
The Catholic Parish of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Cottage Grove 

with the Mission Church of 
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell, Oregon.  

Physical addresses 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
1025 N. 19th St., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 552 Holbrook Lane, Creswell, OR 97426 

Communications 
Mailing address: 1025 N. 19th St., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Tel: (541)-942-3420. E: office@olphcg.net. W: olphcg.net; Facebook.com/olphcg 

SEE INSIDE FOR VARIATIONS TO THE LITURGY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
Saturday: 5:30pm; Sunday: 10:30am Sunday 8:30am 
 (Bilingual English-Spanish) 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Monday: 6:45pm; Tuesday: 9:00am (Latin, 1962 Missal); 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00am (English) 
Saturday: 9:00am (Latin, 1962 Missal) 

CONFESSIONS 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
Tuesday - Friday: 8:30am and after Mass. 
Saturday: 9:40—10:30am; 4:00—5:15pm; Sunday: 9:45—10:15am Sunday: 7:50—8:20am 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.” (Mt. 24:37-44) 
Icon at St Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, Amsterdam. Photo credit: Jim Forest via Flickr. 



PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Father John J. Boyle, J.C.L. 
Ext. 101. pastor@olphcg.net 

Business Manager: Joan Goossens 
Ext. 102. office@olphcg.net 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Lori Eckstine 
Ext. 103. passoc@olphcg.net 

Maintenance:   
Maintenance@olphcg.net 

Office hours: (after Mass) 
Tuesday – Friday 9:30am – 4:30pm 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Facilities usage & rental 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: parish office 
St. Philip Benizi: Ausencia Alexander (bilingual) 

Bulletin Items: Bulletin@olphcg.net 

Altar Flowers—OLPH: Altarflowers@olphcg.net 

Pastoral Council: Pastoralcouncil@olphcg.net 

Parish Event: ParishEvent@olphcg.net 

Sunday Hospitality—OLPH: 

Sundayhospitality@olphcg.net 

Landscaping—OLPH: Landscaping@olphcg.net 

Prayer line: Jan Thompson & Louise Giarrusso 

Prayerline@olphcg.net 

Women’s Bible Study: Womensbible@olphcg.net 

Men’s Bible Study: Mensbible@olphcg.net 

Altar Society: President: Marjie Vaverka 

Altarsociety@olphcg.net 

Knights of Columbus: KnightsofColumbus@olphcg.net 

TEXT TO GIVE 
Text the word “Give” to  

541-204-8885 to set up and make 
donations to the Church and other 

funds. PayPal  ParishSOFT 

OUR OFFERINGS LAST WEEKEND AMOUNTED TO: 
    

OLPH     

Goal*     

Difference     

Maintenance     

SPB     

Goal*     

Difference     

Maintenance     

DONATIONS FOR SPECIFIC FUND 

      

      

      

      

   

Thank you for your sacrificial offerings  

November 20  
$3,509 $65,190 

$4,185 $97,184 

-$676 -$31,994 

  $3,789 

$727 $14,389 

$1,059 $21,180 

-$332 -$6,791 

  $355 

  * Preliminary goals until budget is completed. 
** These numbers reset at the beginning of the fiscal year. 

Communion Rail  $450 

Homeless Ministry  $635 

Pastor’s Discretion $850 $5,920 

Faith Formation Gift  $5,000 

   

   

** 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to those who are visiting our parish. Thank you 
for joining us for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass while you 
are in the Cottage Grove and Creswell areas. If you are new 
to the parish, please consider registering at olphcg.net 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to have a Mass offered for your intention, 
there are special envelopes in the vestibule (please put your 
name on the envelope, in case of questions) or please come 
to the parish office during office hours for more 
information. Mass Cards iare available in the office as well. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS 
First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday Lectionary Year A 

