
 
 

Introduction of New Tapestries 

The Book of Revelations states: 

The twenty-four elders fall down 

before him who sits on the throne 

and worship him who lives 

forever and ever. They lay their 

crowns before the throne and say: 

“You are worthy, our Lord and 

God, to receive glory and honor 

and power, for you created all 

things, and by your will they were 

created and have their being” 

(Rev. 4:10-11). 

The description in this passage is 

re-enacted by the beautiful 

stained-glass windows that 

enclose our sacred space. All 

human kingship and splendor 

bow down before the magnificence of Christ who rules the world with the humility and 

the spotless holiness of a sacrificial lamb. 

The devout demeanor and gestures of these kingly figures direct the believer towards the 

golden mosaic that rises from the Tabernacle where Christ in the Eucharist sits as in a 

throne. In our sanctuary, everything leads to the Eucharist, and everything finds its 

source of strength in it. 

When Bishop Mueggenborg studied the old plans carefully designed by Barry Byrnes, he 

quickly deciphered the focal point of the sacred space and understood why this visionary 

architect had placed every piece as it was originally intended. Barry Byrne knew that 

Catholic worship is Christocentric, and therefore, Christ should be at the center. 

This realization made the parish initiate a gradual restoration of the integrity and 

cohesiveness of the sanctuary. At the same time, it aimed to enhance its liturgical 

significance with few additions: a replica of the old altar was built, the Tabernacle was 

placed in the center, and the four creatures representing the evangelists were designed 

and mounted in the four niches left void when the stations of the cross were relocated. 

An additional observation led the liturgical committee to focus on the two tapestries 

hanging on both sides of the altar. Old pictures of the sanctuary in its early days show 

Photo showing sanctuary with original tapestries hung on either side of the mosaic. 



these devotional banners depicting what appear to be saints in the celestial triumph of 

heaven. They are men and women of every race and tongue sanctified by grace partaking 

in the heavenly liturgy. For this reason, tapestries were commissioned to reinforce the 

devotion of our parishioners who participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as a 

foretaste of the beatific vision where we shall see God as he is (cf. 1Jn 3:2). 

The original saints could not be distinguished, and the fate of these tapestries remains 

unknown. For this reason, a discernment process began, and the selection of the new 

saints was made based on the spiritual influence of the saints in the local Catholic 

community. As a result, eight male saints and eight female saints were chosen. 

On the north side of the altar: St. John Paul II, St. Damien of Molokai, St. John Baptist de 

La Salle, St. Benedict (top), Bl. Stanley Rother, St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. 

John of the Cross (bottom). On the south side of the altar: St. Catherine of Siena, St. 

Katherine Drexel, St. Gianna Beretta Molla, St. Teresa of Calcutta (top), St. Teresa of Avila, 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, St. Monica, and St. Rita of Cascia (bottom). 

The facial pattern of these saints is similar, and the art deco lines are preserved. Beyond 

that, a deeper meaning emerges: the human condition, all subject to sin and decay, is 

elevated by grace to glory while respecting the uniqueness and diversity of the human 

person. In this list, saints from different genders, eras, races, languages, nationalities, 

states of life, and charism face in adoration the divine presence of Christ, King of the 

Universe in the Eucharist. 

My hope as the pastor is that the restitution of these tapestries will inspire you to grow 

closer to God in prayer and in the celebration of the sacraments. Please learn about these 

saints, imitate their faith, and implore their intercession as you continue your journey to 

the blessedness of heaven. 

By Fr. Elkin J. Gonzalez, pastor 

 


