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St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church 
Parish Faith Formation 

 

1 Our Mission  

 
 To assist the parents by giving parents knowledge, teaching aids, help and faith 

building opportunities to educate their children in the Catholic faith  
 To nourish the lives of families, students and catechists by building a strong moral 

and spiritual foundation  
 To increase knowledge of our religious fundamentals and inspire the growth of 

sacramental awareness  
 Faith Formation represents a total Parish experience that engages not just the 

child, but also parents, adults, families, catechists, clergy and other religious 
leaders that form our parish community of faith.  

 The Faith Formation program reflects an integrated learning experience 
comprised of catechetical instruction in: traditional Catholic doctrine, prayer, 
biblical studies, liturgy, sacramental preparation, service, and the understanding 
and development of Catholic moral values.  

 According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, page 543, 2252: "Parents 
have the first responsibility for the education of their children in the faith, prayer, 
and all virtues. They have the duty to provide as far as possible for the physical 
and spiritual needs of their children."  

  

Faith formation is a responsibility of the entire Christian community. This 
should not be the work of catechists and priests alone, but of the whole 
community of the faithful. The Christian community follows the 
development of catechetical processes, for children, young people and 
adults, as a duty that involves and binds it directly. (GDC 220) A fully 
Christian community can exist only when a systematic catechesis of all its 
members takes place and when an effective and well developed 
catechesis of adults is regarded as the central task of the catechetical 
enterprise.” 
(ACCC, no. 25) 
 



 

 

2 Faith Formation Program 

Christ In Us Program has been selected by St Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church as the Formation Program for the year 2022-2023  

 
We will be using the Christ In Us Resources for Faith Formation program, which 
are approved by the Clergy and cross-referenced to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC) and supported by scripture.  
 
The four pillars of the CCC are belief, worship, the moral life, and prayer, which 
are expressed by the creed, the Mass, the Ten Commandments, and prayer 
styles.  

 
Our Faith Formation program includes preparation for the reception of the 
sacraments of First Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  
Just as sacraments are integral parts of the Christian life, so too, each grade in 
the Faith Formation program adds to the development of the Christian life. The 
overall goal of the program is to provide an environment in which our parish can 
grow in sound Christ-like attitudes and values.  

We will offer in person classes for Grades 1- 6 ( K is not offered)  

Each Student will receive a Christ in Us Book, according to the level assigned. 

Digital tools and resources augment learning and support and simplify planning 
and instruction. 

Meaningful assessments and assignments enrich learning and measure 
participation and growth in knowledge. 

  



 

 

2.1 Digital Resources 

There are different levels to access the Christ in Us Portal, Clergy, Administrator, 
Catechist, Parent and Student  

Log in to your Christ In Us account with the username and password provided to 
you. Click the menu icon to access the main menu. 

 

2.2 Computer Requirements 

You can use a computer or tablet to access and use Christ In Us. The  programs 
contain audio and video, so computers need other capabilities to take advantage 
of these features 



 

 

2.2.1 Computer Requirements 

        Windows, Mac OS, or Chrome OS (Chromebooks) 

                              An up-to-date version of Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Edge 

2.2.2 Supported Tablets 

Christ In Us works with tablet devices, including iPad, iPad Mini, iPad Air, and 

Android-based tablets. 

2.2.3 Supported Web Browsers 

Christ In Us has been certified to work with the web browsers. We recommended 

keeping your browser up-to-date.  



 

 

2.3 Faith Formation Calendar 

The faith formation calendar is accessible, through St Michael’s webpage, as 
follows:  

Formation/ Family Resource Center 

   

3 Responsibilities and Expectations  

3.1 Parents /Guardians Functions 
 Parents/Guardians are a child's first and enduring teachers.  

 Parents/Guardians play a crucial role in helping their children learn and are 
expected to take the primary role in their child's faith formation.  

 It is essential to the child's growth and development in the Catholic faith that 
the parent/guardian live the life of faith at home.  

 Children's growth and development in the Catholic faith depends on the 
parents/guardians outwardly living lives of faith. The effectiveness of the Faith 
Formation process radically depends upon this parental involvement in faith.  