Advent Preface I, Eucharistic Prayer I 
Saturday November 26 
First Sunday of Advent 
4:00-5:15pm Confessions 
5:30pm Mass (For the people of the parish) 
Sunday November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 
7:50am Confessions (Bilingual) (SPB)  
8:30am Mass (Bilingual) (SPB)  
10:30am Mass (+Angelina Navarro) 
5:00pm Sung Vespers 
Monday November 28 
Feria of Advent 
6:45pm Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal)  
Tuesday November 29 
Feria of Advent; (Commemoration of St. Saturninus) 
9:00am Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal)  
Wednesday November 30 
St. Andrew, Apostle, Feast 
9:00am Mass (+Marie Hong Tran) 
Thursday December 1 
Advent Weekday 
9:00am  Mass  
Friday December 2 
Advent Weekday 
First Friday 
7:30am Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament 
9:00am Mass  
7:30pm Votive Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Latin, 

1962 Missal) followed by Exposition and All-
Night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Saturday December 3 
Votive Mass of the Immaculate Heart of Mary; 
(Commemoration of Advent Feria) 
First Saturday 
8:45am Benediction & Conclusion of Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
9:00am Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal) (Our Lady’s 

Intentions) followed by Confessions until 
10:30am 

Sunday Masses this weekend will be followed by 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Second Sunday of Advent 
4:00-5:15pm Confessions 
5:30pm Mass (+Philomena & +Anthony Peragine) 
Sunday December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
7:50am Confessions (Bilingual) (SPB)  
8:30am Mass (Bilingual) (SPB)  
10:30am  Mass (For the people of the parish) 
5:00pm Sung Vespers 
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18:30 Oraciones de la novena. 

12 de diciembre 
05:30: Mañanitas a Nuestra Señora seguido de delicioso 

chocolate caliente, champurrado, café y pastelería 
mexicana. 

17:00: La procesión comienza en Creswell Community 
Center, 99 South 1st Street 

18:30: Misa (Latín, Misal 1962) seguida de un pot luck en el 
salón de la iglesia. 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION/ 
CONFESSION SERVICE 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 13TH, 6:30PM 
Visiting priests (so far Fathers Ron Nelson and Edgar 
Rivera) will be available to hear confessions. The service 
will be followed by the English traditional Mulled wine/
cider and Mince Pies, perfect for a winter’s evening! 

 SERVICIO DE CONFESIÓN/ 
RECONCILIACIÓN DE ADVIENTO 
MARTES 13 DE DICIEMBRE, 18:30 

Los sacerdotes visitantes (hasta ahora los padres Ron 
Nelson y Edgar Rivera) estarán disponibles para escuchar 
confesiones. El servicio será seguido por la tradición inglesa 
de vino/sidra cálido especiado y Mince Pies, ¡perfecto para 
una noche de invierno! 

DONATE POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS! 
We are in need of potted, fresh poinsettias for Christmas 
decoration! Please donate either live plants (best) or a 
monetary contribution. Sales at various retailers are 
happening now, so for best selection and price it is 
recommended to purchase them ASAP. You may drop them 
off at the parish office during office hours or bring to the 
church. We will be decorating the church after Mass on 
Sunday, December 18th. 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATION -  
SAVE THE DATE! 

Church decoration for Christmas will be on Sunday, 
December 18th after Mass. Please plan on staying after Mass 
to help. If we have many hands, it will make light work and 
go very quickly. All ages may help with this, and it is usually 
a lot of fun! We need people to help set up Christmas trees 
in stands, to climb ladders to place wreaths, to take things 
down from the attic and more! Be among the first to see 
what the church will look like on Christmas! 

LINGUA LATINA – LATIN CLASSES OFFERED 
I wish to offer classes in the Latin language using Hans 
Ørberg's Lingua Latina per se Illustrata which is reputed to 
be the world's premiere series for learning Latin via the 
Natural Method. The Natural Method encourages students 
to learn Latin without resorting to translation, but instead 
by teaching them to think in the language: students first 
learn grammar and vocabulary inductively through 
extended contextual reading and an ingenious system of 
marginal notes. Lingua Latina per se Illustrata is also the 
most popular series for those teachers at both the secondary 
and collegiate levels who wish to develop Latin 
conversational skills in the classroom. Having looked at the 
text I am confident that many of your young people in 
elementary, middle or high school, and adults too, would 
find this program exciting. To register interest, contact me 
personally or via email: pastor@olphcg.net. Search for 
Lingua Latina pe se Illustrata on the internet to find out 
more and to order books. I am ready to start as soon as a 
group is ready. Fr. John 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESKTOP 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We begin the great season of Advent today and, this 
year, we have a full four weeks since Christmas Day falls on 
a Sunday. I invite you to join me in making this Advent a 
season of renewal, deeper conversion and repentance. I am 
confident that Our Lord is pouring out upon us many 
graces. In fact, this seems to be happening across the 
Archdiocese of Portland as our Archbishop leads and guides 
his flock into a renewed commitment to discipleship with 
Christ and zeal to communicate His Word to the people of 
Western Oregon, beginning with the members of our parish 
communities. 

