
Do This in Remembrance of Me, Part 5;  
Altar Kiss 

Why is Father kissing that table? Have you noticed that, during the entrance hymn or antiphon, the celebrant approach-
es the altar and kisses it? Why does he do that? As Charles Belmonte explains in his book, Understanding the Mass: 
“As a sign of veneration, the priest and deacon (if there is one present) kiss the altar… The altar symbolizes the heart 

of the Church. It is the Lord’s table and the center of the Eucharistic action. It has always been considered a symbol of 
Christ. That is why we cover the altar with a cloth, out of reverence for the celebration of the memorial of the Lord’s 

sacrifice” (Understanding the Mass, p. 49). 

  

What Is the Significance of a Catholic Altar? 

According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “altar” comes from the Hebrew word meaning “place of sacrifice” (Catholic 
Encyclopedia, p. 31).  Perhaps this reminds us of the many altars erected throughout the Old Testament where sacrific-
es were offered to God. Altars were erected in special places where the people had an encounter with God, which then 

became places of prayer. This background leads us to the current altars in our churches, where the Sacrifice of the 
Mass is celebrated and we encounter Christ truly present in the Eucharist. We call the Mass a sacrifice because we are 
given an opportunity to share in the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Jesus Christ—body, blood, soul, and 

divinity—becomes present during the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. Jesus Christ, God Himself, is present there with us! 
No wonder we give the altar special honor as the place where we encounter Christ dwelling among us! 

  

More Than A Simple Gesture 

As Belmonte continues, “To kiss the altar is to kiss Christ. It is then understandable that we want to make ours this 
kiss of the celebrant. It evokes in our memory the many kisses of that sinful woman in the Pharisee’s house. She could 
not cease to kiss Christ’s feet, washing them with her tears. Great sins were forgiven her because she loved so greatly 
(Lk 7:38). And we have so many faults to ask pardon for! Now, by this kiss, the priest also signifies the union of the 
Spouse (Christ) with his Bride (the Church)… [W]hat the priest is beginning to accomplish here is nothing other than 
to forge the union of the Church with her Master, of the soul with its Redeemer” (Understanding the Mass, p. 49). As 

you may realize, kissing the altar is more than a simple gesture! 

  

Relics of Those Who Have Gone Before Us 

Given the dignity of the altar, it is fittingly constructed in a special way. “In keeping with the Church’s traditional 
practice and with what the altar signifies, the table of a fixed altar should be of stone and indeed of natural stone. In the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, wood which is dignified, solid, and well-crafted may be used, provided the 
altar is structurally immobile” (GIRM, no. 301). Altars typically also have a special set-in stone that contains the relic 

of a saint. The relic is usually a small bone fragment from one of the martyrs or perhaps a saint that is the patron or 
namesake for a particular church building. The tradition of the relic can be traced back to the first centuries of Masses 

celebrated at the burial places of the martyrs or in the catacombs. 

For me as a priest, I often think of the saint at the altar and about his or her life and faithfulness to Christ. I think about 
how the witness of faith helps to strengthen us now. I remember that the intercession of the saints assists us in our own 

day. In celebrating Mass this way, there is a special connection between the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ and the 
way the Eucharist strengthened that particular saint—to say the least, a great reminder of how the Eucharist strength-

ens us for holy and faithful life in Christ! 

  

For Reflection: 

1. Pray with the account of the woman who kisses Jesus’ feet in Lk. 7:36-50. Reflect on God’s 
saving love in your own life, and consider how you can express your grateful love through rev-

erence for Christ’s Body. 

2. Make your own the Psalmist’s desire: “That I may come to the altar of God, to God, my joy, 
my delight” (Ps. 43:4). Next time you participate in Mass, pay attention to the kiss of the altar 
and unite yourself spiritually to this act of loving reverence towards God, our joy and delight. 

Article Written by: Fr. Luke Spannagel and Published on National Eucharistic Revival website.  

“We adore You, O Christ, and we praise you, because by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world.” 
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Sunday     January 22, 2023 

10:30AM:   OPEN  

Friday      January 27, 2023  

 6:00PM: for  the sick and homebound  

Sunday      January 29,  2023 

10:30AM:   OPEN  

Friday      February 3, 2023 

 6:00PM: for  the par ishioners of Holy Cross 

Sunday     February 5, 2023 

10:30AM: Robert P Garza (Rudy & Sylvia Garza) 

 

- For the repose (eternal rest) of the soul  

S.I. - Special Intentions  

B.B. - Birthday Blessings 

W.A. - Wedding Anniversary   

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
18 - Armando Ortiz  

20 - Ashleigh Wagner 

 Altar Servers  Lectors  Ushers  Extra Ordinary Minister 

Jan. 22 Juan, Marylou Raymond Banda Ray Ramos, Marcos Serna Sylvia Davila 

Jan. 29 Rayven, Olivia, Shana Ray Ramos Sylvia, Michael Ortiz Erika Ramos 

Feb. 5 David, Daniel  Norma  Priscilla, Juan Aranda Armando 

Pope Francis’ Prayer intention for January 

For educators 

We pray that educators may be credible  

witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest and 

most vulnerable above all.  

