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A History of the 

OLPH Novena in 

the United States 
 

 What is a novena and what 

might it mean to claim that a 

novena is the first of its kind? 

Standard definitions indicate that 

a novena is a devotion of nine 

days, marked by certain prayers 

that are intentional and express a 

certain urgency. They can be 

communal or private. They can be 

joined by people anywhere, that 

is, they are not subject to location 

or place. A novena differs from 

an octave, which is more festive 

and only eight days. The novena 

is more immediate and hopeful—

dependent upon the two-fold 

desire of petitioner and 

benefactor.  It is para-liturgical, 

though since the nineteenth 

century novenas have enjoyed the 

Church’s favor by way of 

indulgences. 

In this issue: A History of the OLPH Novena in the United States 

Mission in the Wilderness: Redemptorists and Ephrata, Pennsylvania, Some Notes 

Ira Barnes “Brother Joseph” Dutton and Redemptorist Father Ferreol Girardey, C.Ss.R. 

A History of St. Clement’s Health Care Center in Liguori, Missouri 

Announcements 
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 It has been part of the Redemptorists’ 

tradition in North America to celebrate 

novenas of various kinds in its churches and 

shrines. The novena to St. Anthony and the 

novena to the Sacred 

Heart have not been 

unknown. The most 

popular novena, 

however, has been the 

novena to Our Mother 

of Perpetual Help. 

 It is difficult to say 

when the first novena 

to OMPH began in the 

United States, but it is 

not impossible. It all 

depends upon what one 

means by the word 

‘novena’ and when in 

the history of the 

Redemptorists’ 

promotion of this 

devotion the novena’s 

fullness passes a certain threshold. The older 

parishes of the Congregation were among 

the first to promote OLPH devotions and the 

gradual formalization of the novena itself 

grew organically in Boston, New York, and 

Philadelphia before spreading to the West. 

 If we read the accounts of the first days 

and weeks of the establishment of the 

church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

Boston, the inaugural pastor, Father Joseph 

Wissel, C.Ss.R., was moved to launch the 

new parish with the protection of a patroness 

heretofore unknown in America. Boston’s 

future basilica would lay claim to being the 

first church in the United States with the 

title. When the icon was enthroned in the 

first church on May 28, 1871, above the 

main altar Father Wissel preached for three 

quarters of an hour on “the Nature and 

Efficacy of Devotion to Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help.” Did Wissel play a part in 

beginning devotions to OLPH? Was his new 

church a shrine? Not in the formal sense, but 

given his homiletic discourse, he certainly 

awakened the Catholics of Mission Hill to 

the prospect. He also authorized a public 

triduum in honor of OLPH in conjunction 

with the icon’s installation. 

So stirred was the 

congregation, Irish-born 

Father Timothy Enright 

(shown at left) began to 

record numerous miracle 

accounts associated with the 

Church and its patroness. 

The fact that this was 

picked up by the local press 

added to the fervor and 

reputation of the Mission 

Church as a locus for 

healing through the 

intercession of OLPH.   

 Boston is important for 

the history of the OLPH 

novena because the fathers 

there instructed those 

seeking healing or favors to make a novena 

before the icon. Coupling this instruction 

with select prayers and a blessing, the priests 

were, perhaps unwittingly, contriving the 

formula the novena would eventually use. 

But for the first couple of decades, the 

novenas made to OLPH were largely of a 

private nature. In 1884, for instance, the 

house annals report on the cures of two 

individuals who came to the church, met a 

priest who blessed and instructed the visitor 

on the proper form of the novena, and 

prayed with them for healing.  

 In August 1884, a young man “who had 

been deranged” was brought “bound hands 

and foot in a wagon to the church.” One of 

the fathers recited the prayers of the sick 

over him, put an OLPH medal around his 

neck, and then recited with him “9 Our 

Fathers and Hail Marys. After this he made 

his confession and went home much 

changed. He continued to make the novena 

to Our B. Lady and every day grew better.” 
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 On August 15 of that year, two miracles 

were recorded, both of which were the result 

of a novena conducted at the church in 

private. One was a cure of the pastor’s own 

sister, an Ursuline nun, who was near death 

until she completed the novena on the 15th. 

Mother Anastasia Henning, OSU, was the 

blood sister of Father Joseph Henning, 

C.Ss.R. A second cure was affected when a 

woman asked her doctor to postpone surgery 

for “polypus of the womb” in order for her 

to complete her novena. He agreed and later 

found the surgery to be unnecessary when 

he examined his patient immediately after 

August 15—the date she ended her novena. 

 The fathers in Boston were among the 

first to print literature for the purpose of 

guiding the faithful through novena services 

and continued the practice in the early 

twentieth century. From this one can gather 

that the shape of the novena was becoming 

more public, with prescribed prayers, and 

the propagation of the devotion depended 

upon both the word of the priest and the 

media of religious articles and prayer books.  

 One booklet in the Redemptorist 

Archives in Philadelphia gives the 

imprimatur of Boston Archbishop John 

Williams in 1905. The booklet lists prayers 

to be said on the first through third days, 

fourth through sixth days, and seventh 

through ninth days, along with suggested 

meritorious acts and a calendar of the 

principal Marian feasts to time petitions to 

reach maximal effect. Thus, a confluence of 

a developing reputation as a miraculous 

shrine, a barrage of pious literature, and 

fervent ministers advising Mary’s clients on 

the manner of the OLPH devotion lays the 

groundwork for a more formalized and 

accessible novena already in the nineteenth 

century. 

 Does this mean that references to the 

OLPH novena originate in Boston? The 

archival record is suggestive. Writing to 

Father Gorman of the Mission Church in 

April 1906, a correspondent indicates that “I 

followed your good advice given in your 

letter of Nov. 10th, and my family and 

myself joined you in the Novena for my 

brother. I wish to tell you that it has been 

very successful so far and now will you 

please thank Our Lady of Perpetual Help for 

us and ask for my brother the grace to 

persevere in his temperate habits.” A brief 

notice in the November 1904 Annals of Our 

of Lady of Perpetual Help and Purgatorian 

Annual, also printed from the Mission 

Church, a writer noted that “the son of one 

of my friends had not been to confession in 

twenty-five years, and as he was near death, 

I started a Novena to Our Lady for him. On 

the very first day of the Novena he died, 

after receiving the last sacraments in an 

edifying manner.” One can find earlier 

mentions of novenas undertaken by people 

across the United States who were 

counselled to do so by Redemptorists in 

Boston. 

 Among the features of the Boston 

novena is that those clients of Mary who 

sought her favors often performed the 

novena in the context of a shrine. Almost 

from the beginning, the church was 

considered by many in the diocese to have 

the cast of a shrine. Indeed, the house 

chronicles for the Boston community notes 

that in 1886, “Our Lady’s Shrine” receives 

devotees without ceasing. “Many may be 

seen every day praying before it [the icon], 

but on Wednesdays P.M. crowds come to 

hear the miracles read, to make novena, and 

go to Confession. Not less than 32 

miraculous cures are recorded since last 

January 1st.” Thus, the site of the novena as 

well as the special day set aside for 

rehearsing the stories and prayers associated 

with an OLPH novena formed a potent 

alliance for the devotion’s increase. 

 However, place and time alone do not 

seem to be determinative of the novena’s 

efficacy. Nor does the fact that a 
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Redemptorist church, simply because it was 

served by the order, mandated that OLPH 

devotions were part of the fabric of a parish 

devotional culture. For whatever reason, the 

OLPH novena did not catch on in certain 

places, such as St. Peter the Apostle in 

Philadelphia. Though its icon is ensconced 

in the 1880s, monthly or weekly devotions 

did not emerge as a regular part of the 

parish’s devotional practice until late in the 

nineteenth century.  

 Those who did populate the novena 

have sometimes formed themselves into 

groups, the most ubiquitous of 

which is the Archconfraternity 

of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

and St. Alphonsus. First 

established in Limerick in 1868, 

the Archconfraternity made its 

first appearance in the Western 

Hemisphere at the Redemptorist 

parish of St. Boniface in 

Philadelphia. It was canonically 

erected on September 11, 1877. 

Within a few months, 

Archbishop James Wood gave 

the imprimatur for a pamphlet in 

German for St. Boniface 

parishioners enrolled in the 

Confraternity. It was released in 

January 1878. As for 

Philadelphia’s St. Peter the 

Apostle, the Archconfraternity 

did not begin enrolling members 

until it was authorized in 1891, 

just prior to the completion of a 

new side chapel dedicated to 

OLPH. 

 The parish of Most Holy 

Redeemer on the Lower East 

Side of Manhattan followed St. 

Boniface, establishing its 

confraternity in 1878. But 

already in 1873, the New York 

Sun reported on Wednesday 

devotions to OLPH in this 

church. Ostensibly done to 

verify the zeal with which parishioners 

flocked to these devotions, the reporter 

noted that many who gathered on that 

Wednesday were clearly afflicted with some 

kind of malady. Further, “in the second pew 

from the altar steps was an aged woman, 

evidently the mother of a young man who 

sat by her side, reading most devoutly a little 

booklet of devotion to Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help.”  

 Father Rhabanus Preis, C.Ss.R., one of 

the early promoters of the devotion in New 
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York City, led the prayers that day, which 

included the Litany of the Blessed Virgin 

and the Hail Mary. He also gave a brief 

instruction. The article notes that the booklet 

used by the faithful was printed in 1872 by 

Kreuzer Brothers of Baltimore and that 

commencement of the devotion had begun 

in that city already in 1869. New York soon 

followed in 1870, but then St. Louis, Boston 

and Chicago also started devotions in 1871. 

Philadelphia’s St. Peter the Apostle printed 

its own OLPH devotionals in English in 

1889 (see below). 

 Father Preis (shown at left), definitely 

saw that the icon at Third Street was one 

more spiritual weapon in the Redemptorist 

healing arsenal. At Most Holy Redeemer, 

the use of Lourdes Water and other 

implements were part and parcel of a 

broader healing ministry. In 1873, the New 

York Sun reported that the Fathers at Third 

Street were “inspiring hope in the breasts of 

the sick, the maimed, and the blind” through 

recourse to OLPH. The newspaper indicated 

that every Wednesday the devotion was held 

with a brief instruction. It was a particular 

gift of Father Preis to deliver these in the 

simple language of Germans in 

Kleindeutschland. 

 In New York in 1916, according to 

Father Joseph Schmidt, C.Ss.R., the pastor 

of Most Holy Redeemer at the time, the 

devotion had become a regular occurrence. 

“Every 2 Sunday evening of the month,” he 

wrote, “we have the devotion of the Archc. 

In Church, with 

sermon on Bl. Mother, 

reading the intentions 

and the prayers to our 

Lady of Perp. Help 

and St. Alphonsus. 

Every Wednesday 

afternoon at the 

blessing of the sick in 

the short sermon, 

mention is made of 

this devotion to our 

Lady of Perp. Help 

and prayers said in her 

honor. Yearly from 2 

to 3 thousand booklets 

treating of this 

devotion, 2000 

pictures with prayers 
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attached and about 1000 novena slips, 

amounting in all to about 5000 booklets and 

leaflets are distributed.”  

 The so-called “perpetual novena”—a 

weekly recitation of formulaic prayers 

coupled with a short sermon, prescribed 

hymns, blessings and benediction—does not 

appear to make itself a common practice in 

American churches until the twentieth 

century, but in 1878 in Santiago, Chile, 

Father Peter Merges, C.Ss.R., began a 

movement popularly known as the 

“Perpetual Supplication.” Clusters of the 

faithful take it upon themselves to pray 

publicly before the picture of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help each day. When 

Redemptorists went out to parishes to preach 

missions, frequently they would erect a 

shrine to Our Lady with the picture of 

OLPH or gift an icon to the parish as a 

permanent remembrance. 

 In Brooklyn, the beginning of the 

“Solemn Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual 

Help” was marked at May 6, 1894 at the 

Redemptorists’ church of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help. Not yet a basilica, this 

church grew into one of the largest parishes 

in the United States. But in 1894, when 

Father John B. Daily began the devotion, it 

was still endeavoring to build its pastoral 

reputation. Within days of its launch, the 

Altar Society was formed and school plans 

were being finalized. Little mention is given 

in the house chronicles other than to state 

that on May 6, OLPH leaflets were 

distributed, with “prayers today at all the 

Masses, so as to spread devotion to our 

Lady.”  

 Indeed, the practice of a Wednesday 

novena did not commence right away. It is 

also difficult to tell when the practice was 

given any sort of official inauguration. The 

“Brief of Indulgences” for the OLPH icon 

arrived in the parish on January 9, 1895, but 

nothing indicates an announcement was 

made to the people about this or whether it 

prompted the erection of the 

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help and St. Alphonsus, which was typically 

a precursor for the formalization of the 

novena devotion. In May 1896, a notation in 

the house annals indicates that “during the 

month of Our Blessed Mother we shall have 

devotions in honor of the Queen of May 

every Wednesday evening at 7:30. The 

diocesan regulations allow devotions in the 

churches only once a week during this 

month.” From this it can be gathered that 

such devotions were circumscribed by the 

local diocese, but also that the devotions 

themselves were somewhat ad hoc and did 

not continue past May. Also, to call these 

devotions a weekly perpetual novena would 

clearly be a misnomer.  

 Still, a notice in the1944 Parish 

Monthly Bulletin marked the 50th 

anniversary of the devotion’s launch under 

the headline “Solemn Novena to Our Mother 

of Perpetual Help”: “During those long 

years Our Blessed Mother has watched over 

and protected the people of this parish. She 

has blessed your homes; she has watched 

over your little children; she has helped 

countless number of her clients to live holy 

lives within the shadow of her Shrine.” The 

significance of the novena during the war 

was highlighted. For those who remained 

faithful to OLPH, her consoling love would 

serve as a balm for lonely and threatened 

sons and sweethearts who had gone off to 

fight in Europe and the Pacific. The Bulletin 

advised Mary’s devotees to write to the 

soldiers overseas and tell them that they 

would be making the novena for them, in 

order that Mary’s favors would give them 

courage and solace. 

 

The Rock Church novena 

 

 Of all the claims made about the OLPH 

novena, however, there has been a persistent 

myth that the St. Alphonsus Rock Church in 
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St. Louis began the modern, standard form 

of the devotion—almost as if it was cut from 

whole cloth. Indeed, at least one 

authoritative study suggests that the Rock 

not only had the first shrine dedicated to 

OLPH (a claim several East Coast 

foundations could dispute), “immense 

crowds” began assembling “week to week” 

beginning in 1922. Perhaps without even 

realizing the apparent contradiction, this 

same source indicates that the perpetual 

novena to OLPH officially began at the 

Rock in 1928 and that from there it spread 

around the world. 

 To obtain the proper 

picture of the St. 

Alphonsus Rock Church 

and its role in advancing 

the novena, we need to 

be more dispassionate 

and honest, setting our 

claims against the 

foregoing and being 

more precise with the 

meanings of our words.  

 First, according to 

the Rock’s house annals, 

the OLPH icon was 

solemnly ensconced 

above an altar shipped 

from Munich and paid 

for by the people of St. 

Louis. There is no 

indication that this altar was to be a separate 

or special shrine, but it was open to being 

approached by anyone. It was blessed by 

then-Provincial Joseph Helmprecht on 

December 7, 1873, at the opening of the 

Triduum conducted by Father Giles 

Smulders. 

