
The Catholic Parish of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Cottage Grove 

with the Mission Church of 
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell, Oregon.  

Physical addresses 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
1025 N. 19th St., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 552 Holbrook Lane, Creswell, OR 97426 

Communications 
Mailing address: 1025 N. 19th St., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Tel: (541)-942-3420. E: office@olphcg.net. W: olphcg.net; Facebook.com/olphcg 

SEE INSIDE FOR VARIATIONS TO THE LITURGY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
Saturday: 5:30pm; Sunday: 10:30am Sunday 8:30am 
 (Bilingual English-Spanish) 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Monday: 6:45pm; Tuesday: 9:00am (Latin, 1962 Missal); 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00am (English) 
Saturday: 9:00am (Latin, 1962 Missal) 

CONFESSIONS 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help St. Philip Benizi 
Tuesday - Friday: 8:30am and after Mass. 
Saturday: 9:40—10:30am; 4:00—5:15pm; Sunday: 9:45—10:15am Sunday: 7:50—8:20am 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saint Joseph’s Dream, Giordano Luca, ca. 1697, © Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid  



PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Father John J. Boyle, J.C.L. 
Ext. 101. pastor@olphcg.net 

Business Manager: Joan Goossens 
Ext. 102. office@olphcg.net 

Faith Formation Coordinator: Lori Eckstine 
Ext. 103. passoc@olphcg.net 

Maintenance:   
Maintenance@olphcg.net 

Office hours: (after Mass) 
Tuesday – Friday 9:30am – 4:30pm 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Facilities usage & rental 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: parish office 
St. Philip Benizi: Ausencia Alexander (bilingual) 

Bulletin Items: Bulletin@olphcg.net 

Altar Flowers—OLPH: Altarflowers@olphcg.net 

Pastoral Council: Pastoralcouncil@olphcg.net 

Parish Event: ParishEvent@olphcg.net 

Sunday Hospitality—OLPH: 

Sundayhospitality@olphcg.net 

Landscaping—OLPH: Landscaping@olphcg.net 

Prayer line: Jan Thompson & Louise Giarrusso 

Prayerline@olphcg.net 

Women’s Bible Study: Womensbible@olphcg.net 

Men’s Bible Study: Mensbible@olphcg.net 

Altar Society: President: Marjie Vaverka 

Altarsociety@olphcg.net 

Knights of Columbus: KnightsofColumbus@olphcg.net 

TEXT TO GIVE 
Text the word “Give” to  

541-204-8885 to set up and make 
donations to the Church and other 

funds. PayPal  ParishSOFT 

OUR OFFERINGS LAST WEEKEND AMOUNTED TO: 
    

OLPH     

Goal*     

Difference     

Maintenance     

SPB     

Goal*     

Difference     

Maintenance     

DONATIONS FOR SPECIFIC FUND 

      

      

      

      

   

Thank you for your sacrificial offerings  

December 11  
$5,175 $77,791 

$4,732 $111,380 

$443 -$33,590 

$40 $3,429 

$1,421 $18,892 

$1,059 $25,416 

$362 -$6,524 

$0 $405 

  * Preliminary goals until budget is completed. 
** These numbers reset at the beginning of the fiscal year. 

Pastor’s Discretion  $6,920.00 

Communion Rail  $550.00 

Homeless Ministry  $635.00 

Faith Formation Gift  $5,000 

   

   

** 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to those who are visiting our parish. Thank you 
for joining us for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass while you 
are in the Cottage Grove and Creswell areas. If you are new 
to the parish, please consider registering at olphcg.net 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to have a Mass offered for your intention, 
there are special envelopes in the vestibule (please put your 
name on the envelope, in case of questions) or please come 
to the parish office during office hours for more 
information. Mass Cards iare available in the office as well. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Lectionary Year A 
Preface of Advent II, Eucharistic Prayer I 

Saturday December 17 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
4:00-5:15pm Confessions 
5:30pm Mass (For the people of the parish) 
Sunday December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
7:50am Confessions (Bilingual) (SPB)  
8:30am Mass (Bilingual) (SPB) (For the health of Maria 

del Rosario Ramirez Garcia) 
10:30am Mass (+Angelina Navarro) 
5:00pm Sung Vespers 
Monday December 19 
Greater Feria of Advent 
6:45pm Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal)  
Tuesday December 20 
Greater Feria of Advent 
9:00am Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal) (For the deceased 

