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PRAYER TO
ST MICHAEL

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in our day of 
battle, protect us against the 
deceit and wickedness of the 
devil. May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray. And you, O prince of the 
heavenly host, by the power of God banish 
into hell Satan and all of the evil spirits who 
roam through the world seeking the ruin of 
souls. Amen.

Priests
Rev. Eugene Azorji

Rev. Juan Carlos Marin
Deacons

George Polcer, Andrew Tanner,
Juan Jorge Hernandez, 

Jose Vazquez, Patrick Hayes, Sid Little

Coordinator of Ministries: Evodio Vazquez
Business Manager:  Joe Olickan

Director of Music: Valerie Stagaman
Faith Formation Director 1-6: Christy Scott

Youth Ministry/Confirmation: Deandria Gonzalez
Facilities Manager: Deacon John Rapier

Facilities: Emilio Zavala
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Psalm  16 RESPONSORIAL  

Reproduced under permission of Licensingonline.org #621390 

In God’s Time M. D. Ridge 

1.  In God’s time, peace will come.  In God’s time, peace will come. 
We cannot wait ‘till then to build the kingdom, but in God’s time, peace will come. 

7.  In God’s time, the trumpet will sound, and in God’s time, we will rise. 
God will ask us then what we’ve done to build the kingdom, and in God’s time we will rise... 

M. D. Ridge, © 2012, World Library Publications 

Text & Music © 1965, 1973, WLP 

Lucien Deiss Grant to Us, O Lord 

1. Behold the days are coming, says the Lord our God,  
  when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel. 
2.   Deep within their being I will implant my Law;  I will write it in their hearts. 
3. I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
4. And for all their faults I will grant forgiveness; nevermore will I remember their sins. 
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Mass Intentions      November 17-24, 2018
Saturday, November 17	
5:00 pm	 Madeline Grace Lovett
Sunday, November 18		
8:00 am	 For the People
9:30 am	  Alvaro Acosta
	 Almas en Purgatorio
	 Antonio Alvarez
	  Francisco Vera 
11:30 am	  Richard Rodkey
2:00 pm	 Patricia Trejo
	 Jaime Solis Diaz 
	  Arturo & Andres Gonzalez
	  David Jurado & Carmelo 
6:00 pm	 Aron Gonzalez & Maria Luisa 	
	 Anaya
Monday, November 19	
8:00 am	  Maria F. Preciado
Tuesday, November 20	
5:30 pm	  Miriam Zapata de Trillos
	 Susan P. Lovett
Wednesday, November 21	
8:00 am	 Deceased members of the Cole 	
	 & Peries families
	 All souls in Purgatory, esp. our 	
	 deceased FOSS members
Thursday, November 22	
10:00 am	  Herbert Carroll	
Friday, November 23		
8:00 am	  Filomena Arroyo & Leonardo 	
	 Arroyo, Sr.
Saturday, November 24	
5:00 pm	 Deceased members

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 	 Vigil Mass 5:00 pm English 
Sunday: 	 8:00 am & 11:30 am English
Sunday: 	 9:30 am & 2:00 pm & 6:00 pm Spanish
Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, 	 Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 am
		  Tuesday & Thursday: 5:30 pm
Confessions: 	 Thursday: 6:00-7:00 pm
		  Saturdays: 3:30 pm-4:30 pm
Adoration: 	 Thursday 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
First Friday 	 8:30 am - 8:00 pm
After Hours: 	 Sick Call or Funeral 
		  Requests: 469-667-7324
Funerals: Contact Valerie Stagaman 
		  972-542-4667 ext 114.
Weddings: Contact Emy  Avendaño
		  972-542-4667 ext: 102.
Six months prior to wedding date.

