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 Several Kmhmú women sat on floor mats.  Some supported their backs on the wall; others 

appeared perfectly comfortable in the lotus position.  Sister Michaela O’Connor finished the 

story of the daughter of Jairus. 

One diminutive woman leaned over and said, “I lost a child.”  Pretty soon everyone had 

explained to the women’s support group that one, two or even three children had been lost to a 

family over the years.  These are the same families that protected downed American pilots until 

rescue arrived along the Ho Chi Minh Trail.  They escaped from the Communists and survived 

the refugee camps in Thailand or the Philippines.   

 The trials that the Kmhmú Catholic community have endured provide perhaps justify why 

depression ranked 

highest on a list of 

medical pathologies 

identified by recent 

survey of the group in 

Stockton, California. 

 Statistically there 

are a few thousand 

Kmhmú in the United 

States.  70% of these 

are Catholic, though at 

home in the Laotian 

jungle highlands they 

are less than 1%.  The 

largest number is in 

Richmond, California, 

followed by Seattle, 

Stockton, Orange 

County, California, 

and Boston.  Smaller 

Redemptorists and Kmhmú Catholic Ministry 
 

By Don MacKinnon, C.Ss.R. 
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groups are found up and down the West Coast 

and Texas, Oklahoma, and Georgia.  Within 

Laos the Kmhmú form the largest group after 

the Lao themselves. 

 With Sr. Michaela O’Connor, I have been 

involved for over 20 years’ in ministry to the 

Kmhmú in the San Francisco Bay Area.  This is 

part of the local Church’s outreach to small, 

fragile immigrant groups.  Accumulating a 

little-known history through this ministry, Sr. 

Michaela and I worked to develop a 

professional archive that is now housed at the 

Archdiocese of San Francisco Archives, 

directed by Dr. Jeff Burns.  Today it consists of 

seven boxes of folk stories, records of events, 

photographs, artifacts, some correspondence and 

oral histories. 

 To help the generations of Kmhmú 

themselves treasure their unique heritage Sr. 

Michaela is now completing the second volume 

of The Kmhmú Story with financial assistance 

from the San Francisco Foundation.  The books 

are composed of Kmhmú folk tales and 

transcriptions of oral histories from community 

elders, taken by Sister and the young adult 

helpers that she has trained.  Many of the books’ 

drawings and photos were made by community 

members. 

 The Redemptorists and Holy Family Sisters 

of Fremont, California, as well as the Oakland 

Diocese, have supported the basic needs of our 

ministry, while considerable effort has gone into 

searching local and national foundations for 

specific projects.   

 Generous grants have helped with summer  

camp, cultural and recreational field trips for 

adults and children, giant parties at Christmas 

and Easter, national convocations every other 

year at Holy Redeemer Center in Oakland and at 

least three community farms.  None of these 

lasted.  In fact the acreage in Stockton was 

sprayed by a neighbor, causing crop failure.  Of 

course lots of families received individual help 

for food, tuition at Catholic schools, rent and 

utilities.  Often they have been brought to 

medical and educational facilities, as well to 

jails, courts and prisons.  For five years the 

Redemptorist property in Berkeley served as a 

Fr. MacKinnon presiding at a baptism of a Kmhmu 

infant at Holy Redeemer Center in Oakland in 2010 
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housing and community center for the Kmhmú 

community. 

 The best Redemptorist gift was instituted 

by now Bishop Banchong Chaiyara as vice 

Provincial in Bangkok.  He told me during the 

inaugural chapter of the Denver Province 1996 

that I was too old and he would see to it that 

young Thai priests came to help.  Four 

outstanding confreres have stayed with us for 

varying lengths of time: Father Wattana 

Srivorakul, Phaiboon Udomdej, Prasit Kunu and 

Prasit Kruesawan. 

 A final insight into the depth and passion of 

the community’s Catholic faith may be sensed 

from the chorus and first verse of a Eucharistic 

hymn.  Kmhmú words and music were 

composed by national leader, Kanseng Souriya.  

In the practice of teaching hymns for 

catechetical and liturgical purposes Kan is 

following the method used by the Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate and Paris Foreign Mission 

Society (MEP) missionaries in Laos, which in 

turn borrowed from an ancient story-telling 

practice called theem.  Though not quite 

chanted and very long, folk tales were the only 

means of passing on tradition to a population 

innocent of written language.  From them the 

missionaries learned that teaching a village to 

sing stories from saints’ lives and the Bible was 

an ideal evangelization tool.  

 Like the missionary mentors of his youth, 

Kan spends long hours in prayer composing his 

hymns and reflecting before he completes them.  

This one recalls the traditional ceremony called 

tuk ti in Kmhmú or baci in Lao or Thai.  The 

high point of the ceremony is for everyone to 

take strings from the “flower tree” and tie the 

wrists of the one honored, all while praying for 

him or her.  This hymn begins with the chorus, 

  “This is My body.” 

  I want everyone to come together to eat. 

  “This is My blood.” 

  In invite you to ask all your friends to 

taste and drink 

  To come, eat and drink, until you’re full. 

  As in our ancient ceremony, we tie our 

wrists 

  In Communion we and God tie ourselves 

together even more tightly 

  Winding the cord around and around, 

again and again 

  So we cannot ever break loose from one 

another. 

 

For more information:  

 

www.Kmhmucatholic.org or  

 

http://www.holyfamilysisters.org/60/Kmhmu-

Pastoral-Center-.htm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 While processing the papers of Father 

Gerard Schreiber, a member of the Baltimore 

Province who died in 2012, I came across his 

write up of a harrowing journey he took to Cuba 

while serving as a provincial consultor in 1983.  

Initially he and his provincial, Father Joe 

Hurley, were destined to go from New York’s 

Kennedy Airport to St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, 

for visitation.  But on September 22, 1983, their 

plane was hijacked by a Jamaican man with a 

bomb.   

 The pilots did not let on to the passengers 

the danger of the situation.  Instead they merely 

landed the aircraft in Havana instead of St. 

Thomas.  The plane taxied to the end of a 

runway, where it was met by a number of 

soldiers who promptly boarded the plane and 

escorted the hijacker out the back door.  As he 

left he shouted to the passengers that he only 

wished to return to Cuba and did not hope to 

harm anyone.  Complementary drinks were 

provided to passengers in the terminal, 

prompting Father Hurley to remark that he 

always wanted to have a “Cuba livre [sic, 

libre—a highball of cola, white rum, and lime] 

in Havana!” 