Relatives and Friends of Glyness Browne) 
Wednesday December 21 
Advent Weekday  
(St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor of the Church) 
9:00am Mass (+Marie Hong Tran) 
Thursday December 22 
Advent Weekday 
9:00am Mass (For the deceased Relatives and Friends of 
 Michael & Kathy Kelly)  
Friday December 23 
Advent Weekday (St. John of Kanty, Priest) 
7:30am Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament 
9:00am Mass (Carole Chapman) 
Saturday December 24 
Vigil of Christmas 
8:00am Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament 
9:00am Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal)  
 (Our Lady’s Intentions)  
 followed by Confessions until 10:30am 
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 
4:00-5:15pm Confessions 
5:30pm Mass (+Philomena & +Anthony Peragine) 
Sunday December 25 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Midnight Low Latin Mass (1962 Missal) 
7:50am Confessions (Bilingual) (SPB)  
8:30am Dawn Mass (Bilingual) (SPB) (For the deceased 

Relatives and Friends of Dan Day) 
9:45am Confessions 
10:30am Day Mass (For the people of the parish) 
5:00pm Sung Vespers 

mailto:pastor@olphcg.net
mailto:office@olphcg.net
mailto:passoc@olphcg.net


office staff spend time with family.  

FRIDAY HOLY HOUR AT SPB - 6:30PM 
Come and spend some time with the Lord in the 
Tabernacle. Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Quiet Time & 
Eucharistic Devotions. 

FAITH FORMATION CHRISTMAS VACATION 
There are no Sunday Children's Faith Formation classes 
December 25 and January 1.   

CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNITY DINNER 
Parishioners and members of the local community are 
warmly invited to a Christmas Day Community Dinner at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Center from 2:00pm 
onwards. Our closet of donated clothing will be open in case 
any individual or family would find something useful to 
them. Our dinner will also be open to the homeless in our 
community. 

APOLOGETICS: HOW TO READ THE BIBLE 
Next class: January 5th, 3:30pm in the Newman Room. 

JANUARY 8 PARISH EPIPHANY PARTY/ 8 DE 
ENERO FIESTA PARROQUIAL DE REYES 

 OLPH will be holding a parish Epiphany party Sunday, 
January 8 after 10:30 Mass. Pizza will be provided. Please 
help if you can by bringing a salad or side dish. The party 
will have family games and activities, singing, a Three Kings 
skit, including the traditional Rosca de Reyes, a circular, 
crown- shaped King cake or bread that is garnished with the 
"jewels" of fruit. 

OLPH llevará a cabo una fiesta parroquial de Epifanía el 
domingo 8 de enero después de la misa de las 10:30. Se 
proporcionará pizza. Por favor ayude si puede trayendo una 
ensalada o guarnición. La fiesta contará con juegos y 
actividades en familia, cantos, función de Reyes Magos, 
incluyendo la tradicional Rosca de Reyes, un pastel o pan de 
rey circular en forma de corona que se adorna con las 
“joyas” de la fruta. 

VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS FOR 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Plans and work are underway for the Community Christmas 
Dinner at OLPH. Two more turkeys would be greatly 
appreciated. They can be dropped of at the parish hall 
during business hours or Sunday. If you are interested in 
helping in any way, speak to Dan Kilmer or Judy Palmer. 
You may also give/send your contact information to the 
office and we will contact you! 

HOMELESS MINISTRY REQUEST LIST 
Blankets, sleeping bags, first aid items, disposable razors, 
hand sanitizer,  wipes and travel-sized hygiene products are 
welcome and needed items. 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST DAY 
Thank you to everyone who worked hard to make the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Feast a wonderful day of worship and 
fellowship. 