 According to the Rock Church’s jubilee 

book, the “shrine” developed over time. It 

explained that “the shrine in honor of Our 

Mother of Perpetual Help that had been 

erected in 1893 [sic], received its final 

embellishment in the winter and spring of 

1922.” By that time, Father Andrew Browne 

(shown below), had been appointed the new 

director of the Archconfraternity of Our 

Mother of Perpetual Help at the Rock and he 

is to be credited with being the weekly 

novena’s principal advocate. He is the one 

who began devotions at the shrine on the 

first Sunday of each month. Owing to his 

lively preaching, numbers of attendees 

increased at the monthly devotions. An 

appeal by the laity was made and a Sunday 

afternoon service was added. On average, 

about 3,500 people attended these two 

Sunday services.  

 Browne knew that 

the Marian feasts, 

particularly the feast of 

Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help, would be 

occasions to encourage 

the faithful to bring their 

cares before the icon. To 

that end, he arranged a 

triduum that led up to the 

Feast of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help. The 

numbers who came to 

the Rock were now 

packing the church and 

the Redemptorists had to 

open the school in order 

to handle the overflow. 

 When the new 

shrine was dedicated in June 1922, it marked 

a new phase in the devotion. No longer 

would the services be confined to the 

Archconfraternity or to two meetings on the 

first Sunday of the month. The dedication 

launched a public novena, June 9 to 18, 

which drew 4,000 on the first day alone. 

Father William Brennan preached. The 

number of daily services increased again, 

this time to three, but even with that the 

throngs of people increased so that the 

Church, school, and auditorium were 

routinely filled. By the end of the novena, it 



8 
 

was estimated that 40,000 people had 

participated.  

 A petition was made to Father Browne 

and the Redemptorist community to have 

this devotion continue weekly and 

irrespective of any particular feast. Seeing 

the fervor of the people, it was decided to 

have devotions every Tuesday 

afternoon in addition to the two 

Sunday gatherings. The numbers 

continued unabated. For his part, 

when Father Browne was 

transferred to OLPH in Kansas 

City in September 1924, he 

brought with him the techniques 

he learned for developing the 

novena and grew both the 

archconfraternity and the novena 

in his new assignment. In the three 

short months he was in Kansas City, the 

popularity of the novena became an 

entrenched devotion there, too.  

 The growth of the novena in western 

churches was aided considerably in 1927, 

when Father Joseph Chapoton’s Sketch of 

the Miraculous Image and the Confraternity 

of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

and St. Alphonsus; Also a 

Practical Method of Making a 

Novena (Omaha: Colonial Press, 

1927), was published. This 

pocket-sized manual would 

eventually be printed in the tens of 

thousands and used in 

Redemptorist churches around the 

world. Father Chapoton (shown at 

left) helped solidify the Rock’s 

reputation as a locus for the 
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novena’s significance are likely to have 

originated under his watch and by his 

preaching of the first solemn novena there 

during the feast in 1916. One would like to 

believe that he would have enjoyed seeing 

his novena texts used by so many. He died 

in 1925, two years ahead of their 

publication. 

 The next novena was planned for 

January 7 to 15, 1923. Local newspapers 

took notice and indicated that the average 

attendance was “about 7,000 and at the 

closing exercises on Monday night the 

ushers reported over 8, 

000 as their actual count. 

Aisles, sanctuary, and 

sacristies were filled at 

every service, and many 

who came late were 

unable to obtain entrance 

until after the exercises. 

They came from all parts 

of the city and suburbs, 

and from neighboring 

towns and rural districts.” 

 The fiftieth 

anniversary of the 

installation of the icon at 

the Rock Church was 

celebrated in December 

1923. Again, preparations 

were made for extensive 

crowds and no one was 

surprised when they came 

by the thousands, each day, and over several 

services conducted. No doubt the collective 

experience of the devotions, where people 

gathered shoulder to shoulder, fueled the 

legendary character of the Rock’s novena 

and made it ripe for export.  

 It may be that on account of the 

significantly high numbers of people 

attending the novena so intensely over the 

course of two years, and doing so with 

continued regularity, the Rock’s novena was 

lifted up as being truly a “first.” That is, by 

dint of numbers alone—as well as the 

organizational efforts of the pastoral staff—

the novena became an event without parallel 

in all of St. Louis. It was and remains the 

largest religious gatherings in that city in all 

of its history.  

 With it, though, we are able to see how 

the novena came about in full flower. That 

is, it was public, followed a formula, and 

weekly. Its popularity was ratified by the 

people themselves, who requested a weekly 

service. And it was replicable in other 

locations without necessarily being 

dependent upon the personality and 

charisma of a particular Redemptorist. 

 This history makes no claim at 

comprehensiveness, but it should lay waste 

to the notion that “the Wednesday novena” 

originated in any one place at any given 

time. As legendary as the novena is, it has 

taken multiple forms in different locales—

often through the singular efforts of this or 

that Redemptorist have helped to orchestrate 

a pronounced devotional legacy that spans 

generations.  

—PJH       
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Few places on the Redemptorist atlas can boast of having been the site of a mission 

house, parish, novitiate, and senior living facility, but in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a former race 

track and working farm was transformed into all four. St. Clement’s Mission House preceded the 

erection of the parish of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, but their close ties have helped produce 

fruitful ministries around the Diocese of Harrisburg and beyond.  

The mission house began in the mansion deeded to the Redemptorists by Mrs. Clara 

Willson, widow of Reading, PA, an eye-glass manufacturer and horse breeder Thomas Willson. 

She stood on the porch when Fathers Thomas Jones, Alphonse Herzog, and Florian Reichert, 

together with Brother Christopher, arrived to take possession. She was not ready to move out. 

The Redemptorists returned two days later, August 5, 1914 and, after payment to Mrs. Willson 

of $49,000, the Clare Point Stock Farm became St. Clement’s Mission. The mansion alone cost 

$40,000 to construct in 1901 and the property, with four other stone houses and all 

improvements totaling about 80 acres, was estimated by Mrs. Willson to be worth half a million. 

  

How they got there… 

 

 Bishop John Shanahan of Harrisburg (d. 1916) had been informed of the Redemptorists’ 

interest in the Ephrata property earlier in March 1914. The bishop gave his endorsement. Father 

Anthony Kaul, the pastor of the church in Lancaster, had indicated that Benedictines, Passionists, 

and Holy Cross fathers were approached but they declined to invest in the property. When the 

Redemptorists visited his parish of St. Anthony in Lancaster for a mission, March 8-23, 1914, he 

St. Clement’s Mission House and Our Mother of Perpetual 

Help Parish: Notes for a History 
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invited the two missionaries—Fathers Albert 

Stern and Aloysius Willinger, to tour the 

Ephrata property on Saturday, the 22nd. The 

next and final day of the mission, Father 

Stern wrote to the provincial, Very Rev. 

Joseph Schneider, to alert him of the 

prospect. Father Augustine Dooper, the 

consultor, came out to Lancaster at once, 

examined the site and mentioned to Father 

Stern that he was not to give any indication 

of the Redemptorists’ interest. He was only 

authorized to indicate to Bishop Shanahan, 

who was coming for confirmations in 

Lancaster later that week, that if he desired 

the Redemptorists to make a permanent 

foundation in his diocese, he might write to 

the provincial to do so. At the time, the 

provincial was Father Joseph Schneider. He 

wrote the following to the pastor at 

Lancaster, April 4, 1914: 

 

“Your kind favor of the 3rd inst., 

just received. I thank you sincerely 

for the interest that you are taking 

of the Ephrata proposition. From 

the reports that I have received, I 

am in favor of Ephrata, but as we 

have not yet heard from the Rt. 

Rev. Bishop, it would not be proper 

for us to do anything without his 

invitation. Until I receive this, I 

cannot ask our Most Rev. Father 

General for 

permission to 

buy the property. 

This permission 

is necessary, as 

the amount is 

much more than 

what I can 

dispose of. 

Furthermore, the 

purchase 

presumes a new 

foundation. Now 

the acceptance 

of a new 

foundation is reserved to our Mst. Rev. F. 

General. As my consultors are away, and 

will be absent until about the middle of the 

month, I do not see how I can give a definite 

answer before their return. If the Lord 

wishes us to take a new foundation in 

Ephrata, he will dispose of things in such a 

way that we will get the property. Should 

the property be sold before I can get the 

necessary permission, I would consider this 

as a sign that God does not wish us to settle 

in Ephrata. Thanking you for all your 

interest and kindness, I remain, Yours very 

gratefully, Jos. A. Schneider, C.Ss.R.”     

 

 God willed it!  So, Redemptorists went 

to Ephrata (cf. Ps 132). Father Schneider 

received all the necessary approbations and 
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secured the property. While on a visit to 

Ephrata on August 11, 1914, the provincial 

blessed his new foundation and placed it 

under the patronage St. Clement.  

 There were five Catholic families in the 

Ephrata area at the time totaling 28 souls. 

The house chronicle reports not a single 

Catholic in Ephrata, a town of 4,000 with 13 

different religious sects. In 1917 that 

changed. The family of Thomas Wright was 

the first Catholic family. The Redemptorists’ 

new “parish” consisted of 12 townships over 

273 square miles. Everyone referred to the 

farm and creek as “the Catholic Farm” or 

“the Catholic Creek.” 

 The celebration of the first Mass 

occurred in the Mansion’s dining room on 

August 6, 1914. The first Sunday service on 

August 9 had 13 Catholics present, among 

whom were Mr. and Mrs. John Conlin with 

Mary, Joseph, and Rita Conlin (from 

Akron); Mrs. S. J. McPoland (Milway); Mrs. 

W. R. Dunn; Misses Rose De Carlo, Grace I. 

Beritelli, and Marie C. Masé. 

 On August 15, 1914—feast of Our 

Lady’s Assumption—the collection at Mass 

(15 souls) was $1.37. On the last Sunday in 

September the number was 34 in attendance 

and $3.80 in the collection plate. Gradual 

increases in the numbers of area Catholics 

occurred not merely because of conversions, 

but mainly because of work and other 

demographic changes. 

 The house annals for St. Clement’s 

reported that on September 13, 1914, Mrs. 

Catherine Conlin was the first sick call. She 

received viaticum on September 14 and died 

“fortified with the last rites of the Church” 

on September 15. Hers was the first funeral 

with High Mass of Requiem on September 

19. 

 In those days, St. Clement’s was still 

partly a working farm. On October 8, 1914, 

two horses from Saratoga—Lena and 

Frank—were sent to the Ephrata fathers to 

help in the pasture. A day later an altar 
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donated by Fr. Thomas Galvin, C.Ss.R., 

arrived to replace the makeshift altar set up 

in the dining room. It was too large to fit 

through the door and had to be sawed in 

two. A melodian (two-peddle organ) was 

bought for the chapel with the promise that 

it would be returned to Catholics at New 

Holland in the event a parish was erected 

there. In November, a library of books from 

Esopus sprang up. The first Christmas was 

spent in the house with all parishioners 

making their confession and receiving Holy 

Communion. They enjoyed a cup of coffee 

and bread and the fathers gave treats to the 

Sunday School children and their parents. 

The year closed quietly. 

 

 

 Soon, the Redemptorists began to 

explore the surrounding area, taking a 

census of the Catholics that could be found. 

Father William White (seen below) 

purchased a harness and buggy in 1916 for 

visitation of outlying Catholics, some of 

which clustered in New Holland. A few 

years later, he negotiated rent on the former 

Town Council Chamber on Main Street and 

began celebrating Mass there twice each 

month. Father Lawrence Jung, C.Ss.R., was 

assigned as the regular priest for New 

Holland’s nascent Catholic community, 

which was gathered under the patronage of 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux. He began liturgical 

celebrations in a makeshift chapel on the 

third floor of the American Legion Hall, 

where Mass continued until 1940, when it 

was decided to build a parish church. 
 

Redemptorist brothers 

 

 Redemptorist brothers had their 

seminary at St. Gerard’s Hall—the former 

Willson mansion—beginning in 1929. The 

brothers were there from 1929 to 1937; 1944 

to 1957; and again from 1961 to September 

1969, when it was dissolved due to lack of 

candidates. The first period at St. Gerard’s 

Hall was a training school. In the second 

period the training school was united with 

the novitiate. In the third period the training 

school was kept at St. Gerard’s, but the 

brothers’ novitiate was attached to the 

novitiate for future Redemptorist priests in 

Ilchester, Maryland.  

 The fathers in Ephrata built the new 

monastery adjacent to the mansion for 

themselves and reserved the mansion for the 

brothers, but during the second period, the 

top floor had to accommodate an influx of 

brother novices and many fathers were re-

assigned throughout the province to make 

way.  

 The groundbreaking for this new 

monastic house, still under the title of St. 
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Clement’s Mission House, began on 

December 2, 1924, and was completed in 

January 1926. In the intervening year, 1925, 

23 missions had been preached, over 22,000 

confessions were heard, 28 retreats given to 

religious and laity (with an additional 6,500 

confessions heard in those exercises), the 40 

Hours Devotions were preached 37 times 

(with another 11,000 confessions recorded), 

Sunday assistance to other parishes 

numbered 90 (with another 7,700 

confessions heard). This was truly a 

missionary house.  

 Until the late 1930s, however, there was 

no parochial ministry that had been 

formalized for the Redemptorists, but a 

parish was contemplated as the numbers of 

Catholics grew. The Mission House chapel 

served as the center of worship for the 

community at large, but it was bursting. To 

raise funds for the projected parish, the 

rectors sold Samuel Mondo cigars to 

Redemptorists around the country. Mr. 

Mondo and his family lived in one of the 

cottages on the estate from 1920 to 1952. 

One year, at the behest of Father White, they 

sold 98,000 cigars.  

 Their campaign was successful, for on 

May 2, 1940, ground was broken for the first 

Catholic church in Ephrata at the corner of 

Pine and Church Streets. The cornerstone 

was laid on August 11, 1940, at which time 

a sermon was preached by the rector, Father 

Edwin Shearer, a former World War I 

chaplain and former National Chaplain of 

the Catholic Veterans of Foreign Wars. The 

first Mass in the Church of Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help was celebrated on Christmas 

Eve, 1940. The space could sit 200 

comfortably and there was a large hall 

below the upstairs church. Its formal 

dedication took place on April 20, 1941, 

with Bishops George Leech of Harrisburg, 

Hugh Boyle of Pittsburg, and Auxiliary 

Bishop William O’Brien of Chicago 

(President of the Church Extension Society) 

presiding. On the same day, a new church at 

New Holland was also dedicated to Our 

Lady of Lourdes. This, too, was conducted 

by the Redemptorists. 

 Parochial education in the post-war 

years was important for Ephrata residents. A 

new school was blessed on October 13, 

1957. On that occasion, Bishop George 

Leech called attention to the work of 

Redemptorists in the Diocese: “In all these 

eighty-nine years since the erection of the 

Harrisburg Diocese there is no religious 

community whose superiors and 

individual priests have more 

recognized our missionary situation 

and have given more generously, 

perseveringly, and effectively of 

their spiritual and temporal talents 

to the solving of our diocesan 

missionary problem than have our 

beloved Redemptorists.”  When it 

opened there were 126 pupils. In 

seven years, the number more than 

doubled to 283. Bernardine Sisters 

were in charge. 

 Adaptation to the changes 

brought on by the Second Vatican 

Council in the 1960s were met with 

ease and grace. Redemptorists  
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stationed in Ephrata were very much in tune 

with the conciliar proceedings and some had 

kept track of the roles played by their 

confreres serving as theological experts. 

