
Partners in Faith Ministry takes the Lead 
—by Sandra Ames, 2013-2016 co-lead 
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St. Patrick’s 5th Annual Drive — Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017 

GGCFD Celebrates 30th Year—Our 5th! 
Three decades ago the 

Greg Gannon 

Canned Food Drive 

(GGCFD) was started 

by Greg Gannon and 

his wife Maureen in 

their home parish of the 

Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

in Washington, D.C.  Their efforts 

eventually led to a parish-wide collec-

tion—now in its 30th year—to directly 

support area food banks,  
   

Several years ago, Blessed Sacrament 

decided to share their winning idea 

with other parishes in the Archdiocese.  

It was an immediate hit at St. Patrick’s 

with Sandra Ames and Helen Do-

menici assuming co-leadership, and 

others taking on coordinator roles 

over the years, including Phil 

Chimento (collection day); Carolyn 

Cullen and Lisa Johnson 

(volunteers); Becky Ellett (territories 

& advertising); Stacey Haines and 

Marie Willett (sponsorships); Brigid 

McKelvey (communications); Laura 

Rizzo and Sarah Vittone (school 

liaison); and Deacon Jim Nalls 

(prayer service).   
 

While Blessed Sacrament this year 

celebrates 30 years of involvement , St. 

Patrick’s celebrates our 5th Year!  

This popular parish and school tradition 

now involves over 250 adult and chil-

dren volunteers collecting food for the 

needy in the neighborhoods in an 

around St. Patrick’s.  Our drive takes 

place on the 2nd Saturday in November 

— this year November 11, 2017 — 

to support our Thanksgiving and 

Christmas holiday giving efforts.   
 

The day begins with prayers, a blessing  

and coffee and donuts.  Afterwards, 

teams canvas their assigned neighbor-

hoods for donated cans.  All donations 

are brought to the Parish Center, sort-

ed for our Holiday Giving program, and 

then distributed to waiting vans and 

trucks delivering to area food banks, 

shelters and food pantries.   
 

St. Patrick’s GGCFD is a great family 

activity!  This year is a transition year 

with Laura stepping up as a co-lead 

with Emily Chesterton, a new re-

cruit, and Sarah filling in Phil’s role on 

collection day.  We are striving to 

expand the effort  to new parishion-

ers—see back page for how to get in-

volved. 

Continued p.2 

Our new co-leads: Emily Chesterton  
and Laura Rizzo! 

In September of 2013, Deacon Nalls 

approached the fairly new Partners in 

Faith (PIF) ministry with an idea for a 

parish program. He asked if they might 

be interested in participating in a highly 

successful food drive called the Greg 

Gannon Canned Food Drive that 

had been going for nearly 25 years at 

Blessed Sacrament.  
 

PIF members who were also involved 

with Holiday Giving and the Thanksgiv-

ing collection for Assumption Parish in 

DC had been casting about for ways to 

increase sadly declining food donations.   

At the next meeting, Deacon Nalls 

introduced the lively GGCFD team 

from Blessed Sacrament: Rick Gan-

non, Jessica Walsh, and Stephanie 

McGovern. With great enthusiasm 

Rick described the program he was 

hoping to "franchise": Parish families 

sign up for neighborhood territories 

and during a week near Thanksgiving 

place grocery bags, often with personal 

messages, on their neighbors' porches. 

On the following Saturday, families 

team up to bring in bags of groceries 

for local food banks. This much-

anticipated event gives Catholics a 

chance to live their faith, evangelize 

through action and come back to the 

church with cars packed with food for 

the hungry--ten times more than a 

typical food drive, Rick assured the 

Partners in Faith.  
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Co-lead Sandra Ames barring the cold with 
ever-faithful PIF  volunteer Chuck Cozad 
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The Greg Gannon Canned 

Food Drive (GGCFD) is truly a 

team effort with involvement from 

many Social Concerns ministries, 

parishioners, and parish youth, but 

we want to expand parish involve-

ment even more. 
 

St. Patrick’s School—ever 
ready to serve 
School Principal  Christie Anne 

Short has instilled service into the 

school program at every grade 

level.  When the GGCFD was 

initiated at St. Patrick’s, she imme-

diately assumed the responsibility 

of coordinating collections in six 

of our territories.  She also start-

ed a tradition where kids don the 

GGCFD T-Shirts one school day 

to jumpstart the excitement. 
 

Faith-in-Action—Serving 
Others in Imitation of Christ 
Confirmandi and 7th Grade Faith-

in-Action participants had this to 

say about the GGCFD: 

—“feeding the hungry is an essential 

part of being Catholic” (Samuel) 

—“It stresses putting others before 

self” (Aaron) 

—“it taught me there is always some 

way I can help someone, whether 

through prayer or a food 

drive” (Andi) 

—“What matters is what 

we do.  Everything good in 

the world comes in our 

love for each other and 

the good we do for oth-

ers” (Catherine) 
 

Scouts—GGCFD Bene-
fits from Scouting for 
Food  
Scouts from every lev-
el—Cub Scouts Pack 
457 and Boy Scouts 
Troop 457—meet 

their mission 
through GGCFD. 

