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CHRISTMAS 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

              
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Word: The True Light 

Come Into The World 
 

This is what Christ’s coming means: God’s own 

glory has come to earth, offering us the chance to 
become children of God.  The reading also sets 

before us the awful possibility of rejection.  Those 

to whom Christ came – “his own” did not receive 

him.  The light of Christ yet shines out and has 

not been overcome by the darkness.  This hope 

sustains Christians.  It is our sure foundation in 
times of trial.  It is the Good News! 
   

Today’s Bulletin is printed in memory of  

Bynah Stallings and is sponsored by her family. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

* Friday, December 30 

    8:00 a.m.  Sarah & Gabriel Maison, Sr.  

Saturday, December 31 

    6:30 p.m.    Bessie Michalec  

Sunday, January 1  

    6:30 a.m.    The Welfare of All Parishioners   

   10:00 a.m.   Benefactors of the Parish  
 

 

* The feast of the Holy Family is usually celebrated on the 

Sunday after Christmas but since that is New Year’s this 

year, Holy Family moves to Friday, December 30. 
 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY LITURGY 

Next weekend is The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 

of God.  Prepare for the liturgy by reflecting on these 

passages from your Bible.   
 

First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27  

Responsorial Psalm: 67 

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7  

Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 
 

The Sanctuary Light will be lit  

this week in memory of  

the Vinklarek, Petru & Hanzel Families. 
 

 
 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE 

 

Dear friends, 
 

    Merry Christmas to you!  Thanks to God, we celebrate 

another Christmas and usher in another year.  We can only 

count our blessings.  God has been good to us. What may 

seem to be a misfortune for the world, for us through the 

eyes of faith is part of God’s dream for us.  With sadness we 

let go of our loved ones we lost during the year, but in hope 

we wait to see them again.  We welcome the newly born in 

our community and wish them God’s blessing  

    It has been a great year, hectic as it may have seemed we 

survived it all.  I pray that God continues to smile on you 

and keep you safe.  I thank all my friends who remembered 

me with cards and gifts.  I really do appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and kindness.   

    Again, may you have a blessed Christmas and may you 

experience God’s presence among us in a special way this 

Christmas. 
 

 God bless,   
 

 

 

 

2016 DIOCESAN SERVICES APPEAL 

2016 Assessment  …..………………..………..  $17,080.00 

Contributions So Far  ………………….…….. $17,357.00  
 

Number of Families Who Have Contributed  ……...    43 
 

We thank the following for their recent contributions: 

Murlene Simper  

Jeralyn & Troy Barta  

Mary & Ray Michalec  

Kathy & Deacon Kenneth Fishbeck 
 

Congratulations!  We have reached our assessed goal for 

2016.  Good job.  We thank all those who have 

contributed towards our 2016 D.S.A. assessment so far.  

Any amount collected over and above the parish’s goal 

is returned to the Parish.   
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

MON. – No Gold Star Club Meeting (Christmas Holidays) 

WED. – No Champions Club Meeting (Christmas Holidays) 

THURS. – KC Bingo, former KC Hall 

FRI.  – Parish Office closed on Fridays.  For any Pastoral  

        emergency, call the Office at any time.  

SAT. – New Year’s Eve. See Mass Schedule. 

SUN. – New Year’s Day.  See Mass Schedule. 
 

Remember the sick in your prayers this week, 

especially Thomas Hoyer. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=214&biw=1680&bih=925&tbm=isch&tbnid=mTdq-DdelgVTlM:&imgrefurl=http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/nativity-clip-art/nativity-clip-art-3.shtm&docid=1ms41a-MSlcKZM&imgurl=http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/nativity-clip-art/full/nativity-clip-art-3.jpg&w=600&h=312&ei=7dK1UoXbL-bH2wWalYDQDA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:32,s:200,i:100&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=162&tbnw=312&ndsp=42&tx=182&ty=29


REFLECTION 

 

The New Covenant  
 

    Christmas raises us to the heights of heaven, not just to 

fill our minds with lofty things, rather, it is meant to free us 

from any narrow perspective we might have of those things 

that may be too much with us. 

    The child born in Bethlehem in an obscure stable is the 

Word of God, the Light of the world.  To really understand 

this paradox and its significance, we must return to “the 

beginning,” in the presence of the God who is now made 

man that all might become children of God.  A new 

relationship has been instituted between God and humanity.  

This new covenant is gained through the person of Jesus.  It 

is available to everyone who seeks such a relationship. 

