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March 19, 2023
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

We are at the mid-point of Lent. For the hundreds who will be received into the Catholic Church in our Diocese, Lent is a 
final preparation to receive the sacraments of initiation. For those of us who already have the honor, privilege and grace to 
be Catholics, Lent should be a time when we renew our appreciation of the sacraments. For the young people of our parish 
preparing to receive the sacraments, it is a time of learning and preparing.

In ancient times, the twenty-third psalm was, together with the Song of Solomon, one of the favorite texts the Fathers of the 
Church used to prepare people for full initiation into the Church. When you hear the twenty-third psalm as Mass this 
weekend, think of why this was a good catechetical text. “Besides restful waters, He leads me. He refreshes my soul.” This 
reminds us of baptism. “You spread the table before me….My cup overflows” brings the Eucharist to mind. “You anoint my 
head with oil” makes us think of confirmation.

It is through the waters of baptism that we become members of the Church, have the guilt of Original Sin and personal sin 
washed away. We become temples of the Holy Spirit and first receive the Spirit’s gifts. In the Eucharist, we receive Christ 
Himself, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity to nourish our souls, to strengthen us and to renew our closeness to the Lord. In
Confirmation, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are deepened to complete our initiation into the Church and to prepare us for full, 
active participation in the worship and apostolic life of the Church.

In today’s epistle, Saint Paul says, you who were once in darkness are now light in the Lord. In our Gospel, Jesus restores 
sight to the man blind from birth who then able to see, believes in Jesus and worships Him.

May our worthy reception of the sacraments continue to enlighten us, deepen our faith in Christ so that, as Saint Paul 
exhorts us, we might be children of the light, fear no evil and, by the grace of the sacraments, produce every kind of 
goodness.
In Christ,

Fr. Reidy

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
CONFESSIONS AND ADORATION: Join us each Tuesday evening for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 5 to 8 pm at 
Saint Stanislaus Church. On Holy Thursday in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked the Apostles, “Could you not spend 
one hour with me?” Perhaps, as part of Lent you could spend one hour a week with Jesus in adoration? From 5:30 pm to 
6:30 pm we hold Confessions in Saint Stanislaus during the Tuesday evening Adoration.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Each Friday of Lent we hold the Stations of the Cross at Saint Stanislaus beginning at 7 pm. 
Saint Thomas Aquinas said that he learned more from gazing at a crucifix than from all his academic study. Let us 
accompany Christ in His Passion that, with greater gratitude and deeper faith, we may accompany Him to Heaven.

NEXT WEEKEND, MARCH 25-26, our diocese will observe the traditional Lenten practice of almsgiving by participating in 
The Catholic Relief Services Collection. Funds from this collection support the work of Catholic organizations that aid 
victims of war and natural disaster, provide pastoral care to migrant workers, and help welcome refugees fleeing violence 
and persecution. By participating in this year’s collection, you help the Church reveal Christ’s love to people in need around 
the world and across the country. 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY: Our parish is called upon to support the work of our Lord Jesus made possible through the annual 
Partners in Charity appeal. Our combined (Saint Paul and Saint Stanislaus) goal is $18,800. Please complete a pledge 
envelope in the Church, indicating your gift or pledge today. It is important for all of us to participate in order to support the 
pastoral, educational and charitable mission of our Diocese. Please be as generous as possible. If you have already made a 



gift to the 2023 appeal, we thank you. Your gift will help us in reaching our parish goal. You can also make your gift online 
at www.partners-charity.net. Thank you!

THE DIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE is next Saturday, March 25 at Assumption University. If you have not purchased 
your ticket yet, this is the week. Join hundreds of brothers and don't miss the chance to pray, reflect on our faith, and be 
inspired by Bear Woznick, Jeff Joaquin, Msgr. Jim Moroney, Adam Minihan, David Niles, Fr. Chris Alar and Bishop 
McManus! Check our website: catholicmenworc.com, and pray for many blessings upon this day!

2023 VISITATION HOUSE ANNUAL DINNER: We are excited to announce that Visitation House is hosting its Annual 
Fundraising Dinner on Thursday, April 27 from 5:30 - 9:00 pm at the Tsotsis Ballroom at Assumption University in 
Worcester. This event presents an opportunity for us to gather once again to raise funds to support homeless pregnant 
women in need of a safe harbor while preparing for childbirth and transitioning into motherhood. $100 per person. Tables 
for 10 at $1,000. Beer and Wine Cash Bar, Seated Dinner, Visitation House Presentation; keynote by Kailee Perrin, Silent 
Auction. For more information, visit https://visitationhouse.org/annual-dinner-2023.

READINGS:  
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41; “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” 
(Psalm 23:1)
Galatians 4:22-31; John 6:1-15

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS:  
Confessions on Saturdays from 2:30 – 3:15 PM; Tuesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 PM at St. Stanislaus Church; Sundays after the 

12:00 PM Mass at St. Paul the Apostle Church.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 8:00 PM at St. Stanislaus Church.
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet on Wednesdays at 5:00 PM at St. Stanislaus Church.

Date Time Church Intention
Sat, 3/18/2023 4th Sunday in Lent 4:00 PM (S, E) Special Intention by Sandy Wylie
Sun, 3/19/2023 4th Sunday in Lent 8:30 AM (P, E) For the people of the parish
Sun, 3/19/2023 4th Sunday in Lent 12:00 PM (P, L) †Harold F. Brunault by Lou & Amelia DellaCroce
Mon, 3/20/2023 St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed

Virgin Mary
8:00 AM (S, E) Reece Alogna by the Pacek family

Tue, 3/21/2023 Lenten Weekday 8:00 AM (S, E) Dominic Flebotte by the Pacek family
Wed, 3/22/2023 Lenten Weekday 8:00 AM (S, E) Special Intention by Mike Sullivan
Thu, 3/23/2023 Lenten Weekday 8:00 AM (S, E) †Norma and June Pratt by family
Sat, 3/25/2023 5th Sunday in Lent 4:00 PM (S, E) Nicolette Rust by the Pacek family
Sun, 3/26/2023 5th Sunday in Lent 8:30 AM (P, E) †Gary Odiorne by Rosemary Bubien
Sun, 3/26/2023 5th Sunday in Lent 12:00 PM (P, L) For the people of the parish

Key: (S) St. Stanislaus Church; (P) St. Paul the Apostle Church; (E) English Mass; (L) Latin Mass

GIVING:  
St. Stanislaus, 3/4/2023 — $411

St. Paul the Apostle, 3/5/2023 — $1,339

Your support of the parishes is needed and appreciated!


