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With the advent of the 

sesquicentennial anniversary year of 
Pope Pius IX’s committing the icon 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help to 
the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, and subsequent to 
several requests, we are happy to 
present a listing of the first known 
shipments to the United States of the 
copies of the icon.  As is well 
known, the image of the Madonna 
and child is the most reproduced in 
the world.  A significant reason for 
this is that it was installed for 
veneration by the faithful in 
churches around the world.  In the 
United States that began in 1868.  
Without making any claim that this 

Chronology of the Icon of  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

the United States 
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is either definitive or exhaustive, it should be at least a reliable guide.  The sources for 
information on the icon vary—from the registries in the Redemptorist General 
Historical Archive in Rome (AGHR), to earlier versions of this chronology kept in the 
Baltimore Province Archives, to the authentics pasted on the reverse side of the icons 
themselves.  Not all of the sources are reliable.  The master registry which is located in 
the General Archives in Rome, lists the first two icons—the original and the gift to the 
pope (#2)—but the next entry is for the fortieth icon, which went to Fribourg.  In some 
instances, as in the case of the OLPH icon at Most Holy Redeemer on East Third Street 
in Manhattan, the authentic has almost completely disintegrated and so the numeric 
history of its provenance may be in doubt.  Fortunately, however, someone pre-empted 
this loss by photographing the reverse side of the icon.  On this image we can see the 
issue number 116 and the distinct signature of Father General Mauran, but this is the 
only known instance of a photograph of the verso of the initial shipments.  

 

 

 

 

In the following list the number of the icon is provided when available.  The chronology 

relates the first shipments and installations of the icon in the United States. 
 

1. February 29, 1868.  According to the AGHR Master Registry of shipments of the icon, 

#65 was sent to the Provincial of the American Province “per la Chiesa della nostra 

Congregazione” (for a Church of our Congregation).  Neither the destination, nor the 

arrival date are known.  The next two entries for the Master Registry (#66, 67) are blank. 

RABP, Photograph Collection, Most Holy 

Redeemer, NYC: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Icon, verso, c. 1940s and 2015 
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2. August 15, 1868.  Presuming three icons arrive in the United States, the first was installed 

on this date in the novitiate chapel at St. Mary’s, Annapolis.  Father Provincial Joseph 

Helmpraecht took the occasion to exhort the confreres on the use of “the great treasure.”   

3. December 6, 1868.  First OMPH icon installed for public veneration: Church of St. James 

the Less, Baltimore. 

4. February 15, 1869. Installation and blessing of icon at St. Clement’s College, Ilchester. 

5. August 10, 1869.  Recording of an American shipment, though the agent—a Mr. 

Schmitt—actually shipped the icons on August 14, per a note in the AGHR Master 

Registry.  These were sent to the American Provincial, Father Helmprecht, for eventual 

distribution.  Four icons (##114, 115, 116, and 117 in the AGHR Master Registry) were 

sent to Baltimore.  The first was destined for the Benedictine monastery in the Diocese of 

St. Paul, that is, Collegeville’s St. John’s Abbey.  The second, third, and fourth were 

destined for Redemptorist churches, though in the Roman record, it is not known which 

ones.  #116 was sent, eventually, to Most Holy Redeemer in New York City. 

6. October 31, 1869.  Installation was made at St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum on East 89th 

Street with a solemn blessing by Fathers Eberhard and Pries.  Whether this was one of the 

icons shipped from Rome per #4 above is not known from the house chronicles and its 

whereabouts are a mystery. 

7. December 1869.  According to the house chronicles found in the Redemptorist Archives 

of the Baltimore Province (RABP), three painted copies of OLPH arrived from Rome.  

They were destined for New York, Pittsburgh, and Boston. 

a. December 29, 1869, one of the OLPH pictures (#116) arrived from Rome and 

was kept in the sacristy at 3rd Street until a suitable place of veneration in the 

church was decided upon. 

b. May 1, 1870, blessing and erection at Most Holy Redeemer, New York City.  

The Triduum was conducted; a cure is noted from St. Francis Hospital, 5th 

Street. 

8. August 28, 1870.  A crowned icon was shipped to Bishop 

Martin Henni of Milwaukee (pictured right) for the church 

of the “Sisters of Our Lord” though this is perhaps the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame.  It bore #158.  

9. September 10, 1870.  The AGHR Master Registry lists four 

icons (##160, 161, 162, and 163) shipped on this day bound 

for America.   

a. The first, #160, went to the Provincial seat at St. 

Alphonsus, Baltimore, but it was “per la Chiesa del 

SSmi. Redentore a New York.”  The annotation is 

hardly accurate, since Most Holy Redeemer had 

already installed and blessed its icon in May (see 6b, 

above).  

b. The second, #161, was destined for “la nuova Chiesa della Madonna del P. 

Soccorso, a Boston.”      

c. The third, #162, was destined for Pittsburgh, for the Church of St. Philomena. 

d. The fourth, #163, was destined for Chicago, for the Church of St. Michael. 

10. September 20, 1870.  Though it was not shipped until October 2, the AGHR Master 

Registry notes that #165 was bound for Bishop Martin “Henny” (sic, Henni), for the 
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church of the Sisters of St. Agnes, then located in Barton, Wisconsin.  It is not known 

whether the icon arrived at this convent because the sisters moved that year to Fond du 

Lac. 

11. December 8, 1870. Installation at St. Michael’s, Chicago (pictured below).  

12. February 15, 1871.  The AGHR Master Registry notes that ## 176 and 177 were shipped 

to Father Helmprecht, but the 

destination was unknown.  The shipping 

agent was Franz Roesler. 

13. April 30, 1871.  Installation at St. 

Philomena’s, Pittsburgh. 

14. May 6, 1871.  Installation at St. Peter 

the Apostle, Philadelphia. 

15. May 28, 1871. Feast of Pentecost, 

installation above the High Altar, Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help, Boston. 

16. June 17 and 20, 1872.  Two shipments 

recorded.  #230 is recorded as going to 

St. Mary’s Church, New Orleans, in the 

care of Father Jaeckel.  #231 went to the 

private chapel of Mr. Thomas Layton, 

president of the Southern Bank in New Orleans and treasurer of the Archconfraternity of 

St. Peter, a benevolent society that sent funds to the pope. The shipping agent is Franz 

Roesler, who ships it on July 2. 

17. March 22, 1873.  #267 sent to Father Helmprecht at the provincial house in Baltimore for 

the intended destination of the Redemptorists’ Church of St. Joseph, Rochester, New 

York.  N.B.—a note appended to the AGHR Master Registry (coming after the entry for 

#913) indicates that ##267 and 268 arrived at the Church of St. Joseph and accepted by 

the Rector of the Rochester community, Father George Ruland. 

18. April 10, 1873.  #268 sent to the Benedictines of New Ulm, Minnesota, for the church 

dedicated to the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. 

19. May 26, 1873.  #277 is registered in the AGHR Master Registry with a ship date of June 

10 to St. Louis.  It is destined for the private chapel of the Sisters of Mercy’s hospital. 

20. July 3, 1873.  Installation at St. Joseph’s, 

Rochester. 

21. July 8, 1873.  Father General Nicholas 

Mauron sends a copy to newly appointed 

Bishop of Savannah, Bishop William Gross, 

C.Ss.R., (pictured left) for his new cathedral.  

It is listed in the AGHR Master Registry as 

#281 and came to Savannah by way of New 

York City.  N.B.—a note appended to the 

AGHR Master Registry (after the entry for 

#913) indicates that there were two icons for 

Savannah. 

22. July 14, 1873.  AGHR shipment of #283 to a 

missionary, one Joseph Andoine Winter of 
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Pittsburgh, for his private oratory.  

No record of this man has been 

found. 

23. December 7, 1873.  Installation St. 

Alphonsus, Rock Church, St. 

Louis (pictured right; photo by 

Johnny Andrews, STLouisToday).  

24. January 31, 1874.  By the direction 

of the American Seminary in 

Rome, #299 was shipped on 

February 2 to “Signor Abbate Jean 

O’Fallon Pope di St. Louis” 

[Missouri]. 

25. February 18, 1874.  Through the 

Fathers at Cumberland, Maryland, 

by direction of Father 

Brandstaetter, #302 is entrusted to 

the Carmelites for their church.  

Shipped February 28. 

26. August 16, 1874.  ##319, 320, 321 

shipped to New Orleans. 

a. The first went to the 

Church of St. Maurice. 

b. The second went to the Church of St. Alphonsus “of our fathers.”  

c. The third went to the Church of St. Henry, a church for German Catholics. 

27. September 29, 1874, in New Orleans: St. Alphonsus, St. Mary’s, and Notre Dame and 

install icons. 

28. May 5, 1875.  #352 sent to St. Patrick’s, Quebec City—the first shipment of the icon to 

Canada. 

29. May 6, 1875.  #353 sent to Chatawa for the chapel of our fathers dedicated to St. Teresa. 
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Note the OLPH icon on the left.  Photo courtesy of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Cooper Postcard Collection, Item 2563. 

 

30. May 8, 1875.  #354 sent to New Orleans for the parochial church of St. Francis de Sales. 

31. July 20, 1875.  #363 sent to Mr. William Schickel, Architect, of New York (346 

Broadway), for his office. 

32. November 4, 1875.  #377 sent care of Father Brandstaetter for the parochial Church of 

the Ascension, Diocese of St. Paul. 

33. November 20, 1876.  #430 sent to Webster, New York in the Diocese of Rochester for 

the Church of the Most Holy Trinity. 

