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Building a Plan for Discipleship
For the past two years, a group of about 15 parishioners and parish
staff have been meeting to discuss specific ways that our
"Partnership in Mission" building blocks of Vibrant Liturgy and
Sacraments, Membership, Spiritual Maturity, Ministry, and Mission  
can be put into action. The ideas shared in this newsletter are the
ones that we believe should be our first priority and will make the
biggest impact on discipleship at St. John the Evangelist.

As we continue to better understand our gifts, let us make a
commitment to Christ and to serving him and living the Gospel by
sharing our gifts. And let us commit to doing so through vibrant
liturgy, membership, spiritual maturity, ministry, and mission. I
encourage you to consider how God might be calling you to join
in making this plan a reality and achieving our vision of

a vibrant Catholic community of growing disciples, witnessing
the Gospel, and leading all to Jesus Christ.

Fr. Pete



Commit to Vibrant Liturgy and
Celebration of the Sacraments
Celebrating the liturgy and sacraments are at the core of our faith,
especially when we receive Jesus in the Eucharist. This is how we
gather together as one community and one Church throughout
the world, in praise and thanksgiving for the gift of God in Jesus
Christ through the Holy Spirit. But many people have difficulty
entering into this experience with reverence, joy, or a full
appreciation for what is happening during the Mass or conferral of
sacraments. There also can be a disconnect between what we
experience at Mass and what we experience the other six days of
the week.

Recognizing that this is our context, we have asked ourselves:
How can we make the Sunday experience one that enlivens the
participation of the faithful and draws them more fully into the
celebration? Can the music, ministers, and preaching be improved
so that they are a source of ongoing inspiration for those
gathered both in person and virtually? What are some ways that
the parish can come together in small groups to extend this
experience throughout the week?

Additionally, we need to be attentive to the way in which young
people and their families and sponsors are being formed in the
faith so the next generation of saints is equipped for a lifelong
journey of faith. During our planning, we have asked, "How can the
parish help to cultivate spiritual friendships that strengthen our
faith and prepare us to receive and be transformed by the grace of
the sacraments?" Over the next year, we want to develop the
specific ways that this can occur.

peer- to-peer  support
for  young people ,  
mentors  for
sacramenta l
preparat ion ,  and/or  
smal l  groups organized
around shared
exper iences l ike
sacramenta l  preparat ion
or the school

Accompanying each other
in sacramenta l  preparat ion
and worship by of fer ing :  

In the next year,
we would most
like to focus on...
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Luke  24 :30-32

And i t  happened  that ,  wh i le  he
was  wi th  them at  tab le ,  he
took  bread ,  sa id  the  b less ing ,
broke  i t ,  and  gave  i t  to  them.

With  that  the i r  eyes  were
opened  and  they  recogn ized
h im,  but  he  van ished  f rom
the i r  s ight .

Then  they  sa id  to  each  other ,
“Were  not  our  hearts  burn ing
[wi th in  us]  whi le  he  spoke  to
us  on  the  way  and  opened  the
scr iptures  to  us?”
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Evange l i i  Gaud ium,  114

Market ing St .  John Par ish
and School  to enhance
their  v is ib i l i ty  and impact
in the area .

In the next year,
we would most
like to focus on...

"The  Church  must  be  a  p lace  o f
mercy  f ree ly  g iven ,  where  everyone
can  fee l  we lcomed ,  loved ,  forg iven
and  encouraged  to  l i ve  the  good
l i fe  o f  the  Gospe l . "

Commit to Membership
Being a committed member of St. John means that you are
invested in creating and sustaining a thriving, mission-focused
parish. This means reaching out to invite others into our
community, especially those who feel marginalized, alone, or
unwelcome. In fact, contributing to a welcoming environment that
is warm, friendly, and free of judgement is one of the easiest ways
we can be Christ to others when they encounter our parish for
the first time.

We a lso have our beaut i fu l  and
histor ic  chapel  that  is  the ideal
set t ing for  invi t ing people to
spend some t ime with the Lord
in prayer  -  regardless of  their
fa i th background.

Explor ing ways to reach out  to
the surrounding community to
share these and other  g i f ts  of
the par ish wi l l  go a  long way
towards welcoming people and
growing our membership in
service to the Gospel .  Over the
next  year ,  we want  to increase
the v is ib i l i ty  of  the par ish and
school ,  focusing on the impact
that  a  Chris t ian community can
have on the l ives of  others .

We are b lessed with severa l  ways that  people can be
welcomed outs ide of  Mass as  wel l  -  an important
considerat ion s ince Mass can actual ly  be int imidat ing to
those who are not  Cathol ic  or  have not  been to Mass in a
whi le .  

St .  John the Evangel is t
Cathol ic  School  is  a
tremendous opportuni ty  to
reach out  to fami l ies  and
facul ty  and invi te  them to
worship and grow spir i tua l ly
by becoming more involved
in the par ish .



Commit to Spiritual Maturity
When we commit to spiritual maturity, we commit to a process of
lifelong formation, an openness to the work of the Holy Spirit that
is constantly drawing us nearer to God through our relationship
with Christ and his Church. We are never "finished" with our
journey along the path of discipleship until we are welcomed into
our heavenly home. So our commitment to spiritual maturity
demands that we take advantage of the many ways we can deepen
our encounter with Christ through prayer, study, and service.