RELIGIOUS GIVE THANKS 
 A sister writes, “We remember the many people who 
believe in the Retirement Fund for Religious, thanking 
them in prayer for their great generosity and compassion.” 
God bless you for donating to last week’s second collection. 
Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift 
supports elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests.  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESKTOP 
From The Church’s Year of Grace by Dr. Pius Parsch 

THE ADVENT TRIAD 

“Let us see how (the) three Advent messengers (Isaias, 
John the Baptist and Mary) instill the season’s sentiments 
in our hearts: 

“Isaias. His longing cry, ‘Drop down dew, ye heavens’ 
must become our own. Before God comes to us, He 
demands preparation. He will not force His gifts upon us. 
We must desire them; we must be spiritually hungry. 
Advent desire means that we must cultivate a fruitful soil 
for the seed of grace, that we become receptive to God’s 
kingdom. In Christ’s own words, ‘Thy kingdom come.’ This 
desire and longing for God's kingdom should be sustained 
throughout life, nourished like a holy light and never 
permitted to be extinguished. We may fail, we may go 
astray, or we may be infatuated with earthly things, but if a 
glimmer of this light remains, we will find our way out of 
the labyrinth. Only he is lost who chokes out this light 
completely. Advent’s great task, therefore, is to re-enkindle 
desire, our hope in the kingdom of God. 

“John the Baptist. His message, ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord,’ means the same thing as Christ's exhortation to ‘do 
penance.’ viz., change  your outlook. The gravitational 
center of life must not be the earthly or the ego, but God. 
God demands a reordering of our lives based on His will. St. 
Paul tells us that there are two laws within us, the law of the 
spirit and the law of the flesh. It is according to the law of 
the spirit that we must order our lives. The kingdom of God 
cannot come to us unless we continually reform our life 
according to the teachings of Christ. Advent is the time for 
such reformation. 

“Mary. Desire and reformation of life are human 
factors; God's advent through grace is intrinsically divine. 
Here, Mary is the sublime model. She desired the kingdom 
of God and based her life on the words: ‘I am the handmaid 
of the Lord.’ Then came the great moment when God made 
her His dwelling-place. She hears the greeting, ‘Hail, full of 
grace.’ With open heart, she receives God; her soul becomes 
His kingdom in all its fullness. Again, she knows of nothing 
to say but ‘I am the maid of the Lord.’ This brought 
Christmas to her heart. 

“Her example must be our perpetual goal on earth. We 
must ever be ready and willing to receive the kingdom of 
God within ourselves as opportunities present themselves. 
Baptism was our first Christmas, and every Eucharistic 
Sacrifice is Christmas repeated. The feasts of the Church’s 
liturgical year are days of grace, days of the kingdom of 
God. Maintain a calm, reverent, and recollected attitude so 
as not to disturb God's holy stirrings within you. 

“Thus, let us approach Christmas spiritually.” 

Congratulations to all who made a good confession at 
our Advent Reconciliation Service or at another time during 
this Advent season. If you have not yet done so, prepare 
your soul be a worthy manger for the Christ-child by getting 
to confession this week and have a truly blessed Fourth 
Week of Advent. Fr. John 

ROSARY AT SPB 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm: a Rosary will be prayed for the 
grace of discernment concerning the mission of the 
community in Creswell and St. Philip Benizi Church as it 
relates to the wider mission of the whole parish. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 23RD 

The parish offices will be closed all day on December 23rd as 



BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

SPACES AVAILABLE 
Do you know of a business that would 
like to advertise here and sponsor the 

bulletin? Have them call or email 
Joan—(541) 942– 3420/

office@olphcg.net and she will get 
their ad set up. 

Your weekly bulletin costs 22¢ to print. 
Our annual bulletin costs are $2,260, 

not including staff hours spent editing it 
and putting it together. Your 

contribution and the sponsorship of our 
advertisers are greatly appreciated. 

Please support our sponsors with your 
patronage. Thank you. 

LOS RELIGIOSOS EXPRESAN SU GRATITUD.  
Una hermana escribe: “Recordamos a las muchas personas 
que creen en el Fondo para la Jubilación de Religiosos, 
agradeciéndoles en oración su gran generosidad y 
compasión”. Que Dios los bendiga por su donativo a la 
segunda colecta de la semana pasada. Visiten 
retiredreligious.org para aprender cómo su donativo 
apoya a las hermanas, hermanos y sacerdotes ancianos de 
órdenes religiosas.   

 OFFER YOUR VOICE TO SING GOD’S PRAISES 
More voices are needed for our parish Masses, particularly 
as Christmas approaches. Contact our pianist Jim Dunn, 
Father John or the parish office if you would like to join or 
know more. 