34. January 6, 1877.  #436 sent to Rev. William Hinssen, for the parochial Church of St. 

Agatha in St. Louis.  The Church was for German Catholics; the AGHR Master Registry 

incorrectly lists the priest’s name as Hinsen and queries whether the icon will be used in a 

monastic house. 

35. March 26, 1877.  #447 sent to the Sulpicians in Montreal, Canada, for the Church of the 

Most Holy Name of Mary, Rev. Victor Rousselot, rector. 

36. September 2, 1877.  #478 sent to the Redemptorist Church of St. Boniface, care of the 

superior Francis X. Schnüttgen, C.Ss.R.  On September 11, 1877 the first 

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Perpetual Help was established in North America at St. 

Boniface.  The first subscribed member was Archbishop Wood of Philadelphia.   

37. June 18, 1878.  #542 sent to Biddeford, in the Diocese of Portland in Maine, care of John 

F. Pensardin for the Church of St. Joseph. 

38. July 15, 1878.  #546 sent to Kansas City by way of Baltimore Provincial Elias Schauer, 

for the new Redemptorist parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

39. March 14, 1879.  #584 sent to Buffalo for the Redemptorist Church of St. Mary’s. 

40. May 12, 1879.  #607, a miniature of the icon is presented to Father Augustine Stuhl, 

C.Ss.R., most likely for private veneration. 

41. May 21-26, 1879.  ##609, 610, 611, 612, 613, 614. 
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a. The first, #609, was a miniature of the icon for the private chapel of the Bishop of 

Baltimore, presented by Father Provincial Elias Schauer.  

b. The second, #610, was for the new foundation in Baltimore, the church dedicated 

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

c. The third, #611, was for the public Chapel of St. Clement in Ilchester, Maryland. 

d. The fourth, #612, was for the juvenate chapel of the Twelve Apostles at Mount St. 

Clement’s College (the name changed to St. Mary’s in 1882), Ilchester, Maryland. 

e. The fifth, #613, was for the Redemptorist shrine Church of Ste. Anne-de-Beaupré 

in Canada.  

f. The sixth, #614, was sent to Annapolis.  Likely it went to the Redemptorist 

Church of St. Mary, but the AGHR Master Registry indicates it was “per la nostra 

Chiesa dedicata al l’Immacolata Concezzione di Maria.” 

42. July 29, 1879.  Installation at St. Alphonsus, Baltimore. 

43. March 22, 1880.  Through the efforts of Father Schnüttgen, #666 is presented to the 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd in Philadelphia for veneration in their chapel of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. 

44. March 26, 1880.  #667 sent to the Sisters of Charity of Halifax for use in their chapel of 

St. Vincent de Paul in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  N.B.—in the AGHR Master Registry, this 

entry is erroneously labeled “Inghilterra.” 

45. June 2, 1880.  #684, a miniature of the icon was sent to Father Augustine Stuhl at 

Ilchester, “pel suo fratello” (for his brother). 

46. October 30, 1880.  #709 sent to Troy Hill, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, for the 

parochial Church of the Name of Jesus, under the care of Rev. Gilbert Mollinger. 

47. November 30, 1880.  #716 sent to the Archbishop of Philadelphia, James Wood, for use 

in his private chapel.  Presented by Father Provincial Elias Schauer. 

48. December 26, 1880.  #723 sent to the Sisters of Mercy, Brooklyn, New York, through 

Father Augustine Stuhl, for use in their chapel of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, then located 

on Willoughby Avenue in “Brookling” (sic). 

49. April 20, 1881.  #748 sent to Mr. Francis A. Drexel (father of St. Katharine Drexel), 1503 

Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for use in their home. 

50. July 12-16, 1881.  ##766, 767, 769. 

a. The first, #766 was sent to the new juvenate at St. Mary’s College, North East, 

Pennsylvania. 

b. The second, #767, was sent to the Church of St. Patrick in Scranton, 

Pennsylvania. 

c. The third, #769, was sent to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in the Diocese of Harrisburg 

for the parochial Church of St. Anthony of Padua, under the care of Father 

Anthony Kaul. 

51. June 13, 1882.  #834 was sent to an undisclosed location. 

52. September 4, 1882.  #850 sent to the parochial Church of the Mother of God, 6th Street, 

Lexington, Kentucky, per the request of Rev. Henry Tappert. 

53. November 4, 1882.  #864 sent to Mount de Sales Academy, Macon, Georgia, at the 

request of Sister Mary Alphonsus. 

54. April 2, 1883.  #887 sent to St. Joseph de Levis, Diocese of Quebec, Canada, under the 

care of Abbot Edward Taford, for the chapel of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary.  The icon 

was sent to the un-named superior of these sisters. 
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55. May 6, 1883.  #894 sent to Menlo Park, California, in the Diocese of San Francisco.  The 

icon was requested by Mr. J. A. Donohoe for a chapel dedicated to the Assumption of the 

Virgin Mary, administered by Father Riordan. 

56. A note dated April 5, 1873 is appended after the entry for #913 (see 16 above) that, in 

addition to noting the arrival of two icons at the Redemptorist parish of St. Joseph in 

Rochester, New York, another was sent for the parochial Church of St. Alphonsus in 

Greenpoint, Brooklyn, where the rector was Father Wendelin Guhl. 
 

 

 

 

 

Both the Province of Edmonton-Toronto and the Province of Baltimore’s archivists 

gladly assisted in the development of a new jubilee volume by James Kominowski detailing the 

history of St. Alphonsus Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  Entitled St. Alphonsus Parish: A 

Century of Faith and Community, it was about to go into the press at this writing.  The author 

has done his homework, providing rare glimpses of ecclesial life in northern Canada.  Copiously 

illustrated, the book will chronicle parish life from the days of the first wooden church, which 

stood from 1914-1916, to its later incarnation as a modern temple for the People of God.  The 

Redemptorists founded our parish, as a result of a request by Archbishop Louis Philip Langevin, 

to build the first Roman Catholic Church building in the Elmwood and East Kildonan district. 

Father Augustine Duke, the then Redemptorist Superior in Brandon, Manitoba, traveled to East 

Kildonan, and established the parish. The Redemptorists remained in East Kildonan until 1993, 

when their mandate ended, and the Capuchins Fathers took over.   

The photos below shows the original structure and its third and present building, which 

was erected in 1959.  Here a sampling includes the first photo taken on November 1, 1914, 

following a confirmation and Mass presided over by Bishop Arthur Béliveau.  At that time he 

confirmed 44 individuals. The second photo was taken on June 14, 1959, at the inaugural Mass 

of the new church building, where Archbishop Maurice Baudoux served as the key celebrant. 

A Jubilee Volume for St. Alphonsus, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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 When the Toronto Province was created 

in 1918, the training of English-Canadians 

to serve in clergy-starved Western Canada 

was one of the top priorities.  Father Joseph 

Boyle fulfilled the hope and dream of the 

early leadership.  As one of the first Western 

Canadian students to study in the new 

province’s preparatory college, novitiate and 

seminary, Fr. Boyle returned to the West for 

all of his six decades of appointments.  

Rev. Joseph Boyle:  
Shepherding in the 

Outmissions of  
Western Canada 

 
By M. C. Havey, Archivist, 

Edmonton-Toronto Province 
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 Tall and lanky, he became a 

recognizable and beloved figure among the 

small communities nestled in the Kootenay 

Mountains and Cariboo of British Columbia 

for most of his priestly life. To the daily 

struggles of the settlers, he brought 

understanding perhaps from his family’s 

experience of moving to Western Canada at 

the turn of the 20th century.  

 The oldest child of four children, Joe 

was born on May 3, 1909 in Waterdown, 

New York, where his parents had married a 

year earlier.  Both hailed from across Lake 

Ontario in Canada. Two years previously, 

his father William Boyle had travelled to 

Western Canada as a laborer to bring in the 

Alberta grain harvest. Upon returning east 

through Saskatchewan, William stopped in 

Regina to help in delivering the crop to the 

grain elevator at Govan, 100 miles north of 

Regina. 

 A few years after Joe was born, the 

Canadian prairies lured William to settle his 

family in Regina near Holy Rosary 

Cathedral, where the Redemptorists had 

assumed pastoral responsibility in 1915.  

When Fr. George Daly, the Redemptorist 

pastor (1916-1918), knocked on the Boyles’ 

door, asking if there were any Catholics, 

Helen Boyle replied, “Dear, we are all 

Catholics.” 

Fr. Daly spotted a vocation in Joe, one 

of the altar servers at the cathedral. Joe later 

credited his mother, who “had us children 

pray every night that we might know our 

right vocation. Dad and the Redemptorist 

Fathers kept urging the advantages of the 

priesthood. The Sister at school would say a 

word of encouragement now and then.  

Some inspired person, I know not whom, 

filled me with the conviction that there were 

many souls who would go to hell if I did not 

become a priest. This convinced me of my 

duty.”  

 Joe attended the Jesuit Campion 

College in Regina for a year and confided 

that he was timid about pursuing a priestly 

vocation despite the encouragement to do 

so. However during the summer of 1924, he 

learned that his best friend would be 

attending St. Mary’s College, the eight-year-

old preparatory college of the Toronto 

Province, just outside of Brockville, Ontario.  

 “This was providential,” Joe recalled. 

The pair travelled by train half the distance 

of Canada to St. Mary’s, which was located 

in the Eastern Ontario area where his parents 

were born. Staffed by the newly-ordained 

English Canadian Redemptorists, who 

entered novitiate at Ilchester and studied at 

Mount St. Alphonsus, Esopus, NY, St. 

