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DECEMBER 12, 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love and serve. 
We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our 

lives and believe in the Good News.”  
 (Mark 1:15) 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!" St. Teresa of Avila 
 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many ways, it really is. When was the last 
time you really laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible things that are yet to be. Imagine 
a world filled with laughter. We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, 
disappointment, and myriad other human experiences can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God never 
promised us an easy road, and we do have to take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a 
balance to be sought and a possible joy that can be brought even to the darkest and most challenging of 
encounters. 
 
St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding us but in the 
inner recesses of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love with 
God, who is present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth of understanding to everything we do and 
experience. We can more easily see above and beyond things while pursuing the only One who can truly 
satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no 
further misfortune to fear. We can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder 
that many saints radiate joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because they 
have found a pearl of great price. 
 
We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready 
ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you 
haven’t laughed in a while, why? Something is preventing you from expressing the magnificence of your 
soul and the presence of God who dwells within. God’s power and presence within us assures us that we 
are loved and kept in that presence. What more is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! 
It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to convince others that God is really with us. “Go 
ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is the sister of 
charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina) 
 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Dear Parish Family, 

WHEN WILL IT END??? We have all had enough stress from 
this endless pandemic, and then we are filled with the         
horrific shootings in Oxford. From the time of Columbine, the 
brutality of Sandy Hook, and now in our backyard -the mental 
anguish effects everyone. One of the great tragedies of this, 
is of course, the loss of loved ones, but also the enormous 
fear which we now carry within each in every one of us. It is 
impossible to think that this will be the last of these tragic 
events! 

These dreadful events stretch far and wide from the school 
to the community, to our state and beyond. There is no one 
who is immune! 

We need to be aware of those among us, be it children or 
adults who suffer or are in distress It is not enough to brush 
aside their struggles and not actively seek help for them. The 
phrase "See something — Say something", means you and l!! 

St. Mark is particularly blessed to have our faithful band of 
brothers (aka — Safety Committee) who are at every Mass, 
keeping watchful eyes for anything unusual. You may not 
know who this dedicated group is, but they have been 
trained for everything - weather, fire, first aid, theft, and   
disturbances. The one thing Fr. Stanley and the staff ask of 
you, should there be a need, please follow any and all           
instructions from these gentlemen. Don't ask questions and 
waste time — DO WHAT THEY REQUEST!! 

Each of the young people who have died all had bright           
futures cut way to short. We are taught the value of each and 
every life, and yet some have never learned this lesson. We 
pray for the suffering families of those who were killed or   
injured. We pray for those whose quick actions saved    
countless others. We pray for our first responders and all 
who act to assist in these horrific situations. We pray for 
clergy who provide comfort and inspiration. And yes, we pray 
for the perpetrator. 

We entrust everything to God's providential care. "God is our 
refuge and strength." (Psalm 46:1) 

 

Mary Jo 

Advent and Christmas Spiritual Journey 

 

“I have come to call not the                             
self-righteous to a change of heart,      

but sinners”  

(Lk 5:32). 

 

Mass, Dec. 15, 22, 

9:30 am and 7 pm 

 

Individual Confessions 

Dec. 11, 18, at 3 pm 

 

Dec. 24, Christmas Vigil Mass 

4 pm and 9 pm 

 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day Mass 

11 am 

 

Dec. 26, Holy Family 

Mass at 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

Jan. 1/2, Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass at 4 pm, 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

Jan. 8/9, Baptism of the Lord 

Mass at 4 pm, 8:30 am and 11 am 
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REFLECTION 

Shout for joy! When was the last time you ever felt like doing 
that? Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, 
and myriad other human experiences can rob us of joy. We 
can never predict what life will bring. As unsettling as that can 
often seem, life’s unpredictability is also the very thing that 
allows it to be exciting and adventuresome! We know that life 
can be difficult, and it is unrealistic to expect it to be other-
wise. God never promised an easy road. But, when a person 
truly falls in love with God and discovers the peacefulness and 
assurance of God’s presence, then a depth of understanding 
will be brought to everything they do and experience. Nothing 
will be able to rob them of joy! When we realize that God, the 
King of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further 
misfortune to fear. We celebrate the beauty and wonder of 
God’s gift of joy today as we ready ourselves, even more excit-
edly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be 
discouraged. There is a power and presence within us, our 
God, who has made us, who loves us and who will keep us. 
What more do we need? Rejoice!  
 

