
Do This in Remembrance of Me, Step by Step walk through the Mass 
 Part 7; The Greeting  

“Hello, Joe. How are you?” Whenever we see someone we know, we might greet him or her in this way. However, the 
Mass, the gathering of the family of God, doesn’t begin like this at all. Why not? Without a doubt, the Mass isn’t just 
like meeting people on the street. When we come to Mass, we aren’t just passing by an acquaintance: we are encoun-
tering and worshipping Almighty God. After the Sign of the Cross, the priest says, “The Lord be with you,” or one of 
the other versions given in the Missal, such as “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all;” or “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” This greeting indicates right away that what we are about to do is going to be very different from the normal 
daily routine. Also, it recalls that we are part of something greater—the universal celebration of the Liturgy—God 

with all his people. 

  

Far from Ordinary 

If the only thing the priest said was something like, “I’m glad to see you” or “Boy, it’s cold today,” he might give the 
impression that we are just entering into familiar chatter. We could miss that something sacred is about to happen. So, 
the universal greeting helps us prepare to enter more fully into the celebration of the Mass and helps us to realize this 

will be a sacred gathering with Almighty God present before us. If you think about the words, they are actually a pray-
er said by the priest asking that the grace, peace, love, etc., of God be with each person—now that’s a way to start a 
gathering of God’s people! The faithful then respond with their own part of the prayer, asking a similar grace for the 

priest by responding, “And with your spirit.” 

  

Whose Spirit? 

Why do we say, “And with your spirit?” Our English translation of the phrase is actually a direct word-for-word trans-
lation from the Latin prayers of the Mass: “Et cum spiritu tuo.” This phrase also clearly connects us to several places 
in the Bible. For example, we see the priest’s greeting, “The Lord be with you,” in Ruth 2:4; and we see the people’s 

response, “The Lord be with your spirit,” in 2 Timothy 4:22. 

Okay, Father, I see where those lines are in the Bible. But what does “spirit” mean here?  According to several saints 
and Christian writers, “spirit” refers not to the soul of the priest but to the spirit he has received through the sacrament 

of Holy Orders. As Edward Sri writes, quoting Jeremey Driscoll for support: “By saying ‘and with your spirit,’ the 
people are acknowledging the Holy Spirit’s unique activity through the priest during the sacred liturgy by virtue of his 
ordination. As Jeremy Driscoll explains, ‘The people are addressing the “spirit” of the priest; that is, that deepest inte-
rior part of his being where he has been ordained precisely to lead the people in the sacred action. They are saying in 
effect, “Be the priest for us now,” aware that there is only one priest, Christ Himself, and that this one who represents 

them now must be finely tuned to perform his sacred duties well’.” (A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, p. 28). 

The greeting at the start of Mass is a prayer that the Lord will be present with the people and a prayer back from the 
people acknowledging the spiritual gift God has given to the priest to help lead us in prayer. It is definitely a more for-

mal greeting than we would use out and about. However, what we do at Church is definitely different than meeting 
each other at a ballgame or a restaurant. The priest may very well go on to give some words of welcome or make a 

comment on the weather, but those comments follow the opening dialogue: “The Lord be with you,” “And with your 
spirit.” Now, let’s pray together as God’s family! 

  

For Reflection: 

1. Reflect on how you greet different relationships in your life, such as family members, friends, and professional  
acquaintances. What do you communicate through those diverse greetings? Be attentive to the 
next greeting opportunity in your day and more intentional about what and how you communi-

cate. 

2. Read Ruth 2 and 2 Timothy 4:19-22 to see our liturgical greetings in these contexts. Take 
time to meditate on these passages, placing yourself in the scenes and recognizing that you are 

part of a great lineage of human relationships. 

 

Article Written by: Fr. Luke Spannagel and Published on National Eucharistic Revival website.  

“We adore You, O Christ, and we praise you, because by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world.” 
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Sunday     February 5, 2023 

10:30AM: Robert P Garza (Rudy & Sylvia Garza) 

       Anthony Bobrow (Dan Cutrer)  

Friday      February 10, 2023  

 6:00PM: B.B. for  Zonia Vesely (Dolores Vesely) 

Sunday     February 12, 2023 

10:30AM: B.B. for  John Vesely (Dolores Vesely)  

   S.I. Maggie Baez (Rudy Garza Jr. & Family) 

Friday      February 17, 2023 

 6:00PM: Anthony Bobrow (Dan Cutrer)  

Sunday      February 19, 2023 

10:30AM: Lona Shaw (Shaw Family)   

       B.B. for Dolores Vesely  

- For the repose (eternal rest) of the soul  

S.I. - Special Intentions  

B.B. - Birthday Blessings 

W.A. - Wedding Anniversary   

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
4 - Elizaeo Banda 

20 - Gladys Tilley  

21 - Raymond Banda 

22 - Dolores Vesely 

 Altar Servers  Lectors  Ushers  Extra Ordinary Minister 

Feb. 5 David, Daniel  Norma  Priscilla, Juan Aranda Armando 

Feb. 12 Juan, Marylou Raymond Banda Norma, Daniel Ortiz Sylvia Davila 

Feb. 19  Rayven, Olivia Ray Ramos Priscilla, Marcos Erika Ramos 

Pope Francis’ Prayer intention for February 

For parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing communion at the 

center, may increasingly become communities of 

faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most 

in need.  