While the liturgical changes were sometimes 

assimilated in fits and starts, new programs 

of empowerment of the laity in things like 

the parish council quickly moved from being 

experimental to fully integrated.  

 By April 2, 1975, when Father General 

Joseph Pfab, C.Ss.R., accompanied by 

Father John Ruef, C.Ss.R., made visitation 

to the Ephrata community, touring all the 

Redemptorists’ local churches on that day, 

the parish’s future was exceedingly bright. 

Indeed, within just a few days, OMPH 

experienced its first ordination. Father Barry 

Gross (from St. James, Lititz) was ordained 

in Ephrata for the Diocese of Lafayette, 

Indiana, by Bishop Raymond J. Gallagher, 

April 5, 1975. Within a couple of years, the 

first Redemptorist vocation from Ephrata 

professed final vows. Father Richard 

Michalik, C.Ss.R., was ordained at Mount 

St. Alphonsus, Esopus, NY, May 29, 1977, 

and said his first Mass in the OMPH Parish 

Center on June 5. He subsequently left the 

Congregation, but his 

brother, Anthony, soon 

received the gift of holy 

orders as a Redemptorist 

priest. He continues his 

ministry in the 

Redemptorists’ Mission 

Church in Boston. 

 Benefactions have 

been one of the hallmarks 

of Catholic life in Ephrata. 

On March 3, 1983, Brother 

Dick Doremus—a 

Trinitarian brother who 

played the organ at OMPH 

since 1949—left a bequest 

to the parish of $40,000. A 

new organ was secured and the church’s 

exterior cleaned and repointed. However, 

two massive undertakings were met with 

unity and stalwart determination. In 1976, a 

Parish Center was built. The Catholic 

population grew so large that two of the 

Sunday Masses had to be conducted in its 

gymnasium to accommodate the overflow 

from the church. In the early nineties, the 

Redemptorists and Ephrata Catholics began 

to consider a new, larger church. On January 

18, 1994, the accumulation of snow and ice 

on the roof caused the Parish Center to 

collapse and this became the urgent impetus 

for the project. Under Father Arthur Gildea, 

a more commodious structure was erected 

and blessed by Bishop Nicholas Dattilo on 

December 8, 1995.  

 

Low points 

 

 Catholic life in Ephrata was not always 

easy or positive. For instance, smallpox ran 

rampant through the area in the winter of 

1924. People were obliged to avoid contact 

with one another. While church services 

were disrupted because of this, the positive 

aspect was that meetings of the Ku Klux 

Klan were also outlawed.  

At the groundbreaking for the new 

OMPH school, 1957, Fr. Harold Wilson. 
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 Still, the Ku Klux Klan was active in 

the Ephrata area during the interwar period. 

On the morning of April 4, 1924, the fathers 

noticed that “a large wooden cross had been 

erected during the night on Kienzer’s Hill—

opposite to the Gate House at the head of the 

property. “We suspected the Ku Klux Klan 

as having put it there and were awaiting 

developments,” the chronicler wrote. “But in 

the course of the day we ascertained that at 

9:30 Thursday night the Klansmen had put a 

large fire at the base of the cross and thus 

attracted a lot of attention in town.  

 Unfortunately, all their efforts were lost 

upon the inhabitants of St. Clement’s—for 

scarcely anyone noticed the 

demonstration—nobody realized what was 

actually going on. This was the second time 

this year that their efforts failed to attract our 

attention. I hope they give us advance notice 

next time so that we may all participate or 

rather witness their frantic efforts to disturb 

our peace. The cross was suddenly spirited 

away between 2 and 3 pm today.”    

 Again, April 22, the Klan returned. “At 

about 8:30 pm we heard what sounded like 

gun shots into our field. We looked out and 

saw that sky-rockets were dropping into our 

field. They were being set off in the open 

field beyond Park Ave. After three or four 

had thus been directed toward our property 

we saw a fire started and in a twinkling a 

large cross about 15 ft. high stood fully 

ablaze. In the bright light shed by this 

burning cross we could see four figures of 

men in the regalia of the Ku Klux Klan 

dressed in their ‘nighties’ with ‘pillow slips’ 

over their heads. They pranced up and down 

for about a minute or two and then receded 

toward Church Avenue where we could see 

them standing near the houses. There were 

about 20 other persons near the cross when 

the latter was first set afire but they also 

skulked away. After burning for about 15 or 

20 minutes the cross was thrown down by 

some of the brave Knights and the 

demonstration against the Catholics was at 

an end. ‘Sic transit gloria mundi.’”   

 The Klan continued to agitate, sending 

the fathers an open invitation to attend a 

rally to “hear speakers of national 

prominence” and to enlist those who were 

interested in “keeping America American.”  

The fathers declined to attend, preferring to 

have benediction in the house chapel 

instead.  

 During World War II, the men of the 

Mission House lost one of their own. Word 

arrived that a member of the Ephrata 

community was killed in action on Okinawa 

during World War II. Father Lawrence 

Lynch, a Brooklyn native who had been 

assigned to St. Clement’s Mission House, 

was a chaplain in the Pacific theater. He 

died on April 24, 1945. Father Lynch was 

memorialized on Ephrata’s Main Street, 

where a banner dedicated to this popular 

chaplain was erected along its “veterans’ 

highway” in the fall of 2021. 

 St. Clement’s and OMPH were not 

immune from occasional catastrophes. In 

addition to the roof collapse of January 

1994, fire damaged St. Gerard Hall’s 

Recreation Center, site of the present food 

pantry, on March 29, 1974. Brother John 

Bosco Hammond, a member of the local 

volunteer fire department, helped extinguish 

the fire, which took place in his own 

backyard.  

 

Growth of other churches  

 

 From the St. Clement’s Mission House 

was spawned St. James the Greater in Lititz 

and Our Lady of Lourdes in New Holland. 

Redemptorist presence in the Diocese of 

Harrisburg was also manifest in their 

ministry at St. Anthony in Lancaster, PA. 
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 The first Mass in Lititz took place on 

June 21, 1917 and was celebrated by Father 

William White, in a rented room on East 

Main Street, opposite the Post Office. When 

the first Church of St. James, Lititz, was 

erected it was White who celebrated the first 

Mass in that building, too. This occurred 

April 4, 1920. The church building was the 

former Church of St. James, a Lutheran 

worship space, which was sold at public 

auction to the Redemptorists for $2,825, not 

including the bell, which went to them for 

$50. The growth of the Catholic community 

in Lititz necessitated the construction of a 

new church. It was completed by Fr. Frank 

Nelson, with first Mass celebrated on July 2, 

1978.  

 In New Holland, the first Mass took 

place on July 28, 1919, in a rented room in 

the Showalter Building on Main Street. It 

was also conducted by Father William 

White. When the parish in New Holland was 

formalized and a new church building was 

erected under the patronage of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Father Edward Shearer celebrated 

the opening Mass on Christmas day, 1940. 

Like the growth of other communities 

served by the Redemptorists, an increase in 

the number of Catholics was became evident 

and necessitated building a larger church. 

Our Lady of Lourdes second church was 

completed in September 1972 and the 

opening Mass took place on September 2, 

1972. Bishop Joseph Daley blessed the 

church on September 24, 1972. 

Our Lady of Lourdes, New Holland, PA 



18 
 

RECTORS/PASTORS of St. CLEMENT / OMPH 

 

Very Rev. Thomas Jones, 1914-1918 

Very Rev. Joseph O'Reilly, 1918-1921 

Very Rev. James Lynch, 1921-1925 

Very Rev. Michael Gearin, 1925-1930 

Very Rev. James Clark, 1930-1933 

Very Rev. Patrick Leonard, 1933-1936  

Very Rev. Joseph Murphy, 1936-1939 

Very Rev. John Hosey, 1939-1940 

Very Rev. Edwin Shearer, 1940-1942 

Very Rev. Joseph Daley, 1942-1947 

Very Rev. Stephen McKenna, 1947-1950 

Very Rev. Charles Schruefer, 1950-1956 

Very Rev. Thomas Tobin, 1953-1957 

Very Rev. Francis Newell, 1957-1962 

Very Rev. John Brennan 1962-1968 

Very Rev. Paul Callahan 1968-1970 

Very Rev. William Carr 1970-1976 

Very Rev. Paul Bryan 1976-1981 

Very Rev. Edward Jackson 1981-1987 

Very Rev. William Geiger 1987-1993 

Very Rev. Arthur Gildea 1993-1999 

Very Rev. Raymond Collins 1999-2005 

Very Rev. Patrick McGarrity 2005- 2011 

Very Rev. Gerard Szymkoviak, 2011-2018 

Very Rev. Kevin Moley, 2018-present 

 

Those buried in the St. Clement’s Mission House Cemetery: 

 

Rev. Peter Wartinger, 1932 

Bro. Gregory Bye, 1935 

Rev. Henry Jung, 1935 

Bro. Lambert Garpszts, 1935 

Rev. George Hespelein, 1935 

Rev. John Meier, 1937 

Bro. Raymond Nist, 1943 

Bro. Frederick Massing, 1947 

Rev. Walter Cahill, 1964 

Rev. George Acres, 1968 

Bro. Paul Kiernan, 1971 

Rev. James Dugan, 1974 

Rev. John Wise, 1981 

Rev. Gerard Kuhn, 1984 

Rev. Chris Daughan, 1988 

Rev. Joseph Heminghaus, 1992 

Bro. Michael Schultz, 1994 

Bro. Anthony Strella, 1996 

Rev. Edward Jackson, 1998 

Rev. George Gardiner, 1999 

Rev. William Rosner, 1999 

Rev. John Wright, 2001 

Rev. John Dorf, 2002 

Rev. William Geiger, 2007 

Rev. Dennis Demko, 2009 

Rev. John Creaven, 2010 

Rev. James Small, 2013 

Rev. Clement Cahill, 2013 

Rev. Paul Miller, 2016 

Rev. Paul Bryan, 2019 

Rev. James Geiger, 2021
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 On November 17, 2021, the American bishops gathered at their annual Fall conference and 

heard the Bishop Larry Silva of Honolulu ask whether there were any objections among 

members of the conference to a proposed opening of the cause for canonization of Ira Barnes 

Dutton. The bishops voted overwhelmingly to allow 

the cause to proceed to the local diocesan phase of the beatification process.1  

 Commonly known as Brother Joseph Dutton, a native of Stowe, Vermont, he was the close 

collaborator of both St. Damien de Veuster and St. Marianne Cope, whose fame of sanctity for 

their work among the victims of Hansen’s Disease on the Hawaiian Island of Molokai became 

the subject of books and articles, including those of Scottish writer Robert Louis Stevenson. 

While de Veuster died of the disease in April 1889, after sixteen years on Molokai, and Cope 

later died in August 1918 after three decades of ministry, Dutton served the lepers of Molokai for 

44 years without incident—a longer tenure than both of his saintly companions. 

 The story of Ira Barnes Dutton has a particularly important Redemptorist twist, but his 

biography needs a short rehearsal first. Born in 

Stowe, Vermont, April 27, 1843, Dutton’s 

father, Ezra Dutton, was a farmer who also 

worked as a cobbler. His mother, Abigail 

Barnes, was a schoolteacher. The family moved 

to Janesville, Wisconsin in 1847. At the age of 

six, Ira started doing odd jobs around James 

Southerland’s bookstore, where he mastered the 

art of bookbinding and learned some of the 

printing trade. 

 Dutton received most of his early education 

from his mother and did not enter school until 

the age of 12. Later he attended Milton 

Academy and Milton College. With the onset of 

the Civil War, he became a cadet of the 

Janesville Zouave Corps, a group that was 

eventually enrolled as Company B of the 

volunteer regiment that emerged as the 13th 

Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. Dutton was soon 

appointed regimental quartermaster sergeant, 

later promoted to Lieutenant and  ultimately 

Captain. The regiment never engaged in any 

major battles. He never lost his sense of

 
1 See https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishops-affirm-advancement-cause-beatification-and-canonization-

servant-god-joseph and https://www.hawaiicatholicherald.com/2021/11/24/bishops-affirm-sainthood-causes-for-

dutton-two-others/ 

Ira Barnes “Brother Joseph” Dutton and 

Redemptorist Father Ferreol Girardey, C.Ss.R. 
 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishops-affirm-advancement-cause-beatification-and-canonization-servant-god-joseph
https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishops-affirm-advancement-cause-beatification-and-canonization-servant-god-joseph
https://www.hawaiicatholicherald.com/2021/11/24/bishops-affirm-sainthood-causes-for-dutton-two-others/
https://www.hawaiicatholicherald.com/2021/11/24/bishops-affirm-sainthood-causes-for-dutton-two-others/
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patriotism and often manifested an overt 

jingoism, in later life festooning his offices 

with bunting of the stars-and-stripes, and 

ceremoniously raising Old Glory each 

morning outside his home.2  For the rest of 

his life, he kept up ties to his former 

regiment, in whose ranks he rose to become 

a captain.   

 After the war Dutton served as a 

quartermaster’s agent in the War 

Department for two years in Tennessee, 

Kentucky, and Ohio—mainly erecting 

cemeteries for the purpose of reburying 

disinterred war dead.   

 Without much forethought and 

somewhat enamored of her beauty, he 

married a woman in 1866 who possessed 

considerable charm, but a meager 

understanding of marital fidelity. She left 

him the following year. He later referred to 

the marriage as his “first serious mistake.”3 

They were not legally divorced until 

1881. Dutton spoke very little of his 

marriage in the intervening decades. 

 By 1868, he was co-owner of a 

distillery in rural Mississippi, and developed 

the habit of taking a drink every hour of the 

working day.4 The business failed. In 1870 

he moved to Memphis, and courted women 

of a certain social stature, but without 

pursuing any of them seriously.5 Dutton 

 
2  Cf. Dutton to Kenkel (director of the Catholic 

Central Verein), September 26, 1917, in Archives of 

the University of Notre Dame (hereafter AUND), 

CCCV, 7/20, in which Dutton comments on the 

American entrance into the First World War, and the 

need “to gain complete and emphatic victory in the 

present war.” 
3  Cf. Anwei V. Skinsnes Law and Richard A. 

Wisniewski, Kalaupapa National Historic Park and 

the Legacy of Father Damien (Honolulu:  Pacific 

Basin Enterprises, 1988), 47. 
4  Ibid., 48.  Cf., also, Robert Darling, “Ira Barnes 

Dutton, Brother Joseph Dutton, 1843-1931,” 

collection description for the Beloit Historical 

Society, Beloit, Wisconsin, n.d. 
5  There is a question relative to Dutton’s marital 

status at the time.  Much later, and reflecting on a 

turned again to the bottle, became 

despondent, and—as he often put it in his 

later letters—“sowed his wild oats” by 

“giving way to immodesty in pictures, dress, 

and ‘the gay life.’”6  

 While in Memphis he met the Semmes 

family, who were Catholics and whose 

company led Dutton into a sustained period 

of self-examination.  He finalized his 

divorce, paid his debts, and took the pledge. 

This period of aridity, as the mystics might 

call it, led Dutton to make another change in 

his life around the beginning of 1882. For a 

time, he thought of becoming an 

Episcopalian priest. It is unclear from his 

correspondence why he abandoned the 

notion, though he mentions that a period 

devoted to the study of Christian history led 

him in a different direction. He soon began a 

catechetical program in conjunction with 

Sister Mary Pius Fitzpatrick, a Dominican 

sister, and a month of intense instruction 

with a Dominican priest.7 On April 27, 

1883, on his fortieth birthday, he entered St. 