SUPPORT ST. LUKE PRODUCTIONS 
As Leonardo Defilippis was renting a truck for St. Luke 
Productions’ tour in Connecticut, the woman behind the 
rental desk suddenly stopped what she was doing, pulled up 
a picture on her phone of their Thérèse movie released 20 
years ago. “This is you, isn’t it?” she asked. “You played the 
father of Saint Thérèse. I love that movie! When I was 
sixteen, it had a profound effect on my life.” St. Luke 
Productions came to OLPH a few years ago to perform 
Faustina. You might like to consider supporting them as 
they work to complete the film version Heart of Mercy and 
the film version of Tolton: From Slave to Priest and share 
the miracle of the Christ Child alive in our midst. Visit 
stlukeproductions.com. 

PRO-LIFE REFLECTION 
From Pro-Life Reflections for Every Day 

By Father Frank Pavone 
December 18 

She was greatly troubled by his words. . . — Lk 1:29 
Mary was afraid and uncertain in the face of her 

unexpected pregnancy. During Advent believers spiritually 
rush to her side to await with her the birth of the Savior. 

The best way for us to celebrate Christmas is to rush 
physically to the side of those in the community who, like 
Mary, are uncertain and afraid about their pregnancy. Let 
us strengthen them to choose life. 

Father, through the prayers of Mary, give those who 
are pregnant strength, and enable me to reach out to them. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
December 24th  
8:00am Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament 
9:00am Mass (Latin, 1962 Missal) 
 (Our Lady’s Intentions)  
 followed by Confessions until 10:30am 
5:30pm  Christmas Vigil Mass 
December 25th 
12:00  Midnight: Mass in the Night (Low Latin Mass, 

1962 Missal) 
8:30am  Dawn Mass at SPB 
10:30am  Day Mass at OLPH 

http://stlukeproductions.com/


Parte IV: RESPUESTA 

Pidiendo a Dios las gracias de la gratitud, la entrega y el coraje 
 
Resumen de puntos de Rescued1 - Parte IV: Respuesta 

• Lo que Jesús hizo por nosotros nos invita a la gratitud todos los días. 

• El rescate de Jesús es algo que recibo y que estoy llamado a difundir como agente de 
sabotaje. 

• Nuestra respuesta personal a Jesús es adoración, alabanza, acción de gracias y rendición. 

• Nuestra respuesta personal también es más amplia: nos envía en una misión. 

• Comenzamos nuestra misión en nuestra propia esfera de influencia (matrimonio, amistades, 
profesión). 

• Necesitamos conocer y comprender La Historia antes de poder compartirla. 

• Cristo es la respuesta a todo mal humano, la solución a todo problema humano. 

• Dios está con nosotros cuando tratamos de ayudarlo a recuperar su mundo. 
 
Preguntas 

− ¿Considero diariamente lo que Jesús ha hecho por mí? 

− ¿Cómo veo mi fe? ¿Es simplemente privado o veo y entiendo la idea de una misión más 
amplia? ¿He actuado alguna vez como un “agente de sabotaje”? 

− ¿Me asusta la idea de “misión” o “evangelizar”? ¿Por qué o por qué no? 

− ¿Cómo se ve, en mi esfera de influencia, ayudar a Dios a recuperar su mundo? 
 
Verdades clave 

➢ ¿Cómo respondo personalmente? 
o Entrega/Fe 
o Acción de gracias - Adoración/Misa – El único sacrificio de Cristo - Adoración al 

Padre. 
➢ El Espíritu Santo me permite hacer todo esto. 
➢ Claridad en la Misión: ayudar a Dios a recuperar su mundo, “Para que en Jesucristo, todos 

puedan ser rescatados y tengan vida abundante, para la gloria del Padre”. 
➢ Opcional: dirija una oración de rendición (abajo) a Jesús al final de la homilía 

 
Oración de rendición 

Dios, creo que por tu amor infinito me creaste. Lo siento por todas las veces que he creído las 
mentiras del enemigo de que no eres un buen Padre y que no me amas. Por favor 
perdóname por todos mis pecados. Gracias por enviar a Jesús, el Depredador de la 
Emboscada, para rescatarme del pecado, la muerte, el infierno y Satanás. Elijo este día para 
poner a tu Hijo, Jesús, en el centro de mi vida. 
 
Por eso, hoy, aquí y ahora, me entrego a ti, Jesús, y deseo tu señorío sobre cada área de mi 
vida. Te pido ahora que inundes mi alma con el don del Espíritu Santo. Ayúdame a conocer 
mi verdadera identidad como hijo/hija amado/a. Ayúdame a saber que importo y que valgo 
la pena morir por mí. Recréame para ser la persona que me destinaste a ser. Por favor, 
utilízame como un instrumento en tus manos misericordiosas para rescatar a otros y ayudar 
a recrear este mundo que tanto amas. Amén. 

