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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran Roman Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic of the 
violent activities of government armed forces, right-wing groups, and leftist guerrillas involved in El 
Salvador’s civil conflict (Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the voiceless, he was an outspoken 
champion of the poor who were the ones most affected by the civil unrest and violence. His advocacy 
provoked several attempts on his life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar Romero was convinced that before all else 

his faith in the resurrected Christ and the values of the Gospel trumped any earthly concern or worry. He 
walked with complete confidence and trust. On March 24, 1980, St. Oscar Romero was assassinated while 
celebrating Mass. Such is often the fate of those who challenge the socio-political agendas of the day. 
 
We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar Romero as something extraordinary. In one sense it is. 
Through the power of God, an ordinary human being did extraordinary things. But, in and of himself, St. 
Oscar Romero was simply a humble, loving servant of God. Oscar knew not only the power of love but the 
risk that comes when loving unconditionally. The beauty of God’s message was able to shine in and 
through him because he was able to step out of the way and be a vessel. One can assume that for St. Oscar 
Romero, one’s earthly life has no merit when faith, integrity, conviction, zeal and love are jettisoned. Fear 
and apprehension had no grip on this man who not only saw but spoke the truth. 
 
Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to speak of God as love. But have we ever considered the 
ramifications of this radical message? There are assaults on human life occurring daily. More and more the 

value and worth of a human being is being reduced and minimalized. We are becoming widgets in the 
production of life. In our whole simple humble ways, we too are called to be prophets. Knowing who you 

are and what is within your means to do, how can you make God’s love real, stand up for what is right, and 
give witness to the sacredness of all that is around you? 
 
©LPi 
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PARISH NEWS 

Prophets possess an intimate knowledge of God 
and act on their experience of God. Prophetic    
messages usually challenge the status quo and 
draw us up and out of ourselves, focusing us on the 
bigger picture. We often think of ourselves and our 
own needs first. When we listen to    someone 
speak, we judge the merit of the message by its  
degree of usefulness. If the message or vision     
contains no personal benefit or profit but a call to 
stretch and grow, we can become indignant.   
Prophets are usually the ones whose message   
challenges us and calls us to see things differently 
and love more perfectly and deeply. God is love. 
When listening to St. Paul speak about love we    
witness the unfolding of this type of unconditional, 
other centered, self-sacrificial perfect God. It is an 
invitation to life, freedom, and happiness that can 
be offered to us only by God. Jesus, who is God and 
Love   incarnate, calls us to this richer expression of 
love. Are we ready to listen and be challenged and 
stretched? 
©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY IMPORTANT NOTES: 
 
2021 Donation Statements are ready in the 
Parish Office.  You may pick yours up, or we 
will be happy to mail it to you. 
  
Please pick up your offertory envelopes in 
the gathering space.  If you are unable to do 
so, please call the parish office and we will 
make arrangements to get them to you. If 
you did not find your envelopes, and wish to 
have them, please call us. 
  
Notice:  If Fitzgerald Schools are closed for 
weather, our parish will also be closed for 
services. 

First Corinthians and the Stewardship of Social Media 
 
“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar as these words are, they never seem to stray into the territory of becoming 
trite or silly. At their core they communicate a truth about us and about our Creator that never fails to inspire.  
 
But despite the fact that you’ve probably heard it at many weddings over time, First Corinthians isn’t just for newlyweds. 
It wasn’t written for married folks. It’s for every single one of us, in every state of life and every social situation, in every 
country and culture and language across the globe.  
 
Which means that First Corinthians is even for the online world. It’s for Facebook and Twitter and Instagram and all the 
other platforms I’m forgetting (there seems to be a new one every day, doesn’t there?). 
 
A sense of division — whether rooted in politics, culture or anything else — is growing in our world, and it’s never more 
obvious than when we observe interactions online. It is far easier, after all, to remember what love is when a human be-
ing of flesh and blood stands before us. When all we see is an avatar or a profile picture on a screen — especially accom-
panied by an opinion with which we vehemently disagree — even the most loving Christians can throw First Corinthians 
out the window. 
 
