioners   
Monday, July 17th 
   6:00 pm  † Deceased Members of the Bronder 
       Family  
Tuesday, July 18th 
    8:00 am  † William P. and Jeanne Roth  
Wednesday, July 19th 
   8:00 am  Parishioners  
Thursday, July 20th 
   8:00 am  Parishioners 
Friday, July 21st  
   No Daily Mass at St. Ignatius. Mass available    
at St. Timothy’s in Maple Lake (8:00 am) 
Saturday, July 22nd 
   5:00 pm  Paul DeMars 
Sunday, July 23rd 
    8:30 am Parishioners  
    10:30 am † Dick West  

Larry Oberg  
Joseph Niznik      
Mike Meyer  
Anna Purcell   
Lynnea Stay 
Katelyn Busch 
Herman Wittsack 
Mary Wittsack  
Mary Danielson 
Mark Johnson 
Paul DeMars 
Julie Pelarski  
Sally Phenow 
Reanna Braun 
Lynnae Frappier 

Jaden Hanson 
Nick Mares 
Dan Schultz 
Louise Borstad 
Wayne Dearing 
Ron Hoffman 
Ronda O’Brien 
Russ Fortner 
James Utecht 
Mary Malachek  
Jason Mitchell  
Deb Cole  
John Holker 

Marlene Niewind 

Gospel Meditation  
   It’s not uncommon to hear people complain that we Catholics often fail in 
communicating our faith. Fair enough. We can and should improve there. But 
it’s interesting to notice that Jesus himself was implicitly accused by his disci-
ples of a similar failure. This week in Matthew’s gospel they are perplexed that 
he speaks to the crowds in ambiguous parables. The Lord’s riddles leave many 
people more confused than before. He responds by pointing out that his para-
bles have an intentional dual purpose: to hide (for some) and to reveal (for 
others) his Gospel: “Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been grant-
ed” (Matthew 13:11). Is Jesus being unnecessarily difficult, obscurantist, or, 
worse, elitist? 
   No. We have to remember that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
lie hidden in him (c.f., Col. 2:3). He is the word of God from heaven to be 
planted in the earth of our humanity to bear great fruit. However, like a lover 
delicately pursuing his beloved, we’re dealing with a relationship, not new data. 
When we aren’t willing to personally accept Jesus into our lives, the “info” of 
the Gospel will simply not make sense to us. It’ll seem bizarre, esoteric, or like 
incoherent religious-speak. But when we are willing to accept Jesus into our 
lives, everything else starts to make sense. When others don’t understand the 
Church or the Lord, let’s be patient. Love is patient. Sometimes it has to hide 
before it is revealed. 
    

 — Father John Muir      ©LPi 

Personal Reflection Questions  

First Reading: The prophet Isaiah assured the Israelites who were exiled in 
Babylon that God’s word is reliable and purposeful. How might you help 
friends or family trust more in God? 
Second Reading: Paul sees creation itself sharing in the redemption and future 
glory that awaits all believers — “For creation awaits with eager expectation 
the revelation of the children of God.” What do you imagine earth would 
look like filled with God’s glory, absent any “corruption?” 
Gospel: Over the next few Sundays, we will be hearing many parables from 
Jesus. Today’s parable of the sower and the seeds speaks to how people react 
differently to the Good News of the kingdom of heaven. How would you 
describe your reaction to Jesus’s parables of the kingdom?                ©LPi                                                              
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 DIRECTORY 
Father John Meyer, Pastor   

FrMeyer@stignatiusmn.com 
 

Father Kevin Magner, Parochial Vicar 
FrMagner@stignatiusmn.com 

 

35 Birch Street East • PO Box 126 • Annandale, MN 55302  
Phone:  274-8828  Fax: 274-3961  
Email: parishoffice@stignatiusmn.com  
Website: www.stignatiusmn.com 
 

Office hours:   
   Mondays 8am-12pm and 1pm– 4pm 
   Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 8:30 am– 3:30 pm 
   Fridays 8am-12pm and 1pm– 4pm 

 

Parish Bookkeeper: Tom Gay tom@stignatiusmn.com  
Phone:  274-8828 ext: 101 

Parish Secretary & Safe Environment Coordinator:   
Julie Petersen julie@stignatiusmn.com 
Phone:  274-8828 ext: 100 

Custodians: Chad Ferris & Doug Zachman 

Director of Faith Formation: Anastacia Schnabel 
anastacia@stignatiusmn.com 
Phone: 320-274-8828 ext. 105 

Youth Minister: Bernie Gauthé bernie@stignatiusmn.com   
 

Parish Pastoral Council  
Council member information and meeting minutes are 
available on our website or by requesting a copy from the 
parish office. On the website, use the “Ministries” menu at the 
top of the page, and then select “Pastoral Council” on the 
drop down menu.             
 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday Mass - 5:00 pm 
Sunday Masses - 8:30 am and 10:30 am   
8:30 Mass is live streamed on the parish Facebook page and 
You Tube channel  
Daily Mass    
Mondays 6:00 pm, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays 8:00 
am  (No Daily Mass on Fridays) 
 

Reconciliation 
4:30 pm Saturday (one-half hour prior to Sat. Mass) 
 

Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament 
Last Thursday of the month, 8:30 am - 7:00 pm  

 

Sacraments 
Baptisms 
Please contact the parish at least two months in advance of the 
Baptism. Parents are required to attend a Baptism class prior to 
the Baptism. Baptisms are scheduled through the parish office, 
and are held following the 10:30 am Mass.  
 

