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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

The Holy Bible teaches that people cannot live on “physical bread” alone. God said to our ancestors: “Yahweh let you 
be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, to show you that not by bread alone does man live, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Dt 8:3). Indeed, as spiritual and immortal human beings - we 
need daily sustenance of the life-giving Word of God! The Bible should have a prominent place in our home, 
reminding us that our loving God is always ready to enter into a personal dialogue with us. There are many ways to 

gain nourishment and inspiration from the Holy Scriptures. One of them is to prayerfully read the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation. However, individually, as a family, and as a community of faith, we can truly benefit from reading and 
reflecting on the daily and weekend selections in the Lectionary for Mass. The arrangement of these biblical 
passages shows the unfolding of the “history of salvation,” and emphasizes the main themes of biblical spirituality. 
“For the word of God is living and active” (Heb 4:12), and “it has power to build you up and give you heritage among 
those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). 

 

There are numerous publications, both printed and electronic, allowing us to easily access the daily and weekend 
selections of the Holy Scriptures. Our parish website can direct us to some of these valuable spiritual resources. 
When we open the “daily Lectionary” of the Word of God, the Holy Spirit gradually awakens us to our true-self, 
reveals the real nature of God, unites us with our Eucharistic community of faith, and brings us together as one 
human family – created in the image of God, and redeemed by the incarnate Word of God, Jesus Christ. “Praised be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in His great mercy gave us new birth which draws its life from the 
resurrection of Jesus – a birth to an imperishable inheritance kept for us in heaven” (1 Pt, 3-4). The Apostle Paul 
writes: “Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and admonish one 
another. Sing gratefully to God from your hearts in psalms, hymns, and inspired songs. Whatever you do, whether in 
speech or in action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col 3, 16-17). 
“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it” (Lk 11:28). 

 

In Christ’s abundant Life, 

Fr. Stanley 
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PARISH NEWS 

When we encounter or even ponder God’s        
magnificence, power, and awesomeness, we   
easily begin to feel our own smallness and        
perceived insignificance. After all, who can     
compete with eternal greatness, seraphim, or the 
ability to catch great numbers of fish? We          
unfortunately think that God’s presence         
somehow overrides us, reduces our importance, 
and only seeks to judge our inadequacies and 
doubts. Things begin to change a bit when we   
realize that what we may have seen as                  
overwhelming and frightening is really only        
unconditional, unmerited love. Love has                 
tremendous majesty and power. When we listen 
to this power and stop seeing it as threatening or 
dooming, our fear dissipates and Divine                
friendship takes root. Remaining close to what 
we once preferred at a distance, we can journey 
to places we never thought possible and do 
things we never thought we could do.             
Strengthened by Divine friendship and                  
encouraged by its life-giving power, we can say 
“here I am, send me!” when God asks, “whom shall 
I send?” Sin and fear no longer are of concern to 
the one who remains close to God in a bond of 
trust. 
      ©LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 
 

2021 Donation Statements are ready in the 
Parish Office.  You may pick yours up, or 
we will be happy to mail it to you. 
   
If Fitzgerald Schools are closed for    
weather, our parish will also be closed for 
services. 

Dear Parish Family, 
  

The devastating shooting that happened eight weeks ago in 
Oxford, created lasting memories of lives lost, and the      
incredible emotional havoc on all of us here in Michigan and 
beyond.  It changed the totality of life in a brief instant and 
stole the stability and happiness of many.  Not only were 
students, faculty and parents effected, but first responders, 
and those in the medical field, but entire communities. 
  
There is a particular story which began  by two men waiting 
in the checkout line at the Meijer store in Oxford.  Many of us 
have had the experience of chatting with those around us as 
we waited to check out, but probably not of this                        
significance. Paul Marshall  turns to the  man behind him and 
comments “I see you have ice cream- boy that’s gonna be 
melted by the time you get home.” “Yes, the ice breaker is 
melting the ice cream.”  Many conversations in Oxford now 
turn to the shooting; Paul’s son was hiding behind a locked 
door in the high school and John Fowler’s  wife was and RN 
and he is an emergency room nurse at McLaren Oakland. 
John has seven children. John was part of the trauma team 
who took care of four of the shooting victims. Marshall says 
“I am sorry you had to go through that.” John’s wife Elizabeth 
was on a ventilator at the time of the shooting and died nine 
days later. 
  
The Fowlers belong to Lake Point Community Church and 
their faith community embraced them and their situation. 
We see the goodness of people particularly in 
times of tragedy. People have helped with laundry, taking 
care of the children, meals, and organizing a schedule for 
this busy family. 
  

Marshall wanted to help as well.  He emailed a group of 
coaches and asked for their support for John. The guys 
jumped in and are helping where they can.  Isn’t that what 
we do when we know of a brother or sister in need? Amazing 
how God brings us together in different ways with a specific 
purpose. Proverbs 16:4 “The Lord has made everything 
for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.” 
  