From the House Annals 

http://www.kmhmucatholic.org/
http://www.holyfamilysisters.org/60/Kmhmu-Pastoral-Center-.htm
http://www.holyfamilysisters.org/60/Kmhmu-Pastoral-Center-.htm
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 Though their plane was again diverted from 

its destination when it left Cuba—a move 

requested by the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation—the two did not suffer.  The 

flight next touched down in San Juan, where the 

FBI interviewed everyone.  Hurley and 

Schreiber stayed over-night at San Augustin 

with Fathers Bill Spillane and Jim McSwigan 

before proceeding on to the Virgin Islands.  The 

travelers returned safely to the Brooklyn 

provincial house on September 28. 

 This episode took place almost three 

decades ago and eventually found its way into 

the Redemptorist Chronicle.  But a check of the 

house annals for the provincial house of Our 

Lady of Good Counsel reveal that same write 

up pasted into the pages.  I wondered if other 

houses also took note—and in the process of 

reviewing entries for those days, I noticed that 

house chroniclers were too busy recording the 

events in their own communities to give an 

account of the experience of Fathers Hurley and 

Schreiber.  That’s not a bad thing.  While some 

chroniclers occasionally make mention of the 

activities of confreres in other houses—

especially on the occasion of their deaths—

most often the important events of the day that 

were particular to the lives of the local men 

were inscribed.   

 

In decades past… 

 

 Coming as it did somewhat by serendipity, 

the story of the hijacked plane led me to 

consider the sometimes episodic nature of 

Redemptorist history.  Events do not always 

unravel in a seamless narrative and the 

complexities and randomness of some stories 

are arresting.  At other times, the course of 

Redemptorist history unfolds over several days 

or weeks or years.  But the indispensability of 

the house annals themselves for piecing 

together or plucking out the data cannot be 

overstated.  Consider the following entries 

culled from house annals in the fall of the last 

fifty, sixty, or one hundred years.   

Fifty years ago: Holy Trinity, Orangeburg, 

South Carolina (September 30-October 1, 

1963)… “Father [James] McGonagle had 

requested time on station WDIX to try to 

present the negro position to deny rumors of 

violence by pickets and thus prevent violence.  

His talk which was present as a joint statement 

by the four priests in Orangeburg and which 

pleaded for an interracial committee took place 

on a day which Orangeburg seemed a 

battleground.  The police whistles and sirens 

screeched, fire trucks were out blocking the 

picketing marchers.  All traffic was disrupted.  

The ‘statement’ was repeated 6 or 7 times over 

WDIX.  It created a sensation among the 

negroes because I guess some members of the 

white community were speaking in favor of 

communication between the races.  Among the 

coloreds the sensation was almost the opposite 

except among the best of our parishioners.  

They accepted it as a plea for peace. … 

 “[Oct. 1] On this day of excitement Fathers 

McGonagle and [Edward] Coyne went to 

Sumter to Father [William] Doyle’s Silver 

Jubilee.*  When we returned about 5 p.m., 

some more arrests of marchers were in 

progress.  Total arrested—about 1,500.  That 

night we received a telephone threat that we 

would be bombed.  Threat came about 11:10 

p.m.  Father [Maurice] McDonald picked up the 

phone.  A strong angry voice said ‘You S-O-B.  

You are going to be bombed.  Watch it.’  We 

thought it extraordinary that this was only crank 

telephone [call] since the negro and white 

leaders began to meet the next day.  We did 

nothing at the time to report it.” 

*Doyle was a secular priest and pastor of St. 

Anne’s Church in Sumter.  In a recent 

conversation with the Baltimore Province 

archivist, Father McGonagle was asked about 

his work with Black Catholics and some of the 

push back received.  “It was just normal for me, 

a normal thing to do,” he said. 

 

Fifty years ago: Sacred Heart, Griffin, Georgia 

(September 1, 1963)… 
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 “The first interracial meeting was held at the 

rectory.  The purpose was an open discussion to 

‘break the ice’ and to dispel prejudice and 

ignorance.  Father Govern acted as moderator.” 

 While by itself this entry is not a moment of 

great significance in the history of American 

interracial relations, it helps to give the context 

for the meeting in order to understand the 

importance it had for the community in Griffin 

and for the work carried on there by 

Redemptorists whose presence could be traced 

back to 1867 when then Bishop William H. 

Gross said the first Mass in that town.  An 

earlier entry from August 5, 1963 sets the stage:  

“A few colored people picket two stores in 

Griffin even though the managers told Father 

Govern they would go-along with serving the 

colored at their counters.  Apparently the 

colored group wanted something more definite.  

Several days later 3 white men picketed a 

colored dry cleaning place of business.”  These 

tensions were raised on August 10 when, the 

chronicler says, “3 men clothed in Ku Klux 

Klan outfits today walked up and down in front 

of Cleanwell Cleaning Plant.”  These episodes 

did not escape the attention of Archbishop Paul 

Hallinan who perhaps wondered what the 

Redemptorists were doing in Griffin.  A few 

days after the Klan appeared in full regalia, 

Hallinan requested that Father Govern supply 

him with a history of the Redemptorist’s 

presence in Georgia.  Later in the Fall, the 

ministerial Union of local clergy decided to 

integrate among themselves, as suggested by 

Father Clement Tackney, C.Ss.R.  At the next 

meeting of the ministerial Union, November 5, 

he brought five black pastors.  A few weeks 

later, President Kennedy was assassinated. 

 

Sixty years ago: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Bradford, Vermont (November 19, 1953)…  

 A news clipping from the Holyoke 

(Massachusetts) Transcript-Telegram was 

pasted into one of the pages of the annals.  In 

preparation for their mission at St. Jerome’s 

Church in Holyoke, Massachusetts, Father 

Joseph Hallissey, C.Ss.R., of OLPH in Bradford 

sent word to the pastor of St. Jerome’s to erect a 

large penitential cross in the sanctuary.  The 

task was entrusted to a curate at St. Jerome’s, 

Father William H. Smith, who found such a 

cross in the church basement.  When the two 

Redemptorist missionaries—Frs. Raymond 

Heffner and Thomas Chapman—arrived in 

Holyoke they discovered that the cross was 

indeed a Redemptorist penitential cross 

emblazoned in gold lettering: ‘J.M.J.A. 

Redemptorist Mission.’ It also listed the names 

of the Redemptorists who formed the mission 

band—on February 20, 1874.  Between then 

and November 1953, the cross’s presence at St. 

Jerome’s reminded those who attended “of their 

good resolves.”   

 

Sixty years ago: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Bradford, Vermont (November 28, 1953)…  

 “Fr. Rector, Joseph Hallissey, called a 

meeting of the Community, the priests of the 

Community, to consider the 

INCORPORATION of the Community under 

the laws of Vermont.” 

