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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Thoughts from Fr. Stanley: 

 

Our Pastoral Team wishes everyone a blessed Christmas Season! We extend a warm welcome to our 
parishioners and guests. We send greetings to our beloved homebound and those who are away from our 
parish family. The reality of the Incarnation of Jesus declares that our Savior desires to find a “dwelling 
place” in our hearts, families, community of faith, and the world. Emmanuel – God with us, “intervenes” into 
our personal and communal affairs – bringing the grace of healing, illumination and restoration. While 
some aspects of the world around us are beyond our control and are often saturated with darkness and 
evil, as children of the Light - we remain strong, perseverant, and hopeful. We hear anew the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. For a child is born to us, a son 
is given to us.” United as a caring and loving community, and faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, we are 
called to be messengers of compassion, healing, joy, light and peace. 

 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord exhorts us to remember that Jesus especially comes to us in the 
Word of God, and the Eucharist - the source and summit of our Christian faith and life. The “Eucharistic 
altar” becomes the “manger of Bethlehem” – the house of bread, from which we receive the Lord Jesus - 
our Bread of Life. As we eat our daily bread which satisfies our physical hunger, so we return – week after 
week, to the Eucharistic table of plenty. Gathered together with our fellow brothers and sisters for Holy 
Mass, we hear the Eternal Word of God proclaimed to us – announcing the Good News of salvation, and 
exhorting us to be heralds of “glad tidings” in every area of our daily lives. “A Savior has been born to you, 
the Messiah and Lord” (Lk 2:11). May the blessings of the Christ-Child and His loving Mother Mary, dispel 
anxiety and lethargy from our hearts, and enable us to look into the New Year of grace with fervent hope 
and living faith! 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley 



3 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PARISH NEWS 

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021 
 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/
  Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52  
 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/ 
  Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5,  
  7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 
 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,  
  5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
  Lk 2:36-40 
 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/ 
  Jn 1:1-18 
 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8/ 
  Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11,  
  12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 

Readings for the week of January 2, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11,  
  12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8,  
  10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  
 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/ 
  Mk 6:34-44  
 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/ 
  Mk 6:45-52  
 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and  
  15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a  
 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 
   19-20/Lk 5:12-16 
 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 
  6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30 
 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,  
  9-10/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21 

THE WORD Dear Parish Family, 

  

As we prepare to put up the angels  that have been part of our 
Christmas décor for the past few years, they sparkle and add 
thoughts of the hymn Hark the Herald Angels Sing. Much as these 
remind us of Christmas, they are symbols of how God sent the 
message of the birth of Jesus to people on earth.  God sent the 
angel not to the princes and wealthy, but rather to the shepherds 
– the ordinary people. (Luke 1:52-53).  The angel spoke reassuring 
words – “Be not afraid!”  Could the shepherds have known who or 
what an angel was? Or did they know who the Savior was? In God’s 
providential wisdom, the angels announced  the great news of 
salvation..  “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will 
be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in the city of  
David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 

  

Billy Graham said “Angels are secret servants.  Angels are real and 
God commanded them to watch over us.”  Perhaps you have had 
an experience which was frightening or enlightening when you 
have expressed “my guardian angel was looking out for me.” We 
have often seen or felt an angel in the midst of danger, and know 
that God has sent this angel to intervene on our behalf. 

  

During this pandemic it is often said “First responders, hospital 
staff, and others are angels here on earth doing God’s work.”  We 
know the tremendous amount of care they share with others.  Or 
“my mom was an angel or the death of a child is referred to as an 
angel on earth.” Earthly angels are everywhere! 

  

We often see angels depicted in Christian artwork, often shaped 
like humans of extraordinary beauty with wings or divine light. We 
pray to the Archangels Gabriel, Raphael, and Michael. Saint Pope 
John Paul II emphasized the roll of angels on Catholic teaching in 
his 1986 “Angels participate in the History of Salvation.” 

  

Let us open our hearts and minds as we sing Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo (Glory be to God on High) the greater doxology, also known as 
the angelic hymn of the angels and each try to be a bit more      
angelic. 

  

Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas. 

  

Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 
Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families of origin, the current family of 
which we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be 
found in family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing 
abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, 
experiences, and unresolved baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to 
our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what prejudices we believe. 
  
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only by human effort that we                      
negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the      
human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are                 
associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that there is a Divine Story being told as 
well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when we see 
nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness. 
 
