
 







 

 

Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee              Office of the Bishop 
 

 

11 North “B” Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32502 

Office: (850) 435-3520 

Fax: (850) 435-3565 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Greetings in the Lord. Once again, our community has experienced the power and the fury of 

another major hurricane. Hurricane Sally claimed at least three lives and caused significant 

damage to properties.  

 

In the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, many of our structures (church buildings, schools, 

parish halls, rectories, etc.) have been damaged. Of course, there are trees and limbs down 

everywhere, and some of these have cut into people’s property and homes. As well, the rain and 

rising water brought extensive flooding. 

 

Thanks be to God, we have a very strong and generous community, as well as insurance. 

Immediately after the storm (and in some cases, during the storm), neighbors jumped in to help 

one another. Our diocese and Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida have already assisted 

thousands of people with food, emergency supplies, and basic necessities. Thank you for any 

help that you have given or will give in the future for recovery and for rebuilding. 

 

We are all going through so much these days: a pandemic, natural disasters, a very divisive 

election campaign, etc. These things have a way of beating us down and tempting us to lose 

faith. But we must always remember: God is with us! Jesus told us that there would be plenty of 

crosses to carry in this life. We are not alone; however, he is with us at every step of the way on 

our journey through this “valley of tears.” We know how all of this ends: in glory. 

 

Please know that you are in my prayers. We have faced hardship together in the past, and we will 

undoubtedly go through this again in the future. This is God’s Church, and he will make it 

possible for us to continue to practice our faith, serve one another, and serve him. 

 

God bless you.  

Your Brother in Christ,  

 
 

Most Rev. William A. Wack, CSC 

Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

 



September 27, 2020

Twenty-sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28  |  Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5  |  Mt 21:28-32

GROW    AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

I’ve always had a bit of a recalcitrant streak. Ask me to do 
something, and I’ll happily oblige. Order me to do something, 
and I’ll set my jaw. So, I can relate to the first son’s knee-jerk 
reply when told (not asked) to work in the vineyard. “I will 
not.” Yet, despite this initial reaction, the first son obeyed his 
father’s command. He “changed his mind and went.” I didn’t 
see it at first, but this parable is not about a clash of wills 
but obedience – not blind obedience, but choosing to turn 
over our lives to the will of the Father. The longer version 
of Paul’s Letter to the Philippians illustrates this beautifully, 
challenging us to imitate Jesus: “He humbled himself, becom-
ing obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
As human beings, we have the freedom to choose to place 
God’s will and the needs of others before our own. It doesn’t 
mean being a doormat, but rather having a healthy humility 
and willingness to “change our minds (and hearts)” to better 
conform to the example of Jesus. As the catechism reminds 
us in this gem about obedience: “The more one does what is 
good, the freer one becomes. There is no true freedom except 
in the service of what is good and just.” (1733)

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Have you ever kicked a bad habit, such as eating too many 
sweets, falling down the social media rabbit hole, or failure 
to floss? I’ve occasionally pulled it off (well, for a few days 
anyway), but I find it’s much tougher to change habits of my 
mind and heart. In today’s Gospel, the first son changes his 
mind, and his heart. This is what Jesus asks of us as well: a 
change of heart and mind toward love and obedience, wher-
ever it is needed in our lives. For starters, it could mean tak-
ing a few moments to pray for guidance each morning before 
jumping full-speed ahead into our personal agenda. We can 
ask God to show us how to align our lives more closely with 
his will for us – through prayer, reading the Scriptures, and re-
flecting on areas in our lives that need an overhaul. Our “yes” 
to working in the vineyard begins by attending to what God 
has shown us, and leads us to even greater freedom in Christ.

PRAY    Need a spiritual jump-start? Pray the Daily Examen, 
an ancient practice from St. Ignatius Loyola of peacefully 
reflecting on the events of the day in order to detect the 
presence of God’s Spirit and discern his will for you. G
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HELP SAVE LIVES IN Pensacola! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40daysforlife.com/Pensacola 

You can protect mothers and children by 
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and 
fast for an end to abortion!  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results in 
26 coordinated campaigns: 

• 17,226 babies saved from abortion 
• 206 abortion workers converted 
• 107 abortion centers closed  
  

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in 
our community: 

• Vigil location: Outside the American 
Family Planning abortion facility (6115 
Village Oaks Dr., Pensacola) 

• Vigil hours: 6 am to 6 pm daily 
• Local contact: Ernie and Mary Beth Cyr 

40daysforlifepensacola@gmail.com 
• Learn more … get involved … and sign up 

for prayer times by visiting our campaign 
at the web address shown below! 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/cityname


DonateDonate
BLOODBLOOD
Donate
BLOOD

BE SOMEONE’S HERO.
UNITE IN THE FIGHT.

#Donate4Life

ID REQUIRED

ID required. Donors must be at least 16 years old. Those who are 16 years old need parental permission. See website for more details. *One offer per donor, per donation. No cash value. Not-transferable. If you have 
recently donated, thank you. Please visit us when you are eligible to donate again. Donor must have successful donation to obtain results. If donor does not have account created in donor portal already, they must 
provide email address to phlebotomist at the time of registration so account can be created. Donor will receive email post donation with instructions. The same email provided at registration is used to activate donor 
portal account.

Do not present to donate if you have a fever. You must wait at least 14 days before donating if you  
have been exposed to someone who has or may have COVID-19, have recently been tested and are 

pending test results for COVID-19 or if you have a confirmed active case of COVID-19.

Sunday, October 4, 2020
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Christ Our Redeemer Church
All donors will receive two pairs of OneBlood Cancer
Awareness Socks! Plus, a wellness checkup including
COVID-19 antibody test, blood pressure, temperature,

iron count, pulse and cholesterol screening!

Appointments are encouraged, please visit
www.oneblood.org/donate-now and use sponsor code #16435




