
W H Y  H A I T I ?  

 Poorest country in the 

Western Hemisphere 

 Minimal to no infra-

structure in  parts of 
the country 

 Children unable to eat 

every day 

 Shortage of safe drink-

ing water 

 Poor sanitation 

 Many children suffer 

from malnutrition 

 Chidren unable to at-

tend school daily 
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I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

This issue focuses on our 

Haiti Outreach Ministry, 

with special emphasis  

given to the most recent 

mission trip to the Hai-

tian village of Montrouis. 

St. Patrick’s generosity is 

on full display in 

Montrouis, appearing in 

the forms of educational 

support, humanitarian 

relief, as well as medical 

support in partnership 

with Life Connection 

Mission.  Also included in 

this issue are reflections 

from parishioners about 

their experiences with 

this special ministry. 

Top Ways to Help 
 

Sponsor a Child—p.3 
 

Support Local  
Pastor’s Projects—p. 7 

 

Join a Mission 
 Trip—p.8 

Haiti — A Heartbeat Away 
Haiti is less than a two-hour plane 

flight away from Miami, but it is 

worlds apart in terms of its pov-

erty and its lack of infrastructure 

in most parts of the country.  It’s 

the size of Maryland, but with 

double the population, and it is the 

poorest country in the Western 

Hemisphere.  Many children in 

Haiti are not able to eat every day, 

sleep in a bed, or attend school.  

Due to a shortage of drinking 

water and poor sanitation, severe 

malnutrition plagues Haitians and 

leaves them vulnerable to 

deadly diseases.  Fifty percent 

are illiterate, and many have 

limited or no access to 

healthcare. 

The Village of Montrouis 
 

The Village of Montrouis is 

indicative of many of the 

poorer, more remote parts of 

Haiti.   Homes are essentially 

tiny, one-room “shacks”--

made of cardboard, tar paper, and 

pieces of tin or plastic patched 

together—which crumble with the 

slightest storm.  Floors are dirt 

and a piece of ripped cloth serves 

as a door.  There is no running 

water or electricity in homes.  

Water is retrieved in buckets from 

wells and is used for cooking, 

bathing, laundering, and drinking. 

Life Connection Mission offers a 
“Lifeline” of Hope and Love 
 

According to its Mission Statement, “Life Connec-

tion Mission (LCM) is a Christian, interdenomination-

al, non-profit organization committed to bringing hope 

and opportunities to impoverished children and adults in 

Haiti without discrimination.  LCM realizes this commit-

ment through evangelization, medical care, humanitarian 

outreach, education, and career preparation.” 
 

“It’s a marathon,” says Christie Anne Short, St. Pat-

rick’s School Principal and LCM volunteer.  While 

some organizations came to Haiti immediately after 

the devastating earthquake of 2010, but have since 

disappeared, LSM “is not looking for quick fixes,” says 

Christie Anne, “but rather is committed for the long 

haul.” 
 

After a decade on the ground, it has a proven track 

record of stick-to-itiveness with good results!  What 

started with a commitment to build a community 

church that would double during the week as a 

school building, has since greatly expanded to in-

clude: construction of a school building (now two 

floors) which provides education to thousands of 

children; facilitating hundreds of medical clinics; 

building more than 30 homes to provide better shel-

ter; constructing restrooms and showers for com-

munity use; providing thousands of food, clothing, 

and hygiene products; and, building a church, to high-

light just some of LCM’s many ongoing achievements. 
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Father Martin Choi joined the Haiti mis-

sion trip to serve as the spiritual leader.  He 

decided that aside from offering Daily Mass, 

he wanted to simply join in all the ministry 

activities like the rest of the mission group.  

He had heard many stories about how  

wonderful the trip was from other  

parishioners and was intrigued by the  

enthusiasm of fellow priests who had gone 

before.  He was not disappointed. 
 

“I loved the whole experience,” said Fr. Choi, 

who found that the beauty of the mission 

was the variety.  Trip participants visited the 

school, an orphanage, and a homeless shel-

ter.  One of the highlights was providing 

food, toiletries and clothing to the communi-

ty.  He said, “Back home we see all the fund-

raising, collection, donation efforts, but here was 

an opportunity to see how it all culminates in 

simply serving others.”  
 

