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Saint Patrick Catholic Church 
1502 Broad Street,  Phenix City, AL 36867 

Telephone: (334) 298-9025      

E-mail: stpats123@gmail.com       Website: stpatsphenixcity.org  

 Pastor: Rev. David Hamm, S.T.   

 “Every Catholic 
an Apostle”   

PARISH OFFICE: Open from 
9am to 3pm Monday to Friday. 
OFFICE STAFF:  
Rev. David Hamm, S.T. 
Rev. Ramon Flores, S.T. 
Rev. Raul Vasques, S.T. 
Parish Secretary 
Zuly Horner (334)298-9025  

Religious Education 
Lisa Flatt (334)540-5329 

Lazarus Outreach Center 
Mary Wilburn (334) 298-8552  
                        (706) 315-7689  
 

 

NOTES ON COVID– 19 
Face Mask—Social Distance 

 

 Do not come to Church if you 
are feeling sick.  

 Sanitize your hands at enter-
ing and exiting the Church.  

 The use of Face Mask its 
HIGHLY RECOMENDED! 

  Thank you for your coopera-
tion.  Keep safe.   
 

Mass Schedule  
English Masses:   Sat: 5:30pm 
                              Sun: 8:00am   
                                     11:30am  
                             Wed: 12:05pm 
following with adoration till 2pm 
Spanish Masses: Saturday: 7pm 
                               Sunday: 9:30am 
Holy days Mass will be announced 
separately.  
 

EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS:  
Father David: (229) 205-8520 
Father Raul: (229) 726-5481 
Father Ramon: (312) 995-0085 
 

CONFESSIONS: By appointment. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 12, 2021 
 

Jesus’ Sense of Humor 
 
  Zephaniah is shouting for joy. The psalmist sings with gladness. Paul rejoices twice. 
But what about Jesus? Not so much. 
  Have you seen the picture called the "Smiling Jesus"? I suspect that it has made Jesus 
seem more human than any number of homilies on "The Humanity of Jesus." 
But we never see Jesus smiling in the Gospels. That is why our felt perception of him is 
so serious. There are several reasons for the somber Gospel portrait. First, the Gospels 
are not biographies; they have no interest in the personality of Jesus. They are          
concerned solely with his words, deeds and message. He came to proclaim the          
kingdom, so anything outside that mission was more or less irrelevant to evangelists. 
And the godly kingdom in an ungodly world is not primarily an occasion for humor. 
  Second, the Gospels are not written from beginning to end like a continuous narrative. 
No, the core of each Gospel is the suffering and death of Jesus.  Everything else written 
before or after that is written to enhance that focal event. 
  Finally, the Gospels were written in turbulent times by a minority of believers under 
persecution. There is nothing funny about being hounded to death, especially if the one 
you believe in was likewise mercilessly executed for what he believed. 
  These things may help explain why Jesus is portrayed as unsmiling. But that does not 
mean that he never smiled or that he had a melancholy disposition. We do know what a 
healthy human acts like, and we can extrapolate from that to imagine what a divine   
human would be like. 
  Anyone who experienced himself as the Son of God had every reason to be            
deliriously happy. It would have been impossible not to enjoy a deep down feeling of 
contentment. 
  Jesus enjoyed the adulation of crowds and the fanatical friendship of a few   intimates. 
He must have ruefully smiled at the fickleness of the crowd, but he warmly smiled at 
the devotion of friends. 
  A person with no sense of humor, which is basically a sense of the inappropriate, 
could never see God's vast kingdom in a little seed or think of rotten yeast as raising the 
godly realm. 
  Jesus must have felt very secure in his relationship to portray God as being   badgered 
by a widow or throwing a guest out for being improperly dressed. And who but a    
maverick would dream of God's holy Son sitting down to eat with sinners, or walk on 
water for no good reason?  
  Who but an idealistic Don Quixote would imagine fish jumping into the net on        
demand? It was contrary to all expectations, therefore highly humorous, to expect the 
blind to see, the dumb to speak, the lame to walk, sinners to repent. And it was a         
supremely comic view of life to conceive of the hungry fed, the poor enriched, the    
sorrowful laughing. 
  Then he was killed. This is divine irony: a beautiful life culminating in a week of     
agony in the garden, betrayal of a friend, a mock trial and excruciating crucifixion. I 
can just imagine Jesus smiling through a grimace: "This has been a terrible week—
thank God it's Friday!" 
  I know that is very irreverent. But humor is our last defense against tragedy. And if 
we cannot share a smile among friends with our Friend, maybe we should check our 
humor meter.                                                                                    Father James Smith. 
 
       

 
 
 

Maria Mullins 
Personal Trainer 

(731) 439-3951 

mariamullinsmm@gmail.com 

Answers:  
1. (a) The spr inkling is also called " asper sion"  and is frequent dur ing 
the Easter Season. 