Peter’s Church in Memphis and vowed to 

live the rest of his life in penitential service. 

 
previous conversation with her aunt, Julia 

Montgomery Doyle, with whom Dutton was close, 

Monte Cooper of Memphis noted how Dutton had 

once written Doyle asking forgiveness “for having 

posed as an unmarried man when he lived in 

Memphis shortly after the Civil War.”  Cooper’s 

recollection may indicate that the reason Dutton 

never became a priest is because of his attempt at 

marriage, its invalidity, and/or because the marriage 

was never annulled.  Cf. Cooper, “In re Brother 

Joseph Dutton,” in AUND, CDUT, 1/03: Letters to 

Julia Montgomery Doyle, 1909-1924. 
6  Cf. Dutton’s comments on a photograph dated 

April 27, 1921, in AUND, CKNA 6/04. 
7  Cf. Sr. Margaret to Paul Byone, March 15, 

1931, in AUND, CHUD, X-4-j #7:1929-1933 where 

Sr. Margaret notes that Fitzpatrick helped to instruct 

Dutton.  Though he mentions an unnamed Dominican 

priest, Dutton does not mention Sr. Mary Pius in a 

letter to Father Daniel Hudson, May 10, 1909, in 

AUND, CDUT, 1/12: Calendared Letters, 1886-1928. 
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On that day, he became a 

Catholic, taking the name of 

Joseph.8   

 Dutton began his 

odyssey of faith by spending 

the next twenty months at 

Our Lady of Gethsemani 

Abbey in Kentucky as a lay 

brother living in conformity 

to the Cistercian way of 

life. However, he realized 

that the best way for him to 

do penance was not through 

a life of contemplation but 

through a life of action. He 

left the monastery, with the 

blessing of the abbot, and 

sought out other religious 

orders.  

 Dutton then moved on to St. Louis and 

there met with several religious 

communities. The Redemptorists were the 

most inviting, and by June 1886, Dutton was 

in New Orleans receiving spiritual guidance 

from Fr. Ferreol Girardey, C.Ss.R. (shown 

above), who was then a parish priest at St. 

Alphonsus/St. Mary’s Assumption. While in 

New Orleans he became attracted to the life 

of Father Damien of Molokai and, deciding 

to travel north, sought out the author of a 

study on him—Professor Charles Warren 

Stoddard of the University of Notre Dame. 

 From Indiana, he crossed the country to 

San Francisco, arriving sometime in mid-

June 1886. From that city he set sail for a 

thirty-day voyage on the freighter Eureka 

 
8  Dutton came to know Mr. and Mrs. Benedict 

Semmes, both Catholics, while in Memphis.  Mrs. 

Semmes probably urged Dutton to consider 

converting and eventually became his godmother.  A 

Dominican, Fr. Joseph Kelly, instructed him and he 

was baptized in Kelly’s church, St. Peter’s, in 

Memphis.  Cf., John Farrow, Damien the Leper (New 

York:  Sheed and Ward, 1937), 177 and Dutton to Sr. 

M. Reginald, OSD, July 4, 1923, in AUND, CDUT, 

1/01:  Correspondence with Sr. M. Reginald Condon. 

bound for the Sandwich 

Islands.9 Upon arriving in 

Honolulu on July 23, he 

took a government ship to a 

remote section of the Island 

of Molokai, where he 

surprised Father Damien on 

the beach there. Right on the 

spot, Dutton volunteered to 

assist in the work and the 

Damien-Dutton bond was 

cemented almost 

immediately. It was July 29, 

1886.10  

 Father Damien had 

been diagnosed with leprosy 

the year before. Now, more 

than ever, he needed an 

assistant to help him carry 

on his work after he was gone. Dutton threw 

himself into the work. Damien later wrote: 

 “The courage of my Dear brother 

Joseph Ira B. Dutton appears to respond 

very well to the special calling for which our 

Blessed Lord has chosen him. He takes a 

special interest in all what concerns the 

altars and sacristies of our churches . . . He 

also acts as our Druggist – and he’s truly a 

good confrere to me.” 

 Soon Dutton became an expert in caring 

for the patients’ medical needs. The 

settlement physician wrote: 

 
9  Cf. Richard Stewart, Leper Priest of Molokai:  

The Father Damien Story (Honolulu:  University of 

Hawaii Press, 2000), 286. 
10  Cf. Dutton to Kenkel, June 9, 1922, and 

Girardey to Kenkel, March 4, 1923, in AUND, 

CKNA 6/04.  Girardey differs from Dutton with 

respect to the dates for their meeting, noting “in 1884 

he was a candidate lay brother in our New Orleans 

house, but soon left for his real vocation to be Father 

Damien’s companion and quasi-successor.” 
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 “For many months after his arrival, his 

daily routine, from daybreak to dark, was 

cleansing and dressing the sores, ulcers and 

other skin troubles; removing carious and 

necrosed bone – all of the type that leprosy 

inflicts on mankind. He was methodical and 

accurate in his work and quick to learn the 

rudiments of medicine and surgery.”11  

 Father Damien had established homes 

for the “orphan” boys and girls in Kalawao 

near his church and house. In 1888, the girls 

were moved to a new home in Kalaupapa 

under the direction of Mother Marianne and 

the Franciscan Sisters. Father Damien died 

in 1889, and then much of 

Dutton’s work involved 

taking care of the boys.  

 In 1895, H. P. 

Baldwin, a Maui sugar 

planter, donated the 

money to establish a 

large, multi-building 

boys’ home on a campus 

across the road from 

Damien’s church. Dutton 

was put in charge of this 

Baldwin Home for Boys 

where he labored for the 

next 35 years. It was there 

that Dutton supervised a 

staff of (usually) four 

brothers from the Sacred 

Hearts Congregation. 

Dutton continued to work at sore dressing, 

but with the arrival of the brothers, he was 

free to take on other activities. Interest in the 

Settlement continued and Dutton became a 

prolific correspondent. It is said that his 

address book contained over 4,000 names, 

and bags of mail delivered to him sometimes 

weighed over 50 pounds.  

 After building a large network on behalf 

of the residents of Molokai, Dutton became 

 
11 Cited in Richard Stewart, Leper Priest of Molokai: 

The Father Damien Story (Honolulu: University of 

Hawai’I Press, 2000), 291. 

famed and revered. He corresponded with 

Presidents Warren G. Harding and Franklin 

Roosevelt, and had the attention of such 

writers as Jack London and Robert Louis 

Stevenson. Perhaps most notably, in 1908, 

President Theodore Roosevelt directed the 

great white fleet of 16 battleships, then on a 

voyage around the world, to divert from its 

course to sail past Molokai and honor 

Brother Dutton.  

 In 1893, Dutton left the Kalawao side of 

the Settlement for the first time since his 

arrival on the peninsula to travel about two 

miles to the Kalaupapa side to attend to the 

shipping to Louvain of 

Father Damien’s effects. 

Returning to Kalawao, he 

never again left the 

grounds of Baldwin 

Home or the church 

across the street until 

1930, when he again went 

to Kalaupapa for eye 

surgery. Dutton spent 

nearly 44 years aiding 

those with Hansen’s 

disease, without 

complaint, in an age 

when leprosy was 

dreaded.12  

 
12  Dutton went “topside” to Kalaupapa only once 

in the period during which he lived on Molokai—on 

April 15, 1893, to order and ship the last of the 

personal effects of Father Damien to the Damien 

Institute near Louvain, Belgium.  In 1905 he wrote 

that “for years I could not, had no need to, go away 

from the grounds.  I hardly thought about it at all 

then.  As the years passed I found the situation 

precisely conformed to my idea of reparation—that 

brought me here, to help my neighbor and to fill out 

the primitive church penance, in the penitentiary, 

making this my penitentiary, a very happy one, for 

this ragged remnant of life.”  Cf. Dutton’s “Review,” 

in AUND, CDUT, 1/12: Calendared Correspondence. 
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 By 1930, Dutton was 87 years old. He 

had become feeble, nearly blind and nearly 

deaf. On July 4, 1930, two of the brothers 

took him to Honolulu where he spent his 

remaining days at St. Francis Hospital. 

He died there on March 26, 1931, just 

one month short of his 88th birthday. His 

body was returned to Kalawao and he 

was buried near Father Damien.13  

 Although being a penitent, Dutton 

frequently expressed how happy he was 

in his life of service at Kalawao. He 

commonly signed off his letters with 

“Joyfully yours.” One correspondent in 

particular was a friend for nearly four 

decades—the Redemptorist Father 

Ferreol Girardey.  

 
13  There is a rather sentimentalized book by a 

reporter for the Honolulu Star Bulletin, material for 

which was obtained by him through visits to Dutton 

at his bedside while in the hospital.  Cf. Joseph 

Dutton:  His Memoirs:  The Story of Forty-four Years 

of Service among the Lepers of Molokai, Hawaii 

(Honolulu: Honolulu Star Bulletin, 1931).  There is a 

copy in the Vermontiana Room of the Stowe Free 

Library, in Stowe, Vermont. 

 The son of a French family, Girardey 

was born April 21, 1839, and grew up in 

New Orleans. There he attended St. 

Alphonsus School and was an altar boy for 

the parish. Professed in Annapolis on May 

27, 1856, he was ordained in Baltimore by 

Archbishop Kenrick on June 11, 1862. His 

early years in the Baltimore Province 

included one term as superior of the mission 

house at St. Alphonsus, New York City, 

from June 1866 to 1868. He transferred to 

what became the St. Louis Province in July 

1871 and began a series of assignments in 

New Orleans. From July 1871 to February 

1883, he was at St. Alphonsus, his home 

parish. He would return again between 1885 

and 1887 and then between1904 and 1907, 

when he became pastor and local superior. 

Father Girardey also served as a faculty 

member and director for the minor seminary 

in Kirkwood, Missouri, and was appointed 

the province’s treasurer three times (1883-

1885, 1910-1912, and 1912-1930). Owing to 

his administrative and pastoral skills, 

between 1894 and 1898 he was appointed 

the provincial of the St. Louis Province. 

Girardey died on July 31, 1930—age 91, the 

oldest confrere in North America. He died 

about eight months prior to his younger 

contemporary Joseph Dutton.  

 The two met in New Orleans and 

Dutton himself relays that it was Girardey 
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who gave him the necessary advice to 

persevere in his new found faith. While we 

don’t know exactly what transpired in their 

conversations, it is significant that Girardey 

helped form Dutton in at least a measure of 

holiness. Dutton would have taken part in 

the daily prayer life of the community and 

gotten a crash course in an apostolic hot 

house. Much of that relied on a new found 

familiarity with the Redemptorist Rule. 

 
 Girardey was assigned to St. Alphonsus 

in January 1885 and was tasked with being 

the assistant pastor, principal of the girls’ 

school, director of the orphan asylum, and 

prefect of the “colored society.” His primary 

focus between 1885 and 1886, however, was 

being prefect of the sick. He was spiritually 

astute, and very worldly wise. If Dutton was 

looking for a spiritual counselor of high 

caliber, he made an excellent choice in 

Girardey, who would have been sensitive to 

Dutton’s recent past living in the midst of a 

Cistercian community.  

 Father Skinner, in his book 

Redemptorists in the West, notes that the 

house chronicler in New Orleans made an 

entry about Dutton.14 Skinner stated that 

Dutton applied for entrance as a 

Redemptorist lay brother and that his 

candidacy lasted several months. Indeed, in 

the house annals for 1886, the “Familia 

Domus” lists Dutton as a candidate, but 

under the name “Peter Dutton (Ira),” and 

quickly notes that he “left for a larger field!” 

However, it says nothing about his status. 

We don’t know if he lived in the 

Redemptorists’ monastery or what his 

precise role was. In fact, this is the only 

reference to Dutton’s presence. 

 The list of the Redemptorists in the 

house is typically given at the head of each 

year and to have Dutton listed at the 

beginning of 1886 would mean that he had 

arrived sometime in 1885. It does not seem 

as though he was penciled in at a later date. 

However, no mention is made of when 

precisely he arrived, nor is there any 

indication in the year 1886 or 1887 of when 

he left. There is no mention of what Brother 

“Peter” had as an occupation either.  

 In the house list for 1887 there is 

mention of a man named “Peter” who was 

the gardener, but there is no indication if this 

is Dutton or if he was counted among the 

candidate brothers. He is only listed as a 

domestic and so, on the theory that this 

“Peter” is simply hired help, it could be that 

he was Mr. Peter Philip, who appears in a 

list of laborers for 1888. We know that 

Dutton was in Indiana by May 1886, so it is 

therefore most likely that Ira Barnes Dutton 

departed from the community in New 

Orleans sometime in the early spring of that 

year. 

 
14 See T. L. Skinner, Redemptorists in the West (St. 

Louis: Redemptorist Fathers, 1933), 185-186. 
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 While at St. Alphonsus, Dutton read an 

article by Charles Warren Stoddard of the 

University of Notre Dame’s English faculty 

on Father Damien de Veuster of Molokai 

and the work he was doing there among the 

lepers. Dutton had found his calling, packed 

his bags, and traveled to Notre Dame where 

he met with Stoddard and Father Daniel 

Hudson, CSC, the editor of Ave Maria 

magazine. Dutton became a frequent 

correspondent with Father Hudson, who sent 

Dutton a steady stream of books and church 

goods. 

 While much of Dutton’s 

correspondence is now housed at Notre 

Dame, the Redemptorist Archives in 

Philadelphia also possess several of 

Dutton’s letters, note cards, and photographs 

sent from Hawaii to Father Girardey. They 

increase in frequency as the two men grow 

older, though they take the form of light-

hearted birthday greetings in their advanced 

years.  

 In one, however, Dutton points out the 

arrangement and importance of his “sub-

office” wherein lies an honored guest. Here 

it is, reproduced in full: 

 

Kalawao, Molokai. Hawaii. April 27, 1922 

(my 79th Birthday) 

Dear Father Girardey, 

 My 79 years look small when compared 

with your 83, and nearly 60 of 

them as a Priest of God. But am 

trying to have these later ones 

some good for me and for 

others. 

 Your good letter of 10th 

inst. to hand, am glad of your 

approval of my course about the 

closed [… letter damaged]. 

Thank you for the medal of 

O.L. of Perpetual Help and St. 

Gerard Majella. I shall begin 

the novena on May 1st for the 

purpose suggested by you. For I 

believe, I believe, I believe, and 

this is united with the holy 

office of caretaker, now filled 

by St. Joseph, for I’ve long ago 

put my affairs into his holy 

hands, all matters general, for 

guidance, support, and 

defender. 

 Have notch on my calendar 

June 13 to remember your 60 

years of faithful work for holy 

church.  

 This photo is a later one of 

the sub-office. Brother Louis 

wished, he said, “to perpetuate 

that old coat.” And I call it, for 
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the present, the Fr. Girardey and Joseph 

Dutton sub-office, for it has you on the wall. 

The little white statue of St. Joseph (that 

Rev. Mo. Marianne gave me close to you on 

the left, and St. Joseph with the Divine 

Infant right at your right shoulder [sic]. A 

fine crucifixion in oil hangs in the very 

corner, but is indistinct. Your books do not 

show. In fact, there are very few here. My 

library, occupying part of the main office. 