Another highpoint for Fr. Choi was when 

the sponsored kids came to the complex to 

eat, play, and receive gifts from the sponsors.  

He estimated there were between 75 and 

100 kids and parents, too.  For him, it was 

captivating to see the St. Patrick’s teens and 

young adults interact with the youngsters.   
 

“On a nuts and bolts practical level, how much 

change can we effect in a single point in time?” 

asked Fr. Choi rhetorically.  “We’re not bring-

ing them out of poverty or rescuing them.  But, 

on a human level, it’s a much bigger deal.  

We’re showing the people of Haiti that they are 

not forgotten, that people care about them and 

sponsors believe in their kids.” 
 

Reflecting deeper about the experience, Fr. 

Choi noted, “it wasn’t really about moving 

cinder blocks or handing out clothing, but more 

about recognizing the importance of really diving 

into the moment.”  Father Choi remarked 

about St. Patrick’s teenagers on the mission 

LCM gives the 

children of 

Montrouis “a 

chance to make 

[their] dreams 

come true.” 

Education is a Priority 
Education is a priority for Life Con-

nection Mission (LCM). 
 

One of LCM’s largest projects is the 

administration of Institution Educa-

tive Excellence De Montrouis. Ini-

tially, the community 

viewed education as stand-

ing in the way of household 

chores.  However, “now 

the community embraces  

education.” says Christie 

Anne Short, St. Patrick’s 

School principal and LCM 

board member, “because 

they trust the mission and 

see results.” 
 

From its meager beginnings 

as a small five-room center, the 

mission school currently has more 

than 20 classrooms and educates 

nearly 580 children in Montrouis 

(pre-school-13th grade—extending 

high school one year to offer life 

skills preparation). 

 

Initially, the school operated only 

half-day.  However, in recent 

years, students now attend for a 

full day of classes, and are taught a 

wide variety of subjects, including 

literature, chemistry, history, 

physics, and mathematics.  In addi-

tion, the current curriculum in-

cludes French, Spanish, and English 

courses in every grade. 
 

Stephanie Lushniak (Junior, 

Georgetown Visitation) who joined a 

mission trip to Montrouis this year 

found that she had something in 

common with one of the teens she 

met in Montrouis.  Both she and 

Daphney, age 15, want to become 

doctors.  “I realized that we aren’t so 

different,” she said, and “through the 

mission’s work, Daphney has that 

chance to finish her education and 

make her dream come true.” 
 

However, it’s not just about aca-

demics at the mission 

school.  Students’ 

other basic needs are 

also addressed, in-

cluding physical and 

emotional develop-

ment.  For example, 

every child receives 

school books and 

supplies and two 

school uniforms.  

They are also fed a 

nutritious meal for 

lunch each day—

sometimes their only 

meal of the day.  Students are also 

given the chance to participate in 

sports and music.  The mission also 

tends to any significant medical 

needs.    
 

LCM is very committed to each 

child’s spiritual development as well, 

making every effort to incorporate 

Christian values and principles into 

the school curriculum.  Each day 

opens with a prayer and Bible study. 
 

In terms of higher education, LCM 

now has 12 young adults attending a 

college prep program to gain mas-

tery of English and computer skills.  

They also recently partnered with 

another organization to facilitate 

online college education through 

University of the People, enabling 

students to earn a bachelor’s degree 

from an accredited university.   
 

Future plans include the addition of 

a trade school to teach sewing, 

electronics, mechanics, and other 

skills that graduates can put into 

immediate practice to earn a liv-

ing.  As Christie Anne aptly notes, 

“We are never stagnant.  There is 

always something to be inspired by.” 

“Where Your Treasure is... 
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“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

trip: “They really got it.  They focused on trying to 

make the kids laugh, and on enjoying the day.”   
 

Despite the outdoor setting for the Daily 

Masses, Fr. Choi indicated that there was not 

much difference on a tangible level for him.  

But, on a spiritual level, he liked that he could 

weave a theme for the week relating to the 

mission work that would be relevant to each 

of the participants.  It helped that the Gospel 

messages from the Sermon on the Mount—

”Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth… But store up for yourselves treasures in 

Heaven”  [Matt. 6:19-20] and “Do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 

body, what you will wear.  Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothes?”  [Matt 6:25]

—clearly lent themselves to the overarching 

message that happiness is not grounded in 

material things. 
 

