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Opening 
The meeting was called to order by Kathy Vanderburg and began at 11:45 a.m. in the Parish 
Hall. All attendees observed proper distancing as prescribed by the Covid-19 precautionary 
measures. Father Bob opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
Present 
Bob Gualtieri 
Father Bob Johnson 
Ross Maple 
Michele McCormick 
Sharon Mikus 
Rich Mountain 
Steve Scheidt 
AO Seeman 
Mary Jane Sullivan 
Jim Thennes 
Kathy Vanderburg 
Patti Wolfrom 
 
Absent 
Kellie Parod 
Ken Rodriguez 
Barbara Swanson 
 
Approval of Minutes from the previous meeting held on Sunday, April 11, 2021: 
 
Rich Mountain made the motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Jim 
Thennes. The minutes were unanimously approved.  

Opening Remarks: 

Kathy Vanderburg announced that a request had been made to remove face masks while 
speaking to make it easier for the speaker to be heard and understood.  

Father Bob began his opening remarks by expressing that the Priest’s Retreat for the diocese, 
held 19-23 April, was a success and had included time with Bishop Wack and some much-
needed rest. Father announced that Bishop Wack has written a letter addressing the state of 
Covid-19 protocols and changes that may be forthcoming. The letter can be found on the 
diocesan website. 

Pavilion Update: 

Jim Thennes told the Council that the sidewalk to the pavilion has been poured and the Knights 
of Columbus will attend to the finishing touches on Tuesday 4 May. The K of C will also 
complete a power-washing project of the church grounds on Wednesday 5 May; volunteers are 



 Minutes 
 Christ Our Redeemer (COR) Pastoral Council (PC) Meeting 
 Sunday, May 2, 2021
  
 
welcome on both days.  Continued work on the pavilion may be postponed until June as Jim will 
be on vacation in the month of May. The St. Joseph statue has been ordered and will arrive soon. 
Bishop Wack will bless the pavilion when he visits Christ Our Redeemer on 12 May for the 
Confirmation Mass.  

Parish Calendar: 

9 May – Mother’s Day 
12 May – Confirmation Mass at 7:00 p.m. with Bishop Wack 
13 May – Feast of the Ascension 
23 May – Feast of Pentecost 
29 May – Baccalaureate Mass for high school seniors at 5:30 p.m. 
30 May – Feast of the Holy Trinity 
6 June – Feast of Corpus Christi and First Communion Mass at 2:00 p.m. This Mass is in 
addition to the regular 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday Masses. 
 
Volunteers are needed to support the receptions for the Confirmation and First Communion 
Masses. Due to social distancing protocols, the receptions will be quite casual. 
 
Bob Gualtieri stated that the Knights of Columbus will have an honor guard present for both the 
Confirmation and First Communion Masses.  
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Capital Campaign: 
 
Ken Rodriguez provided a written summary of the status of affairs for the Capital Campaign. 
The summary is as follows: 
 
 Pledge and Donation Status:  
  Total needed: $2.2 M 
  Total pledge goal: $1.5M 
  Pledged to date: $1,134,084 
  Pledges still needed: $365,916 
  Monies received to date: $732,783 
  Deficit: $767,217 
 

Mailings: A letter to parish members who have not already pledged to the campaign 
drafted and mailed/soon to be mailed. 
 
Bulletin Item: Beginning 14 March, campaign status and information graphic was 
included in the weekly bulletin. 
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Website Item: Our parish website continues with the rotating banner on the home page 
and clickable ER&C2OF icon. 
 
Narthex Display: The ER&C2OF display set up on 8 April in the narthex was moved to a 
central location. 

 
Potential Donor Meeting: No date is set for a future donor meeting at this time. We’ll 
first see how the next round of letter mailings go (and the status of the Diocesan COVID 
restrictions) and then evaluate. 

 
Jim Thennes mentioned that the area where the Faith Formation Building is to be constructed 
will need land fill and in the interest of keeping costs down, suggested that the Council keep eyes 
and ears open for anyone who is building a pool, etc. that may provide an opportunity to gain 
clean land fill. Jim said that the fill can be dumped on the building site at any time without any 
adverse effect. 
 
 
Vacation Bible School: 
 
Michele McCormick announced that the minimum number of volunteers required to hold VBS 
has been met but more volunteers are always welcome. Many hands make light work. VBS will 
be held 14 thru 19 June. 
 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Annual Convention: 
 
Patti Wolfrom reported that the Convention held on 24 April was hosted by the West Central 
Deanery Council of Catholic Women of which Father Bob is the Spiritual Advisor and Patti is 
President.  This year’s theme was “Here I Am.” The Convention planning responsibilities rotate 
between deaneries each year and the hosting deanery earns one-half of the convention proceeds.  
 
