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The younger brother didn’t get it. For that matter, for all his dedication and obedience, neither did the older brother.

This weekend’s Gospel of the Prodigal Son gives us many beautiful and beneficial lessons. The loving Father who gives the
younger son his freedom and inheritance obviously represents God who respects our freedom and patiently waits for us to
turn back to Him if we don’t use it well.  When, with repentance, we do return to God, we find mercy, welcome, and
rejoicing.

The parable also has a warning not to let the allure of material things blind us to the greater joys of being part of Our
Father’s House and Family. The unhappiness of both sons illustrates this point.

The younger son who got his inheritance, collected his belongs and headed off to a distant land only to squander it all on
dissolute living, finding misery outside of his father’s house. The older son who stayed outwardly close to home and father
we find, on his brother's return, miserable and refusing to enter his father’s house. Outwardly obedient, the older son was
inwardly as attached to material things as was the prodigal son (“you never gave me a kid goat to feast on with my friends”).
The older son didn’t realize “you are here with me always; everything I have is yours”).

The lesson: both the inward desire for, as well as the outward pursuit (and achievement) of possessions and pleasures can
blind us to the more subtle spiritual joys of being in God’s presence. Both can lead to misery and being outside of our
Father’s House. So let us inwardly guard our hearts, “for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew
6:21), and let us discipline our outward actions. Let us put a priority on our spiritual lives and we will find joy. When we
fail, let us turn back to God who waits to embrace us and, with joy, celebrate our return.

In Christ,

! Announcements   "
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBIT OF EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES COMING TO MARY, QUEEN OF THE ROSARY PARISH, SPENCER:
The Real Presence Eucharistic Adoration Association is presenting a photographic exhibit of Vatican-approved Eucharistic
Miracles from around the world which includes 187 full-color, laminated posters. Join us in the church on Saturday, Oct. 1
at Noon for a presentation on Blessed Carlo Acutis and the extensively studied miracles of the Eucharist. The exhibit will be
on display in the parish hall from 1 to 4 pm and his first-class relic will be on display for veneration. Books which include
all the miracles will be available for purchase that day. The full schedule is as follows: Mass & Adoration in the church 8 am
to 12 noon, followed by a presentation on blessed Carlo Acutis & the Miracles of the Eucharist in the church and 1 to 4 pm
for the Exhibit and veneration of the relic in the parish hall. Confessions will be heard at 3:30 pm followed by evening Mass
at 4:30 pm. All are welcome to come.

SUNG MASS IN CLINTON: Please mark your calendars for Friday, Oct. 21 at 7 pm when Bishop McManus and St. John the
Guardian of Our Lady Parish in Clinton will be hosting a fully sung Mass for Persecuted Christians. Beautiful new sacred
music for congregation and choir will be led by the 100+ voice Cor Unum Chorale under the direction of composer Paul
Jernberg. Fr. Alfredo Porras will be the celebrant and Fr. Benedict Kiely (founding director of Nasarean.org) will be the
homilist. To see and hear a similar sung Liturgy with the Cor Unum Chorale, visit The Fire of Your Love  – The Sacred
Liturgy on YouTube! For further info and to RSVP, visit magnificatinstitute.org/mass!  

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: Bishop Robert J. McManus will celebrate the Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, Oct. 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul, Worcester. This liturgy of thanksgiving to God for many
years of faithful witness to the sacredness of Christian marriage honors couples who are marking significant anniversaries



(25th, 40th, 50th, etc.) this year. A light reception will follow downstairs in the Cenacle. Family and friends are welcome!
Couples wishing to attend should pre-register no later than October 12 so that commemorative certificates may be issued. To
register,  complete  the  registration  form  at  www.worcesterdiocese.org/wedding-anniversary-mass,  contact  the  Office  of
Marriage and Family at 508-929-4311 or email aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org to request that a copy of the registration form
be sent to you.

AD SALES REP: The Catholic Free Press is seeking a part-time, commissioned ad sales representative. Flexible hours. 
Perfect for supplemental income. Must be positive, professional, reliable, self-motivated, outgoing, computer-savvy and a 
team player. Print advertising and/or digital sales experience a plus. Our seasoned advertising manager can be your guide! 
Send inquiries or applications to editor@catholicfreepress.org

SUNDAY READINGS:
Novus Ordo: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32; “I will rise and go to my father” (Luke 

15:18)
Usus Antiquior: Galatians 5:16-24; Matthew 6:24-33

WEEKLY OFFERING: Your support of the parishes is needed and appreciated!
 Saint Stanislaus: 9/3/2022 – $650;  Saint Paul Parish: 9/4/2022 – $1,320

MASS SCHEDULE AND CALENDAR

DATE TIME LOCATION INTENTION

Saturday, September 10
Confession
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

2:30 – 3:15 pm
4:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO)
Fr. Alan Martineau by Louise Mundell

Sunday, September 11
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 8:30 am St. Paul (NO) Pro Populo
Sunday, September 11
14th Sunday After Pentecost 12:00 noon St. Paul (LM) † William Girouard by Marie Girouard
Monday, September 12
The Most Holy Name of Mary 8:00 am St. Stanislaus (NO)

Living and deceased members of the 
Gamwell & Steiner families

Tuesday, September 13
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church
Adoration & Confession

8:00 am
5:00 – 8:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) Special Intention by Mike Sullivan

Wednesday, September 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet

8:00 am
5:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO)

Thursday, September 15
Our Lady of Sorrows 8:00 am St. Stanislaus (NO)
Saturday, September 17
Confession
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

2:30 – 3:15 pm
4:00 pm

St. Stanislaus (NO) Edwin and Laura Lizak by John & 
Richard Lizak

Sunday, September 18
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 8:30 am St. Paul (NO) Pro Populo
Sunday, September 18
15th Sunday After Pentecost 12:00 noon St. Paul (LM) Olive Fountain by Marie Girouard

(Key: NO – Novus Ordo; LM – Latin Mass)
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