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MISSION STATEMENT 
As the Eucharistic family of St. Mark Parish,  

we are called to welcome, love and serve. We continue the mission of  
Jesus Christ: “to transform our lives and believe in the Good News.”  

 (Mark 1:15) 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

What has been the most difficult challenge you faced in your life? Many difficult human experiences can 
“turn up the heat” in our lives, causing us to question the why of things or even fall into despair. Some 
people just somewhat passively accept what life brings, even death, and chalk difficult experiences up to 
happening “because they do.” They seemingly endure and move on. Taking life at face value, there really is 
no ultimate meaning to things. It’s easier to ignore that inner prompting calling us to understand why. It’s 
there whether we admit it or not. To question or not to question — that is the question! People sometimes 
give up the God search because it causes too many questions. Once we open the door to the possibility of 
God’s existence, then all of the awkward, challenging, and tragic pieces of life have to find their place. 

 

It gets messy. But the search is so important to living. We can easily dry up and become arid, abandoning 
any hope for purpose and meaning because it’s too difficult and non-rational at times. In searching for 
answers to the how and why of life, human beings also embark on a search for God. When one finally 
stumbles upon the real living tangible presence of God, then that discovery allows life’s ironies and 
tensions to be held side by side with the all-encompassing totally unconditional, unmerited love of God! 
Then when life’s heat gets turned up, difficulties and challenges abound, dryness and heartache become 
the norm, the soul remains in joyful repose. There is no fear. 

 

The beatitudes celebrate life’s ironies and tensions, holding them all together in the Kingdom of God. 
Poverty, hunger, weeping, being insulted and hated are not things we would normally associate with being 
God’s friends. But they are! In fact, those who experience these uncomfortable realities of life are actually 
better off than those who do not. This is what makes Jesus’ message so intriguing! Don’t give up 
questioning. Questioning the apparent inequities and polarities of human experience will certainly 
challenge one’s faith. But it’s the only way to deepen it. 
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PARISH NEWS 

The human heart will always find itself wanting unless 
it finds its rest in God. Many people haven’t yet figured 
out that pursuing purely secular ideologies and         
interests and side stepping their relationship with God 
causes them to fall short of their potential. When we 
seek our satisfaction, seek our strength, and establish 
priorities based entirely on the things of this world, 
we come up empty. There is never enough and we are 
always reaching for more. We develop distorted   
senses of justice, lose our moral axis, and lower our 
benchmarks for change, growth, and development. 
That is why knowing the beatitudes and God’s vision 
they contain is so important. They remind us that our 
consumption, success driven lives can actually hurt 
and exploit others; quickly moving us away from God’s 
idea of how things need to look. God ultimately will set 
things straight. We can assist in that mission now by 
trusting, hoping, and looking to God for our cues for 
how to live, set goals for ourselves and discern the 
best way to share this world with our brothers and   
sisters. 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
Dear Parish Family, 
  
Yesterday Pope Francis decried the genital mutilation of girls 
and the trafficking of women. In his remarks he mentioned 
how widespread this is throughout many regions of the 
world. It is dangerous, and humiliates the dignity of women 
and attacks their physical wellbeing. We do not hear about 
this as much as should be reported. The United Nations    
figures at least 200 million girls and women have undergone 
the practice. 
  
These are subjects that are near and dear to my heart. My 
daughter is a champion of working to prevent female       
mutilation and trafficking.  Tracy was asked by the              
Ambassador of Cambodia to create a program for her                
country against trafficking. She spent a month there working 
with principally radio (their main means of mass                           
communication), news print and the internet to get the    
information out to the people.  Can you imagine selling your 
daughter or son at a young age in order to feed your other 
children and elderly in your family? Tracy’s voyage to help 
end this horrific situation has taken her to other countries 
and around the United States as well.  She shares this: 
  Human trafficking is happening all over the world 
 INCLUDING the US.  It is not that it is ‘over there.’ It’s         
 happening right under our noses in in our very own       
 neighborhoods, including very affluent ones.  In 
 2020, 50% of human trafficking victims identified in 
 Federal cases were young girls, under the age of 
 18.  Most girls are tricked or coerced into trafficking 
 before they are 14-15 years old.  Most girls know 
 their traffickers, they just don’t realize they are  
 being groomed to be trafficked.  Family members, 
 social media stalkers and pretend “Romeo  
 Boyfriends” emotionally, psychologically and some
 times physically trap these young girls and the  
 trauma begins.  
See Something – Say Something! Call the national human 
trafficking hotline 888-373-7888. 
  
Let us pray to the almighty God through the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother for the protection of children, and to 
give us wisdom and courage to share and not be fearful 
of reporting incidents to the authorities. We read in the 
Letter of St. John, “The thief comes only to steal, kill, and    
destroy.  I come that they may have life and live it           
abundantly”  (John 10:10). 
  
May the our loving God bless us and watch over us. 
 Mary Jo 
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REFLECTION 

Planted Near Water 

 

We all know that there are times when life can feel, as Jeremiah writes, empty and wasted. There are moments 
when we think we resemble a barren bush, thirsting in the desert sun. 

 

That’s why it is imperative for us to know the location of our water source. I promise you, it’s closer than you think. 
God never planted a seed in barren ground. 

 

For me, it’s the Mass. Going to Mass is where I find total peace and renewal. I don’t have any great theological ex-
planation for this — Mass is simply where I can truly rest in God for a time, where nothing and no one in the world 
can touch me. And wouldn’t you know it, it’s in the toughest times that I need Mass the most — that my roots 
stretch harder for that water. 

 

Woe to the rich, says Jesus — woe to the popular, to the content, to the happy. It’s not because He hates to see us 
smile. It’s because He knows our humanity. He knows our limitations. He knows that when things are going really 
well, we often stop looking for God. 

 

What replenishes you as a disciple, as a steward, as a Christian? If it feels far away or hard to reach, why is that? 
How can you bring it closer? 

 

We are all trees planted near water, to yield our fruit in due season. Let’s pray for the strength to know where our 
water source is, and to seek it both in good times and in bad. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS    

©LPi 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

ST. MARK OUTREACH 

 
Thank you so much for your 

continued prayers and support. 
 

God Bless 

Readings for the week of February 13, 2022 
Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26  
 

Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 8:11-13  
 

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:14-21  
 

Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mk 8:22-26 
 

Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 8:27-33  
 

Friday:  Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 8:34—9:1  
 

Saturday: Jas 3:1-10/Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/Mk 9:2-13  
 

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13/ 
  1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38  

THE WORD 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday,  February 12 
4:00 pm     Marisa & Szymon 
   Obloj 

 

Sunday, February 13 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 

11:00 am  Cindy Lucas 

 Marilyn & Earl Parrish 

 Greg Elliott 

 

Wednesday,  February 16 
9:30 am     Bernadine Corbeill 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday,  February 19 
4:00 pm     Nick Sagin 

 Joseph Pawlica 

 Agnes & Raymond  
   Grimski 

 

Sunday, February 20 
8:30 am     Carmela Palamara 

 Emily Ozimek 

 

11:00 am  Marilyn and Earl Parrish 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 

First Reading:   
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of 
the blessings and good fortunes 
one receives by trusting in the 
Lord. How have you seen this    
reward present in your life? 
 
Second Reading:  
Paul challenged those in Corinth 
who did not believe that Christ 
rose from the dead. In what ways 
do you defend the faith with       
unbelievers? 
  
Gospel:  
In presenting both divine           
blessings and woes to his              
disciples, Jesus emphasizes a 
great reversal of these conditions 
in the future. What does this 
teach us about God’s sense of       
justice? 
 
©LPi 
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE TWEETS 
 
“Today, Feast of Saint Bakhita, #LetsPrayTogether for the victims 
of human trafficking, a crime that primarily affects women and girls.  
Let’s work together for an economy of care and to eliminate all 
inequalities.  #PrayAgainstTrafficking” 
 

- Pope Francis 

@Pontifex Twitter (February 8, 2022) 

 

 

Sharon Deller 

Mary Hernandez 

Joe Orlando 

Marlene Sienko 

Blanche Soberowski 

 
Only immediate family members may 
request a ‘prayers for the sick’ listing. 
Call the Parish Center: 586-759-3020. 
Names remain on the list for 4 weeks. 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OF OUR 
MILITARY, & PARTICULARLY: 

 
 

Sr. CPO Michael Brightman 
Lt. Commander Adam Craig 

LCPL Sarah J Page 
Sgt. Steven Parisi 

Major Michael F. Weigle 
 

 Family members who wish to  
have their loved ones prayed for may 

do so by submitting names to the 
parish office. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Prayer Resources 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy            
Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you 
in my soul. Since I cannot at this             
moment receive you                               
sacramentally, come at least              
spiritually into my heart. I           
embrace you as if you were        
already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to 
be separated from you.  
Amen. 
 

Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious     
Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to 
thy protection, implored thy help 
or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.  Inspired by this 
confidence, we fly unto thee         
O Virgin of virgins, our  Mother. 
To thee do we come.  Before 
thee we stand, sinful and           
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our                  
petitions, but in your mercy hear 
and answer us.  Amen. 



7 ST. MARK PARISH  |  WARREN, MI 

PASTORAL TEAM  
 

Father Stanley Obloj, Pastor 
fatherobloj@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Deacon Brian Carroll, Deacon 
deaconbrian1941@gmail.com  

Gwen Aikens, Outreach Coordinator 
GAikens@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Amanda Brewer, Religious Formation / Bulletin Editor 
abrewer@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Steve Martin, Maintenance Supervisor 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

Mary Jo Ruebelman,  
Office Manager / Worship Coordinator 
parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Chris Bailey 

Cynthia Filipovich 

Diane Hamilton 

Tom Harm 

Phyllis Wisniewski (Christian Formation) 

Karen Kowalski (Stewardship) 

Michael Powell (Worship) 

PARISH INFORMATION 

OUR FINANCIAL SACRIFICE TO ST. MARK PARISH 
 

 We thank you for your generosity. 

STAFF LISTING 

BAPTISMS  
Parents are asked to contact the Parish Center Office to 

arrange for Baptism instruction and a date for the Baptism.  

MARRIAGES  
Couples wishing to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony at 

St. Mark Parish are asked to allow at least six months to 
complete arrangements.  

RECONCILIATION  
Private Confessions: Saturday 3:00 PM.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
LAST Sunday of every month after all Masses.  

9/14/21 

4401 BART AVE. | WARREN, MICHIGAN 48091 
Parish Phone: 586-759-3020 

Outreach: 586-759-3026 
Parish Fax: 586-759-3024  

E-mail: parishcenter@stmarkparishwarren.org  
 

WEBSITES 
Parish: www.stmarkparishwarren.com  

Central Macomb Vicariate: www.cmvic.net  
Archdiocese of Detroit: www.aod.org  

 

SACRAMENTS 

View this bulletin online at www.parishesonline.com  
Photographs are taken at all public parish events for use on the St. 
Mark Parish website. For questions or concerns, please contact the 
Parish Center Office.  