The Convention was held at St. Rita’s Parish due to location availability that coincided with the 
availability of Bishop Wack. Father Neil Wack, the Bishop’s brother, was the keynote speaker. 
There is a program from the Convention that consists of ads and the convention agenda. The 
Convention was attended by 180 women, 12 from Christ Our Redeemer. Patti reported that many 
of the attendees were not members of the Council of Catholic Women which is an exciting 
opportunity to recruit new members, grow existing councils, and perhaps create new councils in 
parishes that do not currently have one.  
 
Each year, the Council of Catholic Women presents the Bishop with a check for the Burse Club 
which provides funding for the education of priests. This year, the Council presented Bishop 
Wack with a check for $311,047.74, over $100,000 more than the check presented in 2020. Since 
2008, the CCW has provided more than $5M to the Burse Club. 
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New Business: 
 
Ministry Liaison Reports: 
 
Kathy Vanderburg announced that the liaison reports from Kellie Parod and Jim Thennes will 
be postponed until the June meeting. 
 
Jim Thennes asked for prayers for Pat Brennan who is having surgery on her neck and requested 
anyone who is interested in supporting her husband, Jack, with transportation to and from the 
hospital to visit with Pat and for Jack’s own healthcare needs to speak with him to make 
arrangements. 
 
Administration Report: 
 
Michele McCormick reported that Mass attendance numbers continue to be consistent. The 
numbers for 1-2 May are as follows: 5:30 p.m. – 156; 7:30 a.m. – 99; and 10:30 a.m. – 162. 
 
There was a clergy meeting on Thursday, 29 April and there will be a staff meeting on Monday, 
3 May. Bishop Wack’s newest letter addressing Covid protocols and upcoming changes will be 
discussed. Some changes are already in the works including the return of Holy Water to the font 
this week. Michele announced that ministry involvement will begin to be woven back into Mass 
but that some ministry heads would like to hold training sessions before this happens. The Parish 
also plans to begin weaning away from the online Mass registration requirement but will 
continue to provide a Greeting Ministry in the narthex before each Mass.  
 
Michele also suggested that a Ministry Fair in the Fall should be able to move forward taking 
into account any applicable precautionary protocols, of course.  
 
Youth Ministry: 
 
Michele McCormick met with Lisa Kurnik, Diocesan Director of Youth Ministry, on 14 April 
to discuss the future look of youth ministry in the parish/diocese. Michele reported that the 
meeting was fruitful, and that youth ministry will look different going forward, the changes are 
an effect of what has been experienced and learned nationwide throughout the current pandemic.  
 
Michele told the Council that Lisa Hall had held a Confirmation Retreat for the high school 
Confirmandi on 1 May and through their Emmaus Walk (a one-on-one discussion with each of 
the youth regarding their preparation), the youth provided positive feedback about their 
experiences in youth ministry this past year.  
 
In the interest of keeping our Parish Deacons fully in the loop regarding Parish Council 
meetings, future meetings may be linked for remote viewing. Logistics are still being worked 
out. 
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Welcome Committee: 
 
Michele McCormick provided that three families were welcomed during Mass in May and that 
several more new families have recently registered. The Parish is hopeful that we will see more 
new families as the military PCS season gets underway.  
 
There was a brief discussion about beginning a formal Farewell Ministry. AO Seeman mentioned 
that a major stumbling block for such a ministry is that families do not always let the Parish 
know that they will be leaving. Kathy Vanderburg suggested that perhaps a small mention in the 
bulletin requesting families notify the Parish of upcoming moves would aid in facilitating this 
new ministry. 
 
Finance Council: 
 
Steve Scheidt reported that the Parish saw $11,000 in income over spending for March. The 
Parish finances continue to weather the storm that is Covid-19 due to the continued efforts of the 
various ministries to keep costs down, cancelled events previously budgeted for, unexpected 
non-offeratory income to the tune of just over $24,000, and an equally unexpected CSA refund.   
As in previous months, hopes are that as more people return to Mass the offeratory will increase.  
 
Closing Thought: 
 
“Such a tapestry of memories we weave throughout our lives. Even when there is unevenness, 
variations, or faults within the weaving process, the result is still beautiful.” ~ Linda K. Peterson 
 
Father Bob closed the meeting in prayer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:32 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Sunday, 13 June, to 
avoid a conflict with the First Communion Mass on the afternoon of 6 June. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Mikus 
3 May 2021 


