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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 
“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ.”  
— Pope Francis 
 
What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many times, impulse takes control and 
decisions are made based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions can 
often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense of who they are and a real understanding of 
what is important and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us 
what we need to make well informed and purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as 
His own and provides us with the identity and purpose we need to properly live life.  
 
It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize that we no longer have to 
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who we are in God has 
been given to us. We no longer have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues 
surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care 
for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to those in search of a home, the purpose and proper place 
of work, how to create a just social order, caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and 
stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based on things 
such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new creations that 
we are. This is how we live our baptism. 
 
It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are 
sinners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we are called to order our life and make decisions based 
upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and 
daughters. Standing up for our principles will not make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a 
popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for that which goes against the grain of secularism. 
Standing in line with other sinners, we have our anchor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is very 
pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear. 
 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Jesus stood in line with everyone else and 
was baptized. There is something            
incredibly humbling about how this must 
have played out. Then, God did something 
truly awesome and inspiring. Through a 
very gentle and simple action he let the 
world know about the special relationship 
He shares with Jesus. That’s exactly what 
is so incredible about our baptisms as 
well! Through those holy waters God      
announces to the world the special place 
we also occupy in His heart. We no longer 
have to wonder about the purpose of our 
lives or struggle to find our way. We do not 
need to fumble around, tripping over      
ourselves and wondering why we are even 
here. The answer has been given. All we 

have to do is live out the vocation we have 
received, to live the Gospel in fidelity to 

our Creator. There is nothing to fear and 
worry has no place. Standing in line with 
other sinners, we have our anchor and 
God is very pleased.  
 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
Wishing all of you, a very Happy New Year! 
  
For many of us this is a time to create a list of New Year’s 
resolutions which may end up on the floor after a very few 
days or weeks. For me I want to be better at practicing      
forgiveness, and taking the time to do a little something for 
others, rather than feeling it has to be of greater                   
significance. Above all practice my sense of gratefulness to 
our almighty Father. 
  
What have you decided for your resolutions?  Do they reflect 
a greater commitment to attend Mass more often, be it from 
home or Church, contact friends or family that you haven’t 
been in touch with lately, or share a random act of                    
kindness?  Whatever our best intentions, it is a start to a 
better you.  Pope Francis shared his resolutions.    
  

1.       Don’t gossip.    
2.       Finish your meals. 
3.       Make time for others. 
4.       Choose the more humble purchase. 
5.       Meet the poor – in the flesh. 
6.       Stop judging others. 
7.       Befriend those who disagree. 
8.       Make commitments – such as marriage. 
9.       Make it a habit to “ask the Lord.” 
10.   Be happy. 
  
“If you should fail, be humble, and make a resolution to be 
obedient to God’s will, and then get up and carry on.” St.       
Padre Pio 
  
Words can inspire action and when we act with hope, we 
create a wave of love. The timeless song by Burt Bacharack 
reminds us What the World Needs Now, is Love Sweet Love. 
This song tells us : there is just too little of and it is not just 
for some, but for everyone. 
  
With God’s help, may this New Year bring you health and 
happiness,  
Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 
Thank you to those who supported our SOCK IT TO US Sock Drive.   



5 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

Happy New Year! 
 
Thank you so much for your 
continued prayers and support. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of January 9, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-38/  
  Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20  
 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28  
 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39  
 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45  
 
Friday:  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12  
 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17 
 
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 8 
4:00 pm     Jerome Burger 
 
Sunday, January 9 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Brenda Fandrei 
 
11:00 am  James & Lisa Lafferty 
 David Reamer 
 Joseph & Evelyn Drotos 
 Mitch Jenson 
 Charlotte Schemke 
 
Wednesday,  January 12 
4:00 pm     The People of St. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 15 
4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 
 Victoria Polochio 
 Tony & Jenny Benick 
 
Sunday, January 16 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Randy Bearden 
 
11:00 am  Malcom Bateson 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 
First Reading:   
The prophet Isaiah was called to 
bring words of comfort and good 
news to the beleaguered Israelites 
held captive in Babylon. How do 
you minister to those in your life      
struggling to find God’s presence?  
 
Second Reading:   
Paul taught Titus that baptized    
believers are called “to live           
temperately, justly, and devoutly.”  
How well do you think you live by 
this moral and ethical standard?     
 
Gospel:   
We hear today the account of the 
baptism of Jesus and God’s words 
from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
What do you imagine Jesus did 
(prior to the start of his public     
ministry) that was so pleasing to 
God? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“By giving us His Son, God offers us a fraternity based on true love, 
making it possible for me to encounter others who are different, 
feeling compassion for their sufferings, drawing near and caring for 
them even though they do not belong to my family, ethnic group or 
religion.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 4, 2022) 

 

Dorothy Champagne 

Richard Harrison 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

Bernard Theisen 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


