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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love 
and serve. We continue the mission of Jesus 

Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the 
Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

The Daily Examen of Stewardship 
 
“Stewardship” can get a bum rap these days. When 
folks hear the term “stewardship” from the pulpit, 
their eyes tend to kind of glaze over. “Here’s Father 
asking for more money,” they groan inwardly, “Get 
ready for the passing of the pledge cards.” 
 
Christ refutes this idea when he gives us what he 
calls the greatest commandments — instructing us to 
love God and to love our neighbor. Now, Christ is a 
man who chose his words carefully. He meant exactly 
what he said — and he didn’t say that the greatest 
commandments were to tithe and to give money to 
charity. If he had wanted stewardship to be only 
about money, he would have said so. 
 
Sometimes we are indeed called to show our love for 
God and neighbor in the form of a financial gift. But 
the concept of Everyday Stewardship — living 
mindfully in prayer, grateful for our blessings, and 
gracious to our neighbors, committed to God, and 
accountable to each other — is about so much more. 
 
I propose a twist on the long-held practice of the 
“Daily Examen” — a pious devotion wherein, at day’s 
end, we go over the events of the last 24 hours and 
discern God’s will. A Daily Examen of Stewardship 
might contain questions like this: 
 
How did I love God today? In whom did I love Him?  
What did God give me today? With whom did I share 
it? What did I give to Him? 
To whom did I reach out today? Who reached out to 
me? 
Where was God on my list of priorities today? First? 
Second? Third, fourth? 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the 
Lord alone!” This ancient prayer has been 
found on the lips of many of God’s devot-
ed servants throughout history. In its sim-
plicity it reminds us of a timeless truth we 
often forget. We often worship other 
gods rather than the One true God and 
find all of our relationships distorted as a 
result. This One True and Eternal God who 
alone has a solitary claim on us and must 
be loved with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. It is important that we remind 
ourselves often of God’s primary place in 
our lives, lest we get distracted and side-
tracked. But there is one more important 
piece that Jesus insists belongs with this. 
We must love our neighbor as ourselves. 
You cannot have one without the other. 
God’s presence within each one of us re-
quires that all of our relationships work 
together. This is at the heart of God’s 
kingdom. 

 

©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

Dear Parish Family, 

  

Among the many quotes we have from Bishop Fulton Sheen is 
“Humility is a virtue by which we recognize ourselves as we 
really are.”  I can’t help thinking about this as I reflect on the 
homily Deacon Brian gave a few weeks ago on “True self – 
False Self.” This is a subject that Fr. Stanley has shared 
throughout his ministry.  Who we really are or who do we think 
we are, may certainly differ from who we project we are! 

  

Is this a reminder to be authentic and genuine? False pride 
has a way of raising it’s ugly head and sending messages 
which can often alienate others. 

  

Bishop Sheen was born in a farming community in Illinois, and 
professed from early childhood that the only thing he ever 
wanted was to join the priesthood.  He became a great    
scholar, educator, orator, and evangelist. He became a        
pioneer on radio with his weekly talks on “The Catholic 
Hour”.  He preached the Gospel and how it applies to personal 
moral issues and other great social issues of the time.  He 
was the  homilist on the very first broadcast of a Catholic     
service on television. Ultimately his “Life Worth Living”       
program had a viewing audience of 30,000,000 viewers each 
week. He led people to convert to Catholicism including     
Henry Ford II. Above all, he popularized the practice of a      
Eucharistic Holy hour every day. He prayed this throughout 
his life until  his death in 1979. Bishop Sheen began his         
formation as an altar boy at the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception in Peoria, Illinois and this is now his 
final resting place. 

  

As we in the Archdiocese of Detroit continue to Unleash the 
Gospel, it is easy to identify as Bishop Sheen did the need for 
evangelization, and Eucharistic prayer. He shared “Our        
happiest times are those in which we forget ourselves,       
usually in being kind to someone else. That tiny moment of 
self-abdication is an act of true humility: the man who loves 
himself finds himself  and his true happiness.” 

  

May our loving God bless you! 

  

Mary Jo 



4 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

REFLECTION 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Centuries of God’s devoted people have found this prayer on their 
lips: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!” The funda-
mental prayer has been laid as the cornerstone of many spiritual 
lives. Where did you learn how to pray or did you? Maybe there is a 
wisdom figure in your life who inspired and guided you by the genu-
ine, holy simplicity of their lives. His or her example may have led 
you to God and taught you how to pray. Or perhaps you discovered 
this art on your own after stumbling over yourself enough times and 
finally realizing it was time to reach out to Someone greater than 
yourself. There is a timeless truth that we not only tend to forget, 
but may have never learned. There is only one God, the Lord alone! 
As a result, we often worship other gods rather than the One true 
God. Everything in our life gets distorted and we find ourselves lost 
and off center. 
 