As everyday stewards we know that we are charged to be not only gracious but grateful. We receive others but we also 
give thanks for what they bring to us — even if that’s an opportunity to “strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.” 
 
So before the next time you post anything online, I suggest giving First Corinthians a read — and remember, love never 
fails. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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REFLECTION 
Dear Parish Family, 

  

As I was reading through the parish emails this morning, Mathew Kelly’s Dynamic Catholic popped up and it 
was an analogy of the best and worst traits of men and women.  Of course, I wondered which of these were on 
my radar.  Over 40,000 people participated in this survey. 

  

What do you think and where do you fit, or need to improve on? 

 

MEN 

BEST                               WORST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN 

BEST                                    WORST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We are taught of the Seven Virtues, which include the cardinal virtues of mind and character - prudence, justice, 
fortitude, temperance, and the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity.  St John Vianney said “virtue de-
mands courage, constant effort, and above all – help from on high.”   There is never a time in our lives when we 
cannot look into our hearts and minds and think of areas which do not need improvement. As we reflect on our 
virtues, this is a time to remind ourselves of one of Fr. Stanley’s mantras – “progress not perfection!” As the 
scripture says, “be holy as my heavenly Father is Holy.” 

  

Most of us try to be charitable, but again, can I be more so?  “Charity is the form, mover, Mother and root of all 
virtues.” St Thomas Aquinas   

  

Let’s all take a good look in the mirror and see who we really are.  Am I someone that others see in a good light, 
or do I need to ask God to help me improve to who I want to be?    

  

Have a blessed day! 

Mary Jo    

KINDNESS 

INTEGRITY 

SENSE OF HUMOR 

CONFIDENCE 

LOYAL 

RESPECTFUL 

APPRECIATIVE 

SELFISH 

MEAN 

APOTHETIC 

UNFAITHFUL 

INCONSIDERATE 

UNSTABLE 

IMMORAL 

KIND 

HONEST 

AUTHENTIC 

CLASSY 

LOYAL 

FUN 

SUPPORTIVE   

ENTITLED 

MANIPULATIVE 

SELFCENTERED 

UNFAITHFUL 

MEAN 

SUPERFICIAL 

COMPLAINING 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and support. 
 

God Bless 

Readings for the week of January 30, 2022 
 

Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17/1 Cor 12:31—13:13/ 
  Lk 4:21-30 
 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 5:1-20  
 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/Ps 86:1-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43  
 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40  
 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 
 
Friday:  Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/Mk 6:14-29 
 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/Mk 6:30-34  
 
Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/1 Cor 15:1-11/Lk 5:1-11  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  January 29 
4:00 pm     Frances Szpont 
 Edward Pelc  
 
Sunday, January 30 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 
11:00 am  Earl Parrish  
 Marilyn Parrish 
 Bernice & Richard Zabkki 
 Anne & Marvin Magnus 
 
Wednesday,  February 2 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 5 
4:00 pm     Steve Patriskoff 
 Helen Moskal 
 
Sunday, February 6 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 
 
11:00 am  Jim Wawrzyniak 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading Question:   
In his call to be a prophet, the Lord 
informs Jeremiah of both the     
human resistance and the divine 
providence that lies ahead for 
him. When have you felt God’s 
presence in the midst of turmoil in 
your life?  
   
Second Reading:   
Paul eloquently defines the      
spiritual virtue of “love” for the 
Christians in Corinth. How well do 
you live by the standards of love 
as defined by Paul?       
 
Gospel:   
The people of Nazareth were 
“filled with fury” at Jesus’ words to 
them. How do you imagine Jesus 
reacted to being rejected by those 
in his hometown of Nazareth?  
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Like Saul before his encounter with Christ, we need to change 
course, to invert the route of our habits and our ways, in order to 
find the path that the Lord points out to us: the path of humility, 
fraternity and adoration. #ChristianUnity” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 25, 2022) 

 

 

Sharon Deller 

Mary Hernandez 

Joe Orlando 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


