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DECEMBER 19, 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of  

St. Mark Parish, we are called to welcome, love and serve. 
We continue the mission of Jesus Christ: “to transform our 

lives and believe in the Good News.”  
 (Mark 1:15) 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 
St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ 
loves, a voice through which Christ speaks and a hand through which Christ helps.” As we look around and 
out at the world, we do not have to search too far before we come face to face with inequity and injustice. 
There is so much unfairness, prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. The stories of human 
heartache, people being hurt, deprived of life’s necessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too 

commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed, lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly 
among the more significant root causes. 
 
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, God created this world, and one would hope that 
he would step up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we sit with this thinking for a while, 
we can begin to realize just how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility and God did fix the problem! 
God sent us Jesus Christ as the divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not God who has shirked 
responsibility, we have. We are the ones who continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, and 
securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use us. 
 
Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God to come into the world. Put simply, Mary 
listened and believed. Having opened herself to being an instrument of the Divine, God could use her as his 
mind, heart, voice, and hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness could reach the ends of the 
earth and peace could come upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you and me. We are the 

ones who confess that Jesus Christ came into the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald 
of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be 

fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the Christians we claim to be. What a difference it would make if 
every person who professed to be Christian truly understood that their one and only vocation is to be God’s 
instrument. What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be. 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Baby Jesus’ Wish List  

 

Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by now — gift    
ideas for everyone from your nephew to your goddaughter 
to your mailman. But what about the birthday boy? What’s 
the gift Jesus gets from you this Christmas? 

 

If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you know all about 
the sacrifices God asks of the Israelites, referred to in the 
reading from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a chore to 
read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating. There’s a lot of 
very specific actions that God asks His Chosen People to 
complete to make up for whatever they have done wrong. In 
essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for gifts. 

 

But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you. What’s God 
going to do with a cereal offering? The kidneys of an          
animal? If you look closely, what God is doing here is        
beautiful. He’s customized his wish list to only those things 
He knows the Israelites can give. It’s God saying, in what 
amounts to theological baby-talk for folks who barely know 
of Him and His ways, exactly how they could be stewards. 
“Do this, but don’t do that. If you do that, do this and you will 
find My mercy.”  

 

Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of Christ — is less 
precise because by the time of Christ, God’s people have 
grown in understanding of love and mercy and relationship 
with the divine. Through Christ, we find out that God’s real 
wish list didn’t really consist of cereal offerings and the    
kidneys of various animals. It’s far simpler, but luckily, it’s 
something we still have on-hand. All He wants is our whole 
heart. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS          
 ©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  Advent and  

Christmas Spiritual Journey 

 

“I have come to call not the                             
self-righteous to a change of heart,      

but sinners”  

(Lk 5:32). 

 

Mass, Dec. 22, 

9:30 am and 7 pm 

 

Individual Confessions 

Dec. 18, at 3 pm 

 

Dec. 24, Christmas Vigil Mass 

4 pm and 9 pm 

 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day Mass 

11 am 

 

Dec. 26, Holy Family 

Mass at 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

Jan. 1/2, Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass at 4 pm, 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

Jan. 8/9, Baptism of the Lord 

Mass at 4 pm, 8:30 am and 11 am 
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REFLECTION 

Did you ever find yourself wishing that God would just step in 
and fix all that is wrong with the world? After all, how much 
longer can all of this go on? There is so much inequity in life. 
Our world’s political, economic, and environmental systems do 
not always serve the best interests of people. We read stories 
about injustice, disregard for human life, greed, heartache, 
and people being hurt and deprived every day. People are still 
starving and there is often little regard for human life. This is 
not the way God intended it to be. Realizing that we have 
caused most of these problems ourselves, we look to God for 
an answer and a way out of the difficulties we have created. 
Taking responsibility for our actions is not something that 
comes easily. What we fail to see is that God has already sent 
the answer in the person of Jesus Christ. God did fix our prob-
lem!  Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of 
Justice to come into the world. We need to do the same. It is 
only by believing in, listening to, and acting upon what God has 
spoken that true peace will ever come to be, and God’s fix be 
made known.  
 
