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Saint Patrick Catholic Church 
1502 Broad Street,  Phenix City, AL 36867 

Telephone: (334) 298-9025      

E-mail: stpats123@gmail.com       Website: stpatsphenixcity.org  

 Pastor: Rev. David Hamm, S.T.   

 “Every Catholic 
an Apostle”   

PARISH OFFICE: Open from 
9am to 3pm Monday to Friday. 
OFFICE STAFF:  
Rev. David Hamm, S.T. 
Rev. Raul Vasques, S.T. 
Rev. Victor Perez,, S.T. 
Parish Secretary 
Zuly Horner (334) 298-9025  

Religious Education 
Lisa Flatt (334)540-5329 

Lazarus Outreach Center 
Mary Wilburn (334) 298-8552  
                        (706) 315-7689  
 

 

NOTES ON COVID– 19 
Face Mask—Social Distance 

 

• Do not come to Church if you 
are feeling sick.  

• Sanitize your hands at enter-
ing and exiting the Church.  

• The use of Face Mask its 
HIGHLY RECOMENDED! 

      Thank you for your  
       cooperation.  Keep safe.   
 

Mass Schedule  
English Masses:   Sat: 5:30pm 
                              Sun: 8:00am   
                                       11:30am  
                             Wed: 12:05pm 
followed with adoration till 2pm 
Spanish Mass: Sunday: 9:30am 
Holy days Mass will be announced 
separately.  
 

EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS:  
Father David: (229) 205-8520 
Father Raul: (229) 726-5481 
Father Victor: (334) 739-8920 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: By appointment. 

The Nativity of the Lord 
CHRISTMAS 2022 

  Christmas is a wonderful time of year. There are decorations, songs, gift-giving, 
and gatherings with loved ones. We have tried to make this season a light and hap-
py one because there is the joy that God became man. God took flesh in order to 
bring us salvation.  

But there is also a very serious side to the story of Christmas which we might over-
look because we have sought to make this such a festive time of year. Christmas is 
more than a festive tale; it is also a very serious story. 

  The Bible tells us that Mary and Joseph are away from home when it was time for 
the baby to be born. They are not home in Nazareth but are in Bethlehem. They 
find a makeshift place where the baby could be born, with all of the struggles in-
volved with that. Then, once the baby is born, shepherds arrive. We make the shep-
herds look nice in our nativity scenes but these were the guys who lived in the 
fields with animals. They were looked down upon and had a low reputation. Let us 
not dwell long on what they looked like or smelled like. I doubt that most of us 
would feel comfortable if one of them came and sat next to us in the pew. 

  Then men from some foreign country, probably not even speaking the language of 
Mary and Joseph, arrive bringing gifts. Mary and Joseph must have wondered what 
was happening. Then the civil authorities tried to find out where Mary and Joseph 
were so they could kill their baby. This is the story of struggles. We have made it a 
happy one because of the joy that God is bringing us salvation but we should not 
overlook the seriousness of the story. 

  The serious message of Christmas is not merely that Jesus came into the world at 
Bethlehem, but that He comes to us now. 

  Each one of us will one day stand before this baby and whether or not we are wel-
comed into His kingdom depends on whether we welcome Him here and now. 

How does the Lord come to us now? He comes in many ways. He comes to us in 
ordinary ways that are easy for us to overlook, as easy as it was for most of the 
people of Bethlehem not to realize who had come into their town. 

He comes to us through prayer. The Lord also comes to us in the Eucharist. The 
Lord comes to us in Scripture. He comes to us sometimes through the words of oth-
er people. When they challenge us in how we are living. When they challenge us to 
change. He comes to us in the poor. 

In all the ways the Lord comes to us here and now, we are to welcome Him into 
our lives as truly as Mary and Joseph did. We are to allow Him to change us into 
the person He calls us to be. 

  The Lord came into the world in Bethlehem, but the Lord comes to us now. In the 
beauty of this holy season, let us remember the Lord wishes to come to us, change 
us, abide in us. 

  This is the serious message of this happy season. Good people, what is the point 
of placing the statue of Jesus in the manger scene if we don't place Him into our 
hearts? 

  May this Christmas be a grace filled time to truly welcome the Lord into our lives. 
May you and your loved ones have a merry and holy Christmas. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

+Thomas J. Rodi  
Archbishop of Mobile 

Answers:  
1. b) Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange was the foundress of the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence, the first congregation of women religious of 
African descent. 

2. d) The Eastern Catholic Church has kept the Sacraments of Initia-
tion united. In the West, the celebration of Confirmation has been 
reserved to the bishop to emphasize the universality of the Church. 