Mary’s reflected the youth, spirit and zeal of 

the new Province.  

 After overcoming initial homesickness, 

Joe participated in the college’s 

extracurricular activities and sports. During 

the five years, his oratorical ability 

developed. In a college contest, his speech 

was described as “rich in illustrations and 

vibrant with patriotic sentiment.” For the  

 

 
All images for this article are provided courtesy of 

the Archives of the Redemptorists of the 

Edmonton-Toronto Province. 
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last two years before graduation in 1929, he 

was joined by a younger brother Edward. 

 Following graduation, Joe entered 

Novitiate under Fr. Peter Costello, who eight 

years earlier had set up the novitiate in the 

monastery of St. Peter’s parish in Saint 

John, New Brunswick. After professing first 

vows on August 2, 1930 at Saint John, 

seminary studies followed at the temporary 

site in the monastery of St. Ann’s church, 

Montreal (1930-1931) and at St. Alphonsus 

seminary, the permanent site which opened 

in 1931 in the southern Ontario town of 

Woodstock. Ordained on June 23, 1935 by 

Bishop John Thomas Kidd of the Diocese of 

London, Ontario, Fr. Boyle celebrated his 

first Solemn High Mass a week later in his 

home parish of Holy Rosary Cathedral, 

Regina.   
 

FIRST OUTMISSION APPOINTMENT IN 1936 

 

 After completing seminary studies, he 

returned to Saskatchewan for his first 

appointment at St. Gerard’s parish, Yorkton 

(1936-1940) and its outmissions in small 

farming communities. His independent 

thinking and ecumenism was seen as the 

house annalist as he added commentary to 

the factual account. In a May 1937 entry, he 

wrote about attending a banquet for cub 

scouts and their parents in the basement of 

St. Andrew’s United Church. “It’s a 

proselytizing movement; does undoubted 

good. We could use the set-up at the 

church.” A year later after missing the daily 

train from Wroxton after Sunday Mass, his 

10-hour feat of walking 34 miles to Yorkton 

became community lore.  

 The Yorkton outmissions served as an 

apprenticeship for the a quarter century of 

outmission assignments in the British 

Columbia Diocese of Nelson. Created in 

1936, the diocese covered 47,982 square 

miles (124,272 square km.) of the Okanagan 

and Kootenay regions of southeastern BC. 

At a request of pioneer Nelson Bishop 

Martin Johnson, uncle of three 

Redemptorists, the Toronto Province 

assumed the pastoral care of Blessed 

Sacrament parish in the town of Nelson and 

its outmissions.  Straddling the northern 

borders of the states of Washington and 

Idaho, the Redemptorist mission territory in 

the Selkirk Mountains had grown to 21 

outmissions by 1947.  

 His series of appointments to the 

outmissions of Blessed Sacrament parish 

(1940-1945, 1946-1953, 1959-1973), were 

interrupted for the six months training at 

Second Novitiate (January1945-June 1945) 

at the Woodstock seminary and a return to 

Yorkton (1945-1946). During the early 

appointments, he travelled by bus and often 

spent a week at a time in an outmission. In 

November 1940, he wrote admiringly of the 

congregation in Kaslo. “Amid snow, ice, out 

of the dusk and in the pouring rain, the 

faithful of our small parish wended their 

way to our chapel. … Eighteen people were 

present, which is considered a splendid 

showing.” 

 In another annals entry in 1940, it stated 

that Fr. Boyle and two confreres “motored to 

South Slocan to spend the day erecting a 

woodshed behind the church.” Other entries 

noted his Instruction of children from four 

outmissions during the summers and the 

treacherous driving on the mountain roads.  

For 10 years until 1953, his observations and 

tales laced with a dry wit were captured in a 

column, entitled “Along Mission Trails - 

Kootenay Kopy,” which he wrote for The 

Prospector, a local paper.  Confrere Fr. 

Joseph Owens thought well of it, writing a 

congratulatory note: “Keep it up, it’s good 

stuff.”  

 Moving westward to the neighboring 

diocese of Kamloops, Fr. Boyle served as 

superior at Sacred Heart parish, Williams 

Lake (1953-1959), where he earned the 

distinction of “well-beloved” by the house 

annalist. 
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OUTMISSIONS SUITED HIS WANDERLUST 

 

 With its lack of urban parish regime, the 

outmissions suited Fr. Boyle’s independent 

nomadic personality. Fr. Dominic Langi, 

pastor at Nelson, described the Boyle 

ministry in this way: 

“Father Boyle 

shepherding his scattered 

flock in the mission 

fields.”  In 1960, the 

Nelson outmissions under 

Fr. Boyle’s care stretched 

from South Slocan (24 

families) in the south and 

Kaslo (30 families), which 

included Ainsworth (8 

families) and Lardo (5 

families), Procter (21 

families) and Riondel (80 

families) in the north.   

 The later Nelson 

years were well-

remembered as his 

Volkswagen Beetle 

travelled the rocky roads.  

 As a pioneer in 

ecumenism, he had a wide 

circle of friends of every 

Christian denomination.  

Naomi Miller of Wasa, 

BC remembered Father 

Boyle on his knees 

playing marbles with 

children or acting as 

umpire in baseball games. 

“If we ever went to the 

Kaslo Hospital, one could 

tell if Fr. Boyle had 

visited. Everyone was 

smiling. Father B told 

jokes and talked to all … 

no denominational 

difference.”   

 Fr. Raymond Corriveau noted, “Fr. Joe 

loved people. People loved him. He was 

gifted (many of us would say afflicted) with 

wanderlust and God seemed to be able to 

use this in the itinerant missionary. His 

favourite mode of travel even into old age 

was hitchhiking.” 
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 Fr. William Bernard recalled Edmonton 

Provincial Superior Grattan Feehan on 

visitation to Nelson conducted a search for 

the illusive Fr. Boyle. “He finally found him 

in a confessional in Kaslo.” 

 Later in a letter, Fr. Feehan expressed 

“gratitude to you Joe for all that you have 

done in the Nelson area. No one could have 

been more involved with all the people, or 

more dedicated to their service for so many 

years.”  

 Sr. Lita Camozzi of the Sisters of 

Service, knew Fr. Boyle from her childhood 

and recalled a parishioner’s anecdote of Fr. 

Boyle coming into her kitchen, lifting the 

lids off the pots on the stove, saying, 

“Smells good, I’ll stay.” 

 After the end of an assignment (1973-

1975) as chaplain of Mount St. Francis, an 

extended care hospital in Nelson, he 

requested and received a year’s sick leave. 

For 30 years, Fr. Boyle had coped with a 

bleeding ulcer for which he daily drank 

quarts of milk. He recuperated (1976-1977) 

in Vancouver and travelled in the western 

U.S.  

 In better health, he received short-term 

parish re-appointments at Blessed 

Sacrament, Nelson (1977-1979) and St. 

Gerard’s, Yorkton, (1979). Using the Nelson 

rectory as a base, Fr. Boyle accepted 

assignments, replacing priests who were on 

leaves from their parishes. During this 

period, he served at St. Catherine’s parish,  

Petersburg, Alaska (1980); various parishes 

in the Nelson diocese (1981, 1982, 1986, 

1987); Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Vancouver  (1981); Our Lady of 

Foothills, Hinton, Alberta (1982-

1983); and St. Jude’s parish,100 

Mile House, BC (1986).  He also 

returned to Williams Lake (1986, 

1987, 1988-1995), where he 

retired.  

 Throughout his life, Fr. 

Boyle observed a special 

devotion to the Blessed Sacrament as well as 

the silence of the hills and mountains. For 

those walks in 1983 at the age of 70, the 

parishioners of Hinton commissioned a 

wooden 6-foot hiking pole carved by a local 

artist.  

 In June 1995, a joint celebration was 

held for the 60th anniversary of his 

ordination and the Redemptorist farewell 

from Sacred Heart parish, Williams Lake. 

Afterwards, he moved to an apartment in 

Kelowna, B.C. and later to a city nursing 

home in August 1996. Fr. Boyle lived his 

last days in Trinity Centre nursing home in 

Penticton, B.C. where he died of pneumonia 

at the age of 87.  

 The funeral Mass was held at 

Holy Spirit church in Kelowna 

and was attended by confreres 

and friends from Williams Lake. 

Edmonton-Toronto Provincial 

Superior Corriveau, the principal 

celebrant, was assisted by former 

Edmonton Provincial Superiors 

Grattan Feehan and Edward 

Kennedy. His body was buried in 
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the Redemptorist plot in Holy Cross 

Cemetery in Edmonton.  

 Sr. Camozzi heard from one of the 

many Williams Lake friends who had 

travelled to his funeral and discovered that 

the reception afterwards was solely for the 

clergy. That former parishioner wrote, “I can 

just hear Father Boyle say, ‘the tightwads.’” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 Throughout the 1800’s yellow fever 

outbreaks in New Orleans killed thousands.  

Those who were able fled the city to more 

rural areas and those who could not 

protected themselves the best they could. 

Many Redemptorist priests stationed in New 

Orleans chose to remain and minister to the 

victims of yellow fever.   Some seemed 

immune to the dreadful disease, others were 

infected and recovered, but many more were 

stricken and succumbed because they were 

compelled to comfort the afflicted.  It would 

not be until the early 1900’s that it was 

discovered mosquitoes carried and 

transmitted the disease.  Until this time it 

was assumed the disease was contagious, 

but this did not deter the Fathers from their 

vigilant posts. 

