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AUGUST 8, 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love and 

serve. We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to 

transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

The 2021 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) is in 

progress.  I thank you for your sacrificial contribution 

to this annual Archdiocesan campaign.  Any amount 

is greatly appreciated and it brings us closer to our 

target of $31,546.  This is a tremendous financial 

challenge for our parish, as we consider the current 

economic situation, and the fact that the majority of 

our parishioners are living on a fixed income.  We 

hope that each household will be willing and able to 

assist our parish family with this worthy and 

important appeal – as we support a multitude of 

services and ministries. 

 

Our registered parishioners should have received 

“CSA packets” directly from the accounting company 

which is handling and processing the CSA campaign 

for the Archdiocese.  If you have not received any 

materials, please call our parish office for 

information.  This year’s theme, Fuel the Mission, is 

inspired by the words of St. Paul: “Whatever you do, 

do from the heart” (Colossians 3:23).  In the spirit of 

individual and communal mission to announce the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, I ask you for your 

generous contribution. 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley  



3 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

REFLECTION 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The lens through which we view life makes a difference. It also 

determines who we choose to learn from and what we allow to 

shape our thoughts and feelings. For many, life is simply what it 

appears to be, a given that either through evolution or some 

other means just came to be. There is no apparent rhyme or 

reason to things and things can be dissected and understood only 

in terms of what they empirically present. To the person using 

this lens, a tree is a tree and a flower is a flower. Their 

composition and existence can be understood only to the extent 

that current human knowledge allows. Through this lens, what 

gives life purpose and meaning? This lens has an essentially 

unknown beginning and definite end. Once those are accepted, 

the middle becomes some kind of pursuit of happiness, with 

values and principles being things that are self-created and found 

acceptable.   

 

But there is a Divine lens that also exists and deserves mention. It 

is found when one stumbles upon faith and begins to see things 

differently. This lens is of God and reveals a Divine Energy and Life 

that flows through and in all things. Faith then shows us that all 

that lives come from this one Source of Love.  This is the only true 

lens that can give human beings the purpose and meaning they 

desperately need. From this perspective, all of life is much more 

than what is immediately apparent! It now tells and reveals a 

story about God generous, creative, and unconditional love! The 

unfolding of the human story is the unfolding of God’s story. 

What meaning our lives have when they are viewed as a part of 

God’s love affair with humanity! We are indeed special. 

 

The lens of our faith asks us to learn from Jesus Christ. Jesus, as 

the real Bread of Life, shows us our eternal destiny and completes 

and frames our lives. It is only in allowing ourselves to be taught 

by Jesus, that faith, hope, and love take on much greater 

importance. All the relationships in our lives are now structured 

and ordered using God’s primary commandment of love. Jesus, 

then, is not just some man who lived at some point in history. 

Jesus is the incarnate Son of God who shows us the way, the 

truth, and the life. Using this lens changes things up a great deal. 

Looking at the creation that surrounds you and the special unique 

people you love, what is God trying to teach you about His love 

for you and the eternal life He wants you to have? 
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Are we willing to be taught by God? If we are, 

then we will begin to see things and make 

judgments using a Divine lens. Often, we 

perceive things with purely human eyes and 

reference points. When we do this, reality 

can lose its Divine spark and we miss what 

God is trying to say.  When using human eyes 

exclusively, Jesus is at best perceived simply 

as a prophet who has some wise things to 

say. The human element has a difficult time 

seeing Jesus’ divinity and recognizing him as 

the Bread of Life that comes down from 

heaven. We can easily get stuck on Jesus’ 

human associations and overlook the 

marvelous wonders God wants us to see. If 

we really allow ourselves to be taught by 

God, we will then come to see the truth 

about Jesus and the abundant everlasting life 

God offers. Jesus becomes the key that 

unlocks all of our relationships: with God, 

others, ourselves, and creation. He, as the 

true and lasting bread from heaven, shows us 

the gifts of faith, hope, and love that God 

bestows on us. Through this divine lens we 

see that all life sparkles and glows with God’s 

love. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
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PARISH NEWS 

What’s Your Hearth Cake? 

 “Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” I’ve been to a lot of meetings in my years of work in the 

Church, and you can take my word for it: the ones with snacks just seem to go better. 

 I don’t know what it is exactly. Maybe it’s just that people are in a more agreeable mood if you show up with 

donuts. Or maybe it’s about the very real sense of community and camaraderie that is created at a table where people are 

engaging in that most human of tasks — eating — beside one another. I think a big part of it comes down to the simple 

fact that we’re all just nicer people when we’re fed.  

 This rings true spiritually, too. We simply must remain fed if we, in turn, are to feed others. Think of a time when 

you have neglected your relationship with God — when you haven’t fed yourself with whatever it is that you need to 

remain committed to the journey of a Christian life. Is it Mass attendance? Is it prayer or Scripture reading? Is it time with 

your small group, or conversation with a trusted friend who knows your soul? What sustains your ability to be a good 

disciple, a good steward? What inspires you to give more freely, to love more abundantly? 