We pray for those who need the healing 
touch of Christ

Oramos por aquellos necesitan el toque de 
Christ

Elodia Villa, Paul Brands, Easton Carpenter,  Jeff Gotes, 
Nelma Hyde, Ken LaForge, Ralph Flores, Chris Paul, 
Art Conlon, Jr. Don Radke,Len Skorcz, Dan Ramirez, 
Dorothy Ramirez,  Alex Cole, Orion Rodriguez, Tony 
Greise, Tom Niebuhr, Kathy Greise, Patrick Greise,  

Gwen Dayton, Doug Dayton, Connie Flores, 
Macias family, Chris Luck,

Marcie Roberts, Flora Hendrix, Cathy Hanusek, Kim 
Lenzer, Lewis Wells, Kevin Wells, Irene Wells, 

Kerman Joseba Iriarte,Barbara Falcon, Bob Menard, 
Vincent Macias, Maria Weddle, 

Rachel Mingura, Ofelia Sanchez, Christy Lane,
Lisa Hines, Alicia Solomon, Mary Derus, Ramón Angie 

Encizo, Hernandez, Susie Alvarez , 
Pedro Almendarez, Ryan Joseph Jose, Hank White, Jeff 

Cotses, Ricky Jackson, Cheryl Pushnack.

Please inform us of your loved one needing to be 
added to the prayer list,  please call the 

parish office @ 972-542-4667.
Names will remain on the list for 1 month, at which 

time you can 
re-submit their names for prayers

Para agregar o quitar a alguin de la lista de oraciones, 
por favor Ilama a la oficina.

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS SEASON
◊Thanksgiving November 22 10:00 am
◊Vigil Immaculate Conception Friday, 
	 December 7 • 5:30 pm • 7:00 pm Spanish
◊Immaculate Conception Saturday, 
	 December 8 • 9:00 am English • 
	 5:00 pm Second Sunday of Advent
◊Christmas Day December 25 11:30 am English
◊Christmas Day 2:00 pm Spanish
◊December 31 Monday Vigil Mary, 
	 Mother of God 5:30 pm English
◊January 1 Tuesday Mary Mother of God 
	 11:30 am Mass English • 2:00 pm Spanish
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18 DE NOVIEMBRE  -  TRIGÉSIMO TERCER DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
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Reproduced under permission of OneLicense.net #621390 

Humildes Gracias Tradicional 



Baptisms / Bautismos
Registrations for Baptism and Baptism Class 

are on 
	 Tuesdays:  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	 Wednesdays: 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Call the Church office for more information: 

972-542-4667

Registraciones para Bautismos y Pláticas 
Bautismales están 

	 Martes:  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	 Miércoles:  3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Por favor llama la oficina para mas 
información:  972-542-4667

Collection Totals for 
November 11
Regular Collection: $ 18,400.00
Building Fund: $ 3,334.00
Attendance:  3580

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
Will be placed on the altar in the church 
during the masses in November. You can sign 
the book with the names of those you want to 
be remembered.These prayers will remain on 
the altar through the month of November.

Ya pueden registrar los nombres de sus 
familiares fallecidos en el Libro de los 
Recuerdos, localizado debajo de la imagen 
de la Divina Misericordia, Estas oraciones 
permanecerán en el altar durante el mes de 
Noviembre.