 
1 Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the Gospel, Father John Riccardo, Word Among Us Press 
(September 23, 2020) 



Parte IV: RESPUESTA 

Pidiendo a Dios las gracias de la gratitud, la entrega y el coraje 
 
Considerar… 
Centrarse en una respuesta personal al kerygma plantea la pregunta en cada individuo: "Si Dios ha 
hecho todo esto por mí y por el mundo, ¿cómo debo responder a esos actos de amor?" La 
respuesta es doble: santidad, a partir de una entrega total de la vida a Dios, y misión. Estamos 
invitados a entregar nuestras vidas a Dios de nuevo, o posiblemente para algunos, por primera vez. 
En oración, considere dirigir a las congregaciones en una oración de rendición (ver el ejemplo 
anterior) al final de la homilía si desean responder. Debe prestarse especial atención a cómo la 
liturgia es un acto de respuesta. ¿Cómo respondemos? “Tomad esto todos y comed de él”. 
 
También hay una respuesta de misión. Si esta buena noticia es para que todos tengan la 
oportunidad de responder, ¿cómo debería mi amor al prójimo impulsarme a ser parte del plan de 
Dios para rescatar a otros? Si algunos aún estuvieran perdidos en cautiverio, ¿cómo me obligaría a 
mí, enamorado, a ir a otros con esta noticia? 
 

4º Domingo de Adviento - Leccionario: 10 
Primera Lectura - Isaías 7:10-14 
Salmo - Salmo 24:1-6 
Segunda Lectura - Romanos 1:1-7 
Evangelio - Mateo 1:18-24 

 
Posibles versos para Focus: 
Isaías 7:14 - “Por eso el Señor mismo les dará un signo. Miren, la joven está embarazada y dará a luz 
un hijo, y lo llamará con el nombre de Emanuel.” El deseo de Dios de salvarnos del pecado lo lleva a 
obrar fuera del orden natural, dando vida al seno de una virgen para evitar los daños del pecado 
original. En este acto, desafía la “victoria” de Satanás sobre la humanidad. 
 
Romanos 1:4 - “...constituido Hijo de Dios con poder según el Espíritu santificador por su 
resurrección de entre los muertos.” Cristo no es solo Señor porque es Dios Creador de todas las 
cosas, sino porque ha vencido la malvada destrucción de la humanidad por parte de Satanás. Al 
liberarnos del pecado, Dios nos ha devuelto el don del libre albedrío. Como creado, somos libres de 
elegirlo. “Por él hemos recibido la gracia y la misión apostólica, a fin de conducir a la obediencia de 
la fe” (v.5) En su inmensa misericordia, Dios envió a su Hijo para establecer el amor ordenado en las 
relaciones, dándonos la opción de la gracia en el seguimiento de Cristo. A cada uno de nosotros se 
nos da la oportunidad de elegir a Dios por nosotros mismos, en lugar de seguir sufriendo bajo el 
yugo del pecado original. 
 
Mateo 1:20-21 – “porque lo que ha sido engendrado en ella proviene del Espíritu Santo. Ella dará a 
luz un hijo, a quien pondrás el nombre de Jesús, porque él salvará a su Pueblo de todos sus 
pecados.” A través del quebrantamiento de la humanidad, Dios (que es amor) elige redimir a un 
pueblo pecador cautivo de su orgullo. El deseo infinito de Dios de conocernos personalmente a 
cada uno de nosotros solo es posible restaurando nuestra voluntad de elegir una relación con él. 
Más que nada, desea vivir íntimamente con nosotros; a través de todas las pruebas de la vida para 
ofrecer esperanza, paz y alegría. Esto se refleja claramente en el último regalo que comparte, su 
hijo, "a quien pondrán el nombre de Emanuel, que traducido significa: «Dios con nosotros».” (v.23) 



Part IV: RESPONSE 

Asking God for the graces of gratitude, surrender and courage 
 
Summary Points from Rescued1 - Part IV: Response 

• What Jesus did for us invites us to gratitude every day. 

• Jesus’s rescue is something which I receive and something I’m called to spread as an 
agent of sabotage. 

• Our personal response to Jesus is worship, praise and thanksgiving, and surrender. 