     The Redemptorists founded the 

American Province in 1835 and in 1842 

Father Peter Czackert was the first 

Redemptorist to arrive in New 

Orleans.  1847 saw the worst 

outbreak yet in New Orleans, 

but it was not until the 

following year that the good 

priest was stricken with yellow 

fever.  According to the New 

Orleans community annals 

Father Czackert insisted on 

attending a man dying from the 

disease in the evening, and by  

 

 

 

morning, was bed-ridden himself.  For four 

days he struggled.  He even allowed doctors 

to attempt their various remedies, including 

having leaches applied to his back and 

stomach. This was to no avail, and on 

September 2nd his suffering ended.    

     The name yellow fever is derived from 

its two most common symptoms of high 

fever and yellowing of the skin caused by 

hepatitis of the liver.  The disease occurs 

when a person is stung by a mosquito 

carrying the virus and cannot be contracted 

directly from another person.   Symptoms 

generally take 3 to 6 days to appear after 

being stung.  People in the 1800’s believed 

they were at risk to contract the disease 

when exposed to those who were sick and 

the writings of the time, such as the New 

Orleans Redemptorist community annals, 

reflect this belief.  For example, one entry 

refers to a priest having visited a patient and 

been struck down that same 

night, when in fact he must 

have been bitten by a mosquito 

some days earlier.   

     After many years of respite 

from the insidious disease, the 

worst epidemic in nine years 

descended on New Orleans in 

1867.  Blessed Francis Xavier 

Seelos, known simply at the 

time as Father Seelos, was 

Redemptorists and Yellow Fever in 

Nineteenth Century New Orleans 
 

By Jennifer Murphy, Archivist, Denver Province 
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known for ministering to the sick and dying 

even to the detriment of his own health.  The 

New Orleans annals describe how on 

September 17, “exhausted by fatigue 

[Seelos] was taken down by yellow fever.”  

Within a few days four priests and a brother 

were bed-ridden and the chronicler recorded 

“God knows how many will get up.”   Over 

the next two weeks Father Seelos’  fellow 

Redemptorists prayed at his bedside, fearing 

for his life, while his peaceful acceptance of 

God’s will never wavered .  Father Seelos, 

when told by the Doctor the time was near 

and “he was going to heaven” exclaimed, “O 

what pleasant news, how thankful I am.” On 

October 4, 1867, Father Seelos died and on 

the following day it was recorded in the 

annals that “He was beautiful in death 

wearing the same smile of sanc[t]ity as 

when alive.”  Brother Gerard Fleddermann 

had come to New Orleans with Father 

Seelos in 1866.  He contracted the disease 

within days of Father Seelos and in his 

devotion to the saintly man, prayed that God 

would take him and spare the Father.  The 

annals entries record details of the great 

suffering Brother Gerard endured, including 

a horrifying, but common symptom, black 

vomit.   Although, Brother Gerard had 

nursed the victims of yellow fever in 1865 

and survived, it was not to be this time and 

his death preceded Father Seelos’ by six 

days. 

     Again, yellow fever seemed to disappear 

as fast as it appeared, only to resurface with 

a vengeance in 1878 when the death toll 

exceeded that of every other year except 

1858.  At its peak in September, ninety 

people died in one day, according the “The 

Daily City Item” newspaper account 

attached to the annals, and by the end of the 

year over 4,000 people had perished from 

the disease.   According to the Annals of the 

St. Louis Province by Father Peter 

Geiermann, C.Ss.R., “Yellow fever tried the 

Community severely during this year.  It 

crowned three with martyrdom, and 

scourged others without mercy” 

(Geiermann, 41).  Geiermann goes on to 

describe the diligence with which the 

Redemptorists ministered to victims.  

According to the 1878 annals those who not 

only remained in the city, but attended the 

sick were Fathers Neithart, Lamy 

Alexander, Grimm, Colonel, Heidenreich, 

Giesen and Minister.    

 Beginning August 17th Brother 

Sylvanus Egloff, Father James Karicher and 

Father Francis Murphy were all infected 

within a few days of each other.  By August 

20th only Father Karicher had survived.   

Father Murphy was the first Redemptorist 

priest to die in the St. Louis Province.  

Brother Sylvan was only 36.  The annals 

describe how Father John Heidenreich “had 

a particular desire to attend yellow fever 

patients.”   

 During an outbreak of the fever in 1876 

he was not allowed to tend to those stricken, 

but ordered to the community in Chatawa, 

Mississippi, where it was considered safer 

than the city.   With the outbreak in 1878, 

however, he pleaded to stay and minister to 

the afflicted.  He was “taken down” with the 
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fever on October 18th and died the same day. 

The chronicler of the annals recorded “Well 

may we say that he became a victim or 

martyr of zeal.”  

     More than 41,000 people died of yellow 

fever in New Orleans between the years 

1817 and the last outbreak in 1905.  Yellow 

fever showed no mercy for the young.    The 

ages of Redemptorists who died ranged from 

the youngest, Brother Frederick Roeder  in 

1876 at the age of 29, to Blessed Francis 

Xavier Seelos at the age of 48.  Yet, many 

contracted the disease and survived.  Brother 

Benedict Coakley contracted yellow fever 

during the outbreak in 1878, but went on to 

live to the age of 72.  Brother Alphonsus had 

the disease in both 1867 and 1878, but 

served as sacristan in New Orleans for 27 

years until his death in 1886.  The common 

thread is that all these men readily placed 

themselves in danger to fulfill the 

Redemptorist mission of serving the poor 

and most abandoned.  There is no better 

example than their valiant ministering of 

those afflicted with yellow fever. 

 

 
 

# # # 

 

According to Father John Byrne’s 

Redemptorist Centeneries, 

confreres began their ministrations 

to groups of German Catholics in and around Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1840.  Trying to trace 

the number of missions, as well as the irregular pastoral visits to this portion of the Lord’s 

vineyard has proven to be challenging.  Many of the records from the nineteenth century—from 

the pastoral care of the faithful to the chapels and outmissions established—have been difficult to 

track.  A recent email from Father Richard Shoda, a priest of the Wheeling Diocese presented a 

further puzzle.   

An Inquiry from Wheeling… 
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 In cooperation with the diocesan 

archivist, John-Erik Gilot, the two have been 

trying to identify the subject of a painting 

found in the Wheeling Diocese’s archives.  

The two were kind enough to send two very 

clear photographs of the painting and 

wondered whether the Baltimore Province 

Archivist could provide a name of the man 

in the picture.  The 

subject of the 

portrait is very 

clearly a 

Redemptorist—and 

a young one at that.  

In the detail of the 

image, the year 

1871 is clearly 

visible by the 

confrere’s right 

sleeve, indicating 

that the painter set 

brush to canvas in 

that year.  When 

asked about the 

painting’s 

provenance, Mr. 

Gilot suggested it 

may have been part 

of a collection of 

materials received 

from the Mount de 

Chantal Visitation 

Academy (below), which closed in 2008.  It 

was accessioned by the archive about four 

years before he arrived as archivist in 2012.     

 Who is the subject of the portrait?  Most 

are convinced that because this oil 

painting was found in Wheeling, where the 

Redemptorists travelled from Pittsburgh to 

service the German community at St. 

Alphonsus, it is very likely that one of the 

confreres from St. Philomena’s in Pittsburgh 

sat for the portrait.   

 We venture this 

educated guess.  It 

may be Father 

Bernard Arant, who 

was stationed at St. 

Philomena’s from 

1868-1873.  There 

were only a few 

fathers there during 

that period and Arant, 

as a younger man, 

would have often 

gone out in a 

missionary capacity.  

Although the house 

chronicles are silent 

on whether he went as 

far south as Wheeling, 

it is not out of the 

realm of possibility 

that he attended the 

faithful at St. 

Alphonsus there, 

either as a regular 

minister of the sacraments or as someone 

who came to give missions.   

An 1877 engraving of Mount de Chantal Academy.  Note 

the train at right comin’ round the mountain. 
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Father Byrne notes that after the 

Redemptorists began to evangelize the 

Germans in and around Wheeling they were 

the eventual drivers behind the building of 

the parish; Bishop Richard Whelan having 

supervised the construction of a church in 

1856.  Mission records in the RABP note 

that missions were given in the Diocese in 

1870, though it is not known who gave 

them.  They were recorded on May 19 of 

that year, first at St. Francis in Parkersburgh 

and then later, between August 28-31, at 

Kingwood, Tumelton, Rowelsburgh, and 

Cranberry Summit.  There’s nothing in the 

Baltimore Province records to suggest that 

St. Alphonsus was the object of a mission in 

that year. But as these are the only recorded 

missions in proximity to the date on the 

painting, perhaps one of the Redemptorists 

sat for the portrait or supplied the artist with 

a photograph on one of these occasions.   

  The item that perhaps tips the scales in 

favor of Father Bernard Arant is the sole 

photograph of him.  Prescinding from the 

nimbus that someone felt compelled to add, 

we can see that he had a somewhat hooked 

nose, fleshy jowels, and puffed chin line.   

 The photograph shows a bespeckled 

man, but it is displaying someone who was 

mature (and reading).  All the fathers in St. 

Philomena’s around the time of the portrait 

(1871), Arant comes closest to resembling 

the painting.  All the others were somewhat  

 

 

sickly looking with thinning hair.  He would 

also have been still relatively youthful in 

appearance (he was ordained in 1860), 

though the subject of the portrait looks only 

barely out of his teens. 

  Do you have a better guess?  Contact 

the Baltimore Province archivist at 

archives@redemptorists.net. – Ed.