Parish Calendar for the week of November 19th 2018.   
Monday, November 19th 
	 8:00 am - Mass - Chapel 
	 10:00 am - Prayers & Squares - Holy Family Hall
	 7:00 pm - CRSP Mujeres - S. Drake
	 7:00 pm - CRHP Women - CL 3 
	 7:00 pm - Jóvenes para Cristo - St. Rose Hall
	 7:00 pm - Legión de María - N. Drake
	 7:00 pm - CRSP Seguimiento Mujeres - St. Michael
	 7:00 pm - Grupo Emmanuel - Coro - CL 5
	 7:00 pm - FF Eucharistic Adoration for Children - Church 
Tuesday, November 20th  	  
	 2:00 pm - SVDP Food Distribution - Holy Family Hall
	 5:30 pm - Mass - Chapel
	 7:00 pm - Grupo Emmanuel - Iglesia
	 7:00 pm - NofC Officers Monthly Meeting - N. Drake  
	 7:00 pm - Pastoral Ministry Class - St. Rose Hall                                                                                               
Wednesday, November 21st    	  
	 8:00 am - Mass - Chapel
	 10:00 am - Women’s Bible Study - CL 3
	 5:00 pm - Wedding Rehearsal - Church
Thursday, November 22nd 
	 10:00 am - Thanksgiving Day Parish Mass - Church     
Friday, November 23rd                     
	 8:00 am - Mass - Chapel 
	 7:00 pm - 9:30 am Misa - Coro Ensayo - Holy Family Hall
Saturday, November 24th   
	 9:00 am - Baptism Class - Church  
	 11:00 am - Bautizos - Iglesia
	 1:00 pm - Wedding - Church
	 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm - Confessions - Church	
	 5:00 pm - Mass - Church
	 6:30 pm - Matachines - Iglesia                                                                                                                                     
Sunday, November 25th 
	 8:00 am - Mass - Church
	 9:30 am - Misa - Iglesia
	 11:30 am - Mass - Church
	 1:00 pm - 2pm Choir Rehearsal - Bride’s Room
	 2:00 pm - Misa - Iglesia
	 3:00 pm - Pastoral Juvenil Hispana - St. Michael
	 4:30 pm - 6pm Misa - Coro Ensayo - Bride’s Room
	 6:00 pm - Misa - Español - Iglesia
	 7:00 pm - Grupo Emmanuel - N. Drake
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The St Vincent de Paul Society of St Michael the 
Archangel is sponsoring 
the 2018 Magi Tree project.  
The Magi trees have been 
put up in the narthex and 
the north & south wings.
Please consider taking an 
ornament or two, which 
will put a big smile on the face of a needy child or 
senior.  It must be understood though, by taking 
an ornament, you intend on returning a wrapped 
gift with the ornament attached, per what is listed 
on the ornament and by the return date specified. 
Please return all gifts under the Magi Tree in the 
narthex.  Gift cards should be returned to the 
locked holiday mailbox in the narthex.   All gifts 
must be returned no later than December 3, 2018.
DO NOT CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WITH QUESTIONS OR INQUIRIES ABOUT 
THE MAGI TREE PROGRAM, CALL THE SVDP 
HELPLINE 214-314-5698
The members of the St Michael St Vincent de Paul 
Society thank you for your support.

La Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl de San Miguel 
Arcángel patrocina el proyecto 2018 Magi Tree. 
Los árboles de Magi han sido colocados en el 
nártex y en las alas norte y sur.
Por favor, considere tomar uno o dos adornos, ya 
que lo que se desea es que estos puedan traer una 
gran sonrisa y alegría a algún niño necesitado o 
bien de alguna persona mayor. Debe entenderse, 
que, si se toma un adorno, usted se tendrá la mejor 
intención de devolver el regalo envuelto con el 
adorno adjunto, de acuerdo a la necesidad que 
aparece en el adorno y por supuesto para la fecha 
de devolución especificada.
Por favor devuelva y coloque los regalos bajo el 
árbol Magi en el vestíbulo de la Iglesia. Las tarjetas 
de regalo deben depositarse dentro del buzón 
de correo de localizad en el vestíbulo. Todos los 
regalos deben ser devueltos a más tardar el 3 de 
diciembre del 2018.

THE POWER OF ONE
◊ One man can make a difference! 

◊ Become a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and united 
as Brothers, we can make the world 
better, one act of charity at a time..

◊ Serving our Catholic Church in 
communities, parishes, schools and 

neighborhoods across the world!

◊ The Knghts are the largest Catholic fraternal 
organization in the world, nearly 2 million strong.
If you would like to learn more about joining ask one of 

our ushers.
FUN FACTS DID YOU KNOW?
	 Knights provide ushering for all English Masses.
	 Our local Knights host the Annual Fish Fry 	
	 during Lent
 	Our local Knights help decorate the church for 	
	 Christmas
 	Our local Knights organize the spring cleaning 	
	 on the church grounds
	Knights sponsor the Annual Hike for Life

NEED A JOB? CAREER ALLIANCE CAN HELP!!!
On November 21 Career Alliance will present week 5 

of Be Mission Critical: Own Your Dream Career. 
This is a review of the prior 4 weeks and concludes the 
5-week program-initiated Oct. 17.
It is designed to help participants crack the hidden job 
market viaa start-to-finish job search methodology. 
The complete curriculum materials are available for 
purchase for $20.00.

