
Wills, Power of Attorney, 
Adult Guardianship  
& Conservatorship 

 

THOMAS  F. WORTHY 

Attorney at Law, LLC 

 

Call Today! (706) 289-0638  

                Knights of Columbus 

#13415 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need a Few Good Men 
Want to join Us? 

Call Rob (706) 326-7662 

PHILLIPS & SELLERS, P.C. 
Attorneys at Law 

Licensed in GA & AL 
 

411 21st Street                           Family Law &  

Columbus, GA                      Criminal Defense 

(706) 653-7151 

In Thanksgiving 
for 

 
 

The Missionary  
Servants of the Most 

Holy Trinity  

Virginia’s Flowers  
& Gourmet Gifts  

 

131 Columbus Pkwy 
Opelika, AL 36801 

(334) 749-1517 

Melissa Weaver—Owner 

Saint Patrick Catholic Church 
1502 Broad Street,  Phenix City, AL 36867 

Telephone: (334) 298-9025      

E-mail: stpats123@gmail.com       Website: stpatsphenixcity.org  

 Pastor: Rev. David Hamm, S.T.   

 “Every Catholic 
an Apostle”   

PARISH OFFICE: Open from 
9am to 3pm Monday to Friday. 
OFFICE STAFF:  
Rev. David Hamm, S.T. 
Rev. Raul Vasques, S.T. 
Rev. Victor Perez,, S.T. 
Parish Secretary 
Zuly Horner (334) 298-9025  

Religious Education 
Lisa Flatt (334)540-5329 

Lazarus Outreach Center 
Mary Wilburn (334) 298-8552  
                        (706) 315-7689  
 

 

NOTES ON COVID– 19 
Face Mask—Social Distance 

 

• Do not come to Church if you 
are feeling sick.  

• Sanitize your hands at enter-
ing and exiting the Church.  

• The use of Face Mask its 
HIGHLY RECOMENDED! 

      Thank you for your  
       cooperation.  Keep safe.   
 

Mass Schedule  
English Masses:   Sat: 5:30pm 
                              Sun: 8:00am   
                                       11:30am  
                             Wed: 12:05pm 
followed with adoration till 2pm 
Spanish Mass: Sunday: 9:30am 
Holy days Mass will be announced 
separately.  
 

EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS:  
Father David: (229) 205-8520 
Father Raul: (229) 726-5481 
Father Victor: (334) 739-8920 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: By appointment. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
CHRISTMAS 2022 

  Christmas is a wonderful time of year. There are decorations, songs, gift-giving, 
and gatherings with loved ones. We have tried to make this season a light and hap-
py one because there is the joy that God became man. God took flesh in order to 
bring us salvation.  

But there is also a very serious side to the story of Christmas which we might over-
look because we have sought to make this such a festive time of year. Christmas is 
more than a festive tale; it is also a very serious story. 

  The Bible tells us that Mary and Joseph are away from home when it was time for 
the baby to be born. They are not home in Nazareth but are in Bethlehem. They 
find a makeshift place where the baby could be born, with all of the struggles in-
volved with that. Then, once the baby is born, shepherds arrive. We make the shep-
herds look nice in our nativity scenes but these were the guys who lived in the 
fields with animals. They were looked down upon and had a low reputation. Let us 
not dwell long on what they looked like or smelled like. I doubt that most of us 
would feel comfortable if one of them came and sat next to us in the pew. 

  Then men from some foreign country, probably not even speaking the language of 
Mary and Joseph, arrive bringing gifts. Mary and Joseph must have wondered what 
was happening. Then the civil authorities tried to find out where Mary and Joseph 
were so they could kill their baby. This is the story of struggles. We have made it a 
happy one because of the joy that God is bringing us salvation but we should not 
overlook the seriousness of the story. 

  The serious message of Christmas is not merely that Jesus came into the world at 
Bethlehem, but that He comes to us now. 