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                             January 22, 2023 

Christine Aranda 

Marylou Areola 

Nancy Balderas 

Casey Barrera 

Rosie Barrera 

Marchant Bradford 

Tony Canales 

Fern Carter 

Paul Carter 

Ana Dudley 

Richard Rey Escobedo 

Rebecca Garza  

George Hamilton  

Gloria Hamilton  

Doug Hopkins 

Otis Jackson  

Margaret Jeter 

Arthur B. Jones  

Rodessa Jones 

Ray Karpe 

Charlester Lewis 

Nathan Lopez 

Fr. Seamus McGowan 

Emily Petru 

Beth Rach  

Rosanne Ramirez 

Renalda Sharkey 

Lamont Taylor 

Alejandro Veliz 

Aiden Vesely 

Dolores Vesely 

Patricia Whitfield 

Marilyn Williams 

 Dewene Wilson 

Ann Woodson 

Prayer is the most powerful against trials, the most effec-

tive  medicine against sickness and the most valuable gift 

to someone we care for.  

Please pray for the sick of the parish, especially: 

PARISH MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS  

Parish Council President Armando Ortiz 361.774.4807 

Finance Committee Ann Woodson  361.688.3651 

Sacristan Sylvia Davila  361.563.8906 

Stewardship Coordinator Korey Hardeman  361.834.4349 

Religious Education  Becky Sheldon rtbshel@yahoo.com 

Altar Servers Ray Ramos 361.774.8590 

Lectors / Ushers Norma Ortiz  361.249.2679 

Choir  Marsha Hardeman 361.739.4045 

St. Martha’s Kitchen  Vacant: if interested contact Fr. Roy 

2ND COLLECTION FOR JANUARY 

22 - Church in Latin America 

Thank you for your faithfulness, your generous support, 

and sharing of your gifts with Holy Cross Church.  

May God bless you now and forever  

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP  

Envelope Collection  $334.00 

Loose Collection  $263.00 

Collection Total – January 15 $597.00 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY 

GOD’S LOVING CARE 

 Two readings today refer to the northeast region of an-
cient Israel: “the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali.” 
Upon hearing these names, some of us might consult maps 
and determine exactly where these regions lie. Others might 
let the unfamiliar names drift by unnoticed. If no maps are 
handy—but we don’t want to ignore the references complete-
ly—consider this: we might not know the latitude and longi-
tude of Zebulun and Naphtali, but God does. We praise God 
for watching over every inch of land and sea, caring perfectly 
for each creature on the planet. While Isaiah celebrates the 
depth of God’s care with “abundant joy and great rejoicing,” 
Saint Paul begs us to remember how the Lord shows this lov-
ing care: through the cross. In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls Pe-
ter, James, and John to follow him. We follow too, confident 
that God accompanies us, wherever we are. 
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HEART 

 In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than 
words without a heart. 

—John Bunyan 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope 

Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1-6; Mk 3:22-30,  

Tuesday: St. Francis de Sales  

Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11; Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: The Conversion of St. Paul  

Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-18 

Thursday: Ss. Timothy and Titus  

2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10; Mk 4:21-35 

Friday: St. Angela Merici  

Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: St. Thomas Aquinas  

Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41 

Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-10;1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 

CATHOLIC PRAYER CORNER 

Respect for Life Prayer 

O God, our eyes behold the beauty of your creation, 

and our ears catch the sounds of your power. 

We hold our lives sacred because they are your gift. 

Bring us to greater awareness of the sanctity of human life 

and to sorrow for the times we have ignored or offended it. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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OUR FASCINATING FAITH 

Ordinary Time 

 Between the end of the Christmas season and the start of 
Lent, the liturgical year begins a period known as Ordinary 
Time. That season is interrupted by the seasons of Lent and 
Easter, and then resumes again after Pentecost. The English 
translation of the Latin name for this season has received 
much criticism because of our association of the word 
“ordinary” with something of lesser value, the opposite of 
something special. Critics point out that Sunday is the original 
feast day of the Church, that there is nothing at all “ordinary” 
about our weekly celebration of the Lord’s dying and rising. 
Translators explain that in this context the English word 
“ordinary” retains the root meaning of “ordinal,” something 
counted “in order,” and that the Sundays throughout the year 
are in fact named by their numerical order. 

 It is helpful to understand how all five of the “special” 
seasons of the liturgical year (Advent, Christmas, Ordinary 
Time, Lent, Easter) fit together to unfold the single mystery of 
Christ. As we continue the year now with Ordinary Time, we 
are mindful that what we celebrate is indeed as 
“extraordinary” an experience of God’s grace as one could 
ever imagine. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

If you need a copy of your 2022 contribution  

statement for your taxes. Please contact David at the parish 

office via telephone, or e-mail (hcrosstx@gmail.com) so we 

can prepare your statement.  

TODAY’S SECOND COLLECTION  

Church in Latin America 

This weekend we take up the Collection for the Church in Lat-

in America! Many people in Latin America and the Caribbean 

do not have access to church programs and ministries because 

of a rising secular culture, rugged rural terrain, and a shortage 

of ministers. Your generosity enables our brothers and sisters 

in Latin America and the Caribbean to share in the life of the 

Church and grow closer to Christ.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiaoMDVjrXgAhUFo4MKHaKjAXwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com