3. d) Hermits practice the eremitic life in order to "manifest to every-
one the interior aspect of the mystery of the Church, that is, personal 
intimacy with Christ" (CCC, n. 921). 

4. a) When the priest offers the prayer of absolution in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, he prays that the penitent may receive pardon and 
peace from God. 

5. (c) Inspired by Mary's message at Fatima in 1917, Catholics 
prayed that Russia would turn from Communism to her Christian 
roots. 

ONLINE STREAMING: Saint 
Patrick Parish | 
Facebook if you 
don’t have a face-
book account, sim-

ple go in to our website: http:/
www.stpatsphenixcity.org/  and 
follow us on by simply clicking 
on the facebook logo. vx 

Today we put out the church envelopes for 2023 
I want to start my remarks by thanking you for your gen-
erosity in giving to St. Patrick Church this past year. I 
appreciate all you do. 
We have been Blessed. For me the reason we give at 
church is that we are giving back to God because we have 
been given much. 
I ask you to look at your giving this past year. I know 
times are difficult with inflation, but if you can increase 
even a little for next year it will be very helpful. 

We often hear about tithing-giving ten percent back to 
God. For me the GOAL is full tithing: five percent to the 
regular Sunday Collection at Church and five percent to 
other charities whether it is Catholic Charities, other sec-
ond collections at church or other charities that appeal to 
you. 

Notice I said “GOAL.” It is hard to start at ten percent but 
it can be something to work toward. 
So, I encourage you to think about your giving and make 
plans for next year. Using the envelopes regularly is very 
good. I have found that using online giving can be even 
better if you can do that. Think about it and decided. If 
we have your email address you will be receiving a letter 
from me with more about online giving and instructions 
on how to enroll in eGiving on ParishSoft (our parish da-
ta program) 

Thank you very much for all you do.      Fr. Dave. 

December 2022 Schedule 
Saturday, December 24, 2022  Christmas Eve 

6:00pm Spanish 

10:00pm English 

Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022 Merry Christmas! 

8:00am English 

9:30am Spanish 

11:30am English 

Saturday December 31, 2022  

Mass at 5:30 pm  

Happy New Year 2023 
Sunday January 1, 2023  

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  
8:00am English 

9:30am Spanish 

11:30am English 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: The parish office 
will be closed on Friday, December 23, Monday 
26, and Tuesday 27, in observance to the Christ-
mas Holidays.  

Merry Christmas to Y’All!  



 The Nativity of the Lord 
 December 25, 2022 

 

Regular Collection: $3,159 
THANK YOU! 

 

  Please take the time to visit our parish’s  website: 
stpatsphenixcity.org  to sign up for online giving its 
safe and you decide when and how much you will 

like to give. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is Good!  
All the Time! 

 

All the Time! 
God is Good!  

  

NO CLASSES!: Dec. 25, 2022  
Merry Christmas!!!!  

and Jan. 1, 2023.  
Happy New Year!!! 

Your teachers of Religious Education want to wish 
you a VERY Merry Christmas! Christ is BORN! 

Stop by and see our 12 Days of Christmas Tree! The win-
ners of the Jesse/Good Deed Tree are: 

Eduardo Ordaz Bustos 

Guillermo Vazquez 

Nilsa Torres 

Zuleyda Benitez 
Congratulations! Keep up the good works! 

We will have a Confirmation Sacrament make up day! We 
have been missing too much class! Remember that           
attendance is taken….so this make- up day will give you 
time to add 2 days to your attendance.  You know if you 
have missed days! If you are not sure…I can let you know 
if you should come.  The date for make-up will be 28      
January 10-1.  

PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Mark  Sebo, Pe-
ter Power, Jim Kehoe,    Wyatt Gordon, 
Magaly Vazquez, Jim Eberharth, Stephanie 
Ayinde, Annabelle Mougnimben, Maria 
O’Malley, Luis Hernandez, Mike & Bren-

da Braxon,  

PRAYER CHAIN: We want to help you storm heav-
en with special requests. Call Irene at (706) 888-1684.  

Marriage Minute 
As Christmas draws closer, the     
flurry of stress and activity             
intensifies. Be sure to make time for 
quiet and prayer with your family to 

prepare your hearts for Christ’s birth.  