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from 
the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope 
Francis tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other 
families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to do this when we realize that we are still works 
in progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding 
story of love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can 
too. 
 
©LPi 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 
“He so loved us that for our sake He was made man in time, through Whom all times were made; was in the world 
less in years than His servants, though older than the world itself in His eternity; was made man, Who made man; 
was created of a mother, whom He created; was carried by hands which He formed; nursed at the breasts which 
He had filled; cried in the manger in wordless infancy, He the Word without Whom all human eloquence is mute                
(St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The miracle of what happens at Christmas is truly an awesome mystery. Revealed in 
the silent ordinariness of life is God’s intimate love for humanity and all that he made. The Word, existing for all 
time, comes and dwells among us. God kisses us. We can seek and soar with playful delight as a joy never known 
before fills our heart. 
 
Joy is best expressed through dance. There is just something truly wonderful about the self-abandon a beautiful 
melodic dance reveals. If we are able to let go and really be free, it celebrates life in a way few other experiences 
really can. With the birth of Jesus Christ, God takes the Divine Dance to a deeper and more tangible level. We can 
now not only see what we believe but believe what we see! This most perfect dance is a call to beauty, innocence, 
truth, purpose, hope, faith, and love. Today we know, beyond doubt, that we are a necessary part of God’s                
beautifully choreographed masterpiece of life and not just a random happening without real intent or purpose. We 
are loved, treasured, and blessed. 
 
Accepting the truth of God’s birth in time we also accept an invitation to dance with God. We can let go of what 
tethers us to anxious concerns and superficial securities. Throw caution to the wind and go with God. We have 
been blessed with talents, gifts, and life eternal. Follow the rhythm of the dance with joy and listen to what the 
Word who became flesh tells us about what the next steps can be. Today, heaven remains the same, but earth has 
been profoundly changed. 
©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Thank you for everyone for your 
generous donations.   
 
“I CAN SHARE THE HARVEST” was a 
bountiful success. 
 
God Bless 

Friday,  December  24 
4:00 pm     Patricia Sikora 
 Wally Sikora 
 Barbara Wojcik 
 Frances Szpont 
 Edward Pelc  
 Patricia & Ray Kusza 
 Nola & Patrick Wernette 
 Paul Baker 
 Joe Rastelli 
 Joseph Niemczura 
 John Stimac 
 
9:00 pm      Leon & Dolores  
   Kozemchak 
 Tom Taylor 
 Karen Taylor 
 John & Nancy Peterson 
 Greg & Mary Elliott 
 Marin Elliott 
 
Saturday, December 25 
11:00 am  John Airlie 
 Jackie Loch 
 Christine Mixen 
 Ken & Richard Hernandez 
 Earl Parrish 
 Stephanie Elliott 
    

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 26 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Kyle Makowski 
 Michael O’Dea 
   
11:00 am     Earl Parrish 
 Linda Galindo 
 Maddern Family 
 Michael Moltane 
 
Saturday,  January 1 
4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 
 David Krysinski 
 Leanne Krysinski 
 Eric Krysinski 
 Jillian Krysinski 
 Mason Krysinski 
 Jenna Krysinski 
 Merik Krysinski 
 Steve Patrishkoff 
 John & Nancy Peterson 
 Tom Taylor 
 Karen Taylor 
 

Sunday, January 2 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Barb Nye 
 
11:00 am  Henry & Mary  
  Naguszewski 
 Earl Parrish 
 Cathy Baldwin 
 
Saturday,  January 8 
4:00 pm     Jerome Burger 
 
Sunday, January 9 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Brenda Fandrei 
 
11:00 am  James & Lisa Lafferty 
 David Reamer 

Christmas Spiritual Journey 

 

“I have come to call not the  self-righteous  

to a change of heart, but sinners”  

(Lk 5:32). 

 

Jan. 1/2, Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass at: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 11 am 

 

Jan. 8/9, Baptism of the Lord 

Mass at: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 11 am 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“#Christmas symbols, especially the creche and trimmed tree, bring 
us back to the certainty that fills the heart with peace, with joy for 
the Incarnation, to God who becomes familiar: He dwells with us, He 
fills our days with the rhythm of hope.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (December 16, 2021) 

 

Dorothy Champagne 

Sharon Deller 

David Harrison 

Richard Harrison 

Joe Orlando 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Grace Witt 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 



7 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