  Each one of us will one day stand before this baby and whether or not we are wel-
comed into His kingdom depends on whether we welcome Him here and now. 

How does the Lord come to us now? He comes in many ways. He comes to us in 
ordinary ways that are easy for us to overlook, as easy as it was for most of the 
people of Bethlehem not to realize who had come into their town. 

He comes to us through prayer. The Lord also comes to us in the Eucharist. The 
Lord comes to us in Scripture. He comes to us sometimes through the words of oth-
er people. When they challenge us in how we are living. When they challenge us to 
change. He comes to us in the poor. 

In all the ways the Lord comes to us here and now, we are to welcome Him into 
our lives as truly as Mary and Joseph did. We are to allow Him to change us into 
the person He calls us to be. 

  The Lord came into the world in Bethlehem, but the Lord comes to us now. In the 
beauty of this holy season, let us remember the Lord wishes to come to us, change 
us, abide in us. 

  This is the serious message of this happy season. Good people, what is the point 
of placing the statue of Jesus in the manger scene if we don't place Him into our 
hearts? 

  May this Christmas be a grace filled time to truly welcome the Lord into our lives. 
May you and your loved ones have a merry and holy Christmas. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

+Thomas J. Rodi  
Archbishop of Mobile 

Answers:  

1. b 
2. a 
3. d 
4. True 

ONLINE STREAMING: Saint 
Patrick Parish | 
Facebook if you 
don’t have a face-
book account, sim-

ple go in to our website: http:/
www.stpatsphenixcity.org/  and 
follow us on by simply clicking 
on the facebook logo. vx 

Today we put out the church envelopes for 2023 

I want to start my remarks by thanking you for your 
generosity in giving to St. Patrick Church this past 
year. I appreciate all you do. 

We have been Blessed. For me the reason we give at 
church is that we are giving back to God because we 
have been given much. 

I ask you to look at your giving this past year. I know 
times are difficult with inflation, but if you can in-
crease even a little for next year it will be very helpful. 

We often hear about tithing-giving ten percent back to 
God. For me the GOAL is full tithing: five percent to 
the regular Sunday Collection at Church and five per-
cent to other charities whether it is Catholic Charities, 
other second collections at church or other charities 
that appeal to you. 

Notice I said “GOAL.” It is hard to start at ten percent 
but it can be something to work toward. 

So, I encourage you to think about your giving and 
make plans for next year. Using the envelopes regular-
ly is very good. I have found that using online giving 
can be even better if you can do that. Think about it 
and decided. If we have your email address you will be 
receiving a letter from me with more about online giv-
ing and instructions on how to enroll in eGiving on 
ParishSoft (our parish data program) 

Thank you very much for all you do. 

                                                     Fr. Dave. 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS: We will cele-
brate First Friday Mass on January 06, 
2022 @ 5:30pm, followed by Holy Hour 
until 8pm. Hope to see you all there! 
 

THE BEAUTY OF THE CATHOLIC 
FAITH: Next Class: January 03, 2023! 

Get ready for Christmas! 
Father David will be listening confession 
on Wednesday, December 21  after the 
noon Mass till 1:30pm   

December 2022 Schedule 

Dic. 16th to 23rd: 7:00pm  every night @ Parish Hall 

Christmas Posadas! What are posadas? The word posada 

means inn or lodging, and traditionally posadas are a celebra-
tion of the Christmas story. They take place on nine nights from     
December 16 to 24 and commemorate the Virgin Mary and St. 
Joseph's search for a place to stay where Jesus could be born  

Saturday, December 24, 2022  Christmas Eve 

6:00pm Spanish 

10:00pm English 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022 Merry Christmas! 

8:00am English 

9:30am Spanish 

11:30am English 

Saturday December 31, 2022  

Mass at 5:30 pm  

Happy New Year 2023 
Sunday January 1, 2023  

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

8:00am English 

9:30am Spanish 

11:30am English 



 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 December 18, 2022 

 

Regular Collection: $3,970 
THANK YOU! 

