
Welcome to the IHM Family!

Over the next few days, months and even years, you and your child will have plenty of questions about
IHM.  The PTO is here to help you during the transition, as there will be times when you might feel
overwhelmed and lost in the process and traditions of a new environment.  The following are a list of the
most frequently asked questions from parents that join our community.  We are here to support each
other and for the benefit of our families and children.  We’re so glad to have you here!

Is there a PTO?  How do I get involved?
● The IHM PTO is very active.  We invite ALL PARENTS to come to our PTO meetings and PTO

sponsored events!  The PTO raises money for our school.  The meetings are held in the school
library and begin at 7:00pm, unless otherwise noted and usually last about an hour.  Our PTO
President is Audra Welch and her email is: audramwelch@gmail.com Our PTO holds four
meetings a year with many PTO sponsored events such as fund raisers, parent social events, and
other events to build community for our parents and students.  Our IHM PTO also has a
Facebook page!  To stay connected, like our IHM PTO Facebook page, Immaculate Heart of Mary
PTO!

What is the IHM Fun Run?
● The IHM Fun Run is our PTO’s largest and most successful fundraiser each fall!  It usually occurs

in October and is a wonderful day filled with faith, community and family!  This is the only
fundraising event in which we ask every family to participate.  The funds we raise for this event
go directly back into our school for improvements in safety, curriculum, technology, etc.

What is Tasters?
● Tasters is our second most successful fundraiser for the school.  This is an incredible evening

(usually in mid-November) where women come together to enjoy food, drinks, laughs, crafts and
lots of prizes.  IHM moms host tables and come together to cook a “taste,” or sampling of each
meal.  The food is always fabulous and you leave with the recipes!  Bring your friends, neighbors,
sisters and moms and enjoy this tasty celebration!

What are Kroger Community Rewards?
● The Kroger Community Rewards Program is one of the easiest of our PTO fundraisers.  If you

designate our school on your Kroger Plus account, a portion of every purchase you make goes
right back to our school.  You can also have family members, friends, etc and anyone who would
like to add our school to their account help us earn rebates!  Everyone can help with this! To link
your Kroger Plus card to IHM, go to: https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards

https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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What is Spirit Day?
● Spirit Day is a day (usually a Thursday) where students can show their school spirit and are

encouraged to wear their IHM “Spiritwear.”  IHM Spirit Wear includes all shirts, sweatshirts, etc.
that is designed and sold by IHM with our school logo, theme, etc.  All past years’ Spiritwear may
be worn, as well.  On these days, students may wear their Spiritwear on top, but must wear
uniform jumper/pants/shorts.  There are Spirit Wear sales throughout the school year; please
watch the Newsletter and school email for announcements of the sales.

What is the “Free Uniform Swap?”
● The IHM “Bargain Basement” is run by some dedicated moms who seek to recycle gently used

uniform items for FREE!  They are constantly available to help fill a request you may have for
your child and they are always accepting uniform items that your child(ren) have outgrown.
They kick off the year each school year during our Open House in the cafeteria and parents may
stop by to grab items they may need.  Their greatest service is when students come to IHM
mid-year and quickly need uniforms.  This service is a wonderful way to provide for our IHM
family.  A simple email to Nova Hollman or Kristen Boyce, both parent volunteers, will start the
process.  They will work with you to have them brought to school and delivered to your child.
Nova can be emailed at: Nova.hollman@hotmail.com
Kristen can be emailed at: kristen.boyce@cchmc.org

Can I join my child for lunch?
● Yes, you may join your child for lunch.  First, make sure you know what time your child goes to

lunch (send an email to your child’s teacher to check or call the school office) and then check in
at the school office (you must present your driver’s license).  You may bring your own lunch, call
ahead that morning to the cafeteria and order a lunch (859-689-4303, Ext. 238) or just sit with
your child and not eat. You may NOT bring fast food, soft drinks or any restaurant food into our
school cafeteria; this violates Diocesan policy and can pose a safety threat.

What is the procedure for drop off and pick up for my children if they are car riders and don’t
ride a bus?

● Morning Drop Off: Lower lot doors open at 7:00am. Please make a loop around the perimeter
of the lower lot, pull into the safety zone along the sidewalk and have your child exit your car
through the passenger side doors ONLY, straight onto the sidewalk.  As long as your car is
anywhere within the safety zone, we ask that your child gets out.  Please make sure they have all
of their things gathered up and are ready to exit efficiently and in a timely manner.  Once your
child exits your car, you must stay in line and wait for the whole line of cars to exit in order.
(**No car may drive around another car***)  All of these procedures are in place to keep the
safety of our students and their parents in the forefront always.

