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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

or nearly 35 years, the Catholic Education  
Foundation has been a shining beacon for  
thousands of children, changing lives and 

bringing hope to young people and their families in 
some of the most disadvantaged communities in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  And during this most 
challenging year, CEF has helped students continue 
their Catholic education at a time of unprecedented 
financial disruption.

The Catholic Education Foundation makes our communi-
ties stronger and more compassionate, filling the hearts 

of children and their families with the promise of new 
opportunities and the feeling of hope.  In the spirit of our 

faith, CEF brings together generous benefactors to improve 
the lives of those less fortunate. 

During 2020, CEF provided tuition assistance for more than 10,000  
students – a wonderful accomplishment. Our goal is to make Catholic 

education possible for every child and your commitment helps us achieve that goal. Thank you for 
your generosity in helping bring the gift of Catholic education to more children.

Please be assured of my prayers for you and your families. I ask for your prayers for me and my 
ministry in the Archdiocese. 

May God grant you peace and joy,

Most Reverend José H. Gomez
Archbishop of Los Angeles

n this year of unprecedented challenges, it is  
indeed a pleasure to present the Catholic  
Education Foundation (CEF) Impact Report for 

the 2019 - 2020 school year. As a result of your generous 
support, CEF was able to fund more than 10,000 under-
served students with tuition assistance grants totaling 
more than $12 million, which gave these students the 
opportunity to receive a Catholic education in the Archdi-
ocese's elementary and high schools.

This Report tells the story of the resilience and indomitable 
spirit of our Catholic school students, teachers and families 
during a period of remote learning and financial insecurity. 
Over and over again we have been moved by the expressions of 
gratitude for those donors and friends who help to make their 
education possible and their futures hopeful, especially at a time 
when many families have suffered financial hardship with the prospect of 
their children having to leave the Catholic schools they love. It is because of 
you and your outpouring of support that they can hold on to these dreams and aspirations that 
go far beyond what they ever thought could be possible.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you for your commitment to making a difference in 
so many lives.

With deepest gratitude,

Timothy J. Smith
President, CEF Board of Trustees
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

   
Sara Le received a CEF scholarship 
during her four years at Saint Gene-
vieve High School. During her Senior 
year, she was President of the Students 
in Science and Medicine Club; Co-
Captain of the Liturgical Dance Team; 
Member of the Hip Hop Dance Team; 
Earned the AP Scholar Award; and 
volunteered at her home parish, St. 
Joseph the Worker. She graduated as 
Valedictorian and was accepted to 7 
colleges/universities including UC Berkeley 
and UCLA. She is currently attending UCLA 
and majoring in Biochemistry. 

Bruno Baltazar received a CEF scholarship 
during his four years at Saint Genevieve 
High School. During his Senior year, he 
was an Executive Representative on ASB; 
Co-Founder of the Students in Science 
and Medicine Club; A Senior Family 
Homeroom Leader; a Caretaker/Assistant 
with My First Steps Inc, working with 
children aged 0-12; and a Group Leader 

volunteering at Saint Genevieve Church. 
He did all of this while taking three AP 

Classes. He graduated near the top of his 
class and was accepted to all 12 colleges/uni-
versities he applied to and is attending USC. 
He received the William Frye Scholarship and 
is majoring in Biological Sciences with an 
emphasis in Pre Medicine.

Bruno Baltazar

Sara Le

DONOR HIGHLIGHT

Steinmetz 
Foundation

A few years later, Charlie Steinmetz met fellow Santa Clara University alum Kathy 
Anderson (at the time Executive Director of the Catholic Education Foundation) 
through mutual friend and current CEF Trustee John Smet. Charlie mentioned that 
providing access to field trips for inner city students was an important objective for 
him, and, with the help of Kathy and CEF Director of Programs Theresa Fragoso, the 
Big Yellow Bus program was initiated and has been consistently funded by the Stein-
metz Foundation for over fifteen years. The program provides buses for field trips at 
Catholic schools receiving CEF tuition assistance funds in underserved areas of the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese. The Steinmetz Foundation, now directed by Charlie and his 
sister Jeanie Kay, remains keenly focused on improving the lives and educational 
experiences of inner-city Catholic school students through its support of field trips 
and tuition assistance. Charlie's ultimate wish is to broaden the giving and reach of 
CEF and to integrate more foster children and children emerging from juvenile deten-
tion into Catholic schools. CEF is honored by and grateful for the support of the
Steinmetz Foundation over the years!