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                             February 5, 2023 

Christine Aranda 

Marylou Areola 

Nancy Balderas 

Casey Barrera 

Rosie Barrera 

Marchant Bradford 

Tony Canales 

Fern Carter 

Paul Carter 

Ana Dudley 

Richard Rey Escobedo 

Rebecca Garza  

George Hamilton  

Gloria Hamilton  

Doug Hopkins 

Otis Jackson  

Margaret Jeter 

Arthur B. Jones  

Rodessa Jones 

Ray Karpe 

Charlester Lewis 

Nathan Lopez 

Fr. Seamus McGowan 

Emily Petru 

Beth Rach  

Rosanne Ramirez 

Renalda Sharkey 

Lamont Taylor 

Alejandro Veliz 

Aiden Vesely 

Dolores Vesely 

Patricia Whitfield 

Marilyn Williams 

 Dewene Wilson 

Ann Woodson 

Prayer is the most powerful against trials, the most effec-

tive  medicine against sickness and the most valuable gift 

to someone we care for.  

Please pray for the sick of the parish, especially: 

PARISH MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS  

Parish Council President Armando Ortiz 361.774.4807 

Finance Committee Ann Woodson  361.688.3651 

Sacristan Sylvia Davila  361.563.8906 

Stewardship Coordinator Korey Hardeman  361.834.4349 

Religious Education  Becky Sheldon rtbshel@yahoo.com 

Altar Servers Ray Ramos 361.774.8590 

Lectors / Ushers Norma Ortiz  361.249.2679 

Choir  Marsha Hardeman 361.739.4045 

St. Martha’s Kitchen  Vacant: if interested contact Fr. Roy 

2ND COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY 

5 - Maintenance Fund  

22 - Church in Eastern & Central Europe 

26 - Black & Indian Missions  

Thank you for your faithfulness, your generous support, 

and sharing of your gifts with Holy Cross Church.  

May God bless you now and forever  

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP  

Envelope Collection  $567.00 

Loose Collection  $201.00 

Collection Total – January 29 $768.00 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY 

THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 

 The prophet Isaiah inspires us with these words: “Light 
shall rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become 
for you like midday.” All of us celebrating the liturgy today 
praise God for these words of encouragement. Surely each of 
us knows the gloomy side of life, but today’s readings pro-
pose a brilliant antidote to misery: the light of service. Isaiah 
focuses on physical suffering, telling us to provide food, 
clothing, housing, and equal opportunity to those with limited 
resources. Moving beyond material needs, Saint Paul demon-
strates how to proceed humbly when attending to people’s 
spiritual needs. Saint Matthew’s Gospel stirs us to bold ac-
tion: whatever gifts we have, we must put them at the service 
of our communities. As Christians, we must engage with one 
another without holding back, letting our light shine before 
all. 
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GIVING 

 When you give, see that you give that which multiplies in 
giving. 

—Raymond Lull 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: St. Paul Miki and Companions 

Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35c; Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: 

Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: St. Jerome Emilani, St. Joesphine Bakhita 

Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday: 

Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 

Friday: St. Scholastica 

Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: Our Lady of Lourdes 

Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 
5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37] 

BISHOP’S STEWARDSHIP APPEAL  

The Annual Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal commitment week-
end is February 19th. Please consider donating towards this 
year’s appeal. Funds raised help fund the various offices and 
outreach of the Diocese. In particular this year’s appeal focus-
es on the following: Youth & Young Adults, Those in Need, 
Faith Formation, Families, Clergy, and Parishes.  

Clergy: Our priests have given their lives in service to the 
Church. In thanksgiving, we are committed to supporting their 
ongoing faith formation and training programs and caring for 

them in retirement. We also support diaconate formation as 
they fill a vital need in supporting parishes and programs.  

CATHOLIC PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer in Time of Illness 

Lord Jesus,  

I believe that having passed through the gate of life  

 in baptism, 

I will always have your protection and comfort. 

Yet today the pains of my illness threaten  

 to overcome me 

and cause me to forget all the good things 

you have given me in this life. 

I pray in confidence that you would  

 send forth your Spirit 

to refresh and revive me as you have always done  

 in the past.  

May I continue to witness to your goodness in this life 

so that I may be with you at the heavenly banquet table  

 in eternity. 

Amen. Alleluia.  
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2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

If you need a copy of your 2022 contribution  

statement for your taxes. Please contact David at the parish 

office via telephone, or e-mail (hcrosstx@gmail.com) so we 

can prepare your statement.  
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