• Our personal response is also more expansive: he’s sending us out on a mission. 

• We start our mission in our own sphere of influence (marriage, friendships, profession). 

• We need to know and understand The Story before we can share it. 

• Christ is the answer to every human ill, the solution to every human problem. 

• God is with us as we try to help him get his world back. 
 
Questions 

− Do I consider daily what Jesus has done for me? 

− How do I see my faith? Is it merely private or do I see and understand the idea of a 
wider mission? Have I ever acted as an “agent of sabotage”? 

− Does the idea of “mission” or “evangelizing” scare me? Why or why not? 

− What does it look like, in my sphere of influence, to help God get his world back? 
 
Key Truths 

➢ How do I respond personally? 
o Surrender/Faith 
o Thanksgiving - Worship/Mass – One sacrifice of Christ – Worship of the Father. 

➢ The Holy Spirit enables me to do all of this. 
➢ Clarity on the Mission: helping God get his world back, “So that in Jesus Christ, all might 

be rescued, and have abundant life, for the glory of the Father.” 
➢ Optional: lead a prayer of surrender (below) to Jesus at the end of the homily 

 
Prayer of Surrender 

God, I believe that out of your infinite love, you created me. I’m sorry for all the times I 
have believed the enemy’s lies that you are not a good Father and that you don’t love 
me. Please forgive me for all of my sins. Thank you for sending Jesus, the Ambush 
Predator, to rescue me from sin, death, hell and Satan. I choose this day to place your 
Son, Jesus, at the center of my life. 
 
And so, today, here and now, I surrender to you, Jesus, and desire your lordship over 
every area of my life. I ask you now to flood my soul with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Help 
me to know my true identity as a beloved son/daughter. Help me to know that I matter 
and that I am worth dying for. Recreate me to be the person you destined me to be. 
Please use me as an instrument in your merciful hands to rescue others and to help 
recreate this world that you so love. Amen. 

 
1 Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the Gospel, Father John Riccardo, Word Among Us Press 
(September 23, 2020) 



 
Consider… 
Focusing on a personal Response to the kerygma raises the question for each individual, “If God 
has done all of this for me, and for the world, how should I respond to those acts of love?” The 
response is two-fold: holiness, beginning with a complete surrender of one’s life to God, and 
mission. We are invited to surrender our lives to God anew, or possibly for some, for the first 
time. Prayerfully consider leading the congregations in a prayer of surrender (see above 
example) at the end of the homily if they wish to respond. Special consideration should be 
given to how the liturgy is an act of response. How do we respond? “Take this, all of you, and 
eat of it.” 
 
There is also a mission response. If this good news is meant for everyone to have an 
opportunity to respond, how should my love of neighbor compel me to be a part of God’s plan 
for rescuing others? If some were still lost in captivity, how would that compel me, in love, to 
go to others with this news? 
 

4th Sunday of Advent - Lectionary: 10 
First Reading - Isaiah 7:10-14 
Psalm - Psalm 24:1-6 
Second Reading - Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel - Matthew 1:18-24 

 
Possible Verses for Focus: 
Isaiah 7:14 - “Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” God’s desire to save us from sin leads to him 
working outside of the natural order, bringing life to the womb of a virgin to avoid the damages 
of original sin. In this act, he defies the “victory” of Satan over humanity. 
 
Romans 1:4 - “...established as Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness through 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Christ is not just Lord because he’s God 
Creator of all things, but because he has overcome Satan’s evil destruction of humanity. In 
freeing us from sin, God has given us back the gift of free will. As created, we are free to choose 
him. “Through him we have received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of 
faith” (v.5) In his overwhelming mercy, God sent His Son to establish right ordered love in 
relationships giving us the choice of grace in following Christ. We are each given the 
opportunity to choose God for ourselves, instead of continuing to suffer under the yoke of 
original sin. 
 
Matthew 1:20-21 - “For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” Through the brokenness of humanity, God (who is love) chooses to redeem a sinful 
people held captive by their pride. God’s infinite desire to know each of us personally is only 
possible by restoring our will to choose a relationship with him. More than anything, he desires 
to intimately live with us; through all the trials of life to offer hope and peace and joy. This is 
clearly reflected in the ultimate gift he shares–his son–”and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means ‘God is with us.’ (v.23) Through his son, God offers each of us – in every moment – 
the ongoing invitation to be with him. 