Marriage  
Please contact the pastor at least six months in advance of the 
desired wedding date.  
 
 

Bulletin submission deadline is Tuesdays at noon,  
unless an early deadline notice is posted  

Please join us Sunday, August 13th from noon-4pm 
at Clearwater-Pleasant Regional Park for our 2nd 

annual parish picnic! 
 

Lunch will be provided from noon-1:30pm and will 
include a hamburger picnic meal. Water/lemonade will 
be available or you can bring your own beverages. 
 

Bean Bag Tournament at 1:30pm and open swimming, 
parental supervision required (lifeguard not on duty). 
Additional fun activities and games will be available.  
 

A shuttle will be provided from the parking lot to the 
pavilion.  
 

Reservations are not necessary but helpful for plan-
ning. Sign-up sheets will be available in the parish 
gathering space starting July 22nd. To sign-up online 
go to our website at www.stignatiusmn.com or scan the 
QR code below.  
 

Mark your calendars for this fun filled afternoon!  
 

Brought to you by the Synod initiatives and the Parish 
Council. 
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REFLECTIONS MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144

Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk
Watkins, MN

Great Food, Outstanding Service
Breakfast • Lunch 

Hours Everyday 6am to 3pm27
4-
14

04

BRAUN ELECTR    C LLC 
Pete & Jen Braun 

320-558-9199

KAZ DO IT BEST
HARDWARE &

Rental Center
274-5214 • Annandale

“Service is the Key Word”
Complete Building Supplies

120 Oak Ave. S.              (320) 963-3612

T & R
Meat Processing
105 Pine St., PO Box 326 • Clearwater

% 320-558-6390

TNT Communications MN llc

Telecommunications Network Technician

Al Guck | 320-274-TNT4 
Phone systems, prewire, Network wiring, 

Cameras. 20+ yrs of  exp
Power Limited License PL002799 Bonded & Insured

Independent Financial Consultants
763-682-4014

103 Marty Drive • Suite 101 • Buffalo, MN 55313
Securities offered through IFG Financial member FINRA/SIPC

MAPLE LAKE
LEGION POST 131

gamb lic# 00623

(320) 963-3911

Our Family Serving Yours

320-274-8811 • www.dingmannfuneral.com

Buffalo Dental Group
www.BuffaloDentalGroup.com

Joseph J. Kuzma DDS  Chase R. Liska, DMD 
Peter R. Lynch DDS
(763) 682-2363

1000 Highway 25 S • Buffalo, MN 55313

THEIS INSURANCE AGENCY 
David & Marie Theis - Insurance Agents 

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial
www.theisagency.com                                               763-497-5133

NOW HIRING 763-498-7844 
Carpenters & Concrete Finishers

Mares Excavating
Excavation Contractors
Installation of septic systems

Basements, Demo, & Driveways
(320) 274-3608

PJN Builders, PJN Builders, llcllc
New Home Construction 

Remodeling • Decks • Garages
Call Peter | 320-980-6708 

Annandale

D&E Construction 
For All Your Roofing Needs

Troy Dircks, Owner
(320) 980-3075 

MAPLE LAKE 
BP-AMOCO

Care Wash Open
Food Shop 963-6555 1600 HWY 55 E. BUFFALO, MN 55313   763-682-2200

Monticello, MN 
763.295.3771

I offer exceptional full service listings 
at a low 5% commission

Living our Motto by Caring More and Charging Less!

Your Local Lakeshore, Residential & Acreage Specialists

            Jim Splinter                     Patrick Splinter
           320-980-0560                       612-437-1383

Are all your financial
needs being met?
We're here to help!

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender
www.starbank.net | App: Star Bank MN

Annandale Maple Lake
320.274.2265 320.963.3161

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Gary Stang

gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

Spray Foam Insulation   ▲  Fiberglass Batts
Blown Loose Fill Fiberglass Wool  ▲ Fiberglass Insulation  

Waterproofing  ▲ Infrared Inspections
And Much More!

612.562.7823
www.peaksprayfoamllc.com/foam-insulation

320-274-3016
www.reichsplumbingandheating.com

Well Drilling & Repair
Rollie Werner
320-980-1212
Jake Werner
320-420-2762

(320) 274-3856

Rollie
erner
ell Drilling LLC

WW
Annandale, MN

 Full Service Salon
 for  Men, Women  
 and Children 
 including Massage,  
 Nails and Facials (320) 274-5717 320-963-6844

Garage Door 
Repairs & 

Installation
(320) 255-1850

www.augustagaragedoor.com

Adele Leary & Bob Ahonen
Independent Dealer 

612-760-0320, Annandale
absynthetics.shopamsoil.com

*ALWAYS HIRING*
cARPENTERS & CONCRETE FINISHERS

763-498-7844

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1991Locally Owned & Operated Since 1991 
302 12th Ave. S. • Buffalo, MN

“Where your child is the center of our attention”
(763) 682-3072  |  www.kidshaven.net

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN


