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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Human history reveals many periods where people lost a sense of God’s transcendence. It may even be 
argued that human beings have been wandering and lost more than they have been at home and focused. 

Human nature being what it is, we struggle with who God really is — the God of our salvation history or the 
“gods” of human constructs. Relying on our own designs and pursuits, we forget that we really are meant 
to listen to One upon whom the Spirit of the Lord rests, Jesus Christ, and not to ourselves. That same 

history that reveals our fickleness and infidelity also reveals God’s constancy and faithfulness. God always 
finds us. 

 

As people wander and fumble to find their way, God is there bringing them back to holiness and giving 
them the assurance of His presence. We have to allow God’s Word, God’s life, to touch us and change us. It 
can make us more flexible and attentive to the sacred in all facets of life so that every day is one that is 

holy. Every day is a time when fulfillment is possible for one’s soul. Jesus stood before those gathered in 
the synagogue as the fulfillment of words of promise that were echoed long ago. God doesn’t forget. He 
always comes for us. 

 

Now it is time to remember to go to God. Sometimes our lives are so confused and tangled that it is 
difficult to see the Word and hand of God. But when we realize, deep within, the depth of friendship God 
offers to us it really has the power to turn sadness to joy. The promise is fulfilled. Going frequently to God’s 
Word, allowing ourselves to be enriched and rejuvenated, and pondering the certainly of God’s fidelity and 

promise permanently transforms us. We will be more aware of the sacred and the holy and less invested in 

things that pull us away. 

 

©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

People can easily lose a sense of the sacred and 
transcendent. When we lose a sense of God’s special 
presence, we need to be brought back. Ezra brought 
people back to the word of God and they realized what 
they were missing. Jesus proclaims God’s word in the 
synagogue with true conviction and tells those gath-
ered that he is the fulfillment of all that Isaiah taught. 
Even though people get lost, distracted, discouraged, 
and often journey down the wrong path, God’s time-
less law remains. When we allow ourselves to truly 
hear God’s word and act on it, that living word slowly, 
over time, changes us. It has the power to soften and 
mold us, creating within us a joyful spirit. We realize 
the truth in what God speaks and become open to 
God’s love. Gradually and gently God leads us back 
where we belong. We discover again the sacred char-
acter of life and the wonder of God’s power. It is no 
wonder that Luke addresses his remarks to Theophi-
lus. It is a name that means “beloved of God,” a name 
that can be used by anyone who desires friendship 
with God.  
 

©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
St. Thomas Aquinas | January 28 
One of the most famous members of the Dominican Order, 
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) is well-known by many for 
his theological work, “The Summa Theologiae.” Born in Italy, 
his mother wanted him to become a Benedictine and had 
high hopes that he would eventually become abbot of Monte 
Cassino, where he spent much of his youth. To change his 
vocation, she had him kidnapped by his brothers on his way 
to Paris at the age of 19. He spent two years in their          
captivity. Despite this, nothing could shake him from his 
vocation to become a Dominican priest and he was        
eventually released. Once free, he went to Paris and then to 
Cologne, where he finished his studies with Albert the 
Great.   

His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his     
writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith and 
reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge,              
encompasses his writings. The Summa Theologiae, his last 
and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole 
of Catholic theology. 
The patron saint of teachers, theologians and students, St. 
Thomas Aquinas died in 1274. His life and the impact he had 
on the whole Church, however, remains alive today.  

©LPi 
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REFLECTION 

Plant Your Works in the Word 
 
One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest word and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall mes-
sage. When you take a quiet moment to rest with the Word, you find how quickly the most mundane sentence can reach 
out and grab you, pulling you into a deeper contemplation of some truth you hadn’t even considered until then. 
 
But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book of Nehemiah, standing before the Water Gate “listening attentively.” 
Whether it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the Word or at home poring over the Bible, time after time we find ourselves 
less mindful than we could be. Our ears accept the sounds of the words and our eyes glance over the shape of the let-
ters.  
 