 

  Please take the time to visit our parish’s  website: 
stpatsphenixcity.org  to sign up for online giving its 
safe and you decide when and how much you will 

like to give. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is Good!  
All the Time! 

 

All the Time! 
God is Good!  

  

This weekend we have two exciting things         
going on! Our Whole Family Event! Saturday, 
17 December at 10:00 – 1:00, bring a dish to 
share.  We will be talking about Christmas 
and making a COOL wreath!   
We will have a Confirmation Sacrament make up day! 
We have been missing too much class! Remember that 
attendance is taken….so this make- up day will give you 
time to add 2 days to your attendance.  You know if you 
have missed days! If you are not sure…I can let you 
know if you should come.  The date for make-up will be 
28 January 10-1.  

Important dates: Dec. 11, 25, 2022 and Jan. 1, 

2023. NO CLASSES! 
  The time is flying by and here Advent! That means our 
Jesse, Good Deed tree is coming!  Start thinking now of 
something you can do for Advent! A good deed on your 
own, or as family! Be creative and have fun! The person 
who does the most good deeds receives a very nice gift! 
Let’s have a GREAT big PARTICIPATION this 
year!  The following prizes are given: Student Pre K – 
2nd grade,  Student 3rd – 8th grade, 9th – 12th grade 
and adult Spanish Speaker, and adult English             
Speaker!  Lisa Flatt.  (334)540-5329. 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Mark  Sebo, Pe-
ter Power, Jim Kehoe,    Wyatt Gordon, 
Magaly Vazquez, Jim Eberharth, Stephanie 
Ayinde, Annabelle Mougnimben, Maria 
O’Malley, Luis Hernandez, Mike & Bren-

da Braxon,  

PRAYER CHAIN: We want to help you storm heav-
en with special requests. Call Irene at (706) 888-1684.  

Marriage Minute 
Surprise your honey with 
an early Christmas gift. It 
doesn’t have to be expen-
sive—fix his favorite dish 
or give her a back massage.  

WHAT IS YOUR CATHOLIC IQ 

1. Which is an accurate statement of the Christian       
doctrine of the Trinity? a. There are three true Gods: the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; b. The Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit are different aspects or persons 
of the one true God; c. The Son and the Holy Spirit are 
servants of God the Father; d. The Son is the servant of 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit is the servant of the 
Son 

2. Who said, “Go and make disciples of all nations,      
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit”? a. Jesus only; b. Paul only; c. 
Peter only; d. Jesus, Paul and Peter 

3. To whom was Jesus speaking when He said, “I tell 
you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God       
unless he is born of the water and the Spirit? a. Mary 
Magdalene; b. Peter; c. Pontius Pilate; d. Nicodemus 

4. True or False? The Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost are 
the same? 

True False 
Answers are in the back!                                                          

December 18,  2022                      Mt 1:18-24 
 

Unreasonable demands 

There is a time in all our lives when we 
face something unthinkable and over-

whelming. Instinctively we cry at the heavens,  it’s not 
fair! How can you make such unreasonable demands? 
Ah, but think for a minute. Remember Sarah over 90 
and pregnant, Noah’s ark in the desert, David facing a 
giant with a slingshot? What about Mary, a virgin and 
pregnant at the same time? Or God becoming human to 
die on the cross? Time and again we are faced with 
God’s willingness to do unexpected, unreasonable 
things in the lives of His children.  

Poor Joseph didn’t stand a chance either. Faced with 
marriage to an unfaithful, pregnant woman, he planned a 
private divorce to avoid scandal. But God’s ways are not 
man’s ways. He gave Joseph an “unreasonable” de-
mand: marry her anyway and help her raise the Son of 
God. Think you could do it? Well, neither did Joseph 
probably, but he had the same miraculous gift we all do. 
When we step out in faith to meet God’s unreasonable 
demands, God also provides unending grace and power 
to see us through.           ©Copyright 2007 C L Enterprises                                                                                                                                                 

Happy Birthday! 
Dec 14: Mary Wilburn 

Dec. 15: Pat Sellers 

Dec. 20: Cathy Sellers 

               Susan Temple 

Dec. 25: Happy Birthday Jesus! 