St. Paul reminded us last Sunday in the first letter to          
Corinthians, “ For in one Spirit, we are baptized into one 
body.” 
  
 May our loving God bless you all. 
 Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 

The gift of the Mission 
 
Early on in my work in parish ministry, I had to deal with a tough human resources situation, letting some staff members 
go and stepping into a role that demanded more of my time and energy.  
 
In moments like this, stewardship can feel burdensome. Things take a turn we didn’t expect, perhaps in spite of our best 
efforts. Maybe more is asked of us than we want or feel prepared to give.  
 
But that’s when we need to remember that stewardship isn’t a job that we apply for. It’s a gift bestowed directly from 
God, the Creator of all, and that can be scary all on its own, if we are preoccupied with our own unworthiness. What we 
might want to do is fall on our knees like Simon Peter and announce, “Depart from me, Lord — I am sinful.” 
 
But what if we stop looking in the mirror and look instead to God? 
 
All those years ago, when I was faced with that ministerial challenge, I asked my wife to join me. What started as a tough 
situation turned into a decade of shared ministry with her — an experience I wouldn’t trade for anything. It was a burden 
that became a gift. 
 
We must remember that God knows what He is about. In His mercy, He gives us what we need as everyday stewards. 
When God calls out, “Whom shall we send?” we — in all our sinfulness — are allowed to cry out “Send me, Lord!” And He 
sends us out and behold — our nets tear with the bounty we harvest in His name. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man,” these words, uttered by Simon Peter, can be found on any one of our lips. 
What real significance do I have in the big picture of God’s Divine plan? Even though we try our best to hide it, we all     
suffer from a lack of faith. We get tired, confused, and often lack any sincere desire to put anything into our relationship 
with God. It’s easier to simply reap whatever benefits the world has to offer and call it a day. Floating along on the        
superficial currents of life doesn’t require much effort and seems to get us through the day. Confronting our own         
infidelity, apathy, weakness of spirit, and doubt in God’s providence, how can we even remotely be considered a worthy 
vessel of God’s presence or credible voice for His message? 

 
This is the irony of faith. God doesn’t seek the perfect vessels. He likes the broken ones. There is something to be said 
about living honestly and sincerely, and wrestling with sin, imperfection, and weakness rather than skipping through the 
peripheries of life with pretention, arrogance, and mendacity. If we believe ourselves to be our own “god” and serve only 
ourselves, we close the door to ever being used by the real and only True God. But, if we at least acknowledge that there 
is One greater than ourselves, then even in our deepest poverty and lowliness, God can enter. 
 
Lessons are best learned from those who suffer. Only someone who has been lonely and lost can attest to the beauty of 
both Divine and human friendship. Only those who have really lost their way know what happens when they are found. 
Only those who are afraid know what it is to be calmed by God. The Gospel is messy because life is messy. There are no 
black and white solutions to problems and challenges that are hazy and gray. When our hesitancy to encounter God gets 
replaced by friendship with God, we become more aware of our dignity and the fact that we are loved just as we are. We 
cannot be afraid to share our struggles, reservations, fears, and sinfulness with others. Our genuineness and sincerity 
will speak of the God who blesses us in our weakness. 
©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and support. 
 

God Bless 

Readings for the week of February 6, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8/1 Cor 15:1-11/Lk 5:1-11  
 

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/Mk 6:53-56  
 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11/Mk 7:1-13  
 

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/Mk 7:14-23  
 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40/Mk 7:24-30  

 
Friday:  1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 14-15/Mk 7:31-37  
 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 21-22/Mk 8:1-10  
 

Next Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 5 
4:00 pm     Steve Patriskoff 

 Helen Moskal 

 

Sunday, February 6 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am  Jim Wawrzyniak 

 

Wednesday,  February 9 
9:30 am     The People of St. Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday,  February 12 
4:00 pm     The People of St. Mark 

 

Sunday, February 13 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am  Cindy Lucas 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:  
Isaiah eagerly volunteered himself 
to serve the Lord after seeing 
God’s holy presence. How open 
are you to responding to God’s call 
in your life? 
   
Second Reading:   
Paul reminds the Corinthians of 
the gospel (“good news”) tradition 
he received and taught about     
Jesus’ resurrection appearances. 
What do you tell others about your 
faith in Christ?   
 
Gospel:   
In Luke’s account of the call of the 
first disciples, he focuses almost 
exclusively on Peter and his        
interactions with Jesus. What   
lessons are we to learn from Luke 
emphasizing Peter’s humility and 
obedience to Jesus’ call? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Faith is not water that extinguishes flames, it is fire that burns; it is 
not a tranquilizer for people under stress, it is a love story for people 
in love!  That is why Jesus above all else detests lukewarmness.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (January 31, 2022) 

 

 

Sharon Deller 

Mary Hernandez 

Joe Orlando 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 
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PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