When he looked at the Haitian community, Fr. 

Choi found that they 

truly lived out the Gos-

pel message, saying: 

“They don’t have much, 

but they are able to 

maintain a sense of 

peace even in the midst 

of suffering because they 

are grounded in something other than the materi-

al world.  They are happy because they under-

stand what truly matters:  Faith.  Family.  Commu-

nity.” 
 

Father Choi said that the full impact of the 

mission trip will be different for each person 

and “It may take time to process, but hopefully 

we come back changed in some way.”  
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 There Your Heart Will Also Be” [Matt. 6:21] 

 

 

Sponsor a Child’s Education 

Life Con-

nection 

Mission 

(LCM) has 

helped 

hundreds 

of children 

throughout 

the years 

find a sponsor for their education.  

Sponsorship provides a child with a 

Christ-centered education and loving 

care.   

 

Julia Derry (Graduate, Holy Child), was 
in for an unexpected surprise when 
she visited Montrouis.  Prior to the trip 
she had decided to sponsor an 18-year
-old girl, Dania.  “When I met Dania, 
our immediate connection amazed me.  
The first words she ever spoke to me 
were ‘thank you, thank you, thank you, 
I love you!’  At that moment… it hit me 
that LCM is not just making a general 
difference for the poor, but rather 
touching and helping specific, beauti-
ful, loving people.” 
 
A sponsorship pays for school tuition 

and provides necessary books, uni-

forms, daily hot meals, and school 

supplies for a sponsored child.  In addi-

tion, it provides for any needed medi-

cal treatments. 

 

Part of each sponsorship is also applied 

towards LCM’s feeding program to be 

certain that over 500 children—

including non-sponsored children—

receive daily meals.  At the end of each 

school year, the balance is directly 

applied to purchasing materials for 

school improvements such as class-

room benches, blackboards, and ad-

ministrative needs. 

 

The mission sends photos, letters, 

artwork and information about each 

sponsored child.  In addition, a quar-

terly newsletter keeps sponsors in 

touch with the events, accomplish-

ments, and mission needs.   

 

Julia had added insight of making multi-

ple trips to Montrouis.  She takes pride 

in being a part of LCM’s mission be-

cause “each year, I feel privileged to see 

children I know and recognize, looking 

happier, healthier, and succeeding in 

school.” 

 

Pictured here are a few young pre-K 

students currently needing sponsors.  

To sign up, please go to 

www.lifeconnectionmission.org or contact 

Christie Anne at (301) 929-9672 or 

christieanne@lifeconnectionmission.org. 

Enizarethy 
Charite 
 

DOB:  
August 16, 2012 

 

Marc 
Dalensky 

Joseph 
 

DOB:  
December 15, 

2012 

Matsu 
Mitsuki 

 

DOB:  
October 5, 2011 

 

Sponsor a 
child for just 
$35/month 

http://www.lifeconnectionmission.org


its development. 

A good source of information 

for your story might be press 

releases, sales or market re-

ports, or brochures you have 

created. 

It is important to maintain the 

integrity of this publication as 

a newsletter, rather than a 

means of advertisement. In 

other words, your readers 

should feel that you’re inform-

ing them about what you offer, 

as opposed to selling it to 

them. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

This is a good place to write a 

small story featuring a new 

product, service, or program 

you’re offering. 

Remember to make the infor-

mation useful to your reader. 

Explain any features that dis-

tinguish what you offer from 

that of your competition. 

You may also want to describe 

the history of the product, 

service, or program or high-

light persons responsible for 

Medical 
& 

Dental 
Care 

Due to the lack of healthcare 

in Haiti, children and adults die 

daily from otherwise preventa-

ble diseases, such as malaria, 

cholera and tuberculosis.  As a 

result, medical missions have 

always been a large  part of 

Life Connection Mission 

(LCM).   