               Eric Powers 

Dec. 28; Melodee Gaertner 

Dec. 30: Leah Hamilton 

Dec. 31: Carlos A. Trent 
 

Congratulations on your Anniversary! 

Dec. 19: Tommy & Donna Worthy  

Dec. 31: Bill & Lisa Flatt wedding  

Rachel’s Vineyard Abortion Healing Weekend    
Retreat: Have you been Emotionally and Spiritual-
ly impacted by a past Abortion experience? We 
would like to invite you to a weekend healing re-
treat on Feb. 10-12, 2023. For information or to reg-
ister: Contact Deb Penzak at Hismer-
cy4you@hotmail.com  or(240)423-6083 or 

 Readings from Dec 18—25, 2022 
12/18: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
           Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24  
12/19: JGS 13:2-7, 24-25A; LK 1:5-25  
12/20: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38  
12/21: SG 2:8-14; LK 1:39-45  
12/22: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56  
12/23: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66  
12/24: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;  
             Mt 1:1-25  
12/25: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  

Christmas Time in the Pines 

DRIVE THRU EVENT  

Open to the Public of all ages!  

       5 Nights Only!  

$5 suggested Donation  

Dec. 16, 17, 18, 22 7 23! from 6:30—8:30pm EST 

107 Holy Trinity Road,  Ft. Mitchell, AL  

 (334) 855-4474 

ULTREYA: The next Ultreya for the Columbus, Ft. 
Benning and Phenix City Cursillo Community will 
be held on Saturday, January 7, in the meeting room 
at St. Anne’s following the 9:00 am Mass.  All Cur-
sillistas and anyone interested in learning more about 
Cursillo are urged join us for Mass and the Ultreya. 

For information about Cursillo and upcoming events, 
call Bob Spano at 706-304-4457 or Louie Robinson 
at 706-464-5911. 

St. Patrick Parish  
Lazarus Outreach 

Seconds To Go Thrift Store 
607 16th Street, Phenix City, AL 36867 

Our second hand store will be open  every 
Wednesday and Friday From 10am to 2pm 
FOOD PANTRY Do not forget to bring items 
for the Food Pantry.  We do have a box in the 
rear of church for non-perishable items, 
sealed in the original wrapping.  As the         
holidays draw near, the Pantry receives a 
higher number of requests.   

Donations of: House hold goods, kitchen 
items,  Baby items layette and little shoes; 

winter clothing, coats, gloves, hats for all ag-
es and blankets are needed.  Come see Us! 

Lazarus Center Please call 706 315-7689  

The Legend of the Creche 

According to tradition, the Christmas Creche, 
or Crib as we know it, was first used by St. Fran-
cis, displayed in a cave and lighted by torches. He 
celebrated his Christmas services with the Nativity 
scene as his altar. This tradition became popular at 
churches, homes and public sites, evolving into 
the nativity sets in many homes today.  Unlike the 
now familiar representation of a manger inside an 
open sided stable, however, St Francis’ cave 
harked back to an earlier legend which placed the 
Christ Child’s birth inside a cave.  In fact this be-
lief was so strong that Christmas –pilgrimages to a 
cave associated with the legend were popular as 
early as the third century.  But whether cave or 
stable, displaying a nativity scene means the hon-
oring of Christ’s humble arrival as the Son of God 
on earth. May we ever thank and praise Him for it.  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: The parish office will be 
closed on Friday, December 23, Monday 25, and 
Tuesday 27, in observance to the Christmas Holidays. 
Merry Christmas to Y’All!  