9:00 to Noon, Wednesday, Nov 21 at 
St. Jude Career Alliance, 	
1515 N. Greenville, Allen, TX.

Open to all and free. For details contact jbick@
stjudeparish.com

Or www.stjudecareeralliance.net.

ON-LINE GIVING
Just go to our web site “stmichaelmckinney.org” 

and open the tag  for giving.
A great way to continue to support your 

parish financial needs.
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ENCOURAGEMENT

This Sunday’s Gospel is our final selection from Mark 
for this liturgical year. It is taken from the end of Jesus’ 
teaching in Jerusalem immediately preceding the account 
of his arrest and passion. In it Jesus gives his disciples hope 
to sustain them through his passion and death and any 
persecution or suffering that they would encounter after his 
resurrection. 

The words from the book of Daniel also provided hope 
and encouragement to the people of Daniel’s time. The 
encouragement in these scriptures is meant for us as well, 
for none of us will escape tribulation in our lives. Followers 
of Jesus will be able to endure suffering with joyful hope, 
knowing that Christ’s love will lead us along the way of 
discipleship and give us eternal life with God.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Those who lead the many to justice shall 
be like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3).
Psalm — You are my inheritance, O Lord! (Psalm 16).
Second Reading — Where there is forgiveness, there is no 
longer offering for sin (Hebrews 10:11-14, 18).
Gospel — Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away (Mark 13:24-32).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:	 Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday:	 Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday:	 Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28
Thursday:	 Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44
		  Thanksgiving Day—Suggested:
		  Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19
Friday:		 Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; 
		  Lk 19:45-48
Saturday:	 Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; 
		  Lk 20:27-40
Sunday:	 Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; 
		  Jn 18:33b-37
 SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:	 Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wednesday:	 The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 		
		  Mary
Thursday:	 St. Cecilia; Thanksgiving Day
Friday:		 St. Clement I; St. Columban; 
		  Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro
Saturday:	 St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions

THE GLORIOUS BIBLE
It is one of the glories of the Bible that it can embrace 
many meanings in a single passage.

—St. Thomas Aquinas

ALIENTO
El Evangelio de este domingo es nuestra selección 

final de Marcos para este año litúrgico. Pertenece a las 
últimas enseñanzas de Jesús en Jerusalén y se encuentra 
inmediatamente antes del relato de su arresto y pasión. En 
este, Jesús da a sus discípulos esperanza para sostenerlos 
en su pasión y muerte y en cualquier persecución o 
sufrimiento que enfrenten después de su resurrección. 

Las palabras del libro de Daniel también les brindan 
esperanza y aliento a los contemporáneos de Daniel. El 
aliento de estas lecturas también nos sirve a nosotros, ya 
que ninguno de nosotros puede evitar transitar tiempos 
difíciles en su vida. Los seguidores de Jesús podrán soportar 
el sufrimiento con esperanza porque saben que el amor de 
Cristo nos guiará para poder ser buenos discípulos y nos 
dará la vida eterna junto a Dios.