Archbishop Sample has asked his priests, without 
placing them under obedience, to consider proclaiming four 
key essential concepts over the four weeks of Advent, 
namely: that we were CREATED out of the pure love of 
God; we were CAPTURED by the snares of the devil’s 
deceit who led us away from the freedom of the children of 
God and into slavery to sin; that we were RESCUED by the 
incarnation, birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension 
into heaven of the second Person of the Blessed Trinity; and 
that there must therefore be a RESPONSE on our part to 
such great love and mercy. 

Included with this week’s bulletin is handout with some 
points for meditation, whether privately, in your families, 
or among your friends, and discussion 

If you would like to access further resources, visit 
https://pastoralministry.archdpdx.org/kerygma. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. ~Fr. John 

ROSARY AT SPB 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm: a Rosary will be prayed for the 
grace of discernment concerning the mission of the 
community in Creswell and St. Philip Benizi Church as it 
relates to the wider mission of the whole parish. 

 APOLOGETICS: HOW TO READ THE BIBLE 
Next class: December 1st, 3:30pm in the Newman Room. 

FIRST FRIDAY OVERNIGHT ADORATION  
Friday  December 2nd, starting with Latin Mass at 7:30pm 
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
adoration through the night, concluding with Mass on 
Saturday morning. Sign up and come and spend an hour or 
more during the night with Our Lord. Sign up sheets are in 
the OLPH vestibule.  

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST 
December 12th 

Come and celebrate this magnificent feast in honor of our 
Blessed Mother at St. Philip Benizi Church, Creswell. 

December 4th –11th 
6:30pm Novena prayers. 

December 12th 
5:30am: Mañanitas to Our Lady followed by delicious hot 

chocolate, champurrado, coffee, and Mexican pastries. 
5:00pm: Procession begins at Creswell Community Center, 

99 South 1st Street 
6:30pm: Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal) followed by a pot luck in 

the church hall. 

FIESTA DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE GUADALUPE 
12 de diciembre 

Ven y celebren esta magnífica fiesta en honor de nuestra 
Santísima Madre en la Iglesia St. Philip Benizi, Creswell. 

4 – 11 de diciembre 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

SPACE S AVAILABLE 
Do you know of a business that would 
like to advertise here and sponsor the 

bulletin? Have them call or email 
Joan—(541) 942– 3420/

office@olphcg.net and she will get 
their ad set up. 

Pentecost Sunday in 1994 following a long faith journey that 
explored his Protestant roots. He is the author of five books 
and producer of the popular video series, “Footprints of 
God,” and has been a regular guest on EWTN, Relevant 
Radio and others. 
Steve explains how culture is falling back into a new 
paganism (we call it pluralism) with the West, worshipping 
at the altars of comfort, affluence, and self-indulgence.  
He’ll get your heart pumping as he challenges you to swim 
upstream and make a deadly choice: to stay faithful or keep 
your head and lose your soul. 
Reserve a free seat: https://tinyurl.com/yxekyhk5 

Your weekly bulletin costs 22¢ to print. 
Our annual bulletin costs are $2,260, 

not including staff hours spent editing it 
and putting it together. Your 

contribution and the sponsorship of our 
advertisers are greatly appreciated. 

Please support our sponsors with your 
patronage. Thank you. 