 Children learn in Faith Formation class that celebrating the Eucharist on 
Sunday in their local parish as a community of faith is essential to be a 
Catholic. Therefore, children must attend the weekly Sunday or Saturday 
evening liturgy supported by their parents/guardians.  

 When children do not experience what is been taught in Faith Formation 
classes versus at home, they receive a "mixed message" which can cause 
inner conflict in their formation.  

 

 



 

 

3.1.1 Parents /Guardians Expectations 

Parents are expected to: 

 Attend the Faith Family Formation program with their children preparing to 
receive the sacraments 

 Act as the primary educators of their child.  

 Initiate their child into the sacramental life.  

 Serve as role models for their child by being moral Christians.  

 Help their child in forming a good conscience and a Christian code of morality.  

 Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly with their families.  

 Participate in meetings, activities, and prayers planned to help their child 
prepare for the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  

 Encourage their child to continue learning more about their faith as they 
mature.  

 Help their child understand service projects are the beginning of a life 
committed to Christian service.  

 Please remember that for your child to fully get what they need from these 
classes, you will need to work with them. Practice their prayers, go over with 
them what they did in class. Take them to Mass regularly and talk to them 
about what they are seeing during the Mass and around our church 

3.2 Arrival at Faith Formation 

It is important that parents and students:  

 Arrive at the Church at least 20 minutes before the scheduled class 

 Parents and children must sign in on the registration list located at the 
Narthex before going inside the Church 

 The catechists will walk the students to their classrooms after the initial 
prayer.  

 The parents will remain in the Church to receive their formation 

 The catechists will bring back the children to the Church and meet 
their parents before the class ends. 

  

3.3 Dismissal from Faith Formation 

 

 Parents will sign out their child out with the catechist, after the final prayer. 
 

 Parents and children will leave the Church after the final prayer is made by the 
Priest or Deacon.  
 

 Parents are asked to depart the parking lot no more than 10 minutes after the 
class ends 



 

 

3.4 Dress Code 
 Participants are encouraged to dress in a manner that is modest and keeping 

with Christian values.  

 We believe that neat and proper dress contributes to desirable attitudes and 
behavior. Vulgar or rude sayings on T-shirts are not appropriate.  

 Parents are asked to cooperate in checking the clothing their children wear to 
Faith Formation activities.  

 Modesty in dress gives witness to others that our bodies are temples and 
need to give glory to God.  

 Students may be ask to turn their shirts inside out, to put on a Faith Formation 
T-shirt until the end of class and/or parents may be called if they are wearing 
inappropriate clothing.  

 Please remember that they are coming to Church. They need to dress 
accordingly. Minimally, they should at least be following school dress code, no 
hats, and no chewing gum 
 

3.5 Students Functions and Expectations     
Students are expected to:  

 Attend class regularly.  

 Participate in class activities and discussions.  

 Learn assigned prayers for each grade level.  

 Attend and participate in planned church visits and liturgical celebrations 
scheduled by the Director of Faith Formation  

 Always Respect their catechist and classmates  

 Respect the property of others  

 Finish food or drinks before coming to class.  

 Accept responsibility for his/her conduct or actions: abusive language, fighting, 
vandalism, stealing, or disrespect will not be tolerated. 
 

 
 

  



 

 

4 Communication  
There will be written communications to parents periodically throughout the year. 
Communication between catechists and parents is highly recommended.  
Parents are encouraged to contact the catechists or the FFD if a concern 
develops. 
We will be using different resources of communication: 

 

 Christ in Us Portal Messages    

 Flocknotes 

 Webpage Faith Formation Page  

 Bulletin  

 Email  

 Text messages 

 Phone calls 

4.1 Change of Address, Telephone Number and/or Email 
Address:  

Please notify the Faith Formation Office immediately if you should have a change 
of address, telephone number, and/or email address 

  



 

 

5 Discipline Policies 

5.1 Behaviour 
 

 All students must obey the rules set forth by their catechist.  

 Students are expected always to act in a kind and courteous manner.  

 Catechists are expected to respect each student.  

 No physical discipline or humiliation on the part of the catechist is ever permitted 
and will not be tolerated.  

 Unsatisfactory or inappropriate student behavior will not be tolerated.  