Am counting using this year, besides the 

regular duties, for distributing the gatherings 

of past 36 years. The Cath. Encyc. original 

Appleton Edition, with the two later vols. 

[illegible] am giving to St. Louis College, 

Honolulu.  

 What a lovely Lent we had. The  

increased devotion still continues among our 

people. 

 Affectionately and gratefully, 

 Joseph Dutton 

 

 While the correspondence is often 

focused on holiday or birthday well wishes, 

Dutton’s fealty toward Father Girardey 

suggests he was influential in his life and 

that he prized Girardey’s counsel as a 

Christian on the way. –PJH  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By Patrick J. Hayes, Ph.D., Archivist,  

Redemptorist Archives, Philadelphia 

 

 The story of St. Clement’s Health Care 

Center is intimately tied up with the Liguori 

Mission House and the publishing arm of 

the Redemptorists of the West. In August 

1947, then-provincial Father Frank Fagen 

sought to make the apostolate of the pen a 

priority. For many years it had occupied 

faculty at the seminary in Oconomowoc, but 

Fagen thought that to advance the 

Redemptorists’ publishing arm in the United 

States, it ought to have its own established 

foundation. After careful scouting, an estate  

 

of 120 acres was purchased twenty miles 

south of St. Louis. It was called “The 

Cedars”—a resort for well-heeled citizens of  

St. Louis during the summer months. 

Initially there were two frame houses on the 

property—each about a century old. These 

would serve as the initial Redemptorist 

monastery. Father Don Miller, a member of 

a family that produced three other 

Redemptorist priests and a Redemptoristine 

nun, was appointed the first rector of the 

community.  

St. Clement’s Health Care Center, Liguori, Missouri 

A Brief History 
 

Editor’s note: what follows was written for the rector of the St. Clement’s Health Care Center, Father Gan 

Nguyen, in anticipation of the Hofbauer anniversary celebrations ostensibly scheduled for 2021. Due to the 

pandemic, the text was not released. Written for a popular audience, it provides at least a partial record for 

those interested in the Redemptorists’ care for elderly and infirm confreres and the Liguori property. 
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 Miller wrote Fagan on October 25, 

1947, “In God’s name and with God’s help, 

we are inaugurating a new community in the 

province. It will be known as the Liguori 

Mission House. It is our hope and prayer 

that we may assist in the salvation of many 

souls.” The Mission House was canonically 

erected two days earlier and eleven priests 

pioneered at the new foundation. Their 

apostolate of the pen centered on the 

creation of a national publication: The 

Liguorian. 

 Apart from the community and the 

publishing house, another institutional 

bulwark to occupy the property was the post 

office. Brother Alexius DeGuire had come 

to Liguori in 1952, at age 56, and was made 

the second postmaster. He held that position 

into the 1960s when he reached the 

mandatory age of retirement in the Postal 

Service. In the meantime, he had 

responsibility for sending out about six 

million pamphlets annually and 1,775,000 

Sunday Bulletins every month. 

 Apart from the printer and editorial 

offices at Liguori, the spacious property also 

accommodated a new Redemptoristine 

foundation and cemetery. Eight sisters from 

the Barrie monastery in Canada arrived in 

Liguori on April 28, 1960. They were 

accompanied from Canada by Fathers 

Norman Muckerman and Donald Miller. It 

had been Miller’s dream to bring the 

Redemptoristines to Liguori. After fitting up 

one of the property’s century-old buildings 

as the sisters’ “new” monastery, the 

Redemptorists began a faithful ministry as 

chaplains and providers of theological and 

spiritual counsel. The sisters did not take 

long to remove from their temporary home 

to their present, permanent monastery. On 

October 24, 1963, they entered their newly 

completed contemplative home. Ever since, 

the sisters have been companions in prayer 

for their Redemptorist brothers. When St. 

Clement’s was built and the infirmed 

confreres began to arrive, the sisters 

partnered with each man to assist them 

spiritually. From the beginning of their 

apostolate, the St. Louis and Denver 

Provinces have assisted the sisters in 

building up their monastery, all while 

respecting their central mission of 

contemplation. 

 A series of unfortunate events, however, 

brought about a new vision for Liguori. As 

the number of sick and aged confreres 

increased throughout the western half of the 

United States, and because of a tragic fire in 

1966 at the St. Clement’s Novitiate in De 

Soto, Missouri, where a number of elderly 

Redemptorists had been in residence, new 

accommodations were critical. “Necessity is 

the mother of invention,” Ben Franklin 

quipped. Instead of coming to Liguori, 

however, an existing province facility was 

quickly converted for adaptive reuse. 

Recognizing that it was hardly the ideal, the 

seminary buildings in Oconomowoc were 

made available for temporary quarters for 

the elderly and infirm until a more modern 

building could be provided. They stayed 

twenty years.  

 During that time, the Sisters of St. Mary 

in Madison, Wisconsin, became advisors 

and a battery of nurses from the Visiting 

Nurses Association helped the confreres in 

their health needs. However, daily living 

was traditionally facilitated by the quiet 

labors of Redemptorist brothers. In 1968, in 

the wake of negative reporting on Wisconsin 

nursing homes, Provincial Father Ray 

Schmitt hatched a plan with his sister, Ms. 

Loretta Schmitt, who was head of the 

nursing department at the Milwaukee 

Training Institute. He arranged to have two 

Redemptorist brothers load furniture for use 

at the Redemptorist “infirmary,” as it was 

then known. Ms. Schmitt was the source of 

this furniture. The two brothers, Robert 

“Raphael” Head and Dan “Angelo” Korn, 

both of whom were then in temporary vows, 
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got their initiation into geriatric nursing 

through a ruse between Father Schmitt and 

his sister, Loretta, who happened to be head 

of nursing at the Milwaukee Training 

Institute. Unbeknownst to these brothers, 

who thought they would be picking up 

Institute furniture from the provincial’s 

sister, she casually appeared before them 

dressed in a nurse’s uniform. “Follow me,” 

she said, and led them to a classroom filled 

with students. “Sit there,” she said, and the 

two men obeyed. She then began the class. 

Seeing a Racine Dominican sister in the 

class, the two asked, “Sister, what is this?” 

“We’re in nurses’ training; you’ll need 

uniforms like all of us.” They thought it was 

a mistake, but in fact they had been enrolled 

and would continue for the next few months 

until they passed their certification. 

Eventually, when Brother Raphael left the 

community, Brother Francis Claussen began 

his training to assist the aging and infirm 

confreres. Those in need of nursing support 

remained at Oconomowoc (below) between 

1967 and 1988. Through this period, Dr. 

Donald Wilkenson volunteered as house 

physician, providing outstanding service 

whenever called upon. He made weekly 

visits until his death in 1970. His brother, 

Dr. John Wilkenson, took up where Don left 

off. By the late 1990s the house physician 

was Dr. Ken Kreski.  

 Life at Oconomowoc was somewhat 

confusing until a more orderly regime was 

put in place. Initially, the elder confreres 

were scattered throughout the building, 

which was also used as the Redemptorist 

novitiate. All three floors were utilized to 

house young and old alike. Within eight 

months, however, all the sick were brought 

together on the second floor. Walls were 

torn down to make necessary adjustments 

for bathrooms and common areas. 

Eventually, a chapel was added to the 

second floor and a ramp was constructed to 

enable those in wheelchairs to have greater 

ease of entering and exiting the building. 

Shortly thereafter, part-time professional 

nurses began to provide health care; several 

of them eventually became full-time.  

 As the seminary began to phase itself 

out, the prospect of another move for senior 

Redemptorists loomed on the horizon. In the 

fall of 1984, a review of existing properties 

was made to 

determine where 

they might go. The 

facilities review was 

manned by Father 

Art Rossie and 

Brother Gerry Patin, 

so that by June 1985 

consultants at the 

Pearce Corporation 

of St. Louis 

recommended that a new building be 

constructed to serve the sick and elderly of 

the Province. In the February Chapter of 

1986, the Chapter body voted to build a new 

health care center which was to be built on a 

site with a more centralized location within 

the Province. A planning committee was 

assembled to vet the prospective locations, 

architects, and contractors. Father John 

Steingraeber chaired it and was 

accompanied by Fathers Joe Campbell and 

Dick Thibodeau, Brother Tom Wright, Mr. 

Bob Dixon (of Liguori), and Sisters 

Duschene Herold, SSM, and Michele 

O’Brien, CCVI.  

 Providentially, the large property at 

Liguori was able to accommodate a new 
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building. Father Paul Tong, C.Ss.R., who 

was the superior for Oconomowoc’s elders, 

together with his vicar, Father Thomas 

Duggan, C.Ss.R., helped settle on the new 

site, donning hard hats and familiarizing 

themselves with the blue prints. The Pearce 

Corporation’s George Nikolavjevich was the 

principal in charge of design. The firm of 

Bannes-Shaughnessy of St. Louis won the 

bid as the general contractor. A plan for an 

atrium-style facility was abandoned in favor 

of one that made use of the rural landscape’s 

natural slopes. The resulting radial wings 

revolved around a centralized nurse’s station 

and chapel. The necessary permissions were 

obtained from the Redemptorist Superior 

General to allocate $4.25 million for the 

building, all debts of which fell to the 

Province of St. Louis (though enough capital 

had been raised to cover three-fourths of the 

project in the first two years alone). Brother 

Tom Wright served as the project’s on-site 

liaison for the Redemptorists and was 

instrumental in the design and execution of 

the entire plan. Ground was broken on 

August 12, 1987, at 7:30 a.m. At the time, 

the provincial, Father Stephen Palmer, 

received a phone call from 

Liguori notifying him that 

the building project had 

been launched. Blasting 

commenced in the fall of 

1987 and the steel girders 

were delivered in mid-

December. The project 

stayed on track, more or 

less, until its completion. 

The building’s targeted 

completion date was set for 

August 15, 1988.  

 At the time there were 

32 members of the 

community awaiting 

transfer; 23 made the 

journey in October 1988, 

including five by air 

ambulance—Fathers Gerry 

Resch and Kaiser, Brothers 

Ambrose Phillips, 

Bonaventure Kloser, and 

Edgar. Four seminarians, 

including Frater Ted 

Lawson—who would go 

on to eventually serve as 

rector and director at St. 

Clement’s—drove 

recreational vehicles for the following men 

from Oconomowoc to Liguori: Tom 

Sanhuber, Henry Costello, John Probacius, 

Frank Burns, George Corbett, Dick Dalton, 

Vice Kreutzer, Aloysius Lemanski, Ray 

Miller, Bill Norton, Bob Gaydos, Rex 

McLaughlin, and Brother Majella. When 

they actually moved in, on October 8, 1988, 
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these men occupied the 

nursing floor. They 

joined Fathers Duggan, 

Brother Marvin 

Hamann, Harry 

Jadzcak, Brother 

Francis Claussen, 

Brother Mike 

Schnittker, Marty 

Shields, Paul Jorns, 

Bruno Lischwe, and 

Frank Ryan. These 

confreres occupied the 

second floor. Father 

Paul Tong led them 

south to the new St. 

Clement’s Health Care 

Center as the first 

superior. Father 

Duggan celebrated the 

first Mass as St. Clement’s, and became the 

Center’s first director of Pastoral Care. The 

date of canonical erection for the community 

was November 23, 1988. 

 Father Tong also had the unenviable 

duty of disinterring the remains of 56 

confreres buried in Oconomowoc for 

translation to their final resting place in the 

Liguori Cemetery. Fifty-five occupants of 

graves made it to Liguori, with one 

remaining in Wisconsin: Frater William 

Doolan who drowned in Lac La Belle trying 

to save some classmates after a skating 

accident. He is buried with his family in 

Mapleton, Wisconsin. 

 The new community entered a building 

designed with 40 bedrooms with private 

bath, staff offices, common areas, kitchen 

and delivery areas, chapel, library, staff 

lounge and nurses’ station. The number of 

bedrooms, however, was later reduced. 

When they arrived, Brother Francis Clausen 

wrote the provincial that several of the men 

“had a great trip to MO…many of the men 

tired but now better…now that the move 

over we can relax a little.” Four students 

drove the men from Oconomowoc, sharing 

the driving of two RVs and several cars. 

They arrived in time for supper. 

 According to the State of Missouri, St. 

Clement’s became a private facility to be 

used for the health care of Redemptorists. 

Because of its sterling reputation, often 

times secular clergy from near and far would 

inquire whether they might become 

residents at St. Clement’s, only to be turned 

down. Even its own residents crowed about 

how good the care was. Father Edward 

O’Neill, a Redemptorist and former Navy 

chaplain, once exclaimed that “never in my 

wildest dreams would I have expected to be 

so well cared for in my declining years as I 

am here at St. Clement Health Care Center.” 

Father Paddy Schwarz, C.Ss.R., added 

whimsically: “Why did I wait so long to get 

old?”  
 

St. Clement’s: An Apostolic Community 
 

 As St. Clement’s Health Care Center 

began formal operations in October 1988, 

the underlying idea was to make a space for 

Redemptorists to continue to be who they 
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are—an apostolic power house according to 

the collective capacities of its members. The 

Health Care Center was named for St. 

Clement Hofbauer, the “apostle of Vienna” 

and principal Redemptorist responsible for 

the Congregation’s spread throughout 

Northern Europe. As a facility, it was 

designed for the health and well-being of 

aging or sick confreres, but it is also an 

apostolate. It is a nursing home, not a 

“retirement home.” Insofar as the residents 

are missionaries, their particular mission is 

to pray and persevere “for the spiritual 

welfare of the whole world,” but also for the 

apostolic works of the entire Congregation, 

benefactors, and the lay people involved in 

supporting roles. At the extremes of life, 

Redemptorist missionaries “who are 

advanced in age, sick or incapable of 

external work,” show their missionary zeal 

through their “suffering and dying for the 

salvation of the whole world” (Constitution 

#55).  

 This attitude was not always present in 

every part of the Congregation of the Most 

Holy Redeemer, even in parts of the institute 

that are located in the developed world. Yet 

the “third age” was given worldwide 

attention by then-Superior General Joseph 

Tobin, who wrote in 2000 that older 

confreres have a deeper challenge than 

coping with health concerns. It is “how to 

live their religious consecration, particularly 

when they are forced to limit, or, at times, 

suspend their ordinary pastoral activities. At 

this stage of life, redefining or reshaping 

one’s concrete identity as a missionary can 

threaten one’s self-esteem” (Communicanda 

#3, “Discovering the Best Wine at the End: 

Reflections on the Third Age,” Rome, 2000, 

§4). 

 The spirit of these words has been 

adopted in the lived reality at St. Clement’s. 

At the turn of the millennium, one reflection 

put it this way: 

 

Redemptorists are called and have 

dedicated themselves to Christ and 

his mission of redemption and know 

that the cross of Calvary was and is 

at the center of the mission. Life’s 

later years provide a more gentle 

pace to savor what really counts in 

this earthly journey. This more 

focused time of life affords God the 

opportunity to deepen His mission 

within us more intensely. What 

better time to caress the mystery of 

God and His passionate love? What 

better time to be embraced in the 

Lord’s intimacy? What better time 

to be soothed with the All-

Compassionate’s gentle whisperings 

of affection? The Redemptorists at 

St. Clement come to appreciate this 

their privileged apostolic mission 

within the Redemptorist 

Congregation, the Church and our 

world. In the twilighting of this 

earthly journey and the dawning of 

eternity, is it any wonder that St. 