 The minutes of this meeting were strait 

forward and pasted on one sheet on the opposite 

page.  The whole community unanimously 

adopted a motion to incorporate as The 

Redemptorist Fathers of Vermont, Inc.  Present 

at the time, beside Hallissey, were Fathers 

Thomas Winterson, Raymond Hefner, Joseph 

Lorden, Arthur Finn, Thomas Chapman, John 

Doherty, John P. Sullivan, and Henry Kane.  At 

the time, Redemptorists were a presence in 

Bradford for about seven years and attended 

mission chapels at Wells River, Norwich and 

South Strafford. 

 

One hundred years ago:  St. Mary’s Buffalo 

(September 2, 1913)…  

 “This is to be Perry Week.  A hundred years 

have lapsed since Commodore Perry’s victory 

over the British.  This victory is being 

commemorated with due festivities all along the 

Lake.  Fireworks, aeroplane ascensions, 
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military and civic parades are scheduled for the 

entire week.” 

 In the midst of “Perry Week” the chronicler 

at St. Mary’s takes note also of an important 

new pastoral venture in the Diocese: 

(September 7, Sunday):  “Rev. Fr. Rector 

[Francis Parr] attends the dedication of the 

church for the colored people on Michigan St.  

Here in the center of the colored population of 

Buffalo the Bishop has lately purchased a large 

private residence and converted it into a church 

for the negroes.  Fr. Biden, rector of St. 

Joseph’s Cathedral, is to be pastor.”   

 

One hundred years ago: St. Wenceslaus, 

Baltimore (October 13, 1913)…  

 “In the evening in the basement of the 

Church, a play is given (in Bohemian) in honor 

of Father Superior [Fr. Edward Horning] for the 

benefit of the Church.  Title of the play is: Ceríj 

kìéž v lese [?]. The play, a drama, was played 

pretty well and was received with applause.”   

 The money raised from the admissions went 

toward the construction of a new church, 

building for which was approved the following 

month by Rome and the Archdiocese.  Building 

costs amounted to $116,000—down from 

$125,000 because the contractor supplied a 

slate roof instead of copper.   

 

One hundred years ago:  St. James, Baltimore 

(October 5, 1913)…  

 In Old Town, another sort of fundraising 

event took place: “Rev. Father [John 

Alphonsus] Lynch of Porto Rico [sic] preached 

at all the Masses today, asking the people to 

contribute towards a school to be erected in San 

Juan, our new foundation in Porto Rico [sic].  

Including a few private donations, the 

collection amounted to $8.00.”   

 Lynch, who had been stationed in 

Mayaguez from 1903-1911, had become the 

first rector of Puerta de Tierra.  In August 1913, 

the Redemptorists took on the pastoral care of 

the parish of St. Augustin in San Juan. 

 Similarly, when he preached the English 

Masses at Our Lady of Perpetual Help on East 

61
st
 Street in Manhattan the previous month, the 

house chronicler noted that Father Lynch “can 

draw money out of a stone,” and commended 

him for doing great work “in that God-forsaken 

Puerto Rico.” 

 

One hundred years ago: St. Mary’s College, 

North East, PA (October 6, 1913)…  

 “The picking of the grapes began today after 

dinner.  Only the seniors worked.  Study did not 

begin until 1:45 p.m., nor class till 3 p.m.  The 

grapes are being sold to the Welch Grape Juice 

Co. of North East.”   

 The harvest continued for the next several 

days and the relationship St. Mary’s had with 

Welch’s continued for years. 

 

One hundred years ago: St. Alphonsus, New 

York City (September 1913)…  

 “Improvements to the refectory and the 

library commenced.  The refectory and library 

will be enlarged and the addition will give more 

room and make the places lightsome.  We trust 

the work will not be impeded by bad weather.  

About September 18the the erection of the new 

Sisters’ house was begun.  Judging from the 

plans it will be spacious and comfortable and 

will be a truly religious house.”   

 As of the beginning of that school year, the 

Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary began 

staffing the school. 

 

One hundred years ago: Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help, New York City (September 14, 1913)…  

 “While at table news reaches us that two 

detectives have arrested the murderer of the girl 

whose torso was found in the Hudson River 

over a week ago.  He is said to be a priest—no 

particulars.  Extra has full account.  He is a 

certain German ‘Hans’ Schmidt—a priest 

attached to St. Joseph’s Church 125
th

 Street 

West Side.  We hold not a hope that it was false 

but alas only too true.  Now only hope lies in 
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the question: Is he a real priest or an imposter?  

We trust it’s the latter.” 

 The following day the chronicler wrote that 

the Redemptorists at East 61
st
 Street learned 

that Schmidt had been ordained and that he was 

arrested in Germany previously.  He was thus 

suspended in Germany, but Cardinal Farley of 

New York allowed him to minister in the 

archdiocese.  For this the chronicler stated that 

the Cardinal was “guilty of a horrible blunder.”  

Schmidt’s case became notorious.  He had 

carried on an affair with the victim, a former 

house keeper, who had immigrated to the 

United States from Austria.  His terrible crime 

came after learning of her pregnancy and, while 

at first acquitted on grounds of insanity, 

underwent a new trial that convicted him.  He 

was sentenced to the electric chair and was 

executed at Sing Sing Prison—the only 

Catholic clergyman to have been given the 

death penalty in United States history. –PJH  

# # #
 

Spotlight on the Brothers 
 

 The first brother of the Congregation to 

go to St. Mary’s, Annapolis, merely a month 

after its formal opening, was Brother Jacob 

(James) Engel.  He had become familiar 

with the Redemptorists while resident near 

Most Holy Redeemer on East Third Street in 

Manhattan, where he entered.  But it was in 

Annapolis that he received the habit on May 

15, 1853.  He was formerly a tailor and so 

was placed in charge of the tailor shop and 

front office.  Additionally, the novice master 

at the time, Father Gabriel Rumpler, would 

frequently call upon Brother Jacob to dismiss 

novices who Rumpler believed unfit to 

continue in the Congregation.  At times this 

caused Brother Jacob considerable distress, 

though he performed the duty under 

obedience.  Gradually, however, Brother 

Jacob’s docility was joined with prudence.  

As Father Rumpler’s mental faculties 

became increasingly diminished, Brother 

Jacob wisely diverted him from making a 

public spectacle and placed him in the care 

of the house physician.  Together with Father 

Francis Seelos, was able to provide Father 

Rumpler with proper treatment. 

 Brother Jacob’s second novitiate began 

on August 25, 1856 and he was professed 

March 2, 1857.  Between 1857 and 1871 he 

was assigned to other Redemptorist houses, 

but in November 1871 he settled at St. 