©LPi 

St. Peter Canisius | Feast Day December 21 

Born in Holland, St. Peter Canisius (May 8, 1521 – December 21, 1597) was a 
preacher, teacher, and writer throughout his whole life. At the age of 19, he 
received a master’s degree from the university at Cologne. Soon                          
afterwards, St. Peter met Peter Faber, the first disciple of Ignatius of              
Loyola, who influenced him so much that he eventually joined the Society 
of Jesus. 

St. Peter Canisius founded colleges and seminaries, served as a                         
missionary, cared for the sick or imprisoned, and wrote close to eight             

volumes of letters — many about St. Cyril of Alexandria and St. Leo the 
Great.  

A man blessed with many talents, St. Peter Canisius is a   wonderful            
example of a man who developed his talents to further God’s work here on 
earth.                                                                                                                         ©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 
First Reading:  
Micah prophesied a Messiah (“ruler”) 
would come through the line of David 
(“Bethlehem-Ephrathah”) and bring 
peace and harmony. In what ways does 
the upcoming birth of Christ bring you 
comfort?   
 
Second Reading:  
As the season of Advent draws to a 
close, the author of Hebrews reminds us 
that as disciples of Christ, we must 
strive to do God’s will above all else. How 
do you stay focused on such an             
important task? 
  
Gospel:  
Luke is the only Evangelist to record the 
story of Mary visiting Elizabeth and only 
a portion of their conversation was     
preserved. What else do you imagine 
they talked about? 
 
©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Thank you for everyone for your 
generous donations.   
 
“I CAN SHARE THE HARVEST” was a 
bountiful success. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of December 19, 2021 
 

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
 
Monday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 /Lk 1:26-38 
 
Tuesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45  
 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
 
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  
 
Friday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79  
 
Saturday: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 18 
4:00 pm  Agnes & Raymond  
  Grimski 
 Frances Szpont 
 Alexander Reid 
 Henry Gambrell 
 Thomas & Irene  
  Twardecki 
 Robert Twardecki 
 John Skeltis 
 Anastasia Simowski 
  
Sunday, December 19 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Kyle Fuller 
 Jackie Loch 
 Ken Eckerle 
  
11:00 am     Earl Parrish 
 Rose Wingfield 
 Nick Smith 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday, December  22 
9:30 am     Bernadine Corbeill 
 
Friday,  December  24 
4:00 pm     Patricia Sikora 
 Wally Sikora 
 Barbara Wojcik 
 Frances Szpont 
 Edward Pelc  
 Patricia & Ray Kusza 
 Nola & Patrick Wernette 
 Paul Baker 
 Joe Rastelli 
 Joseph Niemczura 
 John Stimac 
 
9:00 pm      Leon & Dolores  
   Kozemchak 
 Tom Taylor 
 Karen Taylor 
 John & Nancy Peterson 
 Greg & Mary Elliott 
 Marin Elliott 

 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 25 
11:00 am  John Airlie 
 Jackie Loch 
 Christine Mixen 
 Ken & Richard Hernandez 
 Earl Parrish 
 Stephanie Elliott 
    
Sunday, December 26 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Kyle Makowski 
 Michael O’Dea 
   
11:00 am     Earl Parrish 
 Linda Galindo 
 Maddern Family 
 Michael Moltane 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“ #Advent invites us to prepare ourselves for Christmas, welcoming 
Jesus without fear.  If we open wide the doors of our life, everything 
takes on a new light and our family, work, suffering, health, 
friendship, become opportunities to discover His consoling 
presence.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (December 12, 2021) 

 

Dorothy Champagne 

Sharon Deller 

David Harrison 

Richard Harrison 

Joe Orlando 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Grace Witt 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