● Afternoon Pick up:  Drive to the lower lot and follow the formation of rows being formed.  The
rows start by facing the building, perpendicular to the sidewalk and on the far side of the lot.
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Once one row is filled, begin a new row, but do wrap lines.  Once the lines are filled to the light
posts in the center of the lot, the cars will begin facing away from the building.  Students will be
dismissed from the Britt Hall doors and the lot will be shut down (stay behind the orange cones)
once students enter the lot for safety’s sake.  At that point, cars will not be permitted to enter
the lot.  Parents must stay in their cars behind the cones and wait for the lot to empty out.  Once
all cars are gone, the cones will be removed and parents will be permitted to circle around and
line up in the safety zone for students to come out.  Once all students have found their parents
and are safely loaded into their cars, the cars begin to exit the lot, row by row.  Please know that
the idea of the lot is, “first in, first out.”  In other words, you may not change rows and exit the
lot before someone who was in the lot before you.  Once the cars begin exiting, any student who
has not found his/her parents will be held by the doors to Britt Hall by the teacher on duty and
all the cars will cycle through the lot.  The children may see their parents, but must now wait
until their parents can pull around and safely park in the safety zone.  At that point, he/she may
get in the car and exit the lot.  Any student whose parent doesn’t come will be taken to the
office and held until the parent arrives and must come into the school to retrieve your child.
Please keep in mind that we do not have staff to keep your child after school.  If you get stuck in
a situation, please call the office.

What is TAG Day?
● To increase our students’ awareness of the importance of Christian giving to others, the school

participates in supporting various local charitable organizations.  We will announce a Tag Day
and list it in the school Newsletter and we will communicate where the funds will be designated.
Students can support the cause by being out of uniform for $.50/child or $1.00/family.  All the
monies collected will be donated to that specific organization.

Can I go to Mass with my child(ren)?
● Although we believe in the importance of attending Mass with your family, due to safety

constraints, when students attend Mass as a class, each child must stay with their class so as to
be accounted for in case of an emergency.  Parents may come to the school Masses, but must
check in at the office, surrender your license and get a visitor’s badge.  They can sit in the far left
part of the church and/or join their child with their class in their class’ assigned pews.
Kindergarteners typically don’t begin joining our school for all-school Masses until late January.

How does my child join a sports team?
● There are several opportunities to join IHM sports teams (boys/girls basketball, boys/girls

volleyball, soccer (IHM affiliated teams at Central Park), IHM Spirit Squad, etc. The sign up forms
for the school-sponsored sports are typically sent home in the school Newsletter or by email.
You can also look under the Sports Committee tab on our IHM website.



Welcome to the IHM Family!

Besides athletics, what other extra-curricular activities does IHM offer?
● IHM offers Art Club, Math Club, Math Counts, Robotic Club, Academic Team, Governor’s Cup,

National Junior Honor Society, Heart to Heart Choir, Drama Club, Creating Leaders Crew, Student
Council and Pro-Life Club.  Boys and girls 5th grade and up can also train to be Mass servers.
There are so many different ways for students to get involved in IHM outside of the school day.

What is the best way for me to contact my child’s teacher?
● Email is the best and most professionally recommended method for communication.  You may

also call the school office during school hours and leave a message for your child’s teacher.
Teachers are expected to correspond back within 24 hours via email/phone call.  We strongly
discourage the use of social media (Facebook, Facebook Messenger) or personal cell phone text
to discuss school related issues.  We ask for your partnership in respecting our teachers’
evening/weekend family time.

We hope this will help guide you during your journey this year.  Please make sure that you review the
IHM Handbook and our bi-weekly school Newsletter to stay up-to-date on everything going on at IHM! If
you have any additional questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to any one listed below; they are
welcoming and happy to help in any way they can!

God Bless Your Family,

Mrs. Theresa Guard, IHM Principal

tguard@ihmkyschool.org or 859-689-4303 Ext. 232

Mrs. Kristin Harper, IHM Assistant Principal

kharper@ihmkyschool.org or 859-689-4303 Ext. 228

Mrs. Krista Thorburn, IHM School Secretary

kthorburn@ihmkyschool.org or 859-689-4303 Ext. 234

Mrs. Audra Welch, PTO President

audramwelch@gmail.com
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