 

LCM once operated makeshift 

clinics and performed surger-

ies in the open air under palm 

trees, but—thanks to the sup-

port of St. Patrick parishion-

ers—they now have a clinic 

which provides a clean, safe 

environment.  Sponsors also 

enabled them to hire a full-

time Haitian  nurse and one 

part-time Haitian doctor so 

they could open the clinic 

daily.  In 

addition, a 

nurse pro-

vides basic 

healthcare 

and hygiene 

education at 

their mission 

school.   

 

 

St. Patrick’s School Principal 

Christie Anne Short found 

her passion in Haiti.  She 

comes from a family dedicat-

ed to service, and about eight 

years ago she felt a strong 

desire to do even more.  A 

former neighbor in charge of 

Life Connection Mission 

(LCM) in Haiti, Dale Moyers 

asked for support for his 

efforts in Haiti, and most of 

her family members—including her-

self—started sponsoring children at the 

mission established in the village of 

Montrouis.  After initially putting off a 

trip to Haiti, Christie Anne finally de-

cided to go in 2008.  
 

The trip to Haiti was a powerful turn-

ing point for her.  She was “blown away 

by the poverty.”  Many of the children 

had been naked and without shoes.  

Many had red-tinged hair and bloated 

bellies, signs of malnutrition.  She came 

back in shock, alternating between 

feelings of anger and sadness.  In her 

own words, “My head was spinning… it 

rocked my world.”  Initially, she couldn’t 

bring herself to go back to Haiti be-
cause of the overwhelming magnitude 

of the hardship and the outright dispar-

ity.  “Here we look inside our full pantries 

wondering what to eat and have a selec-

tion of shoes to choose from,” recalling 

her utter bewilderment.   The question 

forever plagued her: “Why? Why?”  
 

Thankfully, Christie Anne found strong 

support back home in then-School 

Principal Susan Splendido, colleague 

Cathy Medlock, and then Pastor 

Monsignor Kevin Hart who all read-

ily pledged their support.   She also 

found comfort and practical insights 

from a longtime family friend, Mon-

signor John Enzler who wisely ad-

vised, ”start small, and keep going.”   
 

With the help of St. Patrick’s School, 

they began by getting uniforms for the 

kids and setting a goal of forming six 

sponsorships, which they did.  Long-

time parishioners Joe Raia and Kathy 

Lyons also provided extra inspiration 

by inviting her to speak to their 

JustFaith group.  After an emotional 

outpouring and through their commit-

ted support, Christie Anne was provid-

ed with the means to reach beyond the 

school and bring this ministry to 

the wider parish, a blessing for 

LCM as well as to the parish at 

large. 

 

Christie Anne travels to Haiti four 

times a year, including hosting 

many mission trips.  Finally, about 

four years ago, she decided to 

open up the opportunity to St. 

Patrick’s.  That was a real turning 

point for LCM, and she said that 

our involvement – namely, an out-

pouring of donations, resources, 

sponsorships, and service—cannot be 

overstated.    
 

Though missionaries must be at least 

16 years of age, Christie Anne notes 

that the Haiti outreach effort “impacts 

even those who are not able to go on a 

mission trip” The annual yard sale, for 

example, provides a means to get in-

volved on the home-front.  Even those 

in younger grades willingly give up 

sleeping in to help out at the yard sale, 

through which they raise between $30-

40,000 each year.  “Their minds have 

been broadened to think way beyond this 

zip code,” says Christie Anne.  She is so 

proud of her kids at St. Patrick’s be-

cause they can’t wait for the oppor-

tunity to join a mission trip to Haiti and 

do service.  “Helping out at the yard sale 

teaches a powerful lesson that even the 

little they share becomes part of the bigger 

difference.” 
 

Regarding her experience in Haiti over-

all, Christie Anne said “nothing has 

helped me grow in faith more than my 

experience in Haiti.”  She sees in the 

people of Haiti an enduring strength:  

“They are a powerful, prayerful people.”  

She is confident they have earned a 

direct route to Heaven.  Despite the 

reality that they “struggle every day not 

knowing whether there will be food for 

their children,” she stated, “Not only have 

they experienced the fight, but they’ve 

embraced the fight.  The rest of us have a 

whole lot of work to do.” 
 

“By day, I am a school principal.  By night, 

I am focused on Haiti.  When I wake up in 

the morning, that’s who I think about.  