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Brother William (Conrad Kirchhoff or 

Kirchoff) arrived at Most Holy Redeemer on 

East Third Street in Manhattan, on July 5, 

1890 to become the janitor.  His duties were 

varied, but he grew to know every inch of 

the MHR campus.   
  

 

 Brother William was born in 

Widenbrueck, Westphalia, on February 15, 

1853.  On August 27, 1877 he entered as a 

candidate and made his profession on April 

11, 1883.  Brother William was stationed at 

North East, Saratoga, Rochester, the Bronx, 

and then for 38 years at 3rd Street, New York 

City.  Here he was porter until his death in 

1928.  He was propagator of the Purgatorian 

Society.  He also won great renown for his 

Spotlight on the 
Brothers… 
 

mailto:archives@redemptorists.net
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love of prayer, his spirit of faith and 

humility.   

 Brother William found himself in the 

middle of a sensational court case in 1897 

when a New York City Police Officer, 

Frederick Smith, responded to an alarm at 

Most Holy Redeemer.  Someone had 

tampered with the poor box and the alarm 

rang in Brother’s room.  He quickly 

summoned Smith and his partner, Conklin.  

Together they investigated the scene in the 

Church and Smith gave pursuit to the thief.   

 In short, two pistol shots rang out and 

the Officer was felled by the bullets of the 

gun of one Fritz Meyer.  The brother ran to 

the officer’s aid and thence to the rector to 

fetch the oils to anoint him.  This was done 

moments before Smith breathed his last. 

 No longer was Brother William 

destined for janitorial duties.  He had 

become so famous he was made porter to the 

house—a position he held until his death. 

 On September 1, 1928 he was taken 

sick and forced to retire to his room, for the 

first time in years.  After a few days he 

rallied again and was at his office; however, 

he was soon forced to bed again by a 

relapse; he had contracted pneumonia.  He 

died on September 11, 1938.  Brother was in 

his 75th year.   

 Father Schagemann, his Rector, upon 

his death had a notice printed and sent out to 

members of the Purgatorian Society.  It goes 

as follows: 

 Brother William, C.Ss.R. 

 This good Brother, a most zealous 

promoter of the Purgatorian Society, died on 

September 11, 1928 after a brief illness.  For 

nearly forty years, Brother William devoted 

himself with untiring energy to the work of 

making this Society known, and with 

greatest care and diligence he attended to the 

numerous details of this good work.  

Through the extensive correspondence 

which he conducted in my name and in the 

name of my predecessors in office, through 

his unfailing gentleness and kindness 

manifested toward those who came in 

person to this office, through his spirit of 

ardent faith and tender piety, he gained a 

host of friends.  In behalf of good Brother 

William, I ask of these good friends the alms 

of prayer for the repose of his soul. –Ed. 
 

Br. William (Conrad) Kirchoff, CSSR 

Born: February 15, 1853 

Professed: April 11, 1883 

Died: September 11, 1928 
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 What begets the mark of heroism, when 

the extraordinary actions of an individual 

rise to clinch a place in public memory?  For 

Father Raymond Sercu, it was a self-

sacrificing love for a fellow human being 

that continues to conjure the admiration of 

those who hear or read about him.   

 Raymond Robert Sercu was born on 

August 22, 1890 in Rochester, New York.  

There he became acquainted with the 

Redemptorists at St. Joseph’s Church, where 

he was baptized and confirmed.  Sercu 

eventually made his profession in the order 

on August 2, 1915 at St. Mary’s College, 

Ilchester, Maryland and was ordained at 

Mount St. Alphonsus in Esopus, New York, 

June 19, 1920.   

 From the beginning of his priesthood he 

longed for the missions, but was assigned 

first to OLPH in Brooklyn where he was 

assistant to the procurator.  In April 1921 he 

took the place of a priest who became ill and 

was unable to go to Puerto Rico and set sail  

 

 

 

 

 

for the island on a “banana boat.” 

 By all extant accounts, he labored 

zealously on behalf of the Puerto Ricans he 

met.  Sercu had a cousin, Gertrude 

Dobbertin, who began a youth group at the 

Redemptorist’s St. Boniface Church in 

Philadelphia.  She was so inspired by the 

letters Sercu sent to her that she changed the 

name of the youth group in the parish to the 

“Puerto Rican Missionary Club.”  It held 

card parties, picnics and other events to send 

funds to her cousin.  He, in turn, sent raffle 

tickets to the club—for a cow that would be 

given to one of the lucky winners in Puerto 

Rico.   

 In the 1920s the missions of Puerto 

Rico were still largely rural the effects on 

social and ecclesial life came to a complete 

halt in the aftermath of a devastating 

hurricane in 1928.  During that event many 

chapels built by Redemptorists were leveled.  

Father William Fitzgibbon, a member of the 

community at Caguas, recalled going out to 

his outmission:  “The first glimpse of my 

chapel almost stunned me.  Not a splinter of 

wood was left standing—some of the 

wreckage a thousand feet away—the big, 

heavy bell landed 150 feet away.  After 

much labor I salvaged a bent-in chalice, my 

pyx, one soaked water-stained vestment.  

The rest is simply wreckage.  Of our eleven 

chapels, connected with the Caguas house, 

nine in Caguas and two in Aguas Buenas, 

nine are flat to the ground.  Accumulation of 

twelve years work gone.”   

 A story is related in a letter of Father 

Sercu’s sister, Ethel, when Bishop Edmund 

Gibbons of Albany visited the island after 

the tormenta.  He had come down on a fact-

finding mission to assess the damage.  

Father Sercu accompanied him on horseback 

No Greater Love Than This: 

The Life, Sacrifice, & Legacy of Father Sercu, CSSR 

By Patrick J. Hayes, Archivist, Baltimore Province 
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to many of his mission stations.  It is not 

known whether the prelate was motivated by 

saddle sores or simple charity, but he sent a 

Ford touring car to Father Sercu shortly 

thereafter.  

 It was in that car that Father Sercu 

decided to take a few members of the Altar 

Society attached to the church at Aguas 

Buenas, Los Tres Santos Reyes (an 

outmission of the community at Caguas until 

1926 when Father Sercu took over) to see a 

newly constructed chapel in Bayamoncito 

(the old mission station is pictured above).  

What began as a pleasant outing turned 

tragic.  Here is the excerpt a transcription 

from the house annals of Caguas, where 

Father Sercu was attached as a consultor, 

relaying the events of June 19, 1929: 

 

A sad day for the Caguas 

community—and a blow to the 

Redemptorist work on the Island.  About 

five o’clock in the afternoon, Father Rector 

[Joseph Lorden] was in conference in our 

common room with some of the leading 

Catholic men of the town when he was 

called to the phone.  The startling message 

was that Father Sercu had been drowned in 

the campo of Comerio, about one mile east 

of that town.  The meeting was immediately 

broken up.  Father Rector accompanied by 

Mr. Manrique left for Comerio post haste. 

The story of what happened as reconstructed 

from all told us afterwards is as follows.  

After dinner, Father Sercu had taken the 

quasi-sacristan of Aguas Buenas Church, 

one Providencia, another elderly matron, 

two girls and a rather young girl to see the 

new chapel of Bayamoncito.   

 The mission station near Bayamoncito 

where a new chapel replaced this structure.  

On their visits to this 

region, 

Redemptorists lived 

in this structure.  The 

photograph is c. 

1920s. 

 

The short trip 

developed into a little 

outing when the girls 

wanted to continue 

onwards toward 

Comerio.  Arriving at 

a suitable spot about 

one mile from 

Comerio, they 

decided to swim, 

having brought bathing suits along.  Most 

Porto Rican rivers are harmless, but this 

stream just at this point narrows and flows 

thru two high sections of rock, and is both 

deep and swift.  Before long the girls were 

caught in the current and pierced the quiet 

country stillness by their cries for help.  

Father Sercu, minus his coat and one shoe 

and stocking raced into the stream.  One girl 

grabbed him around the neck, another 

around the stomach, and all three went 

down.  He never had a chance, tho a fair 

swimmer.  The opion persists among many 

that he must have received a blow from the 

rocks [though another account, relying on a 

doctor’s report, states he died of a cerebral 

hemmorhage].  At least he never came up.  

A young fellow, working near the scene, 
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hearing the appeals for help, rushed to 

the river bank, and diving 

continuously rescued one girl [Evelyn 

Lizardi].  She was badly knocked out, 

but finally resuscitated.  After some 

time, the other girl, Cristina Zayas, 

was recovered, but too far gone to be 

relieved and revived.  Father Sercu 

was brought up last—one account 

saying that he had been down about an 

hour and a half.  The incident took 

place at 3:15 P.M.  Efforts on the part 

of a doctor from Comerio to bring him 

back proved unavailing.  A Dominican 

Father from Comerio administered 

Extreme Unction and the body was 

taken to their residenc in Comerio [to 

await] the Fathers from Caguas.  We 

were informed only when the whole 

affair was over.  News was 

immediately sent to Father [Vice 

Provincial Joseph] Murphy, who 

relayed the sad notice to the States.  

San Juan Fathers were in Aguas 

Buenas quite early.  The town of 

Aguas Buenas received the news with 

consternation.  Father Sercu by his untiring 

zeal and interest in their welfare had come to 

endear himself to the people of the town, as 

perhaps few other priests have been able to 

do in their respective parishes in the history 

of Porto Rico.  His body, returned to Aguas 

Buenas, was placed in the Church, and the 

Fathers and people kept vigil thru a long, 

sad night.  One of the house servants, 

Lorenzo Medina, rode to Canaboncito, 

Anon, and San Salvador, to notify the 

Fathers.  He reached his first stop around 

midnight.  