2. (d) This used to be the central feature of a church's structure, 
named because of its resemblance to a ship (navis in Latin). 

3. (d) Making a visit to the Blessed Sacrament entails no fixed r itual, 
although genuflecting is customary. 

4. (a) These seven gifts are found in Isaiah 11:2-3. A different variety 
of gifts of the Holy Spirit is listed in 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

5. (c) The English translation of this is still commonly used when we 
pray the Stations of the Cross. 

Coldwell Banker 

Kennon Parker, Duncan & Davis 

Cell: 706.332.5288 

Office: 706.256.1000 

Email: adam.greer@kpdd.com 

Website: adamgreerhomes.com 

Adam Greer, Realtor 
“It’s your move, we can help.” 

ONLINE 
STREAMING: 
Saint Patrick 

Parish | Facebook if you don’t 
have a facebook account, simple 
go in to our website: http:/
www.stpatsphenixcity.org/  and 
follow us on by simply clicking 
on the facebook logo.  

 

 

 

 
Lazarus Angels 

Please help us make a child's Christmas spe-
cial by      picking an angel off the poster. Pur-
chase Christmas gifts for the child and return 
the wrapped gifts to the church or Lazarus 
by December 19th. 

Any questions please call: 

706 315 7689 

Christmas Mass Schedule 2021 
 

Friday, Dec. 24: 5:00pm 

                            7:00pm Spanish 

                           10:00pm  

Saturday, Dec. 25: 10:00am Bilingual 

 This will be the only Mass on this day! 

What should we do? 

     The crowds came to John wanting instruction. "What 
should we do?" they asked. This is a typical human reaction. 
We want to manage our lives, even our faith or salvation by 
taking action. It feels so much safer when we think we’re in 
control. But we pay a price for this micromanagement in stress 
and anxiety. We're never really freed from the pressure to 
strive. There is always pressure to do something. Or, if we 
have already done something, there is the pressure to keep on 
doing it. This is the way of the world. 

     But God has done something entirely different. When the 
crowds pressed John for an answer about what to do, he didn't 
answer. Instead, he talked about what God has done. It's not 
what we do that matters, but what God did. It is this and this 
alone that gives life to the world. When you find yourself 
stressed this Advent, take John’s advice: Forget yourself and 
focus on God. 



Third Sunday of Advent 
December 12, 2021 

Thank You!  
 

Regular Collection: $3,058.00 

                  

                 THANK YOU! 
 

  Please take the time to visit our parish’s       
website: stpatsphenixcity.org  to sign up for 

online giving its safe and you decide when and 
how much you will like to give. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings from Dec 12—, 2021 
12/12: III Sunday of Advent 

           Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18  
12/13: Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

           Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27  
12/14: Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest  

            and Doctor of the Church  

             Zep: 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32  

12/15: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Lk 7:18b-23  

12/16: Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30  

12/17: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17  

12/18: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25  
12/19: IV Sunday of Advent 

           Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45  

 

Greetings from the Religious Education 
team!  A great big     HELLO from us 
here at Saint Patrick RE!  We have some 
really EXCITING events going on that 
you do not want to miss!          REMEM-
BER: All Sacrament students must at
tend their grade level class, and their 
Sacrament class.  This is mandatory.  If 

you have questions please call Mrs. Lisa Flatt 334-540-5329 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

NO class on 12 December! We will all be celebrating our Lady 
of Guadalupe!  
 

God is Good! All the time! This weekend we return with our 
Pre K – 3 graders, and parents class. 

The parent meeting for the ACYC trip has been resched
uled.  We will meet on 14 December 2021, 7:00 pm in the 
Hall.  Remember it is mandatory for you to attend if you want 
your child to go on the trip.  The retreat is open to all 9-12 
grades, who are enrolled in the Religious Education Pro
gram.  Those that made their Confirmation in 2021 are welcome 
to attend but are encouraged to enroll in our after Confirmation 
class.  We will set a weekend for selling products after each of 
the Masses to earn money.  The cost of the trip is: $300, and 
this includes the weekend, food, lodging, transportation, and tee 
shirt.  It is an awesome event for our young parishioners and 
helps them meet others of the same Faith.  The trip is 18-20 
February, and the needed paperwork must be done by 20 De
cember, so come to the meeting ready to fill out the paper
work.  Thank you in advance and see you all on the 14 of De
cember.  334-540-5329  

Teacher recruitment- our parish is blessed with a great team of 

teacher volunteers for our CCD program.   We are still in need of 
more volunteers for this coming year.  Please consider joining us and 
be part of the most wonderful team of volunteers!  

