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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

With the universal Church, we have entered into the first period of Ordinary Time which “bridges” the 
seasons of Christmas and Lent. The Roman Missal reminds us that during the Ordinary Time we celebrate 
and honor the mystery of Jesus Christ in its fullness. As people of living faith we come together every 
week for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, to be immersed into the transforming reality of Jesus’ 
dying and rising – the paschal mystery. Sunday - the Lord’s Day, is the basic structure upon which the 
liturgical year of the Church is built. The fruits of Sunday celebration infuse us with human and divine 
graces to give witness to the presence of the living God in every circumstance of our daily life. As 
committed disciples of Jesus Christ, we gather together to give thanks to the Lord, and to encourage one 
another on our pilgrimage of faith. 
 

The reality of the Incarnation of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, continues to unfold in the spiritual riches and 
graces of the liturgical year – as we thoughtfully reflect upon and actively participate in the saving 
mysteries of our redemption. One of the prayers we offer during Mass is called the “Preface.” It is the 
proclamation of praise and thanksgiving which follows the opening dialogue (Lift up your hearts, etc.), and 
leads into the Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy Lord). The prefaces included in the Roman Missal describe various 
dimensions of the saving grace bestowed upon us in Jesus Christ. “It is truly right and just, our duty and 
our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy, through your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent as our Savior and our 
Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.” The Holy Spirit inspires us to see all 
reality – both visible and invisible, as God’s great gift to us. As Christians, we are called to manifest our 
thankfulness by faithful participation in the Sunday Mass, and joyful proclamation of the Good News of 
salvation to the whole world! 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley 
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PARISH NEWS 

Relationships are hard to clarify.              
Determining whether people in our lives 
are simply acquaintances and associates 
or a deeper level of friend is a journey that 
takes time. Identifying and celebrating 
those people who really care about us is a 
lifelong adventure that involves both     
moments of intense elation and           
heartache. Some relationships are more 
easily definable than others. Two people 
who are in love must decide whether the 
love they share has the freedom and 
depth necessary for lifelong                     
commitments. Other relationships may 
look like friendship but may harbor grave 
dysfunction and toxicity. Discernment is 
needed on all fronts. Our relationship with 
God also needs definition and                      
discernment. God has taken creation as 
His spouse and human beings as His             
children. God delights in us and all that He 
has made. The wedding feast at Cana 
demonstrates God’s investment in all of 
this, especially our happiness. Life is a 
time for celebration and great rejoicing!  
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
Have you ever given thought to  little things or ephemeral (short 
lived) events that happen in your life?  Did they bring you joy or 
sadness? Lonesco tells us “Only the ephemeral is of lasting value.” 
Perhaps moments we cherish most in life, are the ones that last 
only a short while. We have all heard about not fully appreciating 
the precious little moments in life, if we did not have some             
negative experiences, i.e.: “the high’s and low’s.” 
   
Scarcity increases where wonders are experienced – a perfect 
snowflake melting on our hand, or the infectious laughter of a 
child, become memories we delight in forever.  Am I stopping to 
feel and absorb these special moments?  Perhaps not as much as 
I should? 
  
St Therese of Lisieux  always spoke of “the little things.” It is often 
mentioned that “it was her little ways” that brought her to             
Sainthood. She taught us “We cannot all do great things.  But, we 
can do small things with great love.” 
  
As we begin this new year let’s all take time to cherish those 
ephemeral moments and commit them to memory. 
  
May our loving God show you these special times. 
Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
God delights in you. How do you feel when you hear that? Delight usually comes with an exuberant flow of joy that 
seemingly arises from one’s toes with the expression of great glee. Reflecting upon the deep measure of joy God 
has in us can be a source of joy for ourselves. Delight is infectious. A very young brother and sister were playing on 
the beach when the all too familiar ice cream truck made its daily rounds. The boy shook with excitement and     
delight as he took his sister’s hand and exclaimed, “The ice cream man is here, isn’t it great!” As they ran off toward 
the truck, one could hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I can’t wait!” The experience of a child’s delight in something so    
simple as ice cream, lifts our spirits from our burdens and transports us to the lighter, more innocent side of life. 
 
Life is not meant to be a burden. Believe it or not, God actually wants us to be happy! In fact, the wedding feast at 
Cana shows us that God even puts His blessing on our happiness. It is okay to celebrate the wonder of ourselves 
and others. Life is good. It is always interesting to note that Jesus saves the good wine until last. You would think it 
would be the other way around. The superb quality of Jesus’ wine points to the superior quality of life we find in 
Christ. It is not a life of burdens but a life of wonder and delight! In Christ, we are lifted from the superficial and 
mundane to a life of purpose, hope, and love. 
 
God is with us through the long haul, through the challenges and sorrows as well as the successes and                     
accomplishments. In spite of the fact that we often wander from the path, God’s celebratory delight in us remains. 
As spouses are asked to remain faithful to each other through whatever life brings, God remains faithful too. This 
promise remains through this life and into the next. All we have to do is take the advice of Jesus’ mother to heart 
when she says, “Listen to him.” This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in to the illusion that we can make better 
wine than Jesus. 
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It Takes All Kinds  
 
“If every flower wanted to be a rose,” wrote St. Therese of Lisieux, “spring would lose its loveliness.” 
 
Who is God asking you to be today? There is an obvious answer that springs to mind right out of the gate. God 
wants me to be a good person (a good father, a good husband) today; today, God wants me to be a saint. 
 
But this answer fails to get to the heart of the question. We are all striving today to serve the same Spirit, but we 
are given different gifts to do so. The one who has the gift of knowledge may fail if today he decides he wants to be 
a healer. The one who has the gift of “varieties of tongues” might falter in the expression of wisdom. 
 
Think about the wedding at Cana and the players in the scene: the servers, the guests, the bride and groom. They 
all have a unique role to play, and though it is to the servers that Mary gives the instruction, “Do whatever he tells 
you,” her words apply to all. 
 
Today, are we called to be the servers — do we wait on God’s instruction and carry it out, no matter how foolish or 
impossible it may seem to our human ears? Are we asked to be the disciples, to bear witness to a miracle and to 
give our testimony? Are we called to imitate the Blessed Mother herself and give encouragement to follow God’s 
word? 
 
Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence of our hearts to the direction of the Spirit. Then and only then, let 
us do whatever He tells us. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS            ©LPi 



5 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 
continued prayers and support. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of January 16, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  
 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22  
 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28  
 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  
 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12  
 
Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19  
 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21  
 
Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8-10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30/  
  Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 15 
4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 
 Victoria Polochio 
 Tony & Jenny Benick 
 
Sunday, January 16 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Randy Bearden 
 
11:00 am  Malcom Bateson 
 Earl Parrish 
 Marilyn Parrish 
 
Wednesday,  January 19 
4:00 pm     Bernadine Corbeill 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 22 
4:00 pm     The People of St. Mark  
 
Sunday, January 23 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Joan Ozimek 
 
11:00 am  Earl Parrish  
 Marilyn Parrish 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
First Reading:  
The prophet Isaiah used marriage 
imagery (bridge and groom) to     
describe the Lord’s love for his    
people, Israel. What do you see as 
some implications of this          
marriage imagery?  
 
Second Reading:   
Paul taught the Corinthians that 
the individual gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are meant to benefit and 
unify the   community of faith. 
How do you use your spiritual gifts 
within your faith community?    
 
Gospel:  
Jesus turning water into wine at 
the wedding feast in Cana was one 
of the first public “signs” he       
performed revealing his divinity. It 
also showed Jesus’ compassion, 
sparing the family shame at       
running short of wine. How do you 
imagine the family reacted to     
Jesus’ intervention and rescue? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Sometimes, looking at our lives, we see only the things we lack and 
forget the talents we possess.  Yet God gave them to us because He 
trusts us and asks us to make the most of the present moment, not 
yearning for the past, but waiting industriously for His return.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 11, 2022) 

 

Dorothy Champagne 

Sharon Deller 

Mary Hernandez 

Joe Orlando 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