Training leaders to
implement accompaniment
strategies

In the next year,
we would most
like to focus on...
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1  Cor inth ians  12 :24-26

But  God  has  so  constructed  the
body  as  to  g ive  greater  honor  to  a
part  that  i s  w i thout  i t , so  that
there  may  be  no  d iv i s ion  in  the
body ,  but  that  the  parts  may  have
the  same concern  for  one  another .
I f  [one]  part  suf fers ,  a l l  the  parts
suf fer  w i th  i t ;  i f  one  part  i s
honored ,  a l l  the  parts  share  i t s
joy .

But  the Church is  not  just  a  col lect ion of  indiv iduals  each
pursuing their  own path to hol iness .  We are a  community of
bel ievers  -  the one Body of  Chris t  ca l led to be uni ted with
each other  in and through Chris t ,  our  Head.  When one of  us
re joices ,  we a l l  re jo ice .  When one of  us suf fers ,  we a l l
suf fer .  In  other  words ,  we accompany one another  in the
journey of  l i fe  through fa i th .  Pope Francis ,  in  the Joy of  the
Gospel ,  descr ibes i t  th is  way:

The Church must look more closely and sympathetically at others whenever
necessary...The Church will have to initiate everyone – priests, religious
and laity – into this “art of accompaniment” which teaches us to remove
our sandals before the sacred ground of the other (cf. Ex 3:5). The pace of

this accompaniment must be steady and reassuring, reflecting our closeness
and our compassionate gaze which also heals, liberates and encourages

growth in the Christian life. (169)

During the planning process ,  we have been asking ourselves ,
"What  do we need to do or  do di f ferent ly  to grow in our own
fai th?"  and "How can we bet ter  draw on our g i f ts  of
compassion ,  encouragement ,  and f r iendship to accompany
one another  through l i fe? "  Over the next  year ,  we want  to
ident i fy  speci f ic  ways to equip leaders to model  this .
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Commit to Ministry

Al igning par ish structure ,
ministr ies  and staf f
responsibi l i t ies  to the
par ish miss ion
and vis ion.

In the next year,
we would most
like to focus on...

Quote  or  scr ipture

The most  important  thing to remember is  that  what  we give
of  ourselves and ask of  others  must  a lways be focused on
our miss ion to spread the Gospel ,  win disc ip les for  Chris t ,
and br ing about  the k ingdom of  God here on Earth .  Dur ing
our p lanning work ,  we considered what  needs to be
evaluated in this  l ight .

For  instance ,  are our par ish ministr ies  and act iv i t ies
directed towards the miss ion and our v is ion? Are they
helping people grow in hol iness and disc ip leship?

What  about  our  par ish campus and bui ld ings -  do they
contr ibute to a  sense of  welcoming and comfort  that  would
appeal  to someone tentat ive ly  responding to the movement
of  the Holy Spir i t?  Are we f inancia l ly  support ing the k inds
of  maintenance and improvements that  make this  possib le?

And are we making the k inds of  investments in our par ish
staf f  and volunteers  that  enable them to be happy ,  heal thy ,
and holy partners  in achieving our v is ion?

Over the next  year ,  we want  to begin answering these
quest ions and a l igning things where necessary in an ef for t
to s t rengthen our commitment to ministry .  

Engaging in ministry  is  a t  the heart  of  being a Chris t ian
and being a miss ionary disc ip le .  To use our God-given gi f ts
in ministry  means that  we of fer  our  sacr i f ices of  t ime ,
ta lent ,  and t reasure to ass is t  others .  I t  a lso means being
wise stewards of  the t ime ,  ta lents ,  and t reasures that  others
have entrusted to us .



Once we have chosen to commit ourselves to vibrant liturgy and
celebration of the sacraments, to membership, spiritual maturity,
and ministry, we naturally find ourselves committing to mission -
sharing the hope and joy that we have because of our salvation
through Jesus Christ, and drawing others into the same. This
means that we become witnesses to Christ in our thoughts, words,
and deeds, in all of our interactions with others, and in the way in
which we care for God's creation.

But we live in times when many people feel overwhelmed by the
demands placed on their time and the frenetic pace of life in a
world that is always "on." The balance between work, family, and
community can be elusive. Yet, God always seems to provide
richly when we offer ourselves to Him in service to the Gospel.

Recogniz ing that  the way in which each person is  able to
witness to Chris t  through their  l ives di f fers ,  we want  to
ensure that  there are p lenty of  opportuni t ies  for  people
with a  var iety of  g i f ts  and abi l i t ies  to be on miss ion.  In
part icular ,  we want  to make sure we cul t ivate in our young
people a  miss ionary spir i t  to  serve those on the margins .

We wi l l  need to consider  whether  the opportuni t ies  we
offer  now are meet ing the needs of  those to whom we are
reaching out .  As wel l ,  we must  ask ,  "How do we encourage
and equip people to wi tness to their  fa i th through service?"
"Could we bet ter  reach those in our area who are at  the
margins of  society by partner ing with others? "  "What
service opportuni t ies  would encourage the part ic ipat ion of
young people and fami l ies? "

Over the next  year ,  we want  to rea l ly  s tudy these quest ions
and of fer  ways for  everyone to grow in their  enthusiasm for
being sent  out  into the wor ld to wi tness to Chris t  in  love ,
uni ty ,  and char i ty .
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Commit to Mission

1  Peter  3 :15

Offer  opportuni t ies  for
par ishioners ( inc luding
youth and fami l ies )  to
serve those outs ide of  the
par ish in the name of  the
Church

In the next year,
we would most
like to focus on...

" . . . a lways  be  ready  to  g ive  an
exp lanat ion  to  anyone  who asks
you  for  a  reason  for  your  hope . . . "

" I  g ive  you  a  new commandment :
love  one  another .  As  I  have  loved
you ,  so  you  a lso  shou ld  love  one
another . "

John  13 :34