Alphonsus in New York, where he served as 

sacristan and porter until his health gave way 

in the summer of 1895.  With nearly a quarter 

century at the office door, Brother “Jake,” as 

he came to be known, was the model of 

patience and good will.  In June 1895 he 

suffered a slight stroke.  In late August, while 

attempting to recuperate in Boston at the 

Redemptorist house on Mission Hill, he 

underwent terrific pain in his leg and received 

a poor prognosis from the physicians at 

Massachusetts General Hospital.  After 

making a novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help, a confrere, Brother Oswald, admonished 

him to make some small offering in her honor, 

such as abstaining from fruit on Saturday.  If 

he were to do so, she might cure him.  Brother 

Jake stated matter-of-factly that he had not 

eaten fruit on Saturday for the last forty years.  

Serenity covered him and, with the community 

around him, he spoke his final words, 

September 8, 1895: “St. Alphonsus pray for 

me.” 

 Brother Jacob was 66 at the time of his 

death.  Born in Rehborn, Bavaria on May 29, 

1829, his body was returned to New York 

City, where it is interred in the Redemptorist 

crypt at Third Street. 

 

§   §   § 

 

 A short walk was all it took.  Brother 

Pancratius, the author of the short life of Brother 
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Jeremiah Keefe, lay blame for his demise on a 

cold caught while Brother Jeremiah walked from 

the garden to the greenhouse of St. Peter’s in St. 

John’s, New Brunswick.  Soon “typhoid 

pneumonia” set in and could not be reversed by 

any means.  Within a week he was dead.   

 Brother Jeremiah was born in Killarney, 

County Kerry, Ireland, on March 16, 1852 or 

1856.  The date of birth given in the Province 

Annals is the latter, and this is the date 
repeated by Father William Barry’s card index.  

Brother Pancratius, in his write up of Brother 

Jeremiah’s life, uses the earlier date.  He was 

invested at Annapolis on August 2, 1876—

though there is no record of this in the annals 

for St. Mary’s, only a mention in Province 

Investiture Book.  The date of admission is 

incorrectly recorded (February 2, 1876) in the 

Province Annals and repeated by the card 

index of Father William Barry.  Brother 

Jeremiah professed on April 11, 1883—though 

there is no record of this in the Province 

Profession Book, only a mention in the annals 

for St. Mary’s.  In the following year, 

according to the General Catalog, he was 

stationed at St. Patrick’s in Toronto—though 

there is no mention of him being assigned 

there in the Province Annals.  However, in the 

last two years of his life, 1888-1889, he is 

listed in the familia domus section of the 

Province Annals for the community of St. 

Peter’s in St. John’s, New Brunswick.  Nor, 

finally, is there agreement on the date of death.  

Brother Pancratius’ obit claims October 15, 

1889, while the Province Annals mark it two 

days later, October 17, 1889.  One thing can be 

confirmed by all, however:  all sources 

consulted are silent on where he is buried.  
 

†   †   † 
 

 For years, Brother Joachim 

Zavodka—a member of the OLPH 

community in Manhattan—had a small statue 

of Brother André Bissette, CSC, on his desk.  

Today it is Saint André.  When Brother 

Joachim died, February 24, 1958, it was 

recalled how similar the two saintly brothers 

were.  He, too, was an amiable porter and 

beloved by all. 

 Born October 31, 1877, in Necpaly, 

Turcianska Zupa, Czechoslovakia, he came to 

America in 1906 and took a job as a waiter.  

Four years later he entered the Congregation.  

He served at Ilchester from 1911-1912 and 

again from 1915-1916.  He served the 

Bohemians at St. Wenceslaus in Baltimore 

from 1916-1918 and again from 1921-1924.  

But the Czech parish of OLPH on East 61
st
 

Street held his heart from 1912-1915, 1918-

1921, and 1924-1958.  

 Owing to his interest in the Oriental 

liturgy, on the evening before his funeral, 

Father Clement Englert intoned a panachida 

before Brother’s coffin—the equivalent of the 

Libera in the Eastern rite. 
†   †   † 
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 Confreres remember each day the lives of 

their brothers who have departed this world.  

The first Necrology of the American mission, 

begun with the passing of Brother Gabriel (née 

Joseph) Bayer in 1847, was put together by 

more than one person.  Written in Latin, that 

volume not only shows signs of wear, but also 

several pages are missing.  It only accounts for 

the first twenty years of the deaths of 

Redemptorists in the United States—giving 

basic and anecdotal information on 46 lives.  

Thus, for the earliest record of the confreres’ 

lives it is useful, but it is important also to 

consult other sources.  Another library-bound 

volume based upon the mottled early necrology 

is written in crisp Latin, with all pages intact 

and covering the years 1847 to 1874.   

 Gradually these volumes were copied over 

and over, with slight embellishments from one 

version to the next.  Entries vary in length.  

Frater Sylvanus Egloff (August 18, 1878), for 

instance, merits a mere seven lines while, 

perhaps not surprisingly, Bishop John 

Neumann stretches for nearly 21 pages.  Some 

of these volumes are annotated with marginalia 

or corrected by later hands, though the guiding 

principle remains the same:  preserve the 

memory and cherish it. 

 The first several volumes of vitae order the 

names of the confreres chronologically by date 

of death.  However, in the 1870s a change was 

made in one of the volumes.  Priests and 

brothers would be remembered with their own 

sections of a single large quarto volume.  The 

first priest listed in this format is Father John 

Schneider (1873) and ends with Father John 

Rebhan (1879).  Several blank pages are left for 

“Additamenta.”  Nothing is said about the 

confreres who died prior to 1873, so other 
necrologia must be consulted.  Further, the 

period 1873 to 1875 is problematic in recording 

the vitae of deceased confreres.  A former 

archivist (likely Father John Byrne) explained 

that the vast American Province was divided 

when the Province of St. Louis was established 

on November 9, 1875.  “Those who had been 

sent from the East and who worked and died in 

one of the four foundations [of the St. Louis 

Province] prior to November 9, 1875 were 

members of the original Provincia Americana” 

and so their necrologies were written up by the 

Baltimore Province.  Thus, even though he died 

at New Orleans, the entry for Father John 

Schneider (1873) is supplied in the priests’ 

necrology for the years 1873 to 1879.   

 However, in this same volume, there is no 

entry for Father John Duffy (1874), the famed 

confrere of the New Orleans community.  

Father Benedict Neithart, also of the New 

Orleans community, supplied Father Joseph 

Wuest with a number of letters and other news 

about Father Duffy so that Wuest was able to 

write up a lengthy manuscript on the Irishman’s 

life, albeit three and a half years after his death. 

 The section on the brothers begins with 

Brother Gabriel mentioned above, the blood 

brother of Father Benedict Bayer, C.Ss.R., 

pastor of the old St. John’s German Catholic 

Church in Baltimore that was subsumed by St. 

James the Less.  We know very little about 

Brother Gabriel, even from his entry.  His birth 

date is unknown and we do not know precisely 

how or when he arrived in the United States.  