 The three Fathers in the country, having 

come home by seven in the morning of July 

20 [sic], all the community repaired to 

Aguas Buenas for the funeral Mass at 9:00 

A.M.  All of the Caguas and San Juan 

communities were present.  Many religious 

Orders sent representatives, a number of 

secular priests arrived in time for the Mass.  

Monsignor Torres came in person; Bishop 

[Edwin] Byrne, not having as yet made his 

official entry into his new diocese of San 

Juan, sent condolences and a delegation of 

five priests.  Solemn Office of the Dead was 

recited before the Solemn Requiem Mass.  

Very Reverend Father Vice-Provincial 

preached a touching eulogy.  The final 

blessing was given by Monsignor Torres.  

Outside the Aguas Buenas Church the 

funeral procession to Caguas started.  It was 

interrupted when leaving the town by the 

“duels.”  One of the men of the parish 

spoke, and the general opinion of the Fathrs 

was that it was the most stirring and 

plaintive piece heard in their lives.  Literally 

there was not a dry eye in the place.  Father 

Sercu had owned Aguas Buenas.  The 

procession to Caguas numbered more than 

thirty cars.  Dinner at Caguas, another 

Libera followed in the Caguas Church at 
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2:30.  Mr. Manrique spoke in the name of 

the people of Caguas.  Father Rector had the 

Libra [sic] and spoke a few words.  Some 

thirty cars accompanied the hearse to Puerta 

de Tierra for the third and last Libra [sic].  

Father Sercu having labored in Puerta de 

Tierra in his early days in Porto Rico, the 

Church was filled and genuine grief evident.  

The first part of the funeral procession was 

on foot to Santurce.  The funeral cortege out 

from Puerta de Tierra was larger than ever.  

At the grave, Monsignor Torres arrived on 

the scene again, in time to give the final 

blessing.  A member of the Knights of 

Columbus of San Juan spoke a few final 

words of eulogy.  Then we quietly returned 

home and in the quiet and rest that followed, 

we were able to appreciate for the first time 

the terrible blow with which God had seen 

fit to strike us and the work in Porto Rico.  

Aguas Buenas will feel the loss keenly.  To 

the people of the town and the campo he 

was a friend, doctor and lawyer, but first of 

all priestly Father.  He had put the fiath in 

Aguas Buenas once more on its feet.  The 

new Church he erected for the town is his 

monument.  The one quality that stood out 

most prominently in the virtues that made up 

Father Sercu was his untiring zeal.  He never 

seemed to weary.  His uniform good nature 

was also striking.  Of course the great virtue 

of charity was the mainspring of these two 

admirable qualities.  R.I.P. 

 

 Father Sercu’s devotion to Puerto Rico 

was first instilled through letters of his 

mother’s cousin, Father Charles Hoff, 

C.Ss.R. (pictured here at right), who had 

been on the mission there and was known as 

the “slum padre.”  He was later the rector of 

San Alfonso Retreat House in West End, 

New Jersey.  Co-incidentally, Father Hoff 

also died from drowning while swimming in 

the Atlantic.   

 Almost immediately after his arrival in 

Puerto Rico in 1922, he endeared himself to 

the people.  His initial assignment was to 

San Augustin in Puerta de Tierra but he 

made his mark in Aguas Buenas where, 

together with Father Braun, he helped out 

for Sunday services beginning in June 1924, 

only to be relieved of the responsibility by a 

Benedictine.  In January 1925 the opinion of 

the then-Bishop Jorge José Caruana was 

sought by the Vice-Provincial, Father Joseph 

Murphy, what he thought of using $5000—a 

gift of a Mr. Knap of Rochester—to build a 

chapel for the high school in Caguas.  The 

bishop thought it impractical and suggested 

it be used for a chapel in Aguas Buenas.  

“It’s too bad you are not still in charge of 

Aguas Buenas; that would be a good place 

for a chapel.”  Murphy reminded the bishop 

that he was the one who took Aguas Buenas 

away from the Redemptorists and so in 

January 1925 an arrangement was made to 

make the town a mission of the 

Redemptorists at Caguas, though the 

Benedictines would be relieved of their 

duties only after Holy Week.  Several 
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months of further delays 

meant that Father Sercu was 

in limbo.  By October 1925 

the chancery sent word that 

Father Sercu and the 

Redemptorists would serve 

the people of Aguas Buenas 

from Caguas.  In the Annual 

Report for 1926 the Caguas 

community counted Father 

Sercu as a consultor (a 

position he held 

intermittently until his 

death) and the following 

year he poured himself into the work of building a new church—an edifice that fronted on a 

picturesque plaza (demolished in 1969).  He came back to the mainland for fundraising in May 

1927 and returned with a purse that finished the job.  When news of his demise reached the ears 

of Father Provincial James Barron, he recorded the contents of the cable sent to him about the 

matter: “Body recovered, funeral Thursday, death heroic, circumstances edifying.”  Father Sercu 

today reposes in the Porta Coeli Cemetery in Bayamón next to his confreres who also spent their 

lives in service to the people of the Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 The southern missions of the Richmond 

Vice-Province are steeped in history and 

intersect with the growth of Catholicism in 

America’s southern tier as well as the social 

issues affecting post-war communities.  A 

recent trip to the Vice-Province of 

Richmond Archives coupled with inquiries 

from Catholics in northwest Georgia calls 

for a re-examination of the Redemptorist 

presence in that corner of the Lord’s 

vineyard.  For this we already stand on the 

shoulders of giants, for it was especially 

Father Joseph “Reenie” Donlan’s history of 

the Vice-Province, Southeastern 

Redemptorist Heritage 1926-1986, that 

sheds light on the development of ecclesial 

life in the Peachtree State.  He culled much 

of his material directly from house annals. 

 Dalton was not the first Georgia 

foundation.  That honor goes to Griffin, 

Georgia, when Bishop Gerald O’Hara 

invited Redemptorists into the Diocese of 

Savannah and Father John Walsh, C.Ss.R., 

took possession of Sacred Heart Parish on 

May 31, 1942.  But the Diocese of Savannah 

(1850-1937), in which Dalton lay for many 

years before transferring to the newly 

constructed See of Savannah-Atlanta (1937-

1956) and then the Diocese (1956-1962) and 

Archdiocese of Atlanta (1962-present), had 

Redemptorists in Dalton:   

A Missionary Presence  

Across Nine Georgia Counties 

By Patrick J. Hayes, Archivist, Baltimore Province 
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urged Catholic missionaries to evangelize 

the northwest corner.  Redemptorist 

preaching tours through the area prompted a 

more formal relation in June 1942, at a time 

when travel and building materials were 

both restricted because of the war.    

 Catholics in Georgia were relatively 

few outside of the major cities of Savannah 

and Atlanta.  When he was installed  in 1820 

as the first Bishop of Charleston, 34 year-old 

John England’s diocese not only included 

the whole of South Carolina, but also 

Georgia and part of Florida.  He led this vast 

territory for the next twenty-two years.  

Redemptorists began to preach within 

Georgia at the tail end of England’s tenure, 

when the future Archbishop of Savannah, 

William Hickley Gross, toured the 

countryside in search of Catholics or 

converts as a missionary priest.  Between 

1850 and 1875 Redemptorists gave 106 

missions and renewals in this territory—95 

in English, 9 in German, and 2 in both 

languages.  Over 400 converts were made. 

 The Catholic community of Dalton 

predated the arrival of the Redemptorists by 

over ninety years.  In 1854 the Dalton City 

Company supplied two lots for the erection 

of a Catholic Church.  Bishop John Barry of 

Savannah, that See’s second bishop, 

accepted the deeds, 

expanded the property 

line by purchasing 

another lot, and 

superintended the 

building of the church.  

The priest in charge was 

Father J. F. O’Neill, Jr., 

who attended to his flock 

on a monthly basis.  He 

would come up from 

Atlanta, where he was 

stationed.  Plain and 

small, the church itself 

was likely completed 

before the death of 

Bishop Barry in November 1859.   

 Worshippers, then, had a couple of 

years of relative calm within their parish 

before the dawn of the Civil War.  Many 

local churches were impressed into service 

as field hospitals and the Catholic Church, 

after the Union occupation of Dalton in May 

1864, was also used for medical relief.  That 

winter the church was used as a quarantine 

for Union soldiers who contracted smallpox.  

Fueled by fear of the dreaded pox and 

loathing of the northern occupiers, local 

residents took matters into their own hands 

and burned the church down in April 1865 

(though local reports blame the fire on 

federal forces). 

 Four years later the church was rebuilt 

in brick and a series of circuit-riding pastors 

ministered during Reconstruction.  Also in 

1869 a Redemptorist-led mission was given 

in Dalton.  The missionary heard about 100 

confessions on this occasion (see “Out of the 

Past,” Southern Redemptorist Bulletin, 1:1 

(1947): 3-4).  But Catholic life in Dalton 

could not sustain itself and the parish was 

suppressed in 1901.  In the next few decades 

services were conducted at St. Mary’s, 

Rome, Georgia, about 44 miles away.  In the 

1930s a trailer chapel driven by Monsignor 

Joseph Moylan, the future diocesan 

chancellor, passed through 

occasionally. 

 However, a major effort at 

reinvigorating the Church in 

Dalton came on June 28, 1942, 

almost a week after 

Redemptorist Father James 

McCann (shown here) arrived 

to organize a new parish.  