 Disciplinary infractions include, but are not limited to: abusive language, fighting, 
vandalism, stealing, habitual tardiness or absenteeism, throwing of any objects, 
possession of dangerous objects, possession of tobacco, possession or use of a 
controlled substance, leaving the building without permission, or disrespect to a 
catechist or other student.  

 
Catechists are not required to be babysitters nor are they professional educators.  
Catechists are volunteers who give of their time to pass on the faith to the children of 
our parish.  
The following steps will be used to handle discipline problems. A child will be removed 
from class if the situation does not improve.  

 
 

1. Student will be verbally warned and asked to correct behavior.  
2. If the student does not correct his/her behavior, the student will be asked to leave 

the class and the problem will be addressed between the student and catechist. If 
the student agrees to correct his/her behavior, the student will be allowed back into 
class.  

3. If Step Two does not correct the behavior, parents/guardians will be notified, and the 
parent will need to accompany the student in the classroom until an agreement can 
be made between the Director, the student and the parent before the student can 
return to class unsupervised. 

 

5.2 Electronic Devices 
 

 If your child is using a device during class and is not paying attention in class, 
the catechist will pick it up and you will need to get it from the catechist.  

 If this keeps occurring, the device will be taken to the Faith Formation office 
and you must get it from there.  

  

  



 

 

6  Safety Procedures 

6.1 Parking Lot 
The parking lots and roads around the church can be an especially dangerous 
area for our students, so the following rules should apply during any Faith 
Formation function: 
  

 Recommended parking is in front of the main entrance of the Church  

 Speed limit in this area is 15 mph.  

6.2 Health Services 

6.2.1 Injury/Illness Procedures 

 If student is seriously hurt or becomes ill, he/she will be sent to the office of the 
Faith Formation Director.   

 At that time, the parent/guardian will be notified to come and pick up the 
student. If we are unable to reach the parent/guardian, the hospital will be 
contacted for advice and their recommendations followed  

6.2.2 Medical Conditions  
 The Faith Formation program is not allowed to give children medication at any 

time.  

 If your child must receive medication while in class, the parent must administer 
the medication for their child. 

  It is the parent’s responsibility to let the staff and catechist know of any 
medical conditions your child may have by providing this information on the 
registration form as well as verbally letting us know.  

 In case of an emergency, we will call 911 and call you and/or the emergency 
contact you have provided on the registration form.  
 

6.2.3 Food Allergies  

 If your child has any food allergies, please write them down on the registration 
form.  

 We will make sure that the catechist/volunteers are aware of any allergies. 



 

 

6.3 Photography  
 We are in Mass and Jesus is present. Therefore, we must be respectful of the 

Lord.  

 We will have a professional photographer taking pictures before First 
Communion.  

 He will also be taking a large group picture, which will be available for 
purchase.  

 Parents may take pictures after Mass in the church.  

 There will be absolutely NO videotaping or photography during the sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  

 

6.3.1 Photo/Video Release Form  
 We respect you and your family’s privacy and rights.  

 The photos are strictly used from time to time in the parish Sunday bulletin. 

 This gives the parish family a visual idea what our children are doing in the 
Faith Formation classes and the children love seeing their photo in the bulletin 
and/or the website. 

6.4 Emergency Plan 

6.4.1 Inclement Weather 
 Fire and Tornado drills will be conducted. When the fire signal is given, 

everyone must leave the building by the prescribed route.  
 

 When the tornado signal is given, students are to proceed to the assigned 
shelter area at St Michael’s Hall. When the signal is given, it is essential that 
everyone behave in an orderly and calm manner.  

6.4.2 Cancellation of Classes/Events  
 We will follow McKinney ISD schedule for bad weather days.  

 If McKinney ISD schools are closed or closing during the school day due to 
inclement weather, it is understood that all Faith Formation classes and/or 
activities are cancelled as well.  

 In the event of cancellation due to inclement weather following the school day, 
parents will be contacted through our different communication platforms. 

 If parents or guardians are uncomfortable with traveling to and from Faith 
Formation classes or activities due to inclement weather, please stay home!! 
Call the Faith Formation Office and inform us of your choice. 

 
 