We know he was born in Harten in Baden, 

Germany, and made his profession in the 

United States on April 30, 1846, though the 

necrology has his profession date listed as 

September 8, 1845.  This is drawn from the 

Province Annals, but the profession catalogs 

give the 1846 date.  Together with his brother 

Benedict and a sister (who later became a Sister 

of Charity), the trio devoted themselves to the 

welfare of the people of St. John’s/St. James, 

Baltimore.  According to the necrology, 

Brother Gabriel died of a throat infection on 
July 3, 1847 (the date in the Province Annals is 

July 4), expiring “sanctissimum nomen ‘Jesu’ 

ultima pronuntians”—that is, with the name of 

Jesus on his lips.  

The Cherished Memories 
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 The usual birth, profession, ordination, and 

death dates are often combined with the 

confrere’s assignments.  Some marginalia 

reveal who assembled the data that a copyist 

later inserted.  For instance, in the necrology 

containing Brother Gabriel’s entry, Brother 

Aloysius Schuh’s vita was compiled, in the 

main, by Father Peter Frischbier (d. 1900).  

Schuh was one of the pioneer brothers to bring 

the Congregation to America in 1832 and the 

only brother of the original three who 

persevered on these shores. 

 An update to the 

nineteenth century biographies 

occurred in 1932 when Father 

Cornelius Warren collected all 

the data on the deceased to 

date.  In introducing the first 

“Cherished Memories” proper, 

Baltimore Provincial Andrew 

Kuhn, C.Ss.R., repeated 

Father Warren’s words (July 

5, 1932) to all the rectors:  

“Who can doubt that the 

recollection of her departed sons will serve to 

inspire us with an ambition to serve the cause 

of the Holy Redeemer as they have done.”  The 

book was to report “happenings of interest in 

the Congregation at large but especially of our 

own province, together with a brief obituary 

notice of deceased confreres … according to 

the date of their occurrence.”  Designed as a 

souvenir of the centennial of the introduction of 

the Redemptorists to America, the “Cherished 

Memories” was ordered read at supper each 

evening at Mount St. Alphonsus, so that 

seminarians could “come to know the men who 

have gone before them, blazing the trail.” 

 Periodically, further updates were made to 

the “Cherished Memories,” as in 1956 and 

1961.  These included names of the deceased 

who also were on the missions in the vice-

provinces.  Unfortunately, a lag in updating 

occurred in the years 

following Vatican II (a fate 

similarly inflicted on the 

keeping up of some house 

annals).  The seventh 

provincial chapter called for 

a republication of the 

“Cherished Memories.”  In 

1987 Father John Murray 

brought out a revised version 

of the “Cherished 

Memories” and this has had 

further amendment, made 

with relative ease, thanks to computers, in 

1990, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2004, 2009, 2010, and 

2012.  Father Murray’s text has also been used 

as a basis for other confreres’ versions.  Fathers 

Jack Kennington and Charles Brinkmann, for 

instance, have included new and crisper 

images, reformatted both texts and marginal 

images, and added corrections. – PJH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Century of Forgotten Men” 
 Among the most neglected ministries, though one of the most essential, is the office of procurator.  

A short article from a 1948 edition of the C.Ss.R. Chronicle attempted to give these confreres their due:  

“Just one hundred years ago the difficult financial state of the houses of C.SS.R. and precarious 

bookkeeping methods employed occasioned the appointment of the first Procurator to these shores, RP 

John Kaltenbach.  Or did you ever hear of the twelve who followed him?  RRPP Anthony Schmidt, 

Leopold Petsch, George Beranek, Peter Frischbier, Peter Cronenberg, Francis Tschenhens, Thaddeus 

Anwander, Frederick Brandstaetter, Joseph Wuest, George Dusold, Charles Becker, and Louis Smith.  

RP Dusold with twenty-four years to his credit in that office and RP Louis Smith with twenty-two ruled 

the bookkeeping roost the longest.  These are the mend behind the books and bills and buildings, 

gathering no headlines but with plenty of dollar sign headaches…A century of forgotten men.” 

 

Several other men took up the office of procurator in the intervening years—Fathers John Renehan 

(1947-1952), Hugo Hahn (1952-1954), William Smith (1954-1975), Raymond McCarthy (1975-1990), 

Francis Nelson (1990-2002), Jerry Knapp (2002-2005), and Ed Faliskie (2005-present). –PJH  
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An Interesting Letter about St. John Neumann’s 
Sainthood Cause 

 

St. Peter’s Church 

1019 N. Fifth Street 

Philadelphia, Pa         April 28, 1929 

 

The Very Rev. James Barron, C.Ss.R. 

526 59
th

 St. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

 

Very Reverend and dear Father Provincial: 

 

 During my recent interviews with His Eminence, Cardinal Dougherty, with the Censor 

Librorum, who is at the same time Rector of our diocesan Seminary at Overbrook, and with the 

few other priests of the diocese with whom I happened to come in contact the last few months, it 

seemed to me that they all, from the Cardinal down, were more or less in the dark about the 

status of the CAUSE of our Venerable Confrere Bishop.  To instance only a few examples.  His 

Eminence did not seem to know that Bishop Neumann 

had one miracle to his credit in Europe.  Not so long ago 

he asked one of the other Fathers of the House, “Was 

Neumann an Auxiliary Bishop?”  The Diocesan Censor, 

in the course of my hour’s conversation with him, 

queried, “Is Neumann beatified yet?”  To dispel such 

ignorance and begin to put a little enthusiasm in its place, 

it was deemed opportune to edit and to publish a more up 

to date, a more attractive (one that could be handed to the 

diocesan authorities; our old folder certainly was a cheap 

get-up) and a more comprehensive folder for the sake of 

promoting the Cause of our Venerable Confrere.  If we do 

not advertise him, who in the world is going to do it?  An 

additional reason for the publication of the NEW 

FOLDER may also be mentioned here.  Father Henze 

recently told me that our Postulator, Father D’Orazio, 

would like to have any noteworthy facts concerning the 

CAUSE (no doctor’s certificates are necessary) sent over 

to Rome.  The NEW FOLDER—page 4—will certainly 

help to accomplish this.  In you [sic] last letter to me, 

Your Reverence expressed willingness to help me in my 

little undertakings.  Hence I ask this favor of you.  Kindly 

see that the censors, No. 1 and 2, use a little metropolitan speed in sending the enclosed copy 

back to you for final approval, so that the NEW FOLDER may soon be well edited and printed 

here in Philadelphia. 

Your devoted confrere, 

/s/ (Rev.) Andrew H. Schreck, C.Ss.R. 

 

St. Peter the Apostle Church, Philadelphia 
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P.S.—There is yet another reason why I would appreciate very much the early return of the 

enclosed copy.  Our Cardinal will probably go to Rome some time in the very near future.  