 

Sarah Vittone, Troop 
457 volunteer lead-
er, with the Troop's 
Scoutmaster Ralph 
Acevedo and other 
leaders will coordi-
nate the onsite un-
loading and distribu-
tion of cans to our 
community benefi-

ciary recipients. 
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A Parish-Wide Event—Please Join Us! 

Prayer & Song to inspire 
Deacon Nalls was instrumental in bringing the GGCFD concept to St. Patrick’s five years ago.  As a 
deacon at St. Patrick’s and director of Parish Partnerships at Catholic Charities, he helped to get the 
program started here, coordinating the territories and helping in every aspect of the program.  After 
having worked with the Blessed Sacrament team and brought the GGCFD concept to 11 new parishes, 
Deacon Nalls proudly boasts that St. Patrick’s is the “flagship” example for a successful program.  He 
is thrilled to be involved and promises to continue to lead our prayer service at St. Patrick’s to 
energize the parish on Collection Day.  Each year, he leads a prayer service and song on Collection 
Day to remind volunteers about why they are there and to instill a spirit of joyfulness as they set 
about doing God’s work.  His enthusiasm creates an infectious air of anticipation. 
  

“If you can't  

feed a  

hundred 

people,  

then  feed 

just one.”  
—St. Mother Teresa 

This was already September and the 

timing was tight, but PIF decided to 

take it on. With help, encouragement, 

and a playbook from the Blessed Sacra-

ment team, volunteers worked hard to 

bring it all together. The first St. Pat-

rick's GGCFD was announced, and 

received a heartening response from 

the parish. The group made plans for 

the collection and sorting of 5,000 cans 

in order to help fill Holiday Giving 

boxes as well as Assumption Parish, St. 

Martin's, the McCarrick Center and 

other food banks. As parishioners 

drove in on collection day the 5,000 

can goal was soon surpassed as 15,000 

cans were unloaded, sorted and boxed 

by hard-working volunteers outside in 

the driveway as the new Parish Hall 

was not yet complete. Late that after-

noon there were still 130 boxes on 

hand after all the trucks had driven 

away, and anxious calls to food banks 

finally produced a large truck to haul 

the last of the bounty away as night and 

an impending snow storm came on. 
 

St. Patrick’s is one of many parishes in 

Montgomery County who have decided 

to participate in Blessed Sacrament's 

fun and much-needed ministry. Alto-

gether, participating parishes have col-

lected well over a million cans as we 

approach the 30th anniversary of the 

day Greg Gannon and his family decid-

ed to take a few grocery bags and col-

lect food donations from neighbors to 

feed the hungry. 

(from  p.1) Partners in Faith 

Sorting Coordinator needed!   
Have you sorted cans for 
GGCFD at the front tables? 
Are you willing to help this 
project to train and support 
sorters on site this year?  Let 
Sarah know:  (202) 498-
9356. We need lots of hands 
to move 20,000 cans from 
the cars through sorting and 
then on to recipients. 
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Miraculously it all comes together on  
Collection Day! 
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In …...  

 

“For I was 

hungry and 

you gave me  

food, I was  

thirsty 

and you 

gave me 

drink” 
—Matt 25:35 

NOV 11th 



S T .  P A T R I C K ’ S   S O C I A L  C O N -

—Cathy Bickel 

 GOLD Sponsor 

 

BRONZE 

WHITE’S 
HARDWARE 

FRIENDS of GGCFD 

1—BE A SPONSOR—We’ll post your name 

and business in our publications, T-shirt, and 

GGCFD website. 

2—JOIN OUR TEAM—we need 

help in a variety of areas. 

3—COLLECT CANS in your 

neighborhood or sign-up as a territory leader 

4—VOLUNTEER at the collection 

site—this is an event for all ages.  We need you! 
 

For more information: 
www.greggannoncfd.org 

Monica Ludwig  

monica.ludwig@stpatrickadw.org  

(301) 924-2285 x315 

Monica Ludwig, Director 

St. Patrick’s Social Concerns 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

4101 Norbeck Road 

Rockville, MD  20853 

Tel: (301) 924-2285 

Email: monica.ludwig@stpatrickadw.org  

 

GGCFD 2017 Coordinators: Laura Rizzo 

and Emily Chesterton (co-leaders); 

Sarah Vittone (Collection Day/Scouts); 

Becky Ellett (Territories); Lisa Johnson 

and Karen Kelly (Volunteers); and 

Deacon Jim Nalls (Prayer Service) 

 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
Social Concerns Newsletter 

Ways to  
support the GGCFD 

Thank You 2016 GGCFD Sponsors! 