Until then, Catholics of Dalton 

had been obliged to seek the 

pastoral care of St. Mary’s 

Church in Rome, Georgia, 

from which Dalton was a 

mission.  A chapel was 

secured and named for Our 
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Lady of Perpetual Help.  Prior to its 

erection, Fr. McCann celebrated Mass each 

Sunday, as he had on June 28, in the home 

of Miss Alice Wrench (see “Redemptorist 

Fathers Establishing New Parish in Dalton,” 

Bulletin of the Catholic Laymen’s 

Association of Georgia (July 25, 1942): 16).   

 Once McCann found a residence of his 

own in the former Cooper House, an elegant 

Victorian shown above, Mass was 

celebrated in the large living 

room of the house until a 

proper church could be built.   

 Soon the hunt was on for 

property and instructions 

from the Provincial in 

Brooklyn stated that McCann 

was not to appear too eager in 

order to get a good price.  

Fortunately, it was a buyer’s 

market and McCann was able 

to select fine parcels for his 

new church. 

 When he arrived in 1942, 

McCann found only 30 

Catholics but within a few 

years his congregation grew 

to over 300.  Services in the 

rectory were quickly found to 

be inadequate.  On December 

11, 1943, Fr. McGlone joined 

Fr. McCann to form the first 

community.  Shortly 

afterward, the parish church of St. Mary’s in 

Rome was added to their duties because the 

pastor there had volunteered for military 

chaplaincy.  This was to be a temporary 

arrangement, but Father McCann ended up 

living in the rectory in Rome while his 

confrere, Father McGlone, stayed in Dalton.  

The Fathers were now saying 

Mass in the Dalton library, the 

parish church in Rome, and at 

two mission stations in Tate and 

Cedartown.  They soon changed 

the Mass in Dalton to the civic 

room of the Dalton Hotel. 

With their base in Dalton, 

Redemptorists were given charge 

of Catholics in nine Georgia 

counties: Dade, Walker, Catoosa, 

Whitfield, Murray, Gordon, 

Fannin, Gilmer, and Pickens.  By 

1950, the territory under 

Redemptorist supervision totaled about 

5,000 square miles.  
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 Dalton became a spawning ground for 

outmissions.  St. Elizabeth’s in Lakeview 

and Our Lady of the Mount at Lookout 

Mountain, Georgia—both on the border with 

Tennessee—grew into independent parishes 

under Redemptorist control.  Lookout 

Mountain was about forty miles from 

Dalton.  Mission stations included chapels in 

Jasper, Tryon, Ellijay, Blue Ridge, Lafayette 

and Calhoun.  

 In July 1945 Father James McCann 

announced that a new church would be 

erected at the mission in Cartersville so that 

Catholics did not have to drive twenty miles 

or more for Sunday services.    

 Around 1946, Catholics in Lookout 

Mountain began to request a priest for Mass.  

Father Ray Govern, C.Ss.R., was assigned to 

care for this community.  While deeply 

pastoral, Govern also had an itch to engage 

the apostolate of the pen.  In 1946, in 

addition to his busy parish schedule, he 

wrote and published a pamphlet on devotion 

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary.  He distributed 

10,000 copies of the pamphlet, along with a 

similar number of novena leaflets.   

 At first Mass was celebrated in the 

home of Mrs. Katie Seaton, but later Fr. 

Govern found a larger space, first at “The 

Tinder Box House,” then at the Lula Lake 

school auditorium, and “The Gingerbread 

House.”  In 1947 the Redemptorists 

purchased a former gambling casino, “The 

Skylark Club,” on Lookout Mountain.  Fr. 

John P. Murphy joined the Dalton 

community to take charge of the Lookout 

Mountain mission.  He started Mass at the 

Skylark Club, October 17, 1947, on a 

makeshift altar.  The building was 

remodeled into a church and served as the 

parish’s center for worship until 1984, when 

a new church was constructed.  For a brief 

time the church at Summerville, St. Peter’s, 

was entrusted to the fathers.  They attended 

pastoral duties while living at Fort 

Oglethorpe.  The present church of St. 

Gerard, Fort Oglethorpe, is pictured below.   

 In 1948, Fr. Driscoll sent sealed bids to 

the federal government for several parcels of 

land which were offered as war assets at Ft. 

Oglethorpe.  The Army chapel on the 

highway was purchased for $2,300.  Also 

purchased were the barracks, the officer's 

club, an entire block surrounding the chapel 

with six buildings and a structure on 

Barnhardt Circle which was to serve as a 

rectory. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The present Church of Our Lady of the 

Mount, Lookout Mountain, Georgia—

the result of a redesign in 1989 by the 

Franklin Architecture firm of 

Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
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 On February 6, 1952, Vice-Provincial 

Father Joe Driscoll wrote to the Baltimore 

Provincial Father John Sephton that the 

Redemptorist mission at Fort Oglethorpe, St. 

Gerard’s, had received the approbation of 

both the Diocesan Consultors and Bishop 

Francis Hyland of Savannah to make the 

mission a separate and distinct parish.  “The 

three counties allocated to For Oglethorpe,” 

he wrote, “will give the Fathers plenty of 

opportunity for missionary endeavor.  That 

leaves nine counties for the Dalton 

missions.”  The three counties included 

Walker, Dade, and Catoosa.  The diocese 

wished to confide the new parish to the 

Redemptorists.  Formal erection of the new 

parish came on November 11.   

 Redemptorists had already purchased 

the building and eight lots at Lookout 

Mountain, as well as the rectory and girls’ 

dormitory at Fort Oglethorpe.   

Fort Oglethorpe was also home to a 

somewhat infamous summer camp for 

underprivileged children.  Begun by Father 

Driscoll, it was a bane for the Fathers who 

had to run it.  Most of their complaints had 

to do with disciplinary matters, especially 

among the older camp counsellors 

themselves.  The girls were “boy crazy” and 

“as much trouble trying to keep them in line 

as the children.”  In the estimation of one 

confrere, the camp required “another St. 

Alphonsus.  Even think he would have shot 

half of them.”  Eventually the School Sisters 

of Notre Dame were enlisted to direct the 

camp.  In their first year, there were 66 non-

Catholic children and 39 Catholic children at 

the camp—most from “Happy Hollow,” a 

settlement of poor mill workers on the edge 

of Dalton.  

 

 

 

 

Other Georgia missions flourished in 

the 1950s.  Beginning in 1950 Father 

Anthony Kalb started saying Mass in an old 

Methodist church in the town of Calhoun.  A 

new church was constructed in Cartersville, 

Georgia, an out mission of many years.  In 

1955, the Fathers established an out mission 

at LaFayette, Georgia.  In July of 1956, the 

Children learn batting lessons from the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame’s Sultan of 

Swat while Fr. Joe Driscoll umpires. 
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Fathers also started Masses at Summerville, 

a new mission station.   

 Another chapter in the Redemptorists’ 

efforts to evangelize the region is the story 

of Jasper, Georgia.  In 1956 Father Bernard 

Krimm, C.Ss.R., was appointed superior at 

Dalton and the next year built a new church, 

which was blessed by Bishop Francis E. 

Hyland on June 20, 1957—about a month 

before he became bishop of the newly 

erected Diocese of Atlanta.  In 1958 a 

benefactor from Illinois donated property for 

a new church in Summerville and 

contributed to its construction.  This was 

also entrusted to the Redemptorists at 

Dalton.  The church was named St. Peter’s 

and it was considered an out mission from 

1958 to 1962 when the church reverted to 

diocesan clergy.   

 By 1961 the Fathers were saying Mass 

at churches in Dalton, Cartersville, and 

Summerville, as well as at mission stations 

in Jasper and Calhoun.  In 1963 and 1964, it 

became evident that Mass attendance had 

noticeably declined.  Catholic parishioners 

were moving away from Dalton.  The 

Redemptorist superiors were pessimistic 

about the future of the foundation.  Indeed, 

by May 1967, the Dalton foundation was 

canonically suppressed. 

 At Jasper, Redemptorist Fathers 

Bernard Krimm and later Maurice 

McDonald, while stationed at St. Joseph’s in 

Dalton as superiors, helped to organize the 

faithful.  The Dalton house annals note that 

on May 18, 1959, Fr. McDonald and Father 

Anthony Kolb went to Ellijay, Blue Ridge, 

and Jasper on a tour of inspection.  Father 

McDonald was anxious to get to know his 

new parish.  McDonald’s annual report from 

1959 noted that Mass said for first time in 

Jasper on July 4 at 5 pm.  This took place in 

a private home, though he does not list the 

occupant.  The house annals entry for that 

day reads: “Masses well attended at Dalton 

and Cartersville.  Mass was said in Jasper, 

Georgia.  It was said in the Jasper Women's 

Club.  About 25 persons attended, all 

Atlanta Catholics who have cottages on Tate 

Mountain with the exception of one man 

from Jasper, namely Joe Butler.  Formerly 

Mass was celebrated at the home of Mr. 

Henry DeGive at the Tate Mountain Club.  

The site of the Mass was changed to Jasper 

because it is hoped that eventually a chapel 

will be built in this place.  At present it is 

about 100 miles from the Church in 

Copperhill, Tenn., to Marietta, GA.  Jasper 

is about equally distant from both churches.” 

 Catholics in Pickens County, in which 

Jasper and Tate Mountain are situated, had 

been served previously by Marist Fathers, 

who coaxed workers at the Tate marble 

quarries to organize.  The Marists’ Marble 

Hill Mission disappeared around the start of 

the twentieth century, Catholic life came to a 

decided halt.  Only in the years after the 

Depression, when a number of prominent 

Atlanta families began to form a summer 

colony at Tate Mountain Estates, was there 

renewed interest in a church.   