Before his departure I would like to get the necessary IMPRIMATUR for Publishing the New 

Folder.  And then very soon thereafter, present His Eminence with a few copies of that new 

folder.  Such an act of courtesy might get His Eminence interested in the Cause of Neumann, 

particularly during his coming stay in the Eternal City.  – A.H.S., C.Ss.R. 

 

Editor’s note: The “NEW FOLDER” for Cardinal Dougherty has not been located in the papers 

of St. John Neumann.  Not yet!  There is a pamphlet issued by Fr. Schreck from St. Peter’s in 

1929. – PJH
 

 

Father Giuseppe Orlandi, 1935-2013: In Memoriam 
 

 On Sunday, August 11, 2013, Father 

Giuseppe Orlandi passed away at the Generalate 

residence of St. Alphonsus in Rome.  Some 

weeks before, he had been diagnosed with an 

incurable ailment.  He had been a member of the 

Redemptorist Historical 

Institute for over four 

decades. 

 Born in Modena, in 

northern Italy, on July  8, 

1935, he professed his vows 

in the Congregation of the 

Most Holy Redeemer on 

September 29, 1954.  His ordination to the 

priesthood followed on October 25, 1959.   

 He received his degree in Church History 

at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 1966. 

Prior to that he had earned a diploma in archival 

science at the Vatican School of Paleography in 

1961, and another diploma in Christian 

archaeology at the Pontifical Institute of 

Christian Archaeology in 1962. 

 Orlandi was professor of church history at 

the Redemptorist theologate in Cortona from 

1963 until 1967, and since 1985 had been a 

professor of hagiography on the theological 

faculty of the Pontifical Lateran University. 

 Since 1968 he was a member of our 

Historical Institute, for which he served as 

secretary from 1968 until 1985.  In that same 

period he also held the position of managing 

director of the Institute’s publication, 

Spicilegium Historicum.  He was a member of 

the Accademia Nazionale di Scienze, Lettere e 

Arti di Modena. In 1997 he was named a 

consultor of the Vatican Congregation of the 

Causes of Saints, and remained so until his 

death. 

 Father Orlandi was the author of numerous 

of books and articles, with a specialty in the 

religious history of the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries.  Perhaps his most 

important contribution was his critical edition of 

the Letters of St. Alphonsus de Liguori with the 

first volume appearing in 2004.  In the 

Spicilegium Historicum alone he published a 

total of seventy-seven articles. 

 As he lay dying three members the 

Historical Institute were at his side joining in the 

Litany of the Madonna of Loreto.  His funeral 

liturgy was held in the Church of Sant’Alfonso 

in Rome on August 13.  Superior General 

Michael Brehl presided and the homily was 

preached by Father Giovanni Congiu, provincial 

of the Roman province, with many members of 

the same province in attendance. 

 The next issue of Spicilegium Historicum 

will carry a complete bibliography of all of 

Father Orlandi’s works. – Adam Owczarski, 

C.Ss.R. and Gilbert Enderle, C.Ss.R. 
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A ‘Father Baker Boy’ Makes 

Good: Thomas Galvin, C.Ss.R. 
 

 Thomas A. Galvin was born in Buffalo in 

the cathedral parish of St. Joseph, March 10, 

1864.   His mother, Anne Bagley Galvin, died 

nearly four years later in 1871.  Shortly after 

her death, Galvin’s father Martin joined the 

military.  He drowned in 1875.  As a resident of 

the St. Joseph Orphan Boys’ Asylum in West 

Seneca (Lackawanna), New York, Galvin was 

raised in the faith by Sisters of St. Joseph and it 

is here that his vocation was fostered.  After a 

period of youthful rambunctiousness, Galvin 

was placed, according to his own 

autobiography, “under the personal care, 

guidance, and holy influence or my best earthly 

friend, the Rev. Nelson H. Baker.”  In fact, for 

Father Baker’s first Mass in Lackawanna, 

March 25, 1876—the occasion of his assuming 

responsibility for the orphanage—Galvin was 

the acolyte.  It was Baker who recommended 

Galvin to then provincial Father Elias Shauer.  

By September 1880, Galvin was in the minor 

seminary at Ilchester and, when the property at 

North East was secured, began studies at St. 

Mary’s College.  He professed in 1887 and was 

ordained by Cardinal James Gibbons, 

December 7, 1892. 

 Galvin was involved in two distinct and 

important ministries—the deaf and the 

apostolate to Black Catholics.  Early in his 

career, he gave missions to the deaf.  When 

Father Henry Schorp inquired of Galvin in 

1930 about his recollections on the beginnings 

of his mission-retreat work with deaf-mutes, he 

indicated that his memory was poor.  Further 

that Galvin “destroyed all my manuscripts and 

Mission Lists, etc.”  Nevertheless, he did recall 

his first experience giving such missions.  It 

was to the St. Joseph Institute for Girls in 

Brooklyn, New York, in 1901.  Though he 

could not be certain, his next mission was on 

West Biddle Street in Baltimore, likely at the 

Convent of the Sacred Heart, which ran a 

school for some two dozen deaf students at the 

time.  Galvin also lectured widely in cities such 
as St. Louis, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Erie, and 

other places.   

 According to this letter, he began to 

become interested in the deaf while a confessor 

in Boston’s Mission Church, which drew 

several deaf penitents.  Over the course of his 

career, he “heard” thousands of confessions of 

the deaf and signed scores of retreats both in 

and out of churches in the northeast quadrant of 

the United States.  Many came from great 

distances to participate in the renewals.  Most 

importantly, he reached many deaf people who 

had never had the Gospel preached to them or 

had it made intelligible to them by a Catholic 

priest.  In 1911, when he returned to the 

“Mission Helpers” at the Sacred Heart Convent 

in Baltimore, Cardinal Gibbons assisted in the 

closing of the mission.  The following year he 

was made superior of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help in Brooklyn, though he occasionally 

preached in sign.  Perhaps the largest 

congregation of the deaf that he reached was in 
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the Jesuit parish of St. Francis Xavier in New 

York City in May 1920.  On that mission he 

heard close to a thousand confessions.  

Afterward, the people presented Galvin with a 

large silver loving cup, on which was inscribed: 

“Presented to Rev. Thomas A. Galvin by the 

Xavier Ephepheta Society, New York, in 

recognition of his devoted service of twenty-

five years in behalf of the Catholic deaf-mutes 

of the United States, 1895-1920.” 