LECTURAS DE HOY
Primera lectura — En aquel tiempo se levantará el 
guardián de tu pueblo. Entonces serán salvados cada uno de 
los que estén inscritos en el libro. (Daniel 12:1-3).
Salmo — Protégeme, Dios mío, que me refugio en ti 
(Salmo 16 [15]).
Segunda lectura — Ahora, el que ofreció un único 
sacrificio por los pecados y está sentado a la derecha de 
Dios, espera que sus enemigos sean colocados como tarima 
de sus pies (Hebreos 10:11-14, 18).
Evangelio — Nadie sabe cuándo será el día ni la hora 
(Marcos 13:24-32).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes:		  Ap 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Sal 1:1-4, 6; Lc 18:35-43 
Martes:		 Ap 3:1-6, 14-22; Sal 15 (16):2-5; Lc 19:1-10 
Miércoles:	 Ap 4:1-11; Sal 150:1b-6; Lc 19:11-28 
Jueves:		  Ap 5:1-10; Sal 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lc 19:41-44 	
		  Día de Acción de Gracias (sugerencia): 		
		  Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lc 17:11-19 
Viernes:	 Ap 10:8-11; Sal 119 (118):14, 24, 72, 103, 
		  111, 131; Lc 19:45-48 
Sábado:	 Ap 11:4-12; Sal 144 (145):1b, 2, 9-10; Lc 		
		  20:27-40 
Domingo:	 Dn 7:13-14; Sal 93 (92):1-2, 5; Apo 1:5-8;  	
		  Jn 18:33b-37
 LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES
Domingo:	 Trigésimo Tercer Domingo del Tiempo 
		  Ordinario
Miércoles:	 La Presentación de la Santísima Virgen 		
		  María 
Jueves:		  Santa Cecilia; Día de Acción de Gracias
Viernes:	 San Clemente I; San Columbano; 
		  Beato Miguel Agustín Pro
Sábado:	 San Andrés Dũng-Lạc y compañeros
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Our Lady of Fatima Statue: Thursday November 8, Our Lady of Fatima statue visited St Michael’s parish. 
There were prayers and supplications throughout the day and night. Many came to witness the beautiful 
representation of our Lady and to offer prayers and participate in a day long prayer vigil.

GOOD THINGS IN THREES
	 On this Thirty third Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
we get a three fold consolation from the scriptures. All 
three readings today were written in times of duress or 
persecution, and all three offer their original readers 
and us today the message of hope. Daniel’s audience 
was in desperate need of assurance that God would 
be their source of salvation, for Israel was undergoing 
one of its most violent periods of persecution at 
the hands of the Greeks, a time that produced the 
Maccabean revolt and the familiar Jewish festival of 
Hanukkah. The author of Hebrews was writing to a 
group of people unsure about leaving behind the faith 
and rituals that they had been told for generations 
would be their source of forgiveness. In return, they 
received the strong message that they would be able 
to find everything in Jesus Christ. Mark’s readers were 
under Roman persecution, rekindling the fear and 
confusion that they felt immediately following the 
death of Jesus

COSAS BUENAS EN GRUPOS DE TRES
	 En este Trigési motercer Domingo del Tiempo 
Ordinario recibimos un consuelo triple de la Sagrada 
Escritura. Las tres lecturas de hoy se escribieron en 
tiempos de represión o persecución y ofrecen el mensaje 
de amor a sus lectores originales y a nosotros. Los 
lectores de Daniel deseaban desesperadamente escuchar 
la seguridad de que Dios era la fuente de su salvación. 
En ese tiempo Israel atravesaba uno de sus más violentos 
periodos de persecución a manos de los griegos, lo cual 
originó la insurrección de los Macabeos y el conocido 
festival judío del Jánuca. El autor de la Epístola a los 
Hebreos escribió a un grupo de personas que no estaban 
seguras si dejar la fe y los ritos que por generaciones se 
les había indicado que eran la fuente de la salvación. 
Ellos recibieron un mensaje firme de que todo lo podrían 
encontrar en Jesucristo. Los lectores de Marcos estaban 
bajo la persecución romana, lo cual les recordaba el temor 
y la confusión que sintieron poco después de la muerte 
de Jesús. A pesar de que estos tres autores enfrentaron 
momentos difíciles, podían sin embargo ofrecer un 
mensaje de esperanza.
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POT-LUCK 
ADULT SOCIAL

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 26
6:30 PM IN ST. MICHAEL HALL

Bring your favorite dish
and share with your fellow 

parishioners

YOUTH MINISTRY
Please support our Youth Ministry spread 

cheer to children in need! 
The parish of St. Michael has been 
invited to attend the Allen Americans 
Hockey Game Saturday, Dec. 1, 2018.  All 
attendees must bring a teddy bear to be 
tossed onto the ice which will be donated 

to children in need.    If you would like to attend with your 
family, donate teddy bears, and/or sponsor a few tickets for any 
of our youth, please contact Dee Gonzalez @ 972-542-4667 or 
youthministry@stmichaelmckinney.org.
 