    Everything is acted out “in this, the final age.”  It is in 

this world that the Light confronts darkness in a gigantic 

battle.  No one can remain neutral.  We must choose sides.  

The message of the Good News is spread throughout the 

world, announcing peace and salvation.   

    The Lord’s nativity and its celebration cannot be 

dissociated from the rest of the mystery of salvation.  The 

prophets, “ in fragmentary and varied ways,” announce the 

decisive intervention of God.  The birth in flesh of his own 

Son strikes these promises home to us.  God’s Son is born 

to make known to us the unseen God.  He is to die on the 

cross, be gloriously resurrected, and communicate to us the 

fullness of life.   

    To grasp the meaning and importance of the Christmas 

event and to enter into its dynamism, we must try to 

encompass, in one great overview, the whole history of 

salvation, from the beginning, when God created the 

heavens and the earth, to the end, when all who are saved 

will be assembled in the heavenly Jerusalem. 
   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Dec. 25 – Allison Drabek 

Dec. 26 – Steve Fojtik, Esteban Martinez  

Dec. 27 – Sidonia Mayer, Otto Moeller, Rose Selzer,  

                Christine Wenske 

Dec. 28 – Joseph Bartos, Alfred Haikenwaelder,  

                 Hailey Rothbauer  

Dec. 29 – Jillian Anderle, Abby Bohuslav,  

                 Shelby Bohuslav, Duane Fojtik, Hattie Olle,  

                 Earlene Pilat 

Dec. 30 – Kalla Gaertner  

Dec. 31 – Clarence Bohuslav, Addisyn Greive, 

                 Marlon Novosad 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

Dec. 26 – Caroline & James Freytag 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Dec. 18 – Jan. 1 – No C.C.D./YMC (Christmas Holidays) 
 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR THE POOR 

In the spirit of sharing blessings with our less fortunate 

brothers and sisters, a collection will be taken up at the 

Christmas Masses.  We encourage you to be generous. 
 

In the Past Our *Collection Has Helped Many Charities 

Including: 

Shady Oaks Christmas Gifts for Residents 

Lavaca Assistance Ministry Body (L.A.M.B.)  

Billy T. Cattan Recovery Outreach Center, Victoria  

Perpetual Help Home, Victoria 

Christ’s Kitchen, Victoria  

Moulton 4-H Clubs, FFA Chapter & Fire Department 

 & many others in need 
 

* Includes funds from the proceeds from the Fish Fry. 
 

CHRISTMAS: THE MEANING 
    If asked what Christmas means, the average person 

would probably give a sentimental answer:  “Christmas is 

for children,” or “Christmas is about giving.”  “Tis the 

season to be jolly,” announces a popular carol, or, in the 

words of another, “It’s the most wonderful time of the 

year.”  In the long slide down the slippery slope of secular 

culture, these sentiments are now applied to “the holidays” 

in a general sort of way, and the word Christmas is 

suppressed, along with the lingering religious content that 

the word might carry with it. 

    In the hearts of the faithful, however, Christmas is and 

always has been a celebration of the birth of the Savior.  It 

is a time we hold sacred because it is about the Lord whom 

we love.  It is the feast of his Incarnation.  It is a celebration 

of the mystery of God becoming man, so that human beings 

could share in the life of God. 

    The season of Christmas embraces both the Nativity and 

the Epiphany.  The Nativity centers on Jesus’ birth and the 

events immediately surrounding it.  The Epiphany in turn 

celebrates three episodes of his early public manifestation: 

the visit of the magi, the baptism of the Lord, and the first 

miracle of Jesus – at the wedding at Cana, when he changed 

water into wine.   

    The Christmas season is a time when we retell some of 

our most cherished stories as a faith community, Not only 

do Christians meditate upon the marvelous infancy 

narratives, they also discern in these stories rich symbols of 

Christ’s identity.  He is the suffering Messiah, the light to 

the nations, the glory of Israel, the one promised to the 

humble faithful, to name just a few themes that Christmas 

touches. 

    Thus, the myrrh of the magi prepares for the death of the 

Messiah, the ox and the ass of the manger scene symbolize 

Jews and Gentiles alike, “feeding” at the trough of the 

divine revelation: and the Holy Family’s search for shelter 

dramatizes the personal faith question, Who will take Christ 

into their homes and make him welcome?   
 

Youth Ministry Center Donation 

In Memory of Frank Branecky: Angeline Jalufka 