 With respect to the “Negro Apostolate,” 

Galvin himself wrote in December 1932 that 

“up to date we have in less than a year brought 

into the Church and baptized 333 Colored 

Converts of whom 199 have already been 

confirmed.  Of these 333 I myself baptized 285, 

Father [Nelson] Baker having baptized the 

other 48 during my stay at Ilchester last year.  I 

am thankful to God that He allowed me the 

opportunity and just sufficient health to 

promote His honor and glory and to save the 

souls of this most abandoned class of people.”  

 Earlier in 1932, Galvin wrote a report of 

this apostolate, lauding the efforts of then 

Monsignor Baker—who was over 90 years old 

at the time—to assist the hungry masses who 

lined up outside his door.  The destitute were 

aided without regard to their ethnic, racial, or 

religious background.  Galvin noted the 

following:   

 

It is generally known that among the 

cherished desires of Father Baker’s 

long life was the evangelization of the 

millions of pagan Negroes in the United 

States.  Providentially, several thousand 

of these Negroes were brought from the 

Southern States to work in the ‘Steel 

Plant’ of Lackawanna.  When Father 

Baker beheld these unfortunate, 

spiritually-benighted Negroes 

wandering about town without Baptism, 

his heart grieved and he felt stricken in 

conscience that he, the Vicar General of 

the Diocese, would allow so deplorable 

a condition to exist at his own door and 

nobody attempting anything for the 

religious amelioration of the poor 

Colored people.  He often spoke to the 

writer of these lines, asking his advice 

about plans he was contemplating on 

behalf of the Negroes. 

 

 Galvin’s insight into Baker’s interest in 

this apostolate was contextualized further in the 

report, which claimed that “there existed in 

Father Baker’s household a spirit of hostility 

and vindictiveness against any project that 

Father Baker might inaugurate in favor of the 

‘Dirty Nigger Bums’ as they were styled.  The 

animosity and inimical sentiments were so 

intense that life would become nigh intolerable 

for any visiting Priest who would be induced to 

take charge of the work.”  For Galvin’s part, he 

became frightened at Baker’s suggestion that he 

instruct Black Catholic converts.  When Bishop 

William Turner asked Galvin if he would do so, 

he finally acquiesced.  In the civic sphere, too, 

Galvin encountered numerous instances of 

blatant bigotry.  He relayed one example of a 

class of neophytes that he instructed.  On their 

way home a dozen were rounded up by a police 

officer and brought to Court for vagrancy.  The 

judge, in turn, “ordered some to leave town in 

twenty-four hours; a few were sent to jail.”  

This police persecution, Galvin lamented, went 

on for weeks.  He likened the ones who were 

expelled from Lackawanna to “the first 

Christians fleeing to other countries [who] 

brought with them the light of faith and 

scattered the seed of Christianity among their 

Colored brethren.”  Knowing that the 

catechumens would be harassed or that some 

sacrilege or affront to the Bishop might occur 

on the occasion of their confirmation, the 

converts were spirited secretly to Buffalo by 

Father Baker, billeted there, and confirmed in 

May 1932.  Galvin went every morning to 

instruct them and in the afternoons went out to 

Lackawanna to work with Black Catholics 

there.  Between February 2, 1932 and 

December 31, 1932, Galvin reported that “over 
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500 Colored people came to the instructions 

regularly or irregularly according to the varying 

circumstances.” 

 Father Galvin died in Buffalo, September 

20, 1933, in his seventieth year.  He was buried 

in the Redemptorist plot at Calvary Cemetery.  

His friend, mentor, and brother priest, 

Monsignor Baker, gave the final absolution.  In 

January 2011 Pope Benedict declared Baker 

venerable; Galvin awaits his crown. – PJH  

 

 

AKA: Carl, Charles, Charlie, Hoegie, “the 

sage of St. Mary’s” 

 

 Carl W. Hoegerl was born October 10, 

1923, in Harmonsburg, Pennsylvania, near 

“metropolitan Meadville,” and was schooled 

in St. Peter’s Parish in Conneautville.  He 

grew up in a farm house, the son of John and 

Rosa (Turcovics) Hoegerl.  His father was the 

brew master of the Sharon Brewing Company, 

in Sharon, Pennsylvania, and he commuted 

each week from Harmonsburg to Sharon, 

returning for the weekend.  He took the inter-

urban streetcar that ran in front of the house to 

Lineville, where he got the Bessemer Railroad 

to Sharon.  The importance of the streetcar 

and train system running through this part of 

the state engendered a life-long fascination 

with locomotion in young Carl.   

 His older brother Ludwig did what little 

farming was required on the family farm.  Carl 

had three other brothers: Otto, Joseph, and 

John.  He also has a sister, Mrs. William 

Massett, of West Seneca, New York.   

 Carl Hoegerl was baptized in November 

1923 in the Chestnut Corner Church of the 

Conneautville parish by a Father Butler.  In 

1935 he made his confirmation at St. Agatha’s 

in Meadville, before Bishop John Gannon of 

the Diocese of Erie.  He attended the Sacred 

Heart Grammar School in Erie Pennsylvania 

between 1930-1934 (grades 1-4) and St. 

Agatha’s in Meadville, Pennsylvania between 

1934-1938 (grades 5-8).  He pursued high 

school studies at St. Mary’s College, North 

East, Pennsylvania from 1938-1942 and 

entered the college program at St. Mary’s 

between 1942-1944.  He was class organist 

and, in his last year, was valedictorian.  He 

commenced his novitiate as a Redemptorist at 

St. Mary’s College, Ilchester, Maryland from 

1944-1945.  He made his profession on 

August 2, 1945.  His theological studies were 

pursued at Mount St. Alphonsus, Esopus, New 

York, 1945-1951.  While a student, he and 

classmate William Nayden, C.Ss.R., made a 

translation from the German of Pius Parsch’s 

widely used commentary, The Breviary 

Explained (St. Louis and London, 1952). He 

was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop 

Stephen Donahue of New York in the chapel 

at Mount St. Alphonsus on June 18, 1950.   

 After ordination and the completion of his 

tercenium at Annapolis, Maryland, he began 

graduate studies in medieval history at the 

Catholic University of America, from which 

he took an M.A. in 1953, producing a thesis 

on Islam in late antique Spain.  There he 

studied with several important medievalists—

Martin McGuire, Brian Tierney, and 

Monsignor Aloysius K. Ziegler.  After 

graduate school he was assigned to the minor 

seminary at North East between 1953 and 

1964, teaching Latin, Greek, English, and 

History.  He moved from North East to 

Esopus in 1964 and was professor of church 

history until 1972.  To gain greater 

proficiency in subjects of interest, Father 

Hoegerl was certified in Spanish and 

Intercultural Studies at the Catholic University 

of America’s summer school in 1964.  He was 

certified in July 1965 by Peter Wilhousky in a 

master class in choral conducting.   

