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“Strive to enter the narrow gate” (Lk 13:24). Jesus’ message in this weekend’s Gospel is sobering, all the more so when He 
adds, “Many…will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.” Matthew’s Gospel adds that “the gate is wide and the 
way is easy that leads to destruction, and those that enter it are many” (Matthew 7:13).

There’s not much talk of Hell these days. However, “(t)he teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its 
eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the 
punishments of hell, ‘eternal fire’.  The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can 
possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which he longs” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1035). 
That should get our attention. But so should today’s responsorial psalm, “Go out to all the world and tell the Good News” 
(Mark 16:15).

While Hell is a possibility for us all, God desires the salvation of all. The Gospel rightly tells us that we, on our own, are not 
“strong enough” but we, as baptized sons and daughters of God, are not on our own. There is in the Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, sufficient merit for the salvation of every soul that ever lived and will live. There is in His Precious Blood a 
sufficient remedy for all sins that have been committed from the dawn of time to the end of time. That is Good News. God 
freely offers us salvation as a gift, out of love. We, in our freedom, must accept that gift through faith, a faith that is lived by 
the deeds of our lives.

That’s where today’s epistle comes in. The Letter to the Hebrews urges us, “do not disdain the discipline of the Lord…all 
discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are 
trained by it.” Like members of a football team doing double sessions to get into shape for the season, Christians do penance
as a sign of contrition but also as a discipline to strengthen our wills to use our freedom to choose the right thing.  Even 
outside of Lent, Fridays are days of penance. By depriving ourselves of some legitimate good, by accepting without 
grumbling hardships that come our way, we strengthen our wills to resist what our appetites may long for. That discipline 
allows us better to say no in the face of some temptation, the indulgence of which can cost us God’s gift of salvation. Let us 
cooperate with God’s grace by strengthening our natures to better obey our intellects guided by reason, so that accepting and
appreciating God’s gifts we might enter the narrow gate that leads to life.

In Christ,

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: We have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Tuesday evening from 5- 8
pm at Saint Stanislaus. The evening begins with exposition at 5 pm, confessions from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, and concludes
with Benediction at 8 pm. As Fr. Reidy will be away the next two weeks, Fr. Becker will be filling in for Adoration and
Confession. Thank you, Fr. Becker, for your dedication to us at Mass throughout the year and at Adoration over the next
couple of weeks.

JOIN THE CHOIR! Pope St. Pius X wrote, “Sacred music, being a complementary part of the solemn liturgy, participates in
the general scope of the liturgy, which is the glory of God and the sanctification and edification of the faithful.” (Tra Le
Sollecitudini, Instruction on Sacred Music). St. Paul's Parish Choir sings on Sundays at the 12 pm Latin Mass. Rehearsals
are held on Monday evenings at 6 pm at St. Paul. If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Martin Boudreau at
(774) 318-8459 or Jacinta Boudreau at ostellamaris@pm.me.



40TH ANNUAL CHICKEN BBQ  AND PARISH FAIR IN NORTH BROOKFIELD: All are welcome to Saint Joseph’s Parish,
North Brookfield on Saturday, Aug. 27 and 28. Beginning at 3pm on the 27th with Annual Outdoor Mass under the tent (at
the Rectory grounds) and The Otters from 4-7 pm; Sunday, Aug. 28 from 11 am to 4 pm Parish Fair including music by DJ
Richard “Tabby” LeBlanc; 1-2 pm Chicken dinners served (eat in & take out!) $14/adults $7/children 12 & under). Other
food is available all weekend including hamburgers, hot dogs, tacos, corn dogs, chili, fried dough, french fries, pizza, warm
pretzels, ice cream sundaes and more! Saint Joseph’s Parish Rectory Grounds are at 28 Mt. Pleasant St., North Brookfield.

VIANNEY DINNER: The next dinner for those interested in exploring the diocesan priesthood is Thursday, September 1 at the
Holy Name of Jesus House of Studies, 51 Illinois St., Worcester. These are nights for men, high school aged and up. Don't
want to come alone? Bring a friend! You are welcome to come to all or part of the evening as your schedule allows. 6:05 pm
Mass, 6:30 pm dinner, and 7:00 pm social. An RSVP is not needed but it is helpful in getting an accurate count for food.
Email:director@worcestervocations.com.

SUNDAY READINGS:
Novus Ordo: Isaiah 66:18-21; Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; Luke 13:22-30; “Go out to all the world and tell the 

Good News” (Mark 16:15)
Usus Antiquior: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10; Mark 7:31-37

WEEKLY OFFERING: Your support of the parishes is needed and appreciated!
 Saint Stanislaus: 8/13/2022 – $178;  Saint Paul Parish: 8/14/2022 – $884

MASS SCHEDULE AND CALENDAR

DATE TIME LOCATION INTENTION

Saturday, August 20
Confession
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

2:30 – 3:15 pm
4:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) Vern and Evelyn Phipps

Sunday, August 21
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 8:30 am St. Paul (NO) Pro Populo
Sunday, August 21
11th Sunday After Pentecost 12:00 noon St. Paul (LM) † Clifford Fountain by Eileen Steiner
Monday, August 22
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary

8:00 am St. Stanislaus (NO) The Ingram Family by Christopher and 
Katie Flebotte

Tuesday, August 23
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin
Adoration & Confession

8:00 am
5:00 – 8:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) Special Intention by Mike Sullivan

Wednesday, August 24
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet

8:00 am
5:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) † Dennis Finn by Marie Girouard

Thursday, August 25
St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest 8:00 am St. Stanislaus (NO) Florence Girouard by Marie Girouard
Saturday, August 27
Confession
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

2:30 – 3:15 pm
4:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) Milton & Olive Fountain by Marie 
Girouard

Sunday, August 28
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 8:30 am St. Paul (NO) Pro Populo
Sunday, August 28
12th Sunday After Pentecost 12:00 noon St. Paul (LM) † Gerald Fountain by Marie Girouard

(Key: NO – Novus Ordo; LM – Latin Mass)
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