They’re family to me.  We are called to 

just do what’s in our hearts.  I will keep 

going back to Haiti until I am no longer 

able to, and I will bring the next generation 

and enlist the help of others.” 
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Christie Anne Short: “They’re Family to Me” 

“Nothing has 

helped my faith 

grow more 

than my 

experience in 

Haiti” 
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Humanitarian relief is an ongoing need 

in Montrouis.  Life Connection Mission 

(LCM) is committed to addressing this 

reality on multiple fronts, from provid-

ing food and clean water to donating 

clothes and providing basic hygiene 

supplies.  

Through an outpouring of donations, 

direct service and lots of love, the St. 

Patrick’s community is the mainstay 

for supporting these efforts by seem-

ingly “multiplying loaves and fishes.”   

When an appeal goes out for yet an-

other collection, whether for food or 

clothing or toiletries, the response is 

always overwhelming.  According to 

St. Patrick’s School Principal Christie 

Anne Short, “St. Patrick’s generosity is 

the single biggest reason that LCM is able 

to keep doing what it’s doing.” 

The LCM leadership team of which 

she is a part keeps everything in per-

spective.  “It’s important to realize that 

we’re not here to ‘fix’ everything,” says 

Christie Anne, “but rather to put our egos 

aside and provide them with the re-

sources to make things better for their 

children.  By humbling ourselves, we let 

God do what He will.” 

Continued on back page 
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Serving the Multitudes 

Don 

Kisicki 

participat-

ed in the 

Haiti mis-

sion trip 

in 2013 

and 2014.   
 

He said 

that 

Christie 

Anne did 

such a 

great job 

handling 

all the details of the trip and making 

sure the team was well prepared, 

that all he needed to do was show 

up at the airport with a current 

passport and updated vaccinations.  

Once in Haiti, he said the mission 

trip group had an opportunity to 

choose among a variety of activities. 
 

Several of his experiences doing 

different activities stand out as  

particularly memorable. Don accom-

panied fellow missionaries and mem-

bers of another group from Missouri 

on a medical trip to the mountains.  

“Twelve us hanging on in the bed of a 

pickup truck going up and down the 

rough mountain road was an adventure 

in itself, but being able to assist in some 

small way to help the people in the 

mountains was very rewarding.”   
 

Another special moment for Don 

was an early morning Sunday Mass 

in Montrouis that turned out to be a 

First  Communion Mass.  The kids 

receiving First Holy Communion 

were older than our traditional 2nd 

graders, and Don guessed they were 

probably teenagers.  The girls were 

dressed in the traditional pure white 

dresses and the boys wore blue 

slacks and white shirts.  “It was all 

beautiful and probably a once in a 

lifetime chance to experience First 

Communion in a foreign country.” 
 

Overall the Catholic Masses fol-

lowed our Masses at home, down to 

the pulpit announcements.  But, 

here the Masses were said in either 

Creole or French or a mix.  Also, at 

the Offertory, the congregants left 

their pews to individually bring their 

gifts before the altar.  The Masses 

were marked by a lot of joyful sing-

ing.  The group also attended non-

Catholic Christian services during 

Living the Gospel of Service to the Poor 

“St. Patrick’s 

generosity is 

the single 

biggest reason 

that LCM is 

able to keep 

doing what it’s 

doing.” 

Don Kisicki with one of  the 
children he and his wife , 
Pat, sponsor in Montrouis 
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Amazing, 
peaceful, 
thought pro-
voking—and 
hot and 
sweaty— de-
scribe the 
mission trip 
to Haiti. 
 
Life Connec-

tion Mission (LCM) owns a 
house, on a tree shaded tract 
of land on the Caribbean coast. 
The spectacular views rival any 
island resort. Apart from this 
idealic vista, illusions of an 
island paradise quickly evapo-
rate.   
 

The house—used as an office 
and dormitory—does not quite 
meet the hotel rating system 
standards.  Yes, there are 
flush toilets and running water 
and electricity—sometimes. The 
water is drawn from a well on 
the property and pumped into 
large containers on the roof-
tops.  The only water pressure 
is provided by gravity and the 
only temperature for showers is 
cold.  The kitchen is roomy, 
but additional charcoal cooking 
fires and food prep areas are 
set up behind the kitchen in a 
patio/yard area. There, a staff 
of Haitian women lovingly pre-
pare our breakfast and dinner 
each day.  Because there is no 
air conditioning, all bedrooms 
have ceiling and/or oscillating 
fans to circulate the very warm 
air around the room at night. 
 