PRAY FOR OUR SICK: J im Kehoe, 
Wyatt Gordon, Yvonne Brumbeloe, Jim 
Eberharth, Harry Sellers, Stephanie 
Ayinde, Annabelle Mougnimben.  

PRAYER CHAIN: We want to help you storm 
heaven with special requests. Call Irene at (706) 

Marriage Minute 
Take a look at your schedule the 
next few weeks. Is your family 
“booked” or split up most evenings, 
or do you have time to be together? 
There’s still time to make Advent 

prayerful and peaceful.  

WHAT IS YOUR CATHOLIC IQ 

1. Sprinkling the congregation with holy water is a reminder of 
our 
(a) baptism; (c) confirmation; (c) First Communion; (d) mortal
ity 

2. In older church buildings the long central part extending 
from the entry to the altar is called the 

(a) ambo; (b) belfry; (c) credenza; (d) nave 

3. If we stop by a church to make a visit to the Blessed Sacra
ment 
(a) we must pray a Rosary; (b) we must cover our head; (c) we 
should pray an Our Father; (d) no set prayer is required 

4. The seven traditional gifts of the Holy Spirit as given in Isai
ah are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety, and 

(a) fear of the Lord; (b) hope; (c) efficiency; (d) cleanliness 

5. The Latin words Adoramus Te, Christe mean 
(a) Thanks be to God; (b) Come, Holy Spirit; (c) We adore 
You, 0 Christ; (d) Glory to God in the highest 

Answers are in the back!                                                          

December 12, 2021   Luke 3:10-18 

Clearing the way 

     Ever tried to pull a kid’s wagon or 
stroller across an open field? You move 
about three steps and thunk! a front 

wheel is stuck. A quick adjustment frees the front, but a 
tree branch immediately blocks the back wheels. A grumble 
and some bruised fingers later, you’re moving again only to 
find a rut has toppled the wagon entirely. It’s a frustrating 
and inefficient process.  

     The road of faith can be much the same. Our hearts too 
often are unplowed fields strewn with the rocks of selfish-
ness and laziness, littered with unused gifts. Mired in such 
fields of frustration our little wagons of faith topple over 
and are left to rust. So how do we start those sunken 
wheels spinning again? Read the story of John the Baptist. 
He found people stranded on the road to God and helped 
them name the boulders of sin that blocked their path. 
John “cleared the way” for Jesus to reach people by faith-
fully plowing their hearts with repentance and baptism. 
Stuck in a rut today? Reach for the plough, dig in and root 
out that sin. You’ll find the Master gently reaching down to 
lovingly push your little wagon back onto the road of faith.     
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Seconds To Go  
Thrift Store 

607 16th Street, Phenix City, AL 36867 

Our second hand store will be open 
every Wednesday and Friday 

From 10am to 2pm 

All profits go to Lazarus Outreach Come see Us! 
 

We are in need of winter items: Coats, Hats, Gloves, 
Warm Blankets, Sweaters, etc. 
 

LAZARUS OUTREACH CENTER 
Important Update: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
service hours have changed. Please call 706-315-7689 to 
make an appointment. 

LADY OF GUADALUPE: Please join us as we 
honor and remember the miracle that happened on 
Tepeyac Hill in Mexico when Our Blessed Mother 
came to us in a time of need and left behind a message 
of love and compassion, and her universal promise of 
help and protection to all mankind.  
 

Festivities to Our Lady here in St. Patrick Parish 
will be as follow:  

Novena in St. Patrick Parish 

Friday Dec. 10: 7:00pm 

Saturday Dec 11: 6:30pm 
Sunday, Dec. 12th: Mañanitas @ 5am in St. Pats 

              There will not be a Spanish Mass in  

              St. Patrick this day. 

Procession and Mass @ 11am in St. Joseph Holy 
Trinity, 1444 Hwy 165, Ft. Mitchell, AL 36856.      

We encourage everyone to come dressed in their 
country of origin’s traditional dress. See you there!  

Happy Birthday! 
 

Dec 10: Nerida A. Morales 

Dec. 12 Martin Gaertner 

Dec 14: Mary Wilburn 

Dec. 15: Pat Sellers 

Dec 17: Pope Francis 
              Toni White 

Dec 20: Cathy Sellers 

              Susan Temple 

Dec 25: Feliz Cumpleaños Jesus! 

Dec. 28; Melodee Gaertner 

Dec 30: Leah Hamilton 
 

Congratulations on your Anniversary! 

Dec 19: Tommy & Donna wedding anniversary 

Dec. 31: Bill & Lisa Flatt wedding anniversary  

NEW PEWS: The old pews are for sale 
$125 each, first come first serve. Please 
see Fr. Dave or call the office if you will 
like to buy one. ONLY ONE LEFT! 