 Additionally, his scholarship was served 

through an American Association of 

Theological Schools travelling fellowship for 

study in Europe.  He enrolled for three 

semesters between 1967 and 1968 at the 

CARL HOEGERL, CSSR: 

2013 Seelos Award Winner 
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University of Muenster, in the province of 

Westphalia, Germany.  There he expanded his 

understanding of Reformation history and the 

theology of Martin Luther, even venturing into 

East Berlin to witness the 450
th

 anniversary 

celebrations of Luther’s famous 95 Theses.   

 While in Europe for this research he 

managed to travel extensively in the holiday 

periods and at one point was able to cross the 

Arctic Circle through Finland.  Father Hoegerl 

incorporated all of these experiences into his 

teaching and publication, eventually resulting 

in a number of book reviews in this field in 

publications like the Catholic Historical 

Review, American Ecclesiastical Review, and 

Zeitschrift für Missionswissenschaft.  In 

addition to his teaching, he was Prefect of 

Students at the Mount between 1968 and 

1972—a time when the residual effects of the 

Second Vatican Council were beginning to be 

felt in profound ways in religious life.  In 

1971 he earned his second graduate degree, 

obtaining the M.S. in Education from Iona 

College in New Rochelle, New York.   

 Though he remained a member of the 

community at St. Mary’s, Annapolis, 1972-

1973, Father Hoegerl was appointed Master of 

Novices for the three American provinces: 

Baltimore, Oakland, and St. Louis.  That year, 

he resided at the novitiate at Immaculate 

Conception Seminary, Oconomowoc, 

Wisconsin and was part of the preparatory 

team that established the novitiate.  He 

remained as Novice Master until 1978.  

Meanwhile, in 1972, he took an additional 

course in Clinical Pastoral Education (1 unit). 

 Father Hoegerl became pastor and 

superior of Saints James and John Parish, 

1978-1980.  His work in the parish, though 

brief, enabled him to minister to one of the 

oldest foundations in the province and to 

collect a large reservoir of information on 

Redemptorist history in Baltimore.   

In 1980 he was appointed by Father 

Joseph Pfab, the Redemptorist superior 

general, to be a member of the Redemptorist 

Historical Institute with residence in Rome at 

the Collegio San’Alfonso.  At the same time 

was appointed as executive secretary of the 

Commisio de Spiritu CSSR (Commission on 

Redemptorist Spirituality), 1983-1986.  In this 

capacity published two books: Heart Calls to 

Heart: An Alphonsian Anthology (Rome, 

1982) and Founding Texts of Redemptorists: 

Early Rules and Allied Documents (Rome, 

1986).  In 1984, again at the request of Father 

Pfab, he was asked to begin work on the 

Cause for Canonization of Servant of God, 

Francis Xavier Seelos, C.Ss.R.  He was then 

appointed by the Prefect of the Congregation 

of Saints as ‘external assistant’ to the Director 

General of Historical Causes for 

Canonization.  This was a part-time project 

until 1987, when it became full-time.  The 

result was the publication of the three volume 

Positio super Vita, Virtutibus et Fama 

Sanctitatis between 1996 and 1998.  Father 

Hoegerl was able to canvass important 

archives around Europe for information on 
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Father Seelos and this also broadened his 

knowledge of the history of the Baltimore 

Province as well.  As a result of his work on 

the Positio, which the Congregation for Saints 

Causes believed to be a model treatise, Seelos 

was beatified April 9, 2000.  Father Hoegerl 

concelebrated the beatification Mass with 

Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square. 

 Since its inception in 1987, Father 

Hoegerl has been a member of the group that 

has become known as the Institute of 

Redemptorist Historical Studies of North 

America (IRHS-NA).  He was chairman of the 

Institute until his resignation in 2004; but 

remains involved in writing the early section 

of the history of the Redemptorists in North 

America for the General History of the 

Congregation.   

 His contribution to the history of the 

Baltimore Province is prodigious as well.  He 

was founder, in 1974, with Brother Barnabas 

Hipkins, of The Province Story, which has 

been superseded by the Redemptorist North 

American Historical Bulletin (first issue April, 

1994).  Additionally, he has made significant 

contributions to the historical patrimony of the 

whole Congregation when, in 1975, he 

founded with Father Walter Karrer, and later 

solely edited the Redemptorist publication 

Spiritus Patris, which completed its 30
th

 

volume of essays in November 2004. 

 In 1989, Father Hoegerl was re-assigned 

to the Provincial House to become archivist of 

the Baltimore Province.  He succeeded 

Brother Barnabas Hipkins, C.Ss.R., and 

became the house chronicler for Our Lady of 

Good Counsel.  Since then he not only 

organized the archive with assistance from Sr. 

Mary Caritas Bonifer, he has been called upon 

to give numerous talks and become the 

unofficial province historian.  He continued in 

this dual capacity until 2011 when he became 

Archivist Emeritus, though he continues to 

write and lecture when called upon.  During 

his tenure as province archivist, Father 

Hoegerl worked on three books:  with Alicia 

von Stamwitz, A Life of Blessed Francis 

Xavier Seelos, Redemptorist, 1819-1867 

(Liguori, 2000); a second edition of Father 

Michael Curley’s Cheerful Ascetic: The Life 

of Francis Xavier Seelos (Fr. Byron Miller, 

ed., Seelos Center, 2002); and the translator 

and editor of Sincerely Seelos: The Collected 

Letters of Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos (New 

Orleans: Seelos Center, 2008).  Father 

Hoegerl was also a consultant for a 

contribution to the Classics of Western 

Spirituality series, published by Paulist Press; 

namely, Alphonsus Liguori: Selected Writings 

(Fr. Frederick M. Jones, ed., 1999).  He also 

contributed articles to the Lexicon of 

Redemptorist Spirituality (eds. Frs. Sean 

Wales and Dennis Billy, General Secretariat 

for Redemptorist Spirituality, 2011). 

 Father Hoegerl’s pastoral zeal had not 

subsided even though he took on the archival 

work full-time.  In December 1991, John 

Cardinal O’Connor appointed him temporary 

administrator of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

parish in Manhattan, the Redemptorist church 

on East 61
st
 Street.  The appointment ended 

within a matter of months.  However, he also 

helped out faithfully on nearly every weekend 

at Our Lady of Hope Church in Carle Place, 

Long Island, between 1992 and 1999. 

 Among Father Hoegerl’s interests is his 

enjoyment of nature.  He assisted in the 

greenhouse while a student at Esopus and later 

in life grew orchids.  He is also renowned for 

his walks around Manhattan (where he 

chronicles every church he visits) and earlier 

in life, for mountain climbing, particularly in 

the White Mountains of New Hampshire.  In 

the Whites he summited nearly all of the 

“Presidents” in that chain of mountains with 

elevations above 4000 feet.   

Ad multos annos!– PJH 
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