But are we mindful — truly?  
 
The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There are always tasks to be completed, problems weighing on our 
minds that we can’t quite give over to God. We lose ourselves in these things instead of in Scripture. We “clock in” with 
Bible reading instead of “diving in.”   
 
We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit and life. They are the soil that quickens the seed of all steward-
ship. There is no mindfulness, no prayer, no graciousness, no gratitude or accountability or sense of commitment unless 
there is the Word.  
 
So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action will be grounded in the law of God — giving it true spirit and 
life. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

Dear Parish Family, 
  
With the tremendous help of Tom & Lori Harm, and Chris, Joey & Sean Bailey, the Christmas trees, wreaths and 
angels are packed away until next  year. Fr. Stanley managed to secure our beautiful crèche, and Steve has the job 
of arranging the garage.  A huge thank you to everyone!! 
  
Thinking of Fr. Stanley’s green thumb, the pines in the worship area are now on their fourth year.  Not a bad         
purchase for $12.00!  All plants at St. Mark give thanks that I am not their gardener. 
  
2021 Donation Statements are ready in the Parish Office.  You may pick yours up, or we will be happy to mail it to 
you. 
  
Please pick up your offertory envelopes in the gathering space.  If you are unable to do so, please call the parish 
office and we will make arrangements to get them to you. If you did not find your envelopes, and wish to have 
them, please call us. 
  
Notice:  If Fitzgerald Schools are closed for weather, our parish will also be closed for services. 
  
I want to reiterate what Fr. Stanley is reminding you all “ to be extremely careful when entering or exiting the              
Parish.  The slope in front of the main doors  is very hazardous, and especially so with any kind of moisture on it.” 
  
May our Loving God Bless You. 
  
Mary Jo 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 
continued prayers and support. 
 
God Bless 

Readings for the week of January 23, 2022 
 

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8-10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30/  
  Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  
 
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/Mk 3:22-30 
 
Tuesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117: 1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18 
 
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/Mk 4:1-20  
 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25  
 
Friday:  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34  
 
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Mk 4:35-41  
 
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17/1 Cor 12:31—13:13/ 
  Lk 4:21-30 

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 22 
4:00 pm     Karol Lipinski 
 Angeline Lipinski 
 Donald Krysinski  
 
Sunday, January 23 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 Joan Ozimek 
 
11:00 am  Earl Parrish  
 Marilyn Parrish 
 
Wednesday,  January 26 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 29 
4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 
 Edward Pelc  
 
Sunday, January 30 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 
11:00 am  Earl Parrish  
 Marilyn Parrish 
 Bernice & Richard Zabkki 
 Anne & Marvin Magnus 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
First Reading:     
Ezra and Nehemiah were the         
religious and political leaders of  
Judah in the mid-5th century BC. 
They grounded their leadership in 
Scripture (“the book of the law.”) 
What role does sacred Scripture 
have in guiding your life?  
 
Second Reading:  
Paul used the human body as an 
analogy for the “many parts” of the 
Christian community in Corinth that 
should unite as the “one body” of 
Christ. In what ways do you find this 
a challenging vision for community? 
      
Gospel:   
Today’s reading contains both the 
opening prologue to the Gospel of 
Luke and the initial reaction to     
Jesus’ return to his hometown of 
Nazareth. Luke is the only                    
Evangelist to provide us with a            
prologue outlining his motivation to 
write his Gospel. What details do 
you find most interesting from 
Luke’s prologue? 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Like the Magi who came from the East to Bethlehem to honor the 
Messianic King, we Christians are also pilgrims on the way toward 
full unity, in the diversity of our confessions and traditions.  Let us 
#PrayTogether and keep our eyes fixes on Jesus, our only Lord. 
#ChristianUnity” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 18, 2022) 

 

Dorothy Champagne 

Sharon Deller 

Mary Hernandez 

Joe Orlando 

Dale Parrish 

Marilyn Parrish 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