WHAT IS YOUR CATHOLIC IQ 

1. In 1828, this woman and her companions established the 
first Catholic school for African-American children in the 
United States. 

a) Angela Merici b) Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange 
c) Mother Catherine McAuley d) Mother May I 

2. In the Eastern Catholic Church, these two Sacraments are 
conferred by the priest when an infant is baptized.    a) Pen-
ance, Confirmation b) Penance, Eucharist  c) Anointing of 
the Sick, Confirmation   d) Confirmation, Eucharist. 
3. The eremitic life refers to the life lived by those who are 
a) consecrated virgins b) martyrs c) cloistered monks d) 
hermits 
4. In the prayer of absolution in the Sacrament of Reconcil-
iation, the priest says- "Through the ministry of the Church, 
may God give you _____ 

a) pardon and peace" b) peace and quiet" c) courage and 
strength"  d) wisdom and understanding" 
5. During the Cold War, Catholics commonly prayed for 
the of Russia. 

a) defeat b) elimination c) conversion d) sanctification 

 
Answers are in the back!                                                          

The language of love 
     Joy to the world. Peace on earth. 
Good will to all mankind. How many 
times have you seen these phrases this 
Advent season? We can speak, sing, 

even pray the words without giving a second thought to 
their deeper meaning. Words of love and hope have be-
come empty sounds that echo through our minds with-
out ever taking root. 

    Not so the Word of God. When He speaks truth, all 
creation stills to hear Him. A single word from His lips 
brought the universe into being. A whispered word and 
His children took their first breath in Eden. Then when 
the world had abandoned the true path, God spoke His 
most precious Word and a Savior was born. This price-
less gift would grow into a Messiah whose words 
calmed the sea, healed the blind, raised the dead. The 
Word who forgave each of us even as He hung bleeding 
on a cross. 

    Stop and listen to that blessed Word whose birth we 
celebrate today. Can you hear His voice calling a mes-
sage of grace and salvation?  Will you recognize the true 
language of love when you hear it?      
©Copyright 2007 C L Enterprises                                                                                                                                                 

Happy Birthday! 
Dec. 25: Happy Birthday Jesus! 

               Eric Powers 

Dec. 28; Melodee Gaertner 

Dec. 30: Leah Hamilton 

Dec. 31: Carlos A. Trent 
 

Congratulations on your Anniversary! 

Dec. 19: Tommy & Donna Worthy  

Dec. 31: Bill & Lisa Flatt wedding  

Rachel’s Vineyard Abortion Healing Weekend Retreat: 
Have you been Emotionally and Spiritually impacted by a 
past Abortion experience? We would like to invite you to a 
weekend healing retreat on Feb. 10-12, 2023.  

For information or to register: Contact Deb Penzak at      
Hismercy4you@hotmail.com  or(240)423-6083 or 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS: We will celebrate First Friday Mass 
on January 06, 2022 @ 5:30pm, followed by Holy Hour until 
8pm. Hope to see you all there! 
 

THE BEAUTY OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH: Next Class: 
January 03, 2023! 

 Readings from Dec 25, 2022– Jan 01, 2023 
12/24: Vigil Mass 

Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25  
12/25: The Nativity of the Lord 

          Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  
12/26: Feast of Saint Stephen, first martyr 

           ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59; MT 10:17-22  
12/27: Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist  
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a and 2-8  
12/28: Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs 

          1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18  
12/29: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35  
12/30: Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  
12/31: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18  
01/01: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of God: Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21  

ULTREYA: The next Ultreya will be held on Saturday, January 7, 
in the meeting room at St. Anne’s following the 9:00 am Mass.  All 
Cursillistas and anyone interested in learning more about Cursillo 
are urged join us for Mass and the Ultreya. 

For information call Bob at 706-304-4457 or Louie Robinson at 706
-464-5911. 

St. Patrick Parish  
Lazarus Outreach 

Seconds To Go Thrift Store 
607 16th Street, Phenix City, AL 36867 

Our second hand store will be open  every 
Wednesday and Friday From 10am to 2pm 
FOOD PANTRY Do not forget to bring items 
for the Food Pantry.  We do have a box in the 
rear of church for non-perishable items, 
sealed in the original wrapping.  As the         
holidays draw near, the Pantry receives a 
higher number of requests.   

Donations of: House hold goods, kitchen 
items,  Baby items layette and little shoes; 

winter clothing, coats, gloves, hats for all ag-
es and blankets are needed.  Come see Us! 

Lazarus Center Please call 706 315-7689  

The gift of a child  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The darkest time in the year, 

The poorest place in the town, 

Cold, and a taste of fear, 

Man and woman alone. 

What can we hope for here? 

More light than we can learn. 

More strength than we can treasure. 

More love than we can earn. 

More peace than we can measure. 

Because one Child is born 

As though a single flake 

Of snow touching the earth 

Would all our thirsting slake 

And turn all death to birth 

Bidding our spirits wake. 

To what makes the many one. 

The deep solicitude 

Which bred both star and bone 

Claiming, by stable and rood, 

God's will to be our own. 