Mary Lou wanted the Steinmetz 
Foundation to focus on inner city literacy,
but son Charlie (current CEF Trustee
Charles Steinmetz) advised that the
Foundation first needed a plan for its 
outreach. Working with a friend who was 
a high school English teacher and was 
very familiar with schools in south Los 
Angeles in need of help, Charlie connect-
ed with a school in Watts that needed 
books, St. Lawrence of Brindisi. The 
Steinmetz Foundation started funding a 
literacy center at the school and the 
Foundation's relationship with the Catholic 
schools of inner-city Los Angeles was born.

In 2000, Bill Steinmetz was planning to
sell his successful aircraft parts business 
and move on to a well-deserved 
retirement with his wife Mary Lou. The 
idea of creating a family foundation to
facilitate charitable giving hadn't really 
occurred to him until his friend Bob 
Ahmanson suggested that Bill and Mary 
Lou direct 10% of the stock from the 
sale of the company to do just that.



FAMILY HIGHLIGHT

Bobby Garcia and Family

Robert and Sara Garcia enjoy the experi-
ence that Catholic schools provide for 
their daughter, Jimena. As the end of 
the school year approached last 
spring, the pandemic swept through 
the many Catholic school communi-
ties across the globe. Even though 
this experience has shaken most all 
of us, there are some who have been 
able to put their faith in God and 
believe that things will be taken care 

of and they need to press forward 
during these times. This belief is no 

new practice for the Garcia family, as 
their faith journey has been tested signifi-

cantly throughout their lives.

Robert “Bobby” Garcia attended Blessed 
Sacrament elementary school as a child but early on 

got into the wrong crowds at the age of 14. Bobby entered a gang, got shot 
and eventually arrested by the time he was 16 years old. His actions landed 
him with a 25-to-Life sentence, leaving only his relationship with God to help 
him through the years ahead. “I had battled with loneliness, even in gangs and 
prison, until I met with church volunteers at age 26”. When asked, Bobby 
mentioned that he found inspiration and motivation behind the feature film 
Malcolm X, “It really hit me when Malcolm is teaching and says, ‘Here. Let's 
start at the beginning. We'll look them up, write them down and find out what 
they mean. Page one. The first word: "Aardvark.’”. Bobby mentions that he 
knew if he wanted real change he would need to also start from the very 
beginning and pursue his education. After a decade of pushing himself and 
reading and self-teaching, Bobby obtained four AA degrees by the time he 
was 36 years old.

Your Dollars At Work
2019-2020 School Year

Total Fiscal Year Expenses

Tuition Awards & Programs Expenses

General Operating Expenses*

of donations fund 
CEF tuition awards100%

$14,382,096

$953,278

Bobby and Jimena both had graduations coming up in the early Summer, but 
they found themselves having to rethink what they were going to do in order 
to still honor and celebrate their collective achievements. Bobby says, “We had 
to create a makeshift stage in our very own backyard, inviting only close family 
and we held a little ceremony. I wanted her to see that we can celebrate, no 
matter what’s going on in the world!”

CEF asked why Bobby and Sara chose a Catholic school 
for their daughter, and they both agreed, 
“Catholic school gives students a spiritual 
connection to God, it gives them the 
strength to get through challenges. The 
smaller class sizes and focus from teach-
ers is great. Teachers make it a point 
to have intentional relationships with 
the students as well as with the 
parents.” Bobby shared that Jimena 
now makes sure that their family 
stops before they begin eating, so 
that they all can pray together for 
their meal. This is one of the many 
beautiful effects that attending a 
Catholic school has had on Jimena.
Upon asking Bobby and Sara what 
their dreams for their daughters are, 
Bobby proclaimed, “I want my daugh-
ters to know that it is okay for them to 
express themselves. I want them to know 
that they can do whatever they want to do 
in life. I want them to always remember that 
there are no limitations!”

*General operations
including fundraising
expenses are funded
by our endowment.

$8,344,953
Total Tuition Based Programs $13,119,500

Non-Tuition Based Programs$147,272
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