By 1967, Dalton was self-sustaining 

and transferred back to the Diocese of 

Atlanta.  It had a bright future thanks to 

Redemptorist investments of personnel and 

funds.  Including the first foundation of 

Griffin, Redemptorists served 21 different 

communities in the State of Georgia since 

first arriving in 1942. 
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Among the key personalities of the 

Georgia missions, and Dalton in particular, 

one must recognize Father Joe Driscoll, 

pastor at Dalton and future vice-provincial.  

He was born in Brookline, Massachusetts 

and after studies at North East, Ilchester, and 

Esopus, was ordained to the priesthood by 

then-Archbishop Patrick Hayes of New 

York in 1922.  He was first assigned to be 

chaplain to the Midshipmen at the Naval 

Academy in Annapolis, a post he held from 

1924 to 1932.  He served as procurator for 

Holy Redeemer College in Washington and 

then spent twenty-two years as a 

Redemptorist missionary in the South.   

During this time Driscoll built three 

churches for Black Catholics and in 1950 

became the Vice-Province of Richmond’s 

vice-provincial.  While working in the 

pastoral field, he was rector of the Dalton 

missions and established religion classes for 

children living in “Happy Hollow.”  In 

1950, the year he became vice-provincial 

(serving until 1956), he established Camp 

Good Counsel in Gloucester County, 

Virginia.  This was a religious camp and 

unique among projects of this type insofar as 

it had first integrated group of counsellors 

who lived and worked together—employing 

white girls from various high schools in  

Richmond and black girls from St. Francis 

Academy in Rock Castle, Virginia and 

Xavier University in New Orleans. 
                                            +  +  + 

 There is no simple way to assess a 

missionary presence in a community that 

struggled to keep its faith life active over a 

century, but the personalities and good will 

of Redemptorists in Dalton, as well as their 

superiors in provincial government offer an 

interesting case study on the role of the 

order in the local churches in Georgia. 

 The last entry for the Dalton house 

chronicles was written by the rector, Father  

Simon Glasl, C.Ss.R.  It speaks of a 

rationale for the Redemptorists’ leaving, but 

also sums up the sorrow over the decision: 

“May 1967—the archbishop has taken 

Dalton, Calhoun, and Cartersville from us.” 

Though Redemptorists remained in Georgia 

for another thirty years, the seed planted at 

Dalton has continued to flourish without 

them.
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 A renewed Redemptorist ministry and 

collaboration between the Vice-Province of 

Richmond and the Baltimore Province is 

expected to take place in the summer of 

2015.  Both units will send men to Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Parish in Newton Grove, 

North Carolina, where Redemptorists had 

ministered to the Catholic community in the 

Diocese of Raleigh from January 1928—

when it became the second foundation in the 

South after New Smyrna Beach—to 1953.   

 When Bishop William Hafey first 

approached the Redemptorist Provincial 

Father James Barron in February and later in 

June, 1927, about coming to the Raleigh 

Diocese there were obvious 

drawbacks, not least being the 

distance from any major 

town.   

 The bishop wrote that 

“there are about 400 Catholics 

including perhaps thirty or 

forty colored Catholics.  All 

are converts or the children of 

converts.  There is a school 

for both white and colored 

children, at present taught by 

lay teachers, though we are 

quite certain of Sisters in 

1928.  This parish has given 

five sisters and one priest, an 

evidence of the Faith.  The buildings are 

frame structures.  There is no debt on any of 

the property.  The great need is for workers.  

Two priests could be constantly busy.”   

 In July Barron spent a day and a half 

touring the area with Bishop Hafey.  Barron 

was not completely sanguine about the 

prospect, stating to the Superior General that 

the rectory had no running water, gas or 

electricity.  But Father Barron also thought 

that such rudimentary conditions were 

exactly the kind of mission field to which St. 

Alphonsus would approve.   

 In his report to the General, Barron 

stated that he had prayed for light on the 

matter.  “I come to the conclusion,” he said, 

“that God would be displeased if we refused 

such an opportunity because of the sacrifice 

and inconveniences it entailed.”  The 

foundation at Newton Grove was accepted 

by Rome on September 6, 1927 and the 

Redemptorists were given canonical charge 

of the mission on October 25.  

On January 31, 1928, Father 

Joseph McQuaid, was installed 

as pastor and superior.  Four 

Sisters of Mercy staffed the 

school beginning in September 

of that year.  

 Newton Grove’s entire 

Catholic community could be 

attributed to the conversion of 

one man, Dr. John Carr Monk, 

M.D. (d. 1877, pictured at left), 

who in 1870 happened upon a 

Catholic sermon that was used 

as wrapping for medical 

supplies (on Monk, see Charles 

H. Bowman, Jr., “John Carr Monk: Sampson 

County’s Latter Day ‘Cornelius,’” The 

North Carolina Historical Review 50:1 

(January 1973): 52-72).  Monk was so 

impressed by the sermon that he wrote a 

public letter to any priest in Wilmington for 

instruction.   

Past is Future: Redemptorists to Return to  
Newton Grove, North Carolina 

 

By Patrick J. Hayes, Archivist, Baltimore Province 
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 The future Cardinal of Baltimore, James 

Gibbons, while still a bishop, sent a priest 

from Wilmington, Father Mark Gross, to 

Newton Grove as a monthly visitor.  There 

he preached in the open air and scores more 

were converted.  Given the dignity that Dr. 

Monk enjoyed in the community and the 

power of the preacher’s words, practically 

the entire region became Catholic.  Gross 

was honored with the designation of Newton 

Grove’s first church being named for his 

patron, St. Mark.  It was dedicated August 

11, 1874, by then-Bishop Gibbons.   

 One of the early pastors was Father 

Thomas F. Price (1889-

1895), one of the co-founders 

of the Maryknoll 

Missionaries who presently 

being scrutinized for 

sainthood.  St. Mark’s 

became a parish in 1899.  

Another pastor, Father 

Michael Irwin, established 

seven outlying chapels 

during his tenure of 24 years.  

When Bishop Hafey asked 

Redemptorists to take over, it 

was after Father Irwin’s long 

years of service.  When the 

fathers arrived the parish was 

almost completely 

segregated.  The church of 

the Holy Redeemer was 

segregated until 1939, when the diocese 

built a separate chapel, St. Benedict the 

Moor, for Black Catholics.  There were 

separate schools for black and white 

children, as well as separate social halls. 

 After the Redemptorists took over the 

pastoral care of the parish, a large, brick 

rectory with an imposing portico fronting 

Irwin Drive, was built by the order in the 

1930s.  Father McQuaid was joined by a 

team of three other Redemptorists:  Fathers 

Francis Berrong, Augustine Struth, and John 

Frawley, a future provincial (see Rev. 

Joseph P. Leddy, C.Ss.R., “N.C. Mission 

Station Has No Telephone or Railroad,” The 

Bulletin of the Catholic Laymen’s 

Association of Georgia (September 26, 

1931): 2, available at 

http://scr.stparchive.com/Archive/SCR/SCR

09261931p02.php).   

 A mission station at Clinton was added 

to their responsibilities and in 1941 another 

mission for Black Catholics was opened up 

at Goldsboro.  The Newton Grove church 

hall—now called St. Katherine Drexel 

Hall—was acquired from the 

Army in 1948 and 

refurbished in a white 

clapboard style in 1991.  

Today the Congregation’s 

motto forms a bow above the 

lintel of the church door.   

 In May 1953, Bishop 

Vincent Waters (pictured at 

left) decided to integrate the 

parish and he faced fierce 

resistance from a white mob.  

This was the first church of 

any denomination in North 

Carolina to set aside 

segregation.  Many of the 

Black Catholics simply 

vanished, absorbed by other 

denominations.    

 The two confreres then ministering in 

Newton Grove, Fathers Timothy Sullivan 

and Ed McDonough left the parish for safety 

reasons and the parish returned to diocesan 

control by November.  Five years later 

Bishop Waters installed Father Timothy 

Hadden, the state’s first African-American 

secular priest, as pastor.  It was at that time 

that the parish was renamed in honor of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe and a remodeled church 

was dedicated on April 26, 1987.

 
 

 

http://scr.stparchive.com/Archive/SCR/SCR09261931p02.php
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With the passing of Father James McGonagle III, C.Ss.R., on October 14, 2014, the Vice-Province of 

Richmond and the worldwide Congregation lost a remarkable, if unsung hero of the American Civil 

Rights movement.  Through his consistent and often bold pastoral efforts to lead Black Catholics in their 

quest for racial and social equality, Father McGonagle often bore the brunt of whites who resisted.  His 

parish assignments included the foundations at Charlotte and Wilson, North Carolina; Orangeburg and 

Spartansburg, South Carolina; Griffin, Georgia; and Jacksonville, Florida.  Described as a “scholar in a 

corn field” because of his studious habits and gift for languages, he also had a quiet but profound sense 

of right.  During one of the protest marches with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the two clergymen were 

tear-gassed.  Together with the Oblate Sisters of Providence at Southern parishes where they both served, 

McGonagle left an important legacy that helped to usher in better community relations.  Here he is 

pictured with Sister Mary Damian Fassitt, OSP, and the eighth grade graduates of Christ the King, 

Spartansburg, South Carolina, in the late 1950s.  Photo courtesy of the OSP Archives, Baltimore, 

Maryland. – Ed. 

A Most Southern Bostonian: 
James McGonagle, CSSR 