A startling surprise for us was 
the fact that in Haiti the sun 
rises around 5:15 a.m. and the 
roosters begin to crow around 
4:15 a.m.  No sleeping in on 
this trip!  We were usually too 
hot to sleep anyway, and ready 
to go sit by the water's edge 
with a gentle refreshing morn-
ing breeze.  Each morning, cof-
fee was set outside by our gra-
cious hosts at 7:00 a.m., Fa-
ther Choi said Daily Mass at 8 
a.m., and breakfast was set out 
at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Each day, many activities were 
planned to keep 30 of us busy, 
often in smaller groups.  The  
mission's school needed paint-
ing. A cinder block house was 
being constructed.  Tons of 

donated clothing, hygiene prod-
ucts, and shoes needed to be 
separated and neatly folded 
according to size for distribu-
tion.  On another day, one 
group went with the doctor and 
dentist and EMT to the moun-
tains to offer medical assis-
tance to residents of 
Montrouis.  Another group of us 
stayed at the mission house to 
organize gifts which were do-
nated for sponsored children 
from the school; the kids would 
pick up their gifts, write 
thank you notes and play with 
all of us, before being fed a 
meal. 
 

Feeding the multitudes on 
our Haiti trip is a high prior-
ity for Christie Anne Short, 
one of the mission directors 
and St. Patrick’s School Prin-
cipal.  On the mission house 
grounds alone we served about 
125 children at a time in four 
shifts—an incredible feat to 
behold.  In addition—thanks to 
all the generous financial do-
nations—we were able to feed 
an additional 500 children in a 
single afternoon!  On Sunday, 
we provided meals for all the 
families attending the three-
hour-long worship service at 
the 'church' in the school com-
pound.  Another day, we took 
food to feed more than a hun-
dred people in the mountains.  
We also handed out clothes and 
hygiene products.  In addition, 
our trip included a visit to an 
orphanage where the children 
sang songs for us and we gave 

away toys, treats, and cloth-
ing.  We also visited a make-
shift homeless shelter to feed 
all the people who were trying 
to survive in a very unpleasant 
environment.  We distributed 
clothes and basic   
toiletries and supplies to them 
as well. 
 

For one week we shared God's 
love.  We were God's loving 
hands—providing hope, kind-
ness, clothing, food, and com-
fort—to a very unfortunate 
population that did not ask to 
be living in Haiti, though 
their smiles and gratitude 
might surpass that of many like 
us who are seemingly more   
abundantly blessed.   
 

I am thankful to the St. Pat-
rick’s community, family and 
friends for their material sup-
port for the mission.  I am 
also grateful for having had 
the opportunity to take part in 
this mission, grateful for all 
the spiritual and emotional 
'gifts' I received from this 
journey, which made all-in-all 
for an unforgettable, blessed 
experience.   

“For one week 

we shared 

God’s love. We 

were God’s 

loving hands...” 

Greetings from “Paradise” by Beth Poulos 
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ST. PAT’S—MAKING A DIFFERENCE... 
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In 2011, Pastor 

Moleus came to 

Montrouis and his 

presence has been 

life-changing for the 

community.  “He has 

the pulse of the com-

munity,” says Christie 

Anne Short., S. Patrick’s School Principal.    

According to Life Connection Mission 

(LCM) President Dale Moyers, “our mission 

may have many functions, but our main goal is 

to share the power of Christ’s love in a place 

where it is desperately needed.  Pastor Moleus 

has done just this.  He can be found working 

with mission teams as they climb into the 

mountains to offer the poorest of the poor bags 

of rice and beans.  He is found walking through 

the community pausing to pray with the sick.”  

As he visits those in his community, Pastor 

Moleus quickly identifies the most pressing 

needs.  Last year, for example, St. Patrick’s 

helped build a home for the Eugene Family, 

five children who lost their mother during 

childbirth.  The home gives them the hope 

of being united again under one roof after 

such a devastating loss.   