Clement Community is a 

powerhouse of apostolic energy and 

charity? The special ministry of this 

community is that of prayer and the 

gift of their suffering in fulfillment 

of Christ’s mission. The residents 

are very busy about the Father’s 

business. 

 

 The nursing staff are the immediate 

recipients of the grace of the prayer lives of 

these men, but they also share in this 

apostolate insofar as they enable the infirm 

to join their brothers in the spiritual mission 

to which they have been appointed. 

Members of the St. Clement’s Redemptorist 

community who are engaged in more active 

ministries (like administration or actually 

tending to the needs of their elderly 

confreres) also participate in this apostolate. 

Practically speaking, St. Clement’s is 



32 
 

dedicated to the whole person, but focuses 

on those who are “no longer able to care for 

themselves or are in need of temporary 

rehabilitative or recuperative health care 

services” (Administrative Manual, 1988). 

 At the time of its beginning, the former 

St. Louis Province established the Health 

Care Center to serve Redemptorists from the 

midwestern United States, the Southern 

states, the Pacific Coast, and missionary 

territories in Brazil and Thailand. These men 

had all lived in community—sharing a 

common home, meals, prayers, recreation 

and other activities related to their 

ministries. At St. Clement’s, community life 

continued and formed an essential aspect of 

the Health Care Center’s mission. 

 Intimately connected to the Health 

Center have been the numerous lay 

employees who have provided able nursing 

care and companionship to Redemptorists 

since the beginning. They, too, share in the 

community, albeit as externs. In 1991, the 

rector, Father Ed Langton, wrote that 

employees were recognized as “important to 

us” and that they “provide our residents with 

quality health care in the context of 

Redemptorist community life.”  

 That same year, Provincial Father Jim 

Shea wrote to Langton in the aftermath of a 

visitation: “Every time I visit the Health 

Care Center I marvel at how well you handle 

the administration, [Father] Ray Walter 

provides pastoral care, Brother Francis with 

the activities and assisting in nursing care, 

Brother Leo keeping the maintenance and 

safety functioning smoothly, Brother Marvin 

with the business administration and payroll 

and Brother Mike supervising the dietary 

and housekeeping. As a province we can be 

proud of these top notch confreres caring for 

our sick and elderly.” 

 If community life is the heartbeat of St. 

Clement’s, its administrative core is what 

helps guide it. Already in the first year of its 

existence, the administrative organization of 

the Center was established. It consisted of a 

Board of Advisors, which took on oversight 

and fiduciary responsibilities. This entity 

was constructed in a way similar to that of 

the St. John Neumann Residence in the 

Baltimore Province, which was then located 

at Saratoga Springs, New York. There were 

ex officio members and appointed members. 

Among the former were the Provincial of 

the former St. Louis Province, the Provincial 

Vicar, the Provincial Consultor(s), the 

Provincial Treasurer, the Administrator 

(Rector) of the Center, the assistant superior 

of the Center, and Director of Nursing (at 

the time of transition, Kathryn Pelzer, RNC, 

MSN). Appointed members included two 

additional members of the Redemptorists’ 

St. Louis Province and four lay people: two 

involved in nursing care or hospital work, a 

lawyer, and a doctor. Later the group 

included the five members of the 

Administrative Council. 

 The Board of Advisors was 

instrumental in the development of various 

policies affecting the lives of the 

Redemptorists and staff inhabiting St. 

Clement’s. Among their early interventions 

was the development of an alcohol, 

medication, and addiction policy, which 

helped to alter how those with substance 

issues were understood and treated. For 

those who needed it, participation in 

recovery programs was made available. 

Additionally, periodic in-service training 

programs on addiction, enabling behaviors 

by staff and other residents, confidentiality, 

and other issues was put in place to help 

staff to recognize signs that could contribute 

to the need for intervention. Trainings were 

also made available in Cardio Pulmonary 

Resuscitation (CPR) and fire safety, often 

accompanied by disaster planning and fire 

drills.  

 By the late 1990s, Kathy Dallas had 

been promoted to Nursing Director and 

oversaw a staff of RNs, LPNs, and CNAs. 
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These nursing professionals were joined by 

the house physician, Dr. Kenneth C. Kreski, 

MD. He was ably assisted by Drs. Richard  

Brandel (podiatry); Rick Mofsen 

(psychiatry); and Behir Bastani 

(nephrology)—all of whom made periodic 

house calls. Cindy DeLay served as physical 

therapist, assisted by Julie Hurst. Kathy 

Politte ran the kitchen and dining room staff, 

as well as housekeeping. Naomi Snider ran 

the laundry while Barb Stodgell was 

activities director. A battery of volunteers, 

including members of the Redemptoristine 

Associates, helped Brother Marvin 

Hamann—who served as Minister of 

Finance from 1988 to 1994—drive confreres 

to dentist appointments and various medical 

specialists in St. Louis and Paul Vander 

Haar provided barbering services each 

month. Brother Marvin also served as 

maintenance director. Father Norbert Delort, 

who came with the pioneers from 

Oconomowoc, served as business manager 

and other capacities from 1988 to 1994 and 

1995 to 2000.  

 Liturgy is central to the life of the 

community. The order of the day has been 

steady throughout St. Clement’s history, 

with only minor adjustments along the way. 

Members begin their day with morning 

prayer and daily Mass, breakfast, private 

prayer other activities in their rooms or 

supervised physical therapy. They can often 

be found praying the liturgy of the hours 

before the Blessed Sacrament. The hours of 

the day are marked by an Alphonsian 

tradition: the chimes of a grandfather clock 

(formerly housed in the old Redemptorist 

parish of St. Alphonsus in Chicago). On 

Wednesdays the confreres undertake 

devotions to Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 

On First Fridays of the month, the rosary is 

accompanied by adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament and Benediction. Recitation of 

the rosary has typically capped evening 

prayer, together with a Marian hymn. 

Periodic liturgical events also occur, such as 

May processions or holy hours. Some 

uniquely Redemptoristic devotions are also 

undertaken, as in the 1990s, when on the 

25th of each month “Little Christmas” is 

recalled—which harkens back to the days of 

St. Alphonsus who promoted a 

remembrance of the Infant Jesus.  

 Viaticum is often brought to confreres 

who are unable to leave their bed. The St. 

Clement’s Chapel is also the 

sacred space that provides the 

solemn setting that 

acknowledges a confrere’s 

final commendation and 

journey to heaven. From the 

beginning of the St. 

Clement’s Health Care 

Center there have been scores 

of funerals, with confreres 

often accompanying their 

brothers to the Liguori 

Cemetery.  

 In mid-December 1990, 

the House Council took up 

the issue of developing St. 

Joseph’s Garden on adjoining 

open space at St. Clement’s. 
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This would extend the patio area and include 

statuary and landscaping to help beautify the 

exterior of the center. The plan was to 

connect the common room, garden, and the 

fire road. The hope was to change the lawn 

to a small park, complete with benches and 

pathways so that those men who were 

wheelchair-bound could be taken for a stroll. 

This setting was soon a reality and confreres 

have been enjoying it ever since. Also in the 

early 90s, basement rooms were transformed 

into a library, occupational therapy room, 

and game room. 

 This is not to say that the confreres are 

house-bound. They do like their outings. For 

those still able to travel, the prospect of day 

trips or evenings out have been integral to 

the life of St. Clement’s. In the early 1990s, 

Brother Francis Claussen was director of 

activities and with the cooperation of 

Brother Leo Patin, who headed the 

maintenance department from 1988 to 1991, 

helped to develop some recreational 

opportunities in the basement of the 

building—such as the library and pool room. 

Periodic outings to the National Shrine of 

Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, 

Illinois, were usually well attended by 

community members and several staff. The 

annual “pilgrimage” to Busch Stadium 

allowed for both staff and community to 

either celebrate or drown their sorrows over 

a Cardinals win or loss. By 2019, it had 

become standard practice to go for a 

monthly luncheon, often to O’Charley’s 

Restaurant, a local favorite. 

 Everyone, of course, likes a party and 

the health care center has seen its share. 

Feast days were always open to members of 

the Redemptorist community at the Liguori 

Mission House, but also to the 

Redemptoristine sisters. Periodically, 

outside entertainments were enjoyed by the 

confreres, as when local Cub Scouts and 

their parents joined the St. Clement’s 

community at Christmas for caroling. Staff 

and confreres alike enjoyed fireworks 

displays each Fourth of July. Birthdays 

never passed unnoticed, too. Sometimes 

these took the form of bar-b-ques, though 

the indoor parties were equally favorable. 

Brother Leo Patin, writing to a confrere in 

September 1990, recounted that “Today we 

are celebrating 92 years of life for Father 

Richard Dalton. He is the oldest in 

profession in our Province, being professed 

in 1921. Earlier this month another giant, 

Father Victor Kreutzer celebrated his 91st 

birthday. This past Sunday before the noon 

dinner we had a typical C.Ss.R. gathering in 

the common room to help both these men 

celebrate. Today at the noon meal the 

dessert will be a birthday cake for Fr. 

Richard with only a few of the 91 candles on 

the cake. We wouldn’t want to set off the 

fire alarms.” 

 It is not always easy to determine the 

maximal capacity of St. Clement’s. In May 

1994, there were 31 confreres stationed 

there, including the Province’s elder 

statesman, Brother Majella Devlin. Brother 

Majella, who was among the original group 

of men brought from Oconomowoc in 1988, 

spent his last eleven years in Liguori, after a 

career that began in 1934. Guests came and 

went, so that often the house was brimming. 

Sometimes dignitaries would drop in. 

Prelates could sometimes be seen walking 

through the halls, as when the Superiors 

General, Father Juan Lasso de la Vega came 

in June 1991, and his successor, Father 

Joseph Tobin celebrated the jubilarians’ 

Mass of Thanksgiving in July 2003 

(accompanied by his mother). He was not 

the only visitor from afar. Father Bruno 

Hidber, C.Ss.R., the former President of the 

Alphonsian Academy in Rome, stayed at St. 

Clement’s in February 1996 and noted 

biographer of St. Alphonsus, Father Hamish 

Swanston, came to present on his work in 

Hofbauer Hall in May 1997. Cardinal Dom 

Lucas Moreira Neves, the Archbishop of 
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Salvador, Bahia, Brazil, was the presider at 

the funeral Mass of Bishop Thomas W. 

Murphy, C.Ss.R., in July 1995, an Omaha-

native and man of graced discipleship who 

served the people of the Amazon for over 

four decades. When he was able to be 

present, Bishop Murphy (shown above), 

would also celebrate the liturgy at Liguori. 

He is buried in the Liguori Cemetery. 

 The community in Liguori was never 

immune from the events of the world. As 

part of a global order of religious, the 

political and cultural forces in one part of 

the globe could be felt in others, too. When 

Provincial Father Jim Shea received a letter 

from the Superior General in Rome in 

December 1990, it was not simply for 

Christmas greetings. Father General Lasso 

wrote to describe the situation in Eastern 

Europe, from which he had just returned, in 

the wake of communism’s fall. He had been 

able to make visitation to the Redemptorist 

houses in Prague, as well as Czechoslovakia 

and the Ukraine, which for so long had been 

practically cut off from the rest of the 

Congregation. Shea asked all the houses 

throughout the St. Louis Province—

including St. Clement’s—to make a 

donation that would be turned over to Father 

General for the support of the (Vice) 

Provinces in need. In addition to financial 

support, the confreres have been called 

upon, to the extent of their ability, to 

participate in acts of reparation and charity, 

including fasting, so that the religions of the 

world might live in peace and 

understanding. These acts were set in stark 

relief when Pope John Paul II asked all 

religious across the globe to participate in a 

World Day of Prayer and a Day of Fasting 

for Peace in the wake of the tragic events of 

9/11, when the United States was attacked 

and terrorized in 2001. That same year, the 

Province proclaimed a corporate action, in 

which the men of Liguori agreed to 

condemn xenophobia and to double their 

efforts to advocate on behalf of immigrants 

at the legislative and social level—a 

dynamic made all the more urgent and 

complex by the terrorism of September 11.  

 Soon the world was on edge as the 

United States took the fight into Iraq and the 

hill country of Afghanistan. Beginning in 

2004, the men of St. Clement’s eventually 

“adopted” fifteen servicemen and their 

families, sending their prayers, a note in the 

mail, and small tokens of remembrance to 

make their plight a bit more bearable. 

 Among the more pleasant engagements, 

however, were the actions generated by the 

Congregation’s General Chapters, where 

unity is most often in evidence. But perhaps 

the crowning moment witnessed by the 

members of the community and a signal to 

the world that one of the province’s own had 

led a life of heroic virtue and now abides 

with God in heaven, was the recognition by 

the Holy Father Pope John Paul II, of a 

miracle attributed to the intercession of 

Father Francis X. Seelos, C.Ss.R. The Pope 

favored the Redemptorists by clearing a path 

toward Seelos’ beatification, which took 

place in April 2000. The men of St. 

Clement’s celebrated with a morning prayer 

service, with members of the Mission 

House, followed by a YOWZIE and dinner. 
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At the time, a request was made by the 

rector, Father Heinecke, to have a video of 

the beatification shared with those at St. 

Clement’s to enhance their participation in 

the joyous event. 

 

Loss  

 

 No one is immune from the sting of 

death. The Redemptorists are well 

accustomed to the fact of loss in their 

lives. Having gone through their 

respective pastoral ministries, often 

bringing them to the bedside of the 

dying, consoling their families and 

friends, and performing the obsequies, 

Redemptorists have been a steady 

presence in the face of human finality. 

St. Alphonsus himself, in his classic 

work Preparation for Death, readies the 

soul for the moment when it meets God. 

The practicalities of accompanying 

someone to their final breath is 

sometimes complicated by the manner in 

which a person dies. Could St. Clement’s 

Health Care Center admit and treat, for 

instance, a confrere dying from AIDS in 

the 1990s or respond adequately to 

someone who contracted COVID-19 in 

2020?  

 Death hovers all around us, but for 

Redemptorists the promise of redemption 

looms larger. Over 300 confreres repose 

now in the Liguori Cemetery and many 

of their number died in St. Clement’s 

house, accompanied by their brothers’ 

prayers. However, there are others who were 

close to the community or came only in the 

last days or months of their lives. Two 

notable figures came from the Mission 

House. Father James Higgins was an editor 

with Liguori Publications from May 1968 

until late 2000 when he entered St. 

Clement’s. His death on July 7, 2001, 

brought to a close a 33-year relationship 

with Liguori. Not to be outdone, Father 

Norman Muckerman began his career at 

Liguori in the Mission House in March 1971 

and concluded it at St. Clement’s upon his 

death on the 19th of May, 2009—a span of 

over 37 years. Lastly, Father Dan Lowery, 

C.Ss.R., who was among the province’s 

moral theologians and professors, was at the 

time of his death the local superior for the 

Liguori Mission House. About two months 

before he died on December 22, 2001, he 

came to St. Clement’s for wound care 

treatment, and while he was responsive to 

some therapies, he developed a gnawing 

infection from which he could not be 

delivered. Father Lowery’s career included 

seven different assignments as the local 

superior and everyone knew of his struggle, 

which ended just before Christmas. His 

brother, Father Wilfred Lowery, C.Ss.R., 

also had been a mainstay of the St. 

Provincial Stephen Rehrauer blesses 

gravestones of confreres buried in the 

cemetery at Liguori on All Souls Day, 

2021. 
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Clement’s community since 2012. He died 

in 2021 at age 97.  