Por favor apoye nuestro Ministerio de Jóvenes que ayudaran 
a niños en necesidad. La parroquia de San Miguel ha sido 
invitada a asistir al partido de hockey del Allen Americans, el 
Sábado,  1 de diciembre de 2018.  Todos los asistentes deben 
traer uno o varios osos de peluche para ser lanzados a la pista 
de hielo los cuales serán donado a niños en necesidad.  Si le 
gustaría asistir con su familia, donando osos de peluche, y/o 
patrocinar algunos boletos para nuestros jóvenes, por favor 
contacte Dee Gonzalez por teléfono a 972-542-4667  o correo 
electrónico a youthministry@stmichaelmckinney.org. 

Rachel’s Corner  
“With weeping they shall come, but with compassion I will 
guide them; I will lead them to streams of water, on a level 
road, without stumbling. … I will turn their mourning into 
joy, I will show them compassion and have them rejoice 
after their sorrows.” 

  - Jeremiah 31:9, 13
Allow yourself to be guided and lead by Our Lord as He 
yearns to level your road, turn your mourning into joy 
and dry your tears of sorrow. His compassionate mercy 
awaits you on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat. Join us. 
Healing after Abortion Ministry
214-544-CARE  •  healing@racheldallas.org
www.racheldallas.org

Rincón de Raquel
“Entre lágrimas habían partido, entre consuelos los 
devuelvo junto a los arroyos de las aguas, por un camino 
llano, donde no dan traspiés …  cambiaré su duelo en 
regocijo, y les consolaré y alegraré de su tristeza”  

Jeremías 31: 9,13
Permita que Nuestro Señor los lleve y los guie porque 
ÉL anhela llevarlos por un camino llano, cambiar su 
duelo en regocijo y secar sus lágrimas de tristeza. Su 
misericordia compasiva les espera en un Retiro del 
Viñedo de Raquel™.  Los esperamos.   
Ministerio de Sanación después del Aborto
972-679-4760  •  sanacion@racheldallas.org
www.racheldallas.org

THE LORD, OUR INHERITANCE
	 As wise men and women of faith have always done, 
when today’s authors needed to look forward in faith, they 
also looked back. We look back at their writings today for 
our hope, and, like them, we can also look at the psalter—
Israel’s prayer book—for help. Today’s psalm text reminds 
us that with the Lord at our side, nothing can truly shake 
us. We know that God will not abandon us, and that if we 
walk with the Lord true life will be ours. We are at that time 
in our Church year when we hear much about the coming 
of Christ in glory as we get ready to re-enter Advent, our 
season of preparation for his return. Most likely we are 
not undergoing the extremes of persecution or trials that 
the first audiences of today’s readings were; but we can, 
through a deep praying of the psalms and a fervent hearing 
of their words, be reminded to keep our lives and our faith 
focused only on God, the one source of our being and our 
life.

EL SEÑOR, NUESTRA HERENCIA
	 Como siempre lo han hecho los hombres y las 
mujeres de fe, cuando los autores de hoy necesitaban 
avanzar en su fe, también miraban hacia atrás. Nosotros 
miramos atrás al leer sus escritos hoy en busca de esperanza 
y, como ellos, también podemos buscar ayuda en el Libro de 
los Salmos, que es el libro de oraciones de Israel. El salmo 
de hoy nos recuerda que, con el Señor de nuestro lado, nada 
nos puede pasar. Sabemos que Dios no nos abandonará y, 
si caminamos con el Señor, recibiremos la vida verdadera. 
Estamos en ese tiempo en nuestro año de la Iglesia en el 
que escuchamos bastante sobre la venida gloriosa de Cristo, 
mientras nos preparamos para reingresar al Adviento, la 
temporada de preparación para su regreso. Lo más probable 
es que en estos momentos no estemos atravesando los casos 
extremos de persecución o juicios que enfrentaron los 
antiguos lectores de las escrituras de hoy. Por medio de una 
oración profunda de los salmos y de una atención ferviente 
a sus palabras, se nos recuerda hoy mantener nuestra vida 
de fe centrada solamente en Dios, la única fuente de nuestro 
ser y de nuestra vida.
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THE SELF IN GOD
In his booklet That We May Be One, Thomas Keating 

