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Guidelines for Christ the King Parish Pastoral Council 

Preamble 

The Parish Council has served the people of Christ the King as one of the ways of promoting and 

enabling cooperation in the local faith community.  Changes in the structure and tasks of this 

body reflect the need for assessment and revision common to all groups.  As such, the Guidelines 

of 2012 stand in continuity with the 1989 Parish Council Constitution.  In keeping with the local 

Parish’s communion with the particular (diocesan) and universal church, the 2012 Guidelines are 

modeled after the Norms for Parish Pastoral Councils in the Diocese of Tulsa promulgated 1989, 

and the 1983 Code of Canon Law. 

Article I – Authority and Organization 

The Priest appointed the Pastor of Christ the King Catholic Church shall be vested with the 

ultimate authority over and responsibility for the affairs and operations of the Parish, including 

Marquette School.  The Parish Council, the Permanent Boards and Special Committees 

authorized herein shall be consultative to the Pastor as to all Pastoral Matters of the Parish, 

except to the extent the Pastor has delegated authority to a board, committee or person to act in 

his place and stead. 

Article II – Structure of the Council 

Section 1.  The Council shall be comprised of lay members who have been appointed and/or 

elected. All members of the Council shall be members of the Parish, in full communion with the 

Catholic Church.  No member of the Parish staff shall serve as a member of the Council.  The 

Pastor may name the Priest Associates ex officio members of the Council.  

Section 2.  Non-committee representative members shall serve a three-year term, which can be 

renewed once.  A member who has completed two consecutive terms may be re-elected or re-

appointed but must have a year waiting period before being re-elected or re-appointed.  Any 

vacancy on the Council shall be filled by appointment by the Pastor, after consultation with the 

remaining members of the Council, and such appointment shall be made within one month of the 

occurrence of the vacancy. 

Section 3.  Elections /appointments to fill the positions of members whose terms have expired 

shall be held in May of each year, and new members shall assume their positions on August 1 of 
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that year.  Any member of the Parish 21 years of age or older, subject to the provisions of section 

1, and who has been on the Parish rolls for the preceding twelve months, shall be eligible for 

election or appointment to the Council. 

Section 4.  The following roles and responsibilities within the council are designated by the 

pastor:  

 Chairperson:  At the Pastor’s delegation, preside at all regular and special meetings of the 

Council, and with the Pastor and others, develop an agenda for each meeting. 

 Secretary:  Keep and prepare for distribution at each meeting the minutes of the previous 

meeting, post minutes on the Parish bulletin board, and take whatever other steps as are 

necessary to keep the Parish advised of the actions of the Council.  

Section 5. Terms of the office of members of the Council shall be staggered to minimize the 

number of new members joining the Council each year.  In the case of vacancies which occur for 

reasons other than expiration of the term, the Pastor shall appoint a replacement according to the 

provisions of Section 2 of the Article, and should less than one-half of the unexpired term 

remain, the appointee shall be eligible for election of appointment to two terms following 

expiration of the term without waiting one year.   

Section 6. The Council shall deliberate matters brought before it and attempt to arrive at a 

consensus.   

Article III – Meetings 

Section 1.  Meetings shall be held in a convenient place designated by the chairperson, and the 

location included in the agenda.   At each meeting, the date and time of the next meeting shall be 

decided, and the chair shall have that information published in the Parish bulletin.  Generally, 

meetings are held monthly. 

Section 2. All meetings of the Council shall be open to all parish members.  Special meetings 

may be called by the Pastor, chairman or any three members by giving all members notice. 

Section 3. No meeting shall be held without the Pastor.  A quorum shall consist of the Pastor and 

a majority of the members. 

Article IV – Removal of Member 

Before the conclusion of his or her term, a member is removed from the Council when the Pastor 

either accepts his or her free resignation, or confirms that the member has transferred to another 

Parish, or has formally withdrawn from either the local parish or the Catholic Church.  For grave 

cause, a member likewise may be removed by the Pastor. 
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Article V – Amendments 

The Pastor may amend, alter or repeal these Guidelines.  Any changes must conform to the 1983 

Code of Canon Law, and to the Norms for Parish Pastoral Councils in the Diocese of Tulsa 

promulgated in 1989. 

 

CODE OF CANON LAW 

CHAPTER V. 

THE PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Can. 511 In every diocese and to the extent that pastoral circumstances suggest it, a pastoral 

council is to be constituted which under the authority of the bishop investigates, considers, and 

proposes practical conclusions about those things which pertain to pastoral works in the diocese. 

Can. 512 §1. A pastoral council consists of members of the Christian faithful who are in full 

communion with the Catholic Church—clerics, members of institutes of consecrated life, and 

especially laity—who are designated in a manner determined by the diocesan bishop. 

§2. The Christian faithful who are designated to a pastoral council are to be selected in such a 

way that they truly reflect the entire portion of the people of God which constitutes the diocese, 

with consideration given to the different areas of the diocese, social conditions and professions, 

and the role which they have in the apostolate whether individually or joined with others. 

§3. No one except members of the Christian faithful outstanding in firm faith, good morals, and 

prudence is to be designated to a pastoral council. 

Can. 513 §1. A pastoral council is constituted for a period of time according to the prescripts of 

the statutes which are issued by the bishop. 

§2. When the see is vacant, a pastoral council ceases. 

Can. 514 §1. A pastoral council possesses only a consultative vote. It belongs to the diocesan 

bishop alone to convoke it according to the needs of the apostolate and to preside over it; it also 

belongs to him alone to make public what has been done in the council. 

§2. The pastoral council is to be convoked at least once a year. 

 