 Loss comes in many forms, including 

the changes in community. When Fr. Harry 

Grile was President of Liguori Publications, 

his home was initially at St. Clement’s. He 

remained part of the community until 2001, 

when he transferred to the Mission House. 

Though he remained in Liguori as President 

until 2006, his departure was keenly felt. 

Aside from transfers, loss also occurs in a 

person’s mind. The effects of dementia or 

Alzheimer’s Disease are a radical alteration 

of what many consider to be a “normal” 

reality. These illnesses can impact our 

personality, and make us afraid or frustrated. 

The serenity of St. Clement’s and the mutual 

support gathered from the community help 

to mitigate these concerns.  

 Finally, the Liguori Cemetery can mark 

the passage of time like no other space on 

the property and signal how all good things 

come to an end. But the earthly journey is 

made that much more sweet when the happy 

memories generated at the graveside are 

ever present to those who soldier on. 

Surrounded by evergreens and herds of deer, 

the cemetery adds to the reflective 

environment that connects Redemptorists 

with their forbears. In addition to the 

obsequies offered at St. Clement’s for 

deceased confreres, the Constitutions and 

Statutes of the Congregation make it clear 

that they are entitled to the suffrages for the 

dead. Remembrance at Holy Mass, 

particularly on the anniversary of their 

deaths, is always performed at St. 

Clement’s. 

 

Benefactors 

 

  Through the years, numerous 

benefactors have made their gifts to St. 

Clement’s a lasting and life-giving legacy. 

Gifts to the health care center have always 

been appreciated, but some have given in 

creative ways. To take one example, in 1997 

Father Gary Heinecke had the pleasure of 

thanking David Ault of the Fox Run Golf 

Club in nearby Eureka, Missouri, for the 

gracious gift of a golf cart. The Club kindly 

donated more than a piece of equipment; 

they gave residents a measure of 

independence and freedom. The cart 

supplied some of the infirm confreres with 

the ability to drive to parts of the property 

that would ordinarily be off limits. “Brother 

Harry,” wrote Fr. Heinecke, “who has 

advanced Alzheimer’s and speaks only a 

few words a day, on passing the cemetery to 

the house, said to me very clearly, ‘Pray.’ I 

knew what he meant. We stopped for a few 

moments at the cemetery to pray for our 

departed Redemptorists. He joined me in the 

words of the ‘Our Father’ ever so slowly and 

devoutly. He got there because of the golf 

cart.” In another instance, Fr. Heinecke 

noted that “some of our men have never 

been able to see the back of the house from 

the outside; they’ve always only seen the 

back yard from the inside of the house. One 

Priest, who has open leg sores and had been 

involved in the planning of the building said, 

‘Lok, there are those balconies on the 2nd 

floor that we planned; they were supposed to 

be on the 1st floor rooms but they were too 

expensive.’” Perhaps the most touching 
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story he related involved two Redemptorists. 

“We have two priests, 81 and 83 years old, 

who are blood brothers; the younger one has 

learned how to drive the cart. He is planning 

regularly to take his older brother out for 

rides; his older brother has Alzheimer’s. He 

will be able to do that because of the golf 

cart.” 

 Victor Ottenlips, the former Director of 

Development at Liguori, helped the 

Redemptorists establish a foundation to 

collect memorial gifts for deceased 

confreres. Monetary gifts that provide 

continuing operational support at St. 

Clement’s have included gifts of stock and 

estate gifts. Many of the benefactors who 

wished to memorialize the tenure of Father 

Edward Langton, as well as other confreres 

who once resided at St. Clement’s, have 

their names gracing a plaque in the foyer. 

Some of the art work that adorns the halls of 

St. Clement’s come from relatives of the 

confreres. The 1915 Alexis Podchernikoff 

painting of the Madonna and Child was a 

gift of Elinor Shaughnessy Laiolo and Mary 

Kay Hall, relatives of Father John 

Shaughnessy. Others have decided to add to 

the liturgical setting in St. Clement’s house 

chapel. Sanctuary lamps are routinely 

supplied by Redemptorist friends and the 

1998 gift of a chalice and paten from 

Catherine Giltzow in memory of Father 

Arthur Klyber continues to be used by 

celebrants at Holy Mass. Father Klyber, a 

prolific advocate for better Christian-Jewish 

relations, died in October 1999.  All 

benefactors are remembered in the daily 

prayers of the confreres.  

 Though not its primary function, the 

community at St. Clement’s also supported a 

parish mission band. From Texas to Illinois, 

Florida to Washington, mission preachers 

were among the community at St. Clement’s 

and supplemented the labors of those 

formally assigned for this work who resided 

up the road at the Liguori Mission House. 

Members of the St. Clement community’s 

second floor also routinely help out at local 

parishes and some engaged in more long 

term ministries, like the summer 

assignments undertaken by Frs. Frank Ryan 

in North Dakota and Bruno Lischwe in 

Wyoming. When that residence closed in 

2019, mission preachers became 

incorporated fully into the St. Clement’s 

house. Additionally, Masses have been 

celebrated for the intentions of the Perpetual 

Help Confraternity, which was championed 

year after year by Brother Patrick 

Concidine. Brother Patrick was a resident of 

St. Clement’s in the last five years of his 

life, and continually gave witness to the 

power and blessing of Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help. Initially, his supporters 

contributed small amounts toward education 

burses for Redemptorist seminarians, but 

their funds were eventually diverted toward 

the care of elderly Redemptorists, too. The 

donations sent in honor of OMPH have 

amounted to over a million dollars. 

 Finally, it may be said with all humility, 

that the residents of St. Clement’s have, 

collectively, given thousands of years of 

service to God’s people. As heralds of the 

Gospel, they have reached millions. As 

sacramental ministers, they have brought 

tens of thousands of souls into the Church 

and sustained them by the work of charity, 

the grace of the sacraments, and manifold 

prayers. Each summer the confreres gather 

to renew their vows and celebrate the 
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jubilarians who have anniversaries of 

profession and ordination.  

 The zeal of the Redemptorist is marked 

by one who perseveres to the end and puts 

the love of the Lord into the center of their 

being. The elder members of the province 

have not sat idle waiting for the end, but by 

the witness of their lives they have also 

instructed younger Redemptorists in the 

ways of community life. Among the most 

recent men assigned for this purpose were 

Joseph Thé Pham who, in 1991, was a 

member of the Oakland Province, and 

Graham Hill, who in 2018, was then a 

member of the Edmonton-Toronto Province. 

 

Local superiors of St. Clement’s  

Health Care Center 

Founding: October 8, 1988 

Canonical Erection: November 23, 1988 

 

Fr. Paul Tong, C.Ss.R., 1988-1989 

(superior) 

Fr. Ed Langton, C.Ss.R., 1989-December 

22, 1996 (superior and administrator) 

Fr. Norbert Delort, C.Ss.R., December 22, 

1996-May 15, 1997 (financial manager) 

Fr. Gary Heinecke, C.Ss.R., May 15, 1997-

2007 (superior and director) 

Fr. Ted Lawson, C.Ss.R., 2007-2014 

(superior; 2008-2014, director); Brother 

Tom Wright (administrator, 

June 2007-March 2008) 

Fr. Mat Kessler, C.Ss.R., 

February 2014-December 

2014 (director) 

Fr. John Schmidt, C.Ss.R., 

2015-2019 (superior and 

director) 

Brother Gerry Patin, C.Ss.R., 

September 1, 2019 – present 

(director) 

Fr. Gan Nguyen, C.Ss.R., 

September 1, 2019 – present 

(local superior) 

 

What follows is a brief 

overview of the impact these men have had 

on the institution and life of St. Clement’s. 

 

Fr. Paul Tong, C.Ss.R., superior, 

Oconomowoc I, June 1, 1987-Ocotober 1, 

1988; Liguori II, October 1, 1988-August 1, 

1989 

 

 Early on October 8, 1988—the day of 

departure from Oconomowoc for Liguori, 

Missouri, where he was to assume his role 

as the new superior, Father Paul Tong 

celebrated the 6:30 a.m. Mass in the 

Oconomowoc Chapel. The “wagon master” 

depended on the “wagon drivers”—four 

students who 

were selected 

from the 

theologians then 

studying in 

Chicago—to 

drive both nurses 

and members of 

the new 

community to 

their destination. 

Three stops were 

made along the 

way, including 

Funk Grove, 
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Illinois, for a picnic lunch. It did not take 

long before the confreres enjoyed their first 

party, Halloween, when the seventh grade at 

St. Gerard’s School in Kirkwood came and 

the staff dressed in costume. On November 

9, 1988, the birthday of the Congregation, 

the house chapel and the entire facility was 

blessed by Father Norman Muckerman and 

Father Richard Thibodeau preached the 

homily before a large gathering of local 

Redemptorists and the Redemptoristines.  

 Joining Fr. Tong in the ministry at St. 

Clement’s and supplying for nearby parishes 

were Fathers Charles Nichols, Robert 

Gaydos, Francis Ryan, and Bruno Lischwe. 

Under Father Tong, some capital 

improvements were inaugurated. An 

architectural firm was retained for the  

basement level expansion and carpeting was 

installed in the dining room. Various 

furnishings, chair lifts, a walk-in 

refrigerator, and numerous tweaks to the 

building—from window treatments to 

HVAC—were made to maximize comfort 

and appearance. Father Tong spent the last 

three weeks of his life at St. Clement’s and 

died there on July 18, 1996. 

 

Fr. Ed Langton, C.Ss.R., superior and 

administrator, 1989-1997 

 

 In the year following 

Father Langton’s 

appointment as the second 

rector of St. Clement’s, the 

two visitors who met with 

members of the community 

and staff indicated that the 

Redemptorist residents not 

only praised him for “the job 

he is doing,” but also felt 

thankful for the “care and 

attention the Province gives 

them.” Active confreres 

interacted freely and well 

with those on the first floor, 

signaling unity on community life. Further, 

they all saw themselves as involved in 

Province affairs and maintained an interest 

and an informed perspective on them. While 

some friction was noted between the 

Redemptorists and staff, the visitors pointed 

out that Father Langton had two goals to 

allay these concerns: fostering a “family 

spirit and professionalism.” 

 Clearly, over the next several years, a 

notable mark of Father Langton’s tenure is 

the professionalism engendered at St. 

Clement’s precisely in support of its mission 

as a health facility. This required an 

involved and sustained effort to stay in 

compliance with requisite health guidelines. 

To stay in compliance and to often exceed 

the state’s mandates, Fr. Langton instituted 

routine outside audits to see where there 

might be shortcomings in health care for 

residents and the performance of staff. In 

collaboration with the Director of Nursing, 

assessment and quality of life for the 

Redemptorists was gradually fine-tuned 

across the board.  

 Dietetics took a much more scientific 

approach toward calorie control and overall 

nutrition. In one report from 1995, the 

Dietary Department noted that confreres 

loved to eat eggs at 

breakfast, but their 

inclusion in other dishes 

over the course of a given 

week meant that 

consumption amounted to 

15 dozen cartons of eggs 

each week. This was scaled 

back to three servings per 

week per man.  

 Incident reporting was 

meticulously documented 

and showed the level of 

effort it took to keep the 

facility running in tip top 

form. A well-groomed and 

hygienic confrere promoted 
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a sense of value, well-being, and 

contentment, but also helped stem agitation 

or moodiness that could result from changes 

in a person’s medication regimen or other 

anxieties. The changes were noticeable. 

Steady monitoring of the residents’ medical 

conditions, coupled with quick therapeutic 

interventions, translated into increased 

safety throughout the house. Regular 

screenings and influenza vaccines were 

administered throughout the year. 

Consequently, there were decreases in 

prescription errors, infection rates, and falls. 

Finally, as part of St. Clement’s safety 

program, simulated “emergencies” were 

conducted to judge response time and efforts 

at keeping residents and staff alive and well. 

These ranged from fire drills to tornado 

evacuations. Many of these measures were 

highlighted in a 1996 report made by one of 

the outside auditors who remarked candidly 

that “St. Clement truly represents the type of 

long term care facility that I would hope 

would be available for my family should 

that need ever arise.” 

 The fluidity of St. Clement’s is perhaps 

marked by the number of admissions and 

discharges under Father Langton’s 

administration. For some Redemptorists, it 

is a way station for rehabilitation while for 

others it becomes a more permanent home. 

According to Langton’s census data, 

between 1988 and 1995 there were 99 new 

admissions and 45 discharges. Confreres 

who passed through St. Clement’s for rehab 

services included patients recuperating from 

major hear surgery to broken limbs. The 

highest number of admissions occurred in 

1993, with 27 confreres passing through St. 

Clement’s doors. That year, 18 men were 

discharged to other locations—by far the 

highest turn over rate during Father 

Langton’s rectorship.  

  

Fr. Gary Heinecke, C.Ss.R., 1997-2002, 

superior; 2002-2007, superior and director 

 

 At the time 

of Father Gary 

Heinecke’s 

tenure, which 

began on May 1, 

1997, St. 

Clement’s was 

able to 

accommodate 30 

confreres and 

was typically 

filled to near 

capacity. Rehabilitation services had 

become an integral component of daily 

living at St. Clement’s. For many years prior 

to Father Heinecke’s rectorship, the three 

Redemptorist Western units—New Orleans, 

Oakland, and St. Louis—were engaged in 

discussions about restructuring. All had the 

benefit of receiving health care services at 

St. Clement’s. In 1995, the Vice-Province of 

New Orleans decided to withdraw from talks 

about restructuring and face the financial 

shortcomings that had fallen to the mother 

province of St. Louis on its own. This 

prompted an intervention from the Superior 

General, who believed that the newly 

constituted Denver Province would have too 

many other obligations to carry the Vice-

Province of New Orleans at present levels. 

Though the Denver Province was formed in 

June 1996, combining both St. Louis and 

Oakland, the benefits associated with health 

care for the Vice-Province of New Orleans 

was never cast into doubt. It was not until 

2005 that New Orleans joined the Denver 

Province, and provision for the health care 

of their senior men was made financially 

feasible, in part, through the prudential 

decisions of Father Heinecke, who came to 

Liguori after two terms as the superior of 

Villa Redeemer in Glenview, Illinois. 

 In addition to the melding of various 

units into one Denver Province, Father 

Heinecke also worked with Provincial 
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Father Richard Thibodeau on planning for 

St. Clement’s future. Space for aging 

confreres with particular medical needs had 

always been a perennial issue, but the 

projected “retirements” of large numbers of 

confreres meant a careful analysis of the 

physical accommodations for them both at 

St. Clement’s and elsewhere in the Province. 

In 1996, a report generated by the Center for 

Applied Research in the Apostolate was 

delivered to the province’s leadership on 

personnel projections between 1996 and 

2025. Both the Denver Province and the 

Vice-Province of New Orleans were 

examined and data from the report was 

meant to inform decisions on growth or 

contraction at St. Clement’s, as well as 

ministerial settings throughout the two units. 

Native members of the Region of Nigeria 

and the Vice-Provinces of Bangkok and 

Manaus were not included. Between the two 

units there were 272 members; the 

projection for 2025 brought that number to 

103 (in 2020 it was projected to be 119; it’s 

actually 147). In 1996, the number of retired 

and dependent confreres was 65. As the 

millennium turned, there were 116 over the 

age of 60 (out of a total of 195 professed 

members). 

 For all the planning, the ability of St. 