PRO-LIFE REFLECTION 
From Pro-Life Reflections for Every Day 

By Father Frank Pavone 
November 27 

When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide 
My eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will 
not listen. Your hands are full of blood. — Isaiah 1:15 

Some abortion advocates call themselves “Prayerfully 
pro-choice.” The implication is that they have consulted 
God about a procedure that dismembers little babies and 
found it to be OK. This is using faith against reason. 

The God who gives us faith also gives us common sense. 
Nothing that truly comes from God is ever going to tolerate 
the killing of innocent human beings. 

Lord, may we never use our religion to justify sin. 

PEACE IN THE WOMB CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
on Saturday, December 17th  

In the Christmas story, hope enters the world through the 
birth of a child, even in the midst of difficult circumstances. 
Join us as we sing carols and share this Christmas hope 
where it’s needed most: the abortion facility right here in 
our community.  Songbooks and hot drinks provided!  
Saturday December 17th, 2022 1:00pm at Planned 
Parenthood, 3579 Franklin Blvd, Eugene. Contact Love 
Billings at rosaryvigil@hotmail.com or at prolifeaction.org 
for more information.  

ARCHBISHOP LECTURE SERIES  
WITH STEVE RAY 

December 2 | 7:30 pm  
St. Joseph Catholic Church - Salem, OR 

Pagans worshiped many 
gods. Christians were 
allowed to worship 
Jesus along with the 
pagan gods as one 
among equals. Caesar 
too claimed divinity. But 
Christians said, “No!” 
They would bow only to 
the one true God and 

refused to burn incense to pagan deities. Because of their 
unflagging principals, they became persecuted outcasts, 
treated with malice. Sound familiar? 
Steve Ray was received into the Catholic Church on 

Thank you to all who helped and participated in last 
Sunday's Christ the King celebration and Advent Fair. 
Parishioners of all ages, especially children enjoyed this all-
parish fun with crafts,  and families enjoyed making an 
Advent wreath.   

Thank you to those few dedicated youth and faith formation 
students who cleaned the church on Veteran's Day! You are 
great models of responsibility and commitment as you put 
your faith into action for the parish.   

https://tinyurl.com/yxekyhk5
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Part 1: CREATED 

Asking God for the graces of wonder and trust 

 

Summary Points from Rescued1  - Part I: Created 

• Scripture is a library; know what genre you’re reading. 
• There is one God, he freely chose to create, and everything he made is good.  
• We, the human person, are the highlight of his creation, made in his image and likeness.  
• We have reason and free will, which render us capable of genuine love.  
• We were made for relationship (with him and with each other); our destiny is to be  

divinized and partake of God’s nature. 
• God is more powerful than anything we can comprehend. 
• Real happiness means to be loved and to love. 

Questions 

− What am I anxious or fearful about right now in my life? Is my life filled with 
confidence and trust or am I riddled with anger and fear? 

− What effect does contemplating the grandeur and magnificence of God and his 
personal love have on me and on my fears? 

− What is my image of God now? 
Key Truths 

➢ Genesis is unique among creation accounts 
➢ Matter is good. 
➢ God created out of love, not need. 
➢ Humanity is the crown of creation, male and female he created them. The first blessing 

is the marital act: unitive and procreative. 
➢ We want the faithful to be filled with wonder and awe at the beauty of creation and 

how beauty reveals God. 
➢ “Created” is not really about proofs for God but why God created – love for humanity 

and for each one of us as well as the beauty and grandeur of creation and what it 
reveals about God and his power. 

Consider… 
To begin with creation is to ponder the question, “Why is there something instead of 
nothing?” Science can tell us how the universe has unfolded, but it cannot tell us why it exists. 
Revelation is how God shows us the answer to that question. 

More than presenting proofs for the existence of God, this message is really about why God 
created: out of love. “In the beginning, God created...” Why? Not out of need, in the Trinity, 
he is complete; he has no need to create. He simply wanted us to be. All of creation, in its 
incredible magnitude, displays the power and love of God in a way that should make us 
wonder and be still, in awe at the God who created it. 

1Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the Gospel, Father John Riccardo, Word Among Us Press 
(September 23, 2020)  



All of it, however, is ultimately about us. Anything exists at all because God wanted us to exist, 
because he loves us. Humanity is the pinnacle of God’s creation. “The first in intention is the 
last in execution,” and God only rests in Genesis after creating humanity. This reveals to us the 
grandeur of our human nature and shows what we are made for – to be loved by and love God 
and from that love to move into relationship with one another. The original holiness leads to 
original unity – in John Paul’s phraseology from the Theology of the Body addresses. 

God’s creative love in this way is not general but specific. He created everything because he 
loves, not just humanity, generally, but me, personally. His creative act is constant because he 
is the “ground of all being” (Aquinas) meaning he is constantly holding us in being by his 
creative love, constantly willing us and choosing us. “Each of us is the result of a thought of 
God. Each of us is willed. Each of us is loved. Each of us is necessary.” (Pope Benedict XVI) 

1st Sunday of Advent - Lectionary: 1 
First Reading - Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm - Psalm 22:1-9 
Second Reading - Romans 13:11-14 
Gospel - Matthew 24:37-44 

 

Possible Verses for Focus: 
Isaiah 2:2-3 - “All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: “Come, let 
us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his 
ways, and we may walk in his paths.” We are compelled to seek God; we have a deep desire to 
know why we exist and what our purpose in life may be. These are invitations to faith in 
understanding the reason for creation, specifically our individual creation. This desire is a 
shared human experience that reflects the imprint on our hearts from our creator. 

Psalm 22:1-9 - We were created for joy. God wants to bless us with his love and the life we’ve 
been given. Jerusalem was home to the temple, there was great rejoicing in believers that 
experienced the encounter with God at the temple. We’re also reminded that God desires our 
peace and prosperity - we were made for good … and to have good relationships with God and 
others. 

Matthew 24:44 - “So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the 
Son of Man will come.” What does it mean to be prepared? How might Jesus be asking us to 
prepare? We can begin to prepare by taking the time to listen and learn; to accept this 
invitation into a deeper contemplation of our faith. Why does any of this matter? Why does 
life matter? Creating time to think about these big questions will help us better understand 
what preparation must take place. 



Parte I: CREADA 
Pidiéndole a Dios las gracias del asombro y la confianza 

Puntos resumidos de Rescatados1 - Parte I: Creada 
• La Escritura es una biblioteca; saber qué género estás leyendo. 
• Hay un solo Dios, libremente eligió crear, y todo lo que hizo es bueno. 
• Nosotros, la persona humana, somos el culmen de su creación, hechos a su imagen y 

semejanza. 
• Tenemos razón y libre albedrío, que nos hacen capaces de un amor genuino. 
• Fuimos hechos para la relación (con él y entre nosotros); nuestro destino es ser 

divinizados y participar de la naturaleza de Dios. 
• Dios es más poderoso que cualquier cosa que podamos comprender. 
• La verdadera felicidad significa ser amado y amar. 
 

Preguntas 
− ¿De qué estoy ansioso o temeroso en este momento en mi vida? ¿Está mi vida llena de 

seguridad y confianza o estoy plagado de ira y miedo? 
− ¿Qué efecto tiene en mí y en mis miedos contemplar la grandeza y magnificencia de 

Dios y su amor personal? 
− ¿Cuál es mi imagen de Dios ahora? 
 

Verdades clave 
➢ Génesis es único entre los relatos de la creación. 
➢ La materia es buena. 
➢ Dios creó por amor, no por necesidad. 
➢ La humanidad es la corona de la creación, varón y hembra los creó. La primera 

bendición es el acto marital: unitivo y procreador. 
➢ Queremos que los fieles se llenen de asombro y asombro ante la belleza de la creación y 

cómo la belleza revela a Dios. 
➢ “Creado” no se trata realmente de pruebas de Dios, sino de por qué Dios creó: amor por 

la humanidad y por cada uno de nosotros, así como la belleza y la grandeza de la 
creación y lo que revela sobre Dios y su poder. 