Similarly, the year before, St. Patrick’s 

teamed up with LCM to build a home for 

Madam Sonia and her son and eight grand-

children, now giving the large family a safe 

place to live under one roof. 

They realize that “if you try to do too much, 

you’ll sink; it’s best to take care of who’s on 

board,” says Christie Anne, “Only then can 

you start to reach out and expand.” 

Support Pastor Moleus 

Fed thousands of children & families 

Delivered tons of rice to feed families 

throughout the community 

Donated clothing, hygiene and other basic 

necessities to thousands over the years 

Sponsored 100+ children 

Provided clothes, shoes, hygiene products 

to hundreds of school children annually 

Helped finance completion of school’s sec-

ond floor 

Donated thousands of school supplies 

Facilitated online college courses and vir-

tual English courses in the United States 

Helped finance completion of two wells 

Supported and built only free medical clin-

ic in the community 

Helped sustain a prison ministry with sup-

plies of Bibles, rosaries and food 

Helped with construction of four homes 

Helped finance purchase of mission vehi-

cles 
Joined and assisted in financing four mis-
sion trips to Haiti 

“Life Connection Mission is very grateful to the St. Patrick’s community for the commitment they have shown… 
through mission trips, yard sales, financial donations, and sponsorships.”  - Dale Moyers, President, LCM 

SupportLocal 
Pastor’s Initiatives 



Monica Ludwig, Director 

St. Patrick’s Social Concerns 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

4101 Norbeck Road 

Rockville, MD  20853 

Tel: (301) 924-2285 

Email: stpatsoccon@verizon.net  
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Join a Mission Trip 

 

Many of those on the St. Patrick’s Mission Team 

are repeats because the people of Haiti capture 

their hearts. 

There is no substitute for actually being there 

and experiencing the realities of life in 

Montrouis.   

Meghan Farren (Junior, Georgetown Visitation 

High School) was struck by the devastation, ask-

ing herself how they could really make a differ-

ence with their “small” offerings.  However, 

upon comparing Montrouis with some of the 

more remote areas they visited, “I was struck by 

the disparities between those the mission had 

reached and those it has not.  Many of the kids in 

the mountains were barefoot and many with distend-

ed bellies… but the kids 

at the school have 

clothes—even uniforms, 

shoes on their feet, clean 

water and lunch provid-

ed by the school, access 

to a doctor and member-

ship of a strong commu-

nity rooted in faith and 

education.  When we 

returned to Montrouis, all I could think 

was: Life Connection has really made a 

difference for these kids and their fami-

lies.  This was a huge validation for the ‘small 

things’ our group had done that week.” 

If you are interested in joining a mission team 

from St. Patrick’s next year, please contact 

Christie Anne Short at (301) 929-9672 or chris-

tieanne@lifeconnectionmission.org. 

  

Please Note: All text not specifically attributed was taken from Life Connection Mission website—www.lifeconnectionmission.org.  

For more information, please contact Christie Anne Short at christieanne@lifeconnectionmission.org  

Consider joining a 
Mission Trip 
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Living the Gospel ( from p. 5) 
both trips.  “It was good to see faith alive even in 

the midst of poverty.” 
 

On his second trip, Don was asked to be the 

spiritual coordinator.  In this 

role, he organized a Commun-

ion service for the mission 

team (bringing Consecrated 

Hosts from the Catholic Mass) 

and hosted morning prayer 

sessions.  
 

Another highlight on both 

trips, Don accompanied a 

group who visited a men’s 

prison in a neighboring community. There, 

they passed out juice, bread, and Bibles 

through the prison bars.  Afterwards, our 

team gathered in a central courtyard sur-

rounded by inmates in cells to offer a prayer 

for them.  As they were leaving, the guards 

asked them to offer a prayer for them, too.  

“That was quite moving as I never thought of 

praying for the prison guards 

so they may be safe and carry 

on their duties with kindness.  

It was an unforgettable experi-

ence.” 
 

In addition to the rewards of 

being part of this mission of 

helping others, Don said he 

also benefited from the fel-

lowship of our team mem-

bers.  “We were a community bonded by the 

desire to help others…  I still feel a bond with 

them and probably always will.” 

mailto:christieanne@lifeconnectionmission.org
mailto:christieanne@lifeconnectionmission.org