writes about two models of spirituality and how they 
influence our growth in God’s likeness:

Since the Reformation, the Christian Tradition has 
been somewhat focused on doctrinal differences rather 
than on the spiritual journey itself and the transformation 
of being. This has given rise to an overemphasis on our 
activity [and an under-emphasis on the inner spiritual 
journey]. Of course, Christian Tradition has always had a 
concern about works and grace and how they relate, but 
an overemphasis on works has led to a dualistic view of 
God and self.

A way of explaining this might be the characterization 
of a Western Model of spirituality as seeing the self-
outside-of-God. By contrast, earlier parts of the Tradition 
and throughout time in the experience of the great 
mystics, [are] about the self-in-God, and God-in-self, 
which may be called the Scriptural Model of Spirituality. 
This distinction has profound implications for the 
spiritual life. . . . The [Scriptural Model] supposes that we 
are to become a living sacrament by being always in the 
presence of God and in relation to God. . . .

God is not just with us, not just beside us, not just 
under us, not just over us, but within us, at the deepest 
level, and, in our inmost being, a step beyond the true 
Self. What is the self?

Science has looked everywhere for a self in the human 
organism. It cannot be found. So the self then is not an 
entity. . . . We do know that the self can keep on growing 
until it becomes a true Self in the image and likeness of 
God. . . . The movement is towards unity consciousness 
and experiencing the divine as our ultimate Self, in which 
case the false self has a happy death in God!

Just by living and growing in consciousness, we are 
becoming, growing in God’s Self, in God’s presence, in 
God-consciousness. The ultimate consciousness is total 
Oneness in which God is all in all. [2]

I learned the terms “True Self ” and “false self ” from 
Thomas Merton—words he used to clarify what Jesus 
surely meant when he said that we must die to ourselves 
or we must “lose ourselves to find ourselves” (see Mark 
8:35). Merton rightly recognized that it was not the body 
that had to “die” but the “false self ” that we do not need 
anyway. The false self is simply a substitute for our deeper 
and deepest truth. It is a useful and even needed part of 
ourselves, but it is not all; the danger is when we think 
we are only our false, separate, small self. Our attachment 
to false self must die to allow True Self—our basic and 
unchangeable identity in God—to live fully and freely.

Fr Richard Rohr, Center for Action and Contemplation

PALABRAS DE OSCURIDAD 
Por muchas razones podemos sentirnos intranquilos 

por el fin del mundo, especialmente considerando el 
lenguaje dramático de las Escrituras de hoy que describen 
los últimos días. Raramente nuestras lecturas del domingo 
nos provocan con descripciones de “tribulación” que 
es “insuperable en angustias” de los muertos que se 
revuelcan en “horror y desgracia eterna”; y de los cielos 
oscurecidos donde “las estrellas que caen del cielo”. El fin 
del mundo también nos desestabiliza por otra razón, más 
básica, no sabemos cuándo va a suceder. Lo desconocido 
puede asustarnos. Las películas de terror dependen de 
esa tendencia para asustar a los cinéfilos. Las novelas 
de suspenso y misterio nos ponen ansiosos mientras 
esperamos un desenlace. Podemos descansar tranquilos y 
planificar el futuro, nos gusta pensar, si solo supiéramos 
exactamente cuándo esta dura prueba acosará a la 
humanidad.