 Whatever it is, that’s your hearth cake. That’s your jug of water. Don’t neglect it. The Angel of the Lord is nudging 

you in your sleep: “Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                                                                                                                                     ©LPi 

Dear Parish Family, 
   
Archbishop Vigneron asks us to “Let us make our parishes places where everyone who attends Mass can also make friends, 
find mentors, and feel known, loved, and supported.”  
  
As we look around church, before or after Mass (not during because we are intently listening to the word of God), do we 
think of others who may attend by themselves.  Do I make an effort to say “good morning?”  If I am aware that someone 
has been ill, do I make a point to ask if they are feeling better, or would they like me to pray for them?  When I see a family 
who have recently suffered the loss of a loved one, do I offer my condolences?  What am I doing to promote others feeling 
loved, and supported? 
  
My granddaughter recently moved to a different state.  She googled different churches and found one fairly close by that 
offered a group for young adults.  Her experience was one of sincere welcoming.  People came up to her and introduced 
themselves and were genuinely interested in who she was. She was immediately invited to attend a function for young 
adults.  Claire shared “what a great group of people, and that she left with two phone numbers and was promptly invited 
to attend another evening at the church.”  Needless to say, she is now a “regular” and looks forward to Sunday and seeing 
her new friends. “ Whoever receives one child like this in my name, receives me.” (Mark 9:37) 
   
Many of us say “I know who you mean, but I don’t know their name.” Let’s all make a concerted effort to walk up to 
someone we do not know and introduce or reintroduce ourselves.  I have never been in favor of name tags, mostly 
because I end up in the grocery store with it on, and am surprised when someone says “ thanks Mary Jo.” In ways this may 
be a useful tool! Let’s pray we all make every effort to be a welcoming community here at St Mark. 
  
Even for those of you who may be a bit shy, there is nothing like a smile! “ Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you for the glory of God.” (Roman 15:7) 
  
PARISH PHONES 
 God willing we will have a new phone system operating this next week! The bad storms we experienced last week, 
coupled with what I am sure could be considered antique equipment, has crippled our ability to receive calls - thus 
necessitating a new system. 
  
Blessings to you and your family, 
Mary Jo 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

PANTRY NEEDS: 

 

Beef Stew  

Rice 

  

     THANK YOU! 

Readings for the week of August 8, 2021 
 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 
 

Monday: Dt 10:12-22/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mt 17:22-27 
 

Tuesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 /Jn 12:24-26 
 

Wednesday: Dt 34:1-12/Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17/Mt 18:15-20 
 

Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Ps 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:21—19:1 
 

Friday:  Jos 24:1-13/Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 and 24/Mt 19:3-12 
 

Saturday: Jos 24:14-29/Ps 16:1-2a, and 5, 7-8, 11/Mt 19:13-15 
 

Next Sunday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/
  Lk 1:39-56   

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, August 7 

4:00 pm    Frances Szpont 

 Nemesia Café Uy 

 Michael Browne 

 Steve Patrishkoff 

 

Sunday, August 8 

8:30 am     Judith Danielson 

 Douglas Roberts 

 Donald Krysinski 

 Karol Lipinski 

 Angeline Lipinski 

 Irene Lipinski 

 Richard Lipinski 

 

11:00 am     Patricia & Ray Kusza 

 Nola & Patrick Wernette 

 Dorothy Stanko 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 11 

9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

Saturday, August 14 

4:00 pm    Herbert Dempz 

 Isabelle McLaughlin 

 Mary Ann Cucinelli 

 

Sunday, August 15 

8:30 am     Bruno Ozimek 

 Joe Belcher 

  

11:00 am     Linda Galindo 

 Paul Baker 

 Christine Augosta 

 Christine Agosta 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:   
The prophet Elijah was 
exhausted and literally prayed 
for death. The Lord answered his 
prayer by sending Elijah food 
and drink for strength. How do 
you encourage others in your life 
who are spiritually drained?  
 
Second Reading:   
Paul held Christian communities 
to very high standards of 
conduct. How well do you think 
your faith community holds to 
these standards today?  
 
Gospel:  
We hear today John’s account of 
Jesus’ rejection by his own 
people. The Jews struggled to 
think of Jesus as “the living 
bread that came down from 
heaven.” What are some of 
Jesus’ words that challenge you 
or cause you to struggle? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 

 

“In this time of pandemic, the Tokyo Olympics are a sign of hope, a sign 

of universal brotherhood marked by a healthy competitive spirit 

#Tokyo2020” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (July 25, 2021) 

 

 

 

Joe Puszcz 

 

 

Only immediate family members may 

request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 

Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 

Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 

Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 

Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  

have their loved ones prayed for may do 

so by submitting names to the parish 

office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you in 
my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated 
from you.  

Amen. 
 

Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to thy protection,      
implored thy help or sought thy 
intercession was left unaided.    
Inspired by this confidence, we fly 
unto thee O Virgin of virgins, our  
Mother. To thee do we come.    
Before thee we stand, sinful and 
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.   

Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  

 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 

fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 

deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Deacon George Posavetz, (Deacon Emeritus) 

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 

GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 

abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  

Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 

parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to arrange 

for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at St. 

Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to complete 

arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

12/16/19 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 

Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 

Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  

Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  

Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. Mark 

Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the Parish 

Center Office.  