Clement’s to house ailing or aging confreres 

has never been in doubt. Supplying the 

personnel to keep the ship steady has been 

another challenge. For instance, when in the 

summer of 1998 Brother Gerard Clark was 

granted “retirement” status, suddenly two 

jobs became open: Director of 

Housekeeping and Director of the Dietary 

Department. No member of the province 

volunteered as a replacement. This is not to 

say that the senior confreres were ever 

abandoned. In April 2001, for instance, after 

re-assignment to the Liguori Mission House, 

Brother William Roberts began to visit 

confreres at St. Clements and became a 

regular fixture, leading Father Heineke to 

state that it was “great to have him in the 

neighborhood.” 

 In March 2000, after a brief visit to St. 

Clement’s, Provincial Father Richard 

Thibodeau was so impressed with the staff, 

he wrote a letter commending them. 

“Throughout the Redemptorist world,” he 

wrote, “St. Clement’s has a reputation of 

being the showcase health care center.” He 

noted that it was the staff who made that a 

reality. 

 

Fr. Ted Lawson, C.Ss.R. 2007-2014 

 

 In May 2007, at the insistence of the 

Provincial, Father Thomas Picton, there was 

a division of labor between the local 

superior and the administrator at St. 

Clement’s. Father Lawson was appointed 

the local superior and rector while Brother 

Tom Wright, who had intimate knowledge 

of the building and its finances, took on the 

role of 

administrator. 

Under this team, 

Father Lawson 

had three basic 

functions: to see 

to individual 

health care of 

the men, provide 

pastoral 

services, and undertake other duties required 

of superiors in the Redemptorists’ Statutes. 

Brother Tom tended to the finances of the 

physical plant and its residents, including 

health insurance matters, along with human 

resource management of the staff. By the 

spring of the following year, with Brother 

Tom’s transfer, Father Lawson became both 

the local superior and director of St. 

Clement’s. 

 The facility at St. Clement’s showed 

definite signs of aging and a growing 

number of issues needed to be addressed. 

Among these was the fire alarm system. 
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Repeated false alarms had the benefit of 

bringing the local fire department into 

greater familiarity with the facility, but their 

continued responses needed to be curtailed. 

Additionally, the HVAC units in each of the 

rooms on the first floor needed to be 

replaced or repaired to deal with the humid 

Missouri summers. The original hospital 

beds on the first floor needed to be replaced. 

The new beds were well received. More than 

one of the confreres mentioned he hadn’t 

realized how worn out the old beds were. 

The new beds offered better accessibility for 

staff to care for the men who were restricted 

to their beds. Individual room maintenance 

involved regular deep cleaning, painting and 

moving toward the replacement of the 

carpeting in the rooms with linoleum 

flooring. The original carpeting in the rooms 

could no longer withstand the demands of 

healthcare needs. As usual, the 

housekeeping staff continued their own 

valiant efforts at cleanliness.  

 Other efforts at making the house more 

livable and pleasant included the installation 

of DIRECTV. For many of the men, this 

was a dream come true. Unusual challenges 

needed to be faced regarding compatible 

wiring in order to maintain a satisfactory 

level of service for everyone. Those who 

used the driveway and parking lot were 

happy to have the resurfaced parking lot and 

driveway. Security was also tightened up. 

The front door was replaced and a security 

system was put in place to protect the 

confreres with dementia issues. 

 The quality of healthcare offered at St. 

Clements flourished under the direction of 

the Dr. Mahrukh Khan. She dedicated her 

professional expertise and sensitive bed-side 

manner to confreres at home or in the 

hospital. During his leadership of Fr. 

Lawson continued the practice that no 

confrere was sent to a hospital without 

another Redemptorist to accompany him. If 

the confrere was admitted, he found Dr. 

Khan’s relationships with various specialists 

to be an extension of her own medical 

professionalism. While receiving inpatient 

care, the confrere was visited each day. It 

was critical to advocate for him throughout 

his stay and actively participate in the 

development of a discharge plan.  

 New whirlpool tubs were installed in 

the shower room expanding the options for 

providing personal hygiene services. 

Overall, the nursing staff was exceptional in 

their attentive and respectful care for the 

men.  

 One of the most significant innovations 

in medical care for the men was that 

Hospice service was brought into St. 

Clement’s. The care offered men dying at 

home was very good yet there were 

occasions when a higher level of care was 

needed to maintain the best quality of life 

possible for a confrere coming to the end of 

his life. The level of care by way of special 

medications and other treatments of hospice 

specialists made a world of difference for all 

involved. 

 The most liberating and fulfilling 

experience of St. Clement’s Health Care 

Center is that it offered the option for a 

Redemptorist to die at home surrounded by 

his confreres. This experience impacts the 

individual as well as the rest of the 

community. On more than one occasion, a 

man in the hospital or another facility, when 

faced with the reality that acute care was no 

longer an option and palliative/hospice 

treatment was required, the weight of the 

world was lifted when he found out he could 

go home to die. He was greeted with open 

arms and loving concern not only from the 

staff but his fellow confreres. All who were 

able were encouraged to spend time praying 

with the confrere or simply joining him in a 

time of silence. This is one example of how 

St. Clement’s is a beacon of hope. 

 During his tenure as superior, St. 

Clement’s hosted the 50th Anniversary of the 
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Redemptoristines’ coming to Liguori. They 

invited their friends to join the celebration. 

When friends and Redemptorists were given 

an opportunity to express their personal 

message to the Sisters, it was inspiring. The 

Sisters were asked to offer words of wisdom 

for everyone gathered for the event. All of 

the Sisters were seated at a head table. 

Starting at one end and moving to the other, 

each began with a brief thought that flowed 

into a call for everyone to pray for the 

mission of the Redemptorists as well as each 

and every Redemptorist Priest and Brother. 

 There are certainly other events that 

occurred during this period in the history of 

St. Clements. All in all, it proved to be a 

place where the needs of each confrere were 

the top priority. Every confrere who joined 

the community, by choice or by directive, 

found that he joined a community unlike any 

other he had experienced throughout his life. 

He found a community with strong elements 

of safety, respect, attentiveness and, very 

often, experiences of true Redemptorist 

happiness. 

 

Fr. Mat Kessler, C.Ss.R., (local superior, 

2014) 

 

 Father Kessler’s labors at St. Clement’s 

were brief but meaningful. He put a new 

roof on the building and essentially re-sealed 

the building envelope. He also re-finished 

several bathrooms and replaced about ten 

recliners in the first floor rooms. The local 

fire force appeared on August 1 for the 

annual inspection. Over the course of two 

hours, the firemen had little to say, but by 

the end, Fr. Kessler reported, “There were 

no violations, and they went out of their way 

to tell us that we are one of the few large 

institutions in the Antonia and Rock County 

Fire Districts to receive an excellent rating.”  

 However, it was a decided shift in self-

understanding that marked his time as 

rector. When he assumed the office, the 

facility and its 28-member staff had an 

overriding ethos geared toward medical 

treatment. The Redemptorists were 

“patients” and there was a strong regular 

order, but the sense of mission had been 

blurred. So, community life again became a 

priority. At the time there were 25 men in 

the community. Once monthly meetings 

were standard and at one of them the house 

council suggested that a community meeting 

be devoted to one or two sections of the 

Redemptorist Constitutions. By August 

2014, the men settled on Chapter 2 in 

preparation for the provincial visitation in 

September of 2014. Evening prayer was an 

anchor for the community and it was noted 

that “participation was solid.” Father Kessler 

went so far as to organize a program to 

foster an awareness of the qualities of St. 

Clement Hofbauer among the staff so that 

Redemptorist spirituality permeated all 

aspects of the day. 

 St. Clement’s hosted spring and 

summer concerts in March and July, the 

latter of which had about 45 attendees. It 

was appreciated by the men and the guests. 

Mardi Gras was celebrated with the 

Redemptoristines—an always lively custom. 

 A new ministerial initiative was also 

undertaken, whereby some of the men 

became spiritual companions for men and 

women who are ill and/or isolated. This 

initiative was only just beginning, with 

discussions of the necessary boundaries for 

the conversations (what’s permitted and not 

permitted to talk about/how long the phone 

calls last and how often or when is it time to 

end the relationship and so forth.)  

 Several confreres continued to help out 

at local parishes or at home, including 

Fathers Will Lowery and Vince Aggeler. 

Fathers Kevin Fraher, Matthys, and Vincent 

Minh were instrumental to the functioning 

of St. Clement’s. Father Mike Quinn 

responded to help build community life 

through assisting his confreres with 
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computer-related issues. Visitors in 2014 

included the Denver Archive team of Jennie 

Murphy and Kathy Joda, who conducted 

oral interviews with many of the men. 

 

Fr. John Schmidt, C.Ss.R., 2015-2019, 

superior and director 

 

 During Father Schmidt’s tenure as local 

superior, he also served on the Extraordinary 

Provincial Council of the Denver Province, 

which meant periodic absences for meetings 

and visitation. To lend stability, Father 

Byron Miller, the president and publisher of 

Liguori Publications, served as vicar of St. 

Clement’s beginning in March 2019.  

 In keeping with 

the Congregation’s 

directives toward 

consolidation and 

renewal, as well as 

the Province’s own 

cost saving 

measures, on 

December 31, 2018, 

the Mission House 

community 

officially joined the 

residents of St. Clement’s to form one 

community—the first time that the house 

accommodated over 34 residents. Fr. 

Richard Boever, who led the Mission House 

as its superior, relinquished his role in 

leadership and, while he maintained 

residence at St. Clement’s, he took 

advantage of a sabbatical at the 

Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tucson, 

where he furthered his skills in their 

Hesychia School of Spiritual Direction. 

Partly in anticipation of this move and to 

ease over-crowding, Father Edward Morgan 

took up temporary residence at the Mary 

Queen and Mother Nursing Home in St. 

Louis. Once the communities were joined, 

the dynamics of community life changed. 

For instance, active missionary preachers 

and the province vocation director, Fr. 

Lamar Partin, were routinely dashing out on 

assignments. Another confrere, Father 

Victor Karls, criss-crossed the United States 

on behalf of Food for the Poor and closed 

out a very active 35-year career giving 

parish missions at the end of 2019.  

 In additional to daily Mass in the house 

and among the Redemptoristines, confreres 

also helped out with liturgical duties 

periodically at local parishes, but with  

regularity at Friendship Village, an assisted 

living and nursing home in St. Louis, as well 

as St. Andrew’s at Francis Place, a nursing 

home in Eureka, Missouri. Meanwhile, at St. 

Clement’s, Sunday Mass continues to be 

enhanced by the musical offerings of Mr. 

Arios Duarte, an accomplished guitarist. 

Beautification of the property continues 

non-stop, with Brother Paul Yasenak’s green 

thumb and the aid of the green house, which 

was moved down from the Mission House. 

This was supplemented in July of 2019, 

when Brother Gerry Patin distributed a 

dozen bee hives around the property; by 

October he was selling honey. They had 

made the trek from Oconomowoc, where he 

had been stationed before coming to St. 

Clement’s as the most recent director. 

 

Rev. Gan Nguyen and Brother Gerard Patin, 

September 1, 2019 – present (local superior 

and director) 

 

 The most 

recent 

appointments 

to St. 

Clement’s in 

June 2019, 

which went 

into effect on 

September 1 of 

that year, saw 

the house at 

full 
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complement. Thirty-five confreres resided in 

Liguori. Father Gan Nguyen was appointed 

rector and Brother Gerry Patin was 

appointed director of senior life/assisted 

living and was first consultor. Father Byron 

Miller continued as vicar, together with his 

responsibilities at Liguori Publications. 

Father Vincent Minh served as second 

consultor, sacristan, and guest master. Mr. 

Ahment Jasarevic continued to keep the 

physical plant in tip top shape has head of 

maintenance. 

 On December 10, 2019, two 

distinguished and road-weary travelers, 

Teresa Ascensão & José Silva Oliveira, 

Redemptorist Partners in Mission from 

Porto, Portugal, remained in Liguori Land 

for a few days. The Oliveiras had traveled 

around the world visiting Redemptorists 

provinces. They were a welcome interlude 

that winter and a sign that, eventually, all the 

world travels through Liguori. 

 

Announcements… 
 

 
 

In 1987, during the 200th anniversary of the death of St. Alphonsus, Superior General Juan 

Lasso de la Vega requested the Historical Institute of the Congregation to initiate a long-term 

project of providing the Congregation with a 

general history of the Institute.  Over the past 

three decades, a team of confreres who 

specialize in history have prepared assigned 

areas of the project.   

A compact disc containing the new English 

translation of Volume II/i of The History of the 

Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer has 

now been published by the General 

Government’s Historical Institute. It is being 

produced under the auspices of the North 

American Conference of the Congregation and 

Liguori Publications who offer it gratis to the 

units which use English as one of their 

languages. It is being published only in digital 

form; there will be no print edition.  This 

volume is being produced together with the two 

earlier English volumes so that the entire 

translation that has been completed so far can 

be found in a single source and be read in any 

of three different formats: .doc, .pdf, or E-book. 

The material on this CD will also be 

permanently available on three web sites: those 

of the Historical Institute, of the Denver 

Province, and of Liguori Publications. Liguori publications will also provide additional free 

copies of the CD to Redemptorists if requested. Address such requests to wbarnes@liguori.org. 

Latest General History Volume Released in English on CD-Rom 
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Welcome Jennifer Vess! 
A new face graces the offices of the Redemptorist archives. In early January 2022, Ms. 

Jennifer Vess, formerly the Brooke 

Dolan archivist at the Philadelphia 

Academy of Natural Sciences, joined 

the archives’ team. She will primarily 

care for the Denver collections, which 

encompass the former St. Louis and 

Oakland Provinces, New Orleans 

Vice-Province, and the Vice-Provinces 

of Manaus, Bangkok, and Nigeria.  

A native of Maryland, Jennifer has 

a long career in the archives field. She 

served in her previous position for 

eight years managing Academy’s archival holdings and processing its collections. Similarly, she 

worked as the archivist for the Jewish Museum of Maryland (2007-2013) and was a graduate 

assistant in the Special Collections division of the University of Delaware Library. Jennifer 

graduated with her BA from the University of Maryland Baltimore County and an MA in history 

from the University of Delaware.  

Jennifer’s email: jvess@redemptorists.net or archives1@redemptorists-denver.org  

 

 

Funding for Austro-American research… 
 

Kevin McNamara, the managing director of the Botstiber Institute for Austrian-American 

Studies, paid a call at the Redemptorist Archives on November 30, 2021. He toured local 

archives in the Philadelphia region to generate interest in the Institute’s scholarly programs. 

Among these is funding for research assistance for collections that bear upon the trans-

Atlantic experience of Austrians and the United States. Our collections contain materials in 

this vein, particularly in the personnel files of so many Austrian confreres who labored in 

the American provinces, beginning with the group of pioneers in 1832. If you have a 

research project that could benefit from the use of our archive, and that has a significant 

component related to the Austro-American experience, you may be eligible for funding 

through the Botstiber Institute. For further details: https://botstiberbiaas.org/.  

 

Editor’s note: with this issue of the Redemptorist North American History Bulletin I close out 

nearly a decade of work on its pages. I have been the editor and a principal contributor, but 

the day has come for new blood. I am turning over the reins to Ms. Vess and she will be 

responsible for obtaining essays, editing, designing, and all the other details that go into the 

composition of this Bulletin. I wish her well. –Patrick Hayes 

Littera scripta manet 
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