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AUGUST 1, 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love and 

serve. We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

The 2021 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) is in 

progress.  I thank you for your sacrificial contribution 

to this annual Archdiocesan campaign.  Any amount 

is greatly appreciated and it brings us closer to our 

target of $31,546.  This is a tremendous financial 

challenge for our parish, as we consider the current 

economic situation, and the fact that the majority of 

our parishioners are living on a fixed income.  We 

hope that each household will be willing and able to 

assist our parish family with this worthy and 

important appeal – as we support a multitude of 

services and ministries. 

 

Our registered parishioners should have received 

“CSA packets” directly from the accounting company 

which is handling and processing the CSA campaign 

for the Archdiocese.  If you have not received any 

materials, please call our parish office for 

information.  This year’s theme, Fuel the Mission, is 

inspired by the words of St. Paul: “Whatever you do, 

do from the heart” (Colossians 3:23).  In the spirit of 

individual and communal mission to announce the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, I ask you for your 

generous contribution. 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley  
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REFLECTION 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“You cannot see the forest for the trees” is a widely known saying 

that can bring wisdom to our understanding of our journey. Often, 

our sight becomes limited to what is immediately before us. We lose 

touch with lessons and experiences from the past and promises and 

hope for the future. As human beings, we have the privilege of being 

able to choose things. What I like and don’t like, want, and don’t 

want can be major preoccupations of our minds and hearts. Our 

preferences and desires begin to define us more than the simple fact 

of our being. Who we are matters more than what we are or what 

we have. If we don’t move beyond the external and superficial stuff 

to what really is of essence, we risk becoming very unsettled, 

disorientated, angry, and unhappy. We fail to see the bigger picture 

of hope and promise that lies ahead and the Divine Presence that 

has sustained and carried us before. 

 

We like it when the “now” time of our lives satisfy us. Even the 

people who witnessed Jesus feed the five thousand got confused 

and distracted. It felt good when thousands of people were able to 

eat. They wanted to know what they could do to get this to happen 

again! But Jesus quickly reminds them that this is not the point of 

this sign. As much as the now time of our lives is of concern, it is not 

what is ultimately important. We need to learn the difference 

between being and doing, drawing more strength from who we are 

and who God is rather than what is happening around us and the 

choices we can make. Jesus is the true bread that came down from 

heaven. Jesus is the very incarnate presence of God who sustains life 

and assures us that we will not perish. This is not easy to understand 

and feel. We have to practice being in the presence of ourselves, 

others, creation, and God. We are brought to a holy place when we 

encounter the sacredness of being. This is real prayer. 

 

Then, we learn to trust. It is when we cease trusting that we start to 

become afraid, uncertain, apprehensive, and doubtful, and overly 

self-concerned. We even start to grumble. God has our back. That is 

the essential powerful message of the living bread come down from 

heaven. God, who is alpha is also omega, the beginning and the end, 

and has everything in between in his care as well. A woman once 

remarked that her most powerful God moment happened when she 

and her husband cuddled with their new baby for a time. Without 

exchanging words and using only the affection communicated 

through sight and touch, they rested in being with each other. This 

brought them to the sacred, where they realized that a greater Being 

was with them. It was real. They knew that they were part of 

something bigger, intimate, and profound. When we rest in the 

Living Source of life, we will find that our souls are no longer hungry 

or thirsty.                                                                                             ©LPi 

When we lose our ability to trust, we become 

afraid. When we are afraid, we may begin to 

grumble and question whether where we are 

is where we need to be. For us who have 

faith, we even question whether God is who 

God says He is. Trust is so important to our 

success on our journey. Often, the road of 

our lives can become a bit treacherous. We 

may find ourselves feeling more unsettled 

than comfortable and less fulfilled than we 

would like to be. As much as we try, the 

pieces of our puzzle don’t quite fit together 

as they ought. We wonder if we will ever 

experience happiness again. Then, something 

reminds us that God is very much present in 

this mess we call life. God is still bringing 

hope out of despair and life out of death. 

After all, God is the true bread that comes 

down from heaven to give life. All that is 

necessary is for us to trust in this truth, even 

when we may be lacking in some of life’s 

essentials. The God who gives life is the same 

God who sustains it. He is also the same God 

who assures us that we will not perish. 
 

©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
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PARISH NEWS 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

PANTRY NEEDS: 

 

Beef Stew  

Rice 

  

     THANK YOU! 

Readings for the week of August 1, 2021 
 

Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35 
 

Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Mt 14:13-21 
 

Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13/Mt 14:22-36  
 

Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23/
  Mt 15:21-28 
 

Thursday: Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 16:13-23 
 

Friday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10 
 

Saturday: Dn 6:4-13/Ps 18: 28, 3-4. 47 and 51/Mk 17:14-20 
 

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, July 31 

4:00 pm    Edward Pelc 

 Constantine & Alice Tauras 

 Agnes & Raymond Grimski 

 Scott Hirshey 

 Marjorie Ferman 

 

Sunday, August 1 

8:30 am     Robert Grigg 

 Leon & Delores Kozemchak 

 Marion Taylor 

 

11:00 am     Anna Gavin  

 Ray Elliott 

 

Wednesday, August 4 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, August 7 

4:00 pm    Frances Szpont 

 Nemesia Café Uy 

 Michael Browne 

 Steve Patrishkoff 

 

Sunday, August 8 

8:30 am     Judith Danielson 

 Douglas Roberts 

 Donald Krysinski 

 Karol Lipinski 

 Angeline Lipinski 

 Irene Lipinski 

 Richard Lipinski 

 

11:00 am     Patricia & Ray Kusza 

 Nola & Patrick Wernette 

 Dorothy Stanko 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
First Reading:   
Early in their Exodus journey, the 
Israelites expressed fear and 
frustration to Moses. God heard 
and responded to their “grumbling” 
by sending bread from heaven. 
When you have you experienced 
God answering your plea for help? 
            
Second Reading:   
Paul told the Ephesians that as 
believers in Christ you should “put 
away” the bad parts of “your 
former way of life.” How have you 
done this in your life as a believer in 
Christ?  
 
Gospel:  
We hear today the introduction of 
Jesus’ extended “bread of life” 
discourse. In referring back to the 
ancient Israelites who ate 
“manna” (bread) in the desert, 
Jesus tells the crowds: “I am the 
bread of life.” How would you 
explain to someone how Jesus 
sustains you? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 

 

“It would be good to ask ourselves every day:  “What do I bring to Jesus 

today?”.   He can do a lot with one of our prayers, with a gesture of 

charity for others.  This is how God loves to act: he does great things, 

starting from those small things. #GospelOfTheDay (Jn 6:1-15) 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (July 25, 2021) 

 

 

 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Joe Puszcz 

 

 

Only immediate family members may 

request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 

Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 

Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 

Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 

Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  

have their loved ones prayed for may do 

so by submitting names to the parish 

office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you in 
my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated 
from you.  

Amen. 
 

Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to thy protection,      
implored thy help or sought thy 
intercession was left unaided.    
Inspired by this confidence, we fly 
unto thee O Virgin of virgins, our  
Mother. To thee do we come.    
Before thee we stand, sinful and 
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.   

Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 

fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 

deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Deacon George Posavetz, (Deacon Emeritus) 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 

GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 

abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  

Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to arrange 

for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at St. 

Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to complete 

arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

12/16/19 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 

Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  

Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. Mark 

Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the Parish 

Center Office.  