ALWAYS REPORT ABUSE
If you have been abused by a member of the clergy, or 

church personnel at any point in your life, or know someone 
who has been, please report the abuse to law enforcement 
or the Texas Department of Family & Protective Services at 
1-800-252-5400  or www.txabusehotline.org

You may also contact the Diocesan Victims’ Assistance 
Coordinator, Barbara Landregan, at 214-379-2812.  Let us 
always pray that God our Heavenly Father will bring comfort 
and healing to all victims and their loved ones.

Español
Si usted ha sido abusado por un miembro del clero o del 

personal de la iglesia en algún momento de su vida, o conoce 
a alguien que ha sido abusado, le pedimos que informe dicho 
abuso a las autoridades policiales o al Departamento de 
Servicios para la Familia y de Protección de Texas al 1-800-
252-5400 o www.txabusehotline.org  

También puede comunicarse con el Coordinador 
Diocesano de Asistencia de las Víctimas, Barbara Landregan, 
al 214-379-2812.  Oremos siempre para que Dios nuestro 
Padre Celestial traiga consuelo y sanación a todas las 
víctimas y sus seres queridos.

QUOTES FROM THE SAINTS
“To be tempted is a sign that the soul is very 
pleasing to the Lord.” St. Padre Pio

“Genuine love is demanding, but its beauty lies 
precisely in the demands it makes.” Pope Francis

“Nothing great is ever achieved without enduring 
much.” St. Catherine of Siena 



IGLESIA CATÓLICA SAN MIGUEL ARCÁNGEL
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
	 November is a month of remembrance for the dead, and 
cemeteries have long been a focus for prayer. Our tradition holds 
great respect for bodily remains, since the body was created 
and redeemed by God, was once the “dwelling place of the Holy 
Spirit,” and has a destiny of life with God in glory. The funeral 
practices of the early church contrasted greatly with those of the 
pagans, who had a great dread of the dead body. The ancient 
Christian funeral liturgy ended with the relatives and friends 
giving a final kiss to the body. It expressed affection and showed 
their faith that the grave would not be the last word. This kiss 
horrified pagans, who thought that any contact with the dead 
was degrading. 
	 Every year on their loved one’s “birthday to life,” the 
Christians would return to the place of their burial to mark their 
profound communion with those whose lives were hidden in 
Christ. Typically, they buried the dead with their faces turned 
toward the east, symbolizing the rising of the Sun of Justice, 
Christ, at the end of days. They were attracted to the catacombs 
or burial grounds just as we are today. They would often celebrate 
the Eucharist at the tomb. Before long, as soon as Christians were 
allowed to build places for worship, they relocated cemeteries 
from beyond the city walls to surround the church. This was not 
so much because the church made the ground holy, but because 
the bodies of the saints hallowed the ground on which the 
church was built, a subtle but beautiful difference.

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE
	 El 19 de noviembre del 1969 (Día del 
Descubrimiento de Puerto Rico), el Papa Pablo 
VI declaró a Nuestra Señora Madre de la Divina 
Providencia, como patrona de la Isla del Encanto. Este 
acto fue el culmen de un largo proceso devocional 
hacia la Madre de la Divina Providencia empezado 
por el obispo Catalán Gil Esteve y Tomás quien trajo 
la primera imagen de la Virgen a la isla Boricua.
	 La imagen actual es de María sentada con 
su Hijo (la Divina Providencia) dormido sobre su 
regazo. Ella sostiene la manita izquierda del niño 
en sus manos mientras lo mira cariñosamente. La 
imagen inspira ternura y muestra la confianza de 
María en la Divina Providencia de su Hijo, que 
aunque este dormido, no se descuida de ella ni de los 
fieles.
	 Esta imagen recuerda el pasaje bíblico en el 
cual Jesús dormía en la barca de Pedro, despertando 
a tiempo para calmar los mares y los vientos que la 
amenazaban. He aquí que la devoción a la Madre de 
la Divina Providencia es confiar que Dios siempre 
llega a nuestro amparo cuando lo invocamos.