 

Considere... 
Comenzar con la creación es reflexionar sobre la pregunta: "¿Por qué hay algo en lugar de 
nada?" La ciencia puede decirnos cómo se ha desarrollado el universo, pero no puede 
decirnos por qué existe. La revelación es cómo Dios nos muestra la respuesta a esa pregunta. 

Más que presentar pruebas de la existencia de Dios, este mensaje realmente trata soabre por 
qué Dios creó: por amor. “En el principio creó Dios...” ¿Por qué? No por necesidad. En la 
Trinidad, está completo; no tiene necesidad de crear. Él simplemente quería que fuéramos. 
Toda la creación, en su increíble magnitud, muestra el poder y el amor de Dios de una manera 
que debería hacernos maravillarnos y quedarnos quietos, asombrados ante el Dios que la 
creó.  

 
1Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the Gospel, Father John Riccardo, Word Among Us Press 
(September 23, 2020)  



Todo esto, sin embargo, es en última instancia acerca de nosotros. Cualquier cosa existe 
porque Dios quiso que existiéramos, porque nos ama. La humanidad es el pináculo de la 
creación de Dios. “El primero en la intención es el último en la ejecución”, y Dios solo descansa 
en Génesis después de crear a la humanidad. Esto nos revela la grandeza de nuestra 
naturaleza humana y muestra para qué estamos hechos: para ser amados y amar a Dios y, a 
partir de ese amor, pasar a relacionarnos unos con otros. La santidad original conduce a la 
unidad original – en la fraseología de Juan Pablo II de los discursos de la Teología del Cuerpo.  

 

El amor creador de Dios de esta manera no es general sino específico. Él creó todo porque 
ama, no solo a la humanidad, en general, sino a mí, personalmente. Su acto creativo es 
constante porque él es el "fundamento de todo ser" (Tomás de Aquino), lo que significa que 
constantemente nos mantiene en el ser por su amor creativo, constantemente nos desea y 
nos elige. “Cada uno de nosotros es el resultado de un pensamiento de Dios. Cada uno de 
nosotros es querido. Cada uno de nosotros es amado. Cada uno de nosotros es necesario”. 
(Papa Benedicto XVI) 

 

1er Domingo de Adviento - Leccionario: 1 
Primera Lectura - Isaías 2,1-5 
Salmo - Salmo 22,1-9 
Segunda Lectura - Romanos 13,11-14 
Evangelio - Mateo 24,37-44 

 

Posibles Versículos para Enfoque: 

Isaías 2:2-3 - “Hacia él confluirán todas las naciones. Acudirán pueblos numerosos, que dirán: 
‘Vengan, subamos al monte del Señor, a la casa del Dios de Jacob, para que él nos instruya en 
sus caminos, y podamos marchar por sus sendas’.” Estamos obligados a buscar a Dios; 
tenemos un profundo deseo de saber por qué existimos y cuál puede ser nuestro propósito en 
la vida. Estas son invitaciones a la fe en la comprensión del porqué de la creación, 
específicamente de nuestra creación individual. Este deseo es una experiencia humana 
compartida que refleja la huella en nuestros corazones de nuestro creador. 

Salmo 22:1-9 - Fuimos creados para el gozo. Dios quiere bendecirnos con su amor y la vida que 
nos ha dado. Jerusalén fue el hogar del templo, hubo gran regocijo en los creyentes que 
experimentaron el encuentro con Dios en el templo. También se nos recuerda que Dios desea 
nuestra paz y prosperidad: fuimos creados para el bien... y para tener buenas relaciones con 
Dios y con los demás. 

Mateo 24:44 - “También ustedes estén preparados, porque a la hora que menos lo piensén, 
vendrá el Hijo del Hombre.” ¿Qué significa estar preparado? ¿Cómo podría Jesús estar 
pidiéndonos que nos preparemos? Podemos comenzar a prepararnos tomándonos el tiempo 
para escuchar y aprender; aceptar esta invitación a una contemplación más profunda de 
nuestra fe. ¿Por qué nada de esto importa? ¿Por qué importa la vida? Crear tiempo para 
pensar en estas grandes preguntas nos ayudará a comprender mejor qué preparación debe 
llevarse a cabo. 