©LPi 

 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated 

to our “I CAN SHARE THE HARVEST” food 
drive.  We were able to stock our Food Pantry 
shelves.  We will be able to continue to feed 

the hungry in our community. 
 

THANK YOU! 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Celebration of Winter Solstice 

 
All are invited to welcome the season of 
winter with a ritual, Winter Solstice: A       
Sacred Time.  The virtual celebration,       
facilitated by Sister Ester Kennedy, OP, is 
from 3:30—4:30 p.m. EST on Sunday,        
December 19, 2021 
 
The celebration includes reflection on our 
turning from darkness to light as the days 
begin to grow longer, and from the past to 
this new moment.  We will cultivate our own 
capacity as beings of light to shine our light 
and love as fully as possible upon one         
another and our world.  
 
A Dominica Sister of Adrian, Michigan,      
Sister Esther is a retreat leader and spiritual 
director who conducts a monthly Day of 
Mindfulness at Weber Center. 
 
The celebration is free and open to all.     
Registration is not required.  To participate, 
join the live stream at  
https://webercenter.org/seasons 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Thank you for everyone for your 
generous donations.   
 
“I CAN SHARE THE HARVEST” was a 
bountiful success. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of December 12, 2021 
 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  
 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27 
 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32 
 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 
 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b/Lk 7:24-30 
 
Friday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 
 
Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

THE WORD 

 
 
 

 
Saturday, December 11 
4:00 pm  Herbert Dempz 
 Isabelle McLaughlin 
 Loretta Shaddon 
 Eugene Selasky 
 Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Richard Lipinski 
 Irene Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski 
 

Sunday, December 12 
8:30 am     Anna Gavin 
 Carmela Palamara 
 Sandra Rowland 
 Jackie Loch 
 

11:00 am     Linda Galindo 
 Earl Parrish 
 Sarah Sobeck 
 Todd Drewencke 
 Tim Reiter 
 Roman Skora 
 Raymond & Madeline 
  Bross 

 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, December  15 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark  
 
 

Saturday, December 18 
4:00 pm  Agnes & Raymond 
  Grimski 
 Frances Szpont 
 Alexander Reid 
 Henry Gambrell 
 Thomas & Irene  
  Twardecki 
 Robert Twardecki 
  

Sunday, December 19 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Kyle Fuller 
 Jackie Lock 
  

11:00 am     Earl Parrish 
 Rose Wingfield 
   

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 
First Reading:  
The words of the prophet 
Zephaniah focus on hope for a 
new beginning of the Lord’s 
presence in their midst. How has 
the season of Advent thus far 
brought you spiritual renewal? 
   
Second Reading:  
As his letter draws to a close, Paul 
encourages the Philippians to be 
a community that rejoices in the 
Lord. How would you rate your 
own spiritual happiness?  
 
Gospel:  
John the Baptist exhorted the 
crowds, tax collectors, and 
soldiers to live a moral and other-
centered life within the 
parameters of their day-to-day 
work. What would this look like 
for you in your current station in 
life? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“ Let us ask for the grace to believe that with God things really do 
change, that he will banish our fears, heal our wounds, turn our arid 
places into springs of water.  Let us ask for the grace of that hope, 
that revives our faith and rekindles our charity. #ApostolicJourney” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (December 5, 2021) 

 

 

Sharon Deller 

David Harrison 

Richard Harrison 

Joe Orlando 

Grace Witt 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