If we haven’t learned it yet, there is a life lesson at the top of all of 
the possible lessons to be learned. There is One True and Eternal 
God who alone has a solitary claim on us and must be loved with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Until we learn this primary les-
son, we run the risk of getting distracted and sidetracked. We will 
also never really figure out what is at the heart of the relationships 
we share with the other human beings on this planet with whom we 
share life. That one primary lesson will teach us the second most 
valuable lesson: that we must love our neighbor as ourselves. You 
cannot have one without the other. The presence of God in the core 
soul of each one of us requires that all of our relationships work to-
gether. This truth is at the heart of the Gospel. 
 
If every human being, each in their own way, could stumble upon 
and genuinely embrace this truth, look how different life would be! 
Our priorities will immediately shift from “I and me” to “us and we” 
and we will develop a more inclusive vision for our brothers and sis-
ters. Concerned not only about my own wellbeing and happiness but 
also that of our brothers and sisters, humanity stands a chance at 
succeeding in the struggle with injustice, abuse, inequity, violence, 
war, entitlement, and privilege.  It seems that getting to this point 
has been at the heart of the Gospel and the kingdom of God from 
the moment Jesus first started to preach. It’s a wonder why, then, 
why so many centuries later, we have still failed to achieve his vi-
sion. Maybe we just haven’t learned our primary lessons yet.   
 
©LPi 

GOSPEL MEDITATION To our Parish  Family and Friends, 

  

We know the loss of a loved one is very 
difficult.  Our parish family is here to 
walk with you during this grieving        
process and help to console those who 
mourn. We know that death brings new 
life in the fullness of heaven. 

  

Our parish will celebrate the lives of  
those who have had their funerals here 
at St. Mark this past year. Our Memorial 
Mass will be on Sunday, November 7th at 
11:00 am.  This is a very special way of 
remembering those who have gone to 
their heavenly home.  Families of the   
deceased were sent letters asking that 
they attend this Memorial Mass.  Names 
will be read, candles will be lit, and 
crosses from the Memorial Wall will be 
given to family members. 

  

As a parish community, we all come     
together to remember our loved ones 
who have gone before us. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

The Pantry Needs:  
 
 
Thank you so much for food and 
monetary donations. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of October 31, 2021 
 

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51/Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34 
 
Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
 
Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Rom 5:5-11 
 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9/Lk 14:25-33 
 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14/Lk 15:1-10 
 
Friday:  Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Lk 16:1-8 
 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11/Lk 16:9-15 
 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44  

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 30 

4:00 pm  Edward Pelc 
 Frances Szpont 
 Jim Brandi 
  
 

Sunday, October 31 
8:30 am     Mark Curtis 
  

11:00 am     Earl Parrish 
 Ava & Madelyn Elliott 
 
 
Wednesday, November  3 
9:30 am     Paul Baker 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, November 6 
4:00 pm  Anna Gavin 
 Steve Patrishkoff 
 Stys Children 
  
 

Sunday, November 7  
8:30 am     Irene Janiszewski 
 Barb Zarek 
  

11:00 am     Mildred Posavetz 

 John Airlie 
 Patricia & Ray Kusza 
 Nola & Patrick Wernette 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:  
Moses taught the Israelites the 
importance of passing on the 
faith to their children and 
grandchildren. What are some 
faith traditions you practice in 
your family?  
 
Second Reading:  
Hebrews speaks of Jesus as 
the heavenly and eternal high 
priest who intercedes to God 
on our behalf. How often do 
you offer prayers of 
intercession to the Lord?  
 
Gospel:  
Jesus and the scribe agree on 
the two greatest 
commandments: to love God 
and to one’s neighbor. Which 
of these two commandments 
do you find most challenging?  
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“ ‘Jesus, have mercy on me!’ Let us make this prayer our own today.  
Let us repeat it.  We must ask Jesus, who can do everything, for 
everything.  He cannot wait to pour out his grace and joy into our 
hearts. #GospelOfTheDay” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (October 24, 2021) 

 

 

Sharon Deller 

Imelda Donlon 

Debbie Duva 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Delphene Tessmar 

Grace Witt 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


