
St. John Neumann 
Vacation Bible School 

Daily Newsletter

Thursday, June 9, 2022



Day 4: God is surprising.

Day 4 and we're still going strong! 

Keep reading to learn more about today's exciting
activities and ask your child how their day was!

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family (Gen 42-45)
Bible Verse: "Come and see what our God has done,
what awesome miracles he performs for people!" 
(Psalm 66:5)

Why it Matters:  What surprises us never surprises God!
Kids often think of surprises as big, exciting events, like
Joseph's reunion with his family. Today we're helping
them remember that even small moments can be full of
surprises, too--like the beauty of a vivid sunset. As we
wrap up the week, we're celebrating all of God's good
surprises, big and small, as gifts of love from Him.



I saw a flower
bigger than my

hand.

God Sightings

We've got more flowers than we can
count for our God Sightings! Be sure to
check them out when you drop off or
pick up your child, especially since
tomorrow is the last day! 

I see God in 
the stars!

I saw a
roadrunner! 

Love lasts
forever.

I saw a leaf
shaped like a

heart. 



Connecting Kids to Justice

The kids were beyond excited to learn that
we collected another $100 in just one day!
That brings our total to about $130, meaning
four bikes total! We are just one bike away
from our goal. 

Help your child come up with creative ways
to earn their contributions this week.  Let's
see if we can go above goal!

Music Corner 

Your Welcome Packet included a card with
digital music that you can play at home. If you
have some down time, play it for your child
and see if they can teach you the dance
moves they've been practicing all week!



The games today had unexpected twists and
surprises, which made them even more fun!
 
We started with Musical Chairs, but instead of a child
being “out” in every round, the kids had to figure out
a way to keep everyone in the chairs together. As you
can imagine, the more chairs we took out, the more
creative the kids got! We reflected on the ways in
which God  is surprising in our lives and how we too
can share in the joy of surprising others!
 
The second game was “Sharks & Minnows,” which we
called “Shepherd & Sheep.” Shepherds had to tag as
many sheep as possible. When a sheep was tagged, it
became a shepherd and helped bring more sheep
into the flock. We talked about how we are also
called to go out as shepherds and share all the love in
our hearts and participate in God’s plan to surprise
others with His love!

Red Rocks Rec



Imagination Station

Today we continued to build our sand art with the
question "Are deserts always hot and sandy?" And
surprise, they are not! We then made shrink art
bracelets. Heat can shrink the plastic coloring sheets
to 1/5 their size! Again, what a surprise! But of course,
God is surprising, too! 

If your child took home their shrink art, here's a quick
way to help make it shrink: Place the shrink art on a
cookie sheet lined with parchment paper. Then bake
at 330*F. Keep a close eye on it as it will shrink fast.
Let cool and then use the string to make a necklace
or bracelet!



Awesome Bible Adventures

Today, the kids were greeted by an Egyptian,
Achotep, who worked with Joseph. Surprising
things have been going on and Achotep told the
story to the kids. He told about a group of men
who came to buy food. Joseph realized that these
men were his brothers  but they didn’t recognize
him! Like everyone else, they bowed down in front
of Joseph.  

The kids were then reminded that Joseph’s dream
of his brothers bowing to him came true! Joseph
then sent them on a wild goose chase back and
forth from Egypt to Canaan. There were some
surprising things Joseph put his brothers through,
which the kids had to replicate! Then Joseph
finally revealed who he was to his brothers.   There
was a big, happy family reunion! That’s how we
realize how God is surprising!  



Today we made Joseph's coat for our snack!
After a little prayer, each kid spread some
delicious yogurt onto a graham cracker and
added some color using fruit loops and other
various goodies. The creativity was
unstoppable and even surprising! 

Just like how God is surprising in our own lives
in many joyful, fun ways. 

Oasis Tastes



Catholic Canyon

Today we learned about the Sacrament of Baptism,
which is so important to make sure kids truly
understand it! One way to do this is to celebrate
their Baptism anniversary, complete with a cake
and a renewal of Baptismal promises! 

Today's saint was Saint Matthew.  Before becoming
one of the 12 disciples of Jesus, St. Matthew was
known for being a "bad guy" tax collector. So it was
a big surprise when Jesus called him to follow him.
But of course, we know that God is  